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SUNDAY MASSES�

Saturday at 5:00pm, �

Sunday at 7:30am,  9:00am(Italian), �

10:30am(Family Mass) 12:15pm , �

1:30PM(Spanish) & 5:00pm�

�

WEEKDAY MASSES�

Monday thru Saturday 8:00am & 9:00am�

�

DEVOTIONS�

Miraculous Medal & St. Theresa �

Novenas after Monday morning Masses�

St. Anthony Novena after Tuesday �

morning Masses.�

�

Thursday 12 Noon Mass �

& Eucharistic Adoration�

�

Exposition & Benediction of the �

Blessed Sacrament First Friday 6:00PM �

�

2855 St. Theresa Avenue, Bronx, New York  10461 �

CONFESSION�

Saturdays from 4:00pm to 5:00pm �

and by appointment�

�

BAPTISMS�

Baptisms take place most Sundays �

after the 1:30pm Mass.�

We ask  parents to attend the Baptism �

preparation meeting.   Register at the �

Rectory for the meeting.  �

The date of the Baptism will be discussed 

at the Baptism meeting.�

�

MARRIAGES�

Call the Rectory at least six months in�

advance of the wedding date to make an �

appointment with parish clergy. �

ST. THERESA’S FAMILY IS OUR FAMILY�

“ST. THERESA STRONG”�



CHURCH OF ST. THERESA, BRONX�

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER DERIVAN�

��

   Today in the gospel we hear of four men, Peter, Andrew, James and John. They were working people. They were just like the people 

who are in church today, just like you, people working hard and doing their best. Their work was different from the work of people we 

know�they were fishermen, men who had to go out early in their boat, using nets to catch fish and support themselves and the people 

they loved. It is important to remember that they were workers. Yes, they would become apostles. They would become great �

missionaries, bringing the gospel of Jesus to the ends of the earth. Yes, they would become martyrs�they would die for the Lord Jesus 

whom they first met on that day by the Sea of Galilee and whom they came to know and love as the Son of God. But they never stopped 

being what they were on that day when the Lord called them. They never stopped being workers. But now instead of working as fishers 

of fish, they were working as fishers of people, bringing people to the love of Christ.�

�   Let me tell you about a young man whom I knew well, a young man who was ready to hear the Lord calling him, ready to do the work 

the Holy Spirit inspired him to do in his short life. I have mentioned him to some of you before, but I particularly think of him at this 

time because twenty�six years ago on Monday, January 24, 1997� the Lord called him home to himself. His name is Eugene Hamilton��

�Father�Eugene Hamilton. Eugene grew up in the little town of Haverstraw, New York, one of two sons of a couple I have known since 

the day they were married. Gene and Margaret Hamilton did what every Catholic couple tries to do�they taught their boys to know, 

love and serve God and to be ready to do what God was asking them to do in their lives. Young Eugene did well in school and went on 

to Manhattan College where he excelled in his studies. He had the whole world in front of him and he would have succeeded in any field 

of life. But something was in the back of his mind. He had been thinking that the Lord wanted him to serve as a priest. And so he �

decided to find out if that was what God wanted. He prayed hard and he entered our seminary, opening his heart to whatever God �

wanted of him.� Two months after he did so, he was diagnosed with cancer. But Eugene did not let sickness get in the way of his �

determination to serve God in the priesthood. He continued his seminary studies, balancing them with his cancer treatments for two 

years. He put his life in the Lord’s hands, convinced that the Lord would help him to become a priest. In fact, that was his prayer�not 

that he be cured of his disease, but that he might become a priest and in some way help people. But his sickness grew worse and he was 

confined to his home, receiving treatment there. It seemed that his prayer to become a priest would not be answered. But then the Holy 

Spirit acted again. Our late beloved John Cardinal O’Connor petitioned then Pope John Paul II to allow the ordination of Eugene �

Hamilton to the priesthood, even though he had not completed his seminary studies. And the saintly Pope wrote back, “with all my 

heart.” And on January 24, 1997 Eugene Hamilton was ordained a priest by Bishop (later Cardinal) Edwin O’Brien not in a beautiful 

cathedral, but in his home on his sickbed. And three hours later he went home to God. He was a priest for three hours on this earth; now 

he is a priest forever in heaven.�

   Father Eugene Hamilton’s story has touched and strengthened countless people, especially those who face the battle of cancer. He did 

what he believed God wanted him to do and the Holy Spirit guided him and gave him the strength to do it. And, dear friends, it is the 

same with us. We do not have the same story that Father Hamilton had, but we each have our story�the story of how the Lord has  

guided our lives, helped us to face obstacles, helped us to keep on our path of life, striving to do what we believe the Lord wants us to 

do, raising our families, doing our work whatever it may be, helping others along the way as the Lord wants us to do. Every time we 

come to Mass, may we go forth from this house of God, strengthened by His holy Sacrament, knowing that the Spirit of God is upon us, 

making us� ready to do God’s will.�

   May every one of us be ready to hear Jesus calling us to do our work for Him, even as Father Eugene Hamilton did. And may we be 

ready to say, “Lord, I am ready to do your work. Lords, I am ready to come and follow you.”�

��

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �� � � � �                Father Thomas B. Derivan�

BUILDING A CULTURE OF LIFE IN A POST�ROE WORLD�

�   This Sunday, January 22, is the 50th�anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court Roe vs. Wade decision allowing abortion on demand in 

our country. This was overturned last year by the current Supreme Court. The following article by�Archbishop William Lori, on behalf 

of the U.S. Catholic Bishops Committee for Pro�Life Activities, is a call to action for all Catholics to continue to be, as Pope St. John 

Paul II called us to be, “apostles of life.”�

�  The Supreme Court, in�Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, ended the Court’s nearly fifty�year nationwide regime of 

abortion on demand. The Supreme Court returned the issue of abortion to be decided by the people’s elected representatives on the state 

level.  This �is the time for a renewal and rededication of our efforts to build a culture of life and civilization of love. Catholics must 

now work together in a deeper way. We must move beyond a shift in the law to help the people to build a nation �in which all are �

welcome, as we heed the words of St. Teresa of Calcutta and remember “that we belong to one another.”�

�  What does this mean concretely? First, by speaking the truth that abortion not only unjustly kills a preborn child, but also gravely 

wounds women, men, families, and the nation as a whole. But we must�speak�these truths with compassion. We must extend the hand of 

compassion to all who suffer or are in need in the aftermath of abortion. Moreover, the call to love compels us to practice civility and 

charity when we speak to and about those with whom we disagree.�

�  Words alone are not nearly enough. The Catholic Church is the largest charitable provider of social services to women, children, and 

families in the United States. Only the federal government through tax dollars does more. Catholics have already done much at both the 

institutional and personal level to help address the problems of poverty, healthcare, education, housing, employment, addiction, criminal 

justice, domestic violence, and the like that push women towards abortion. Additionally, the Church also extends healing and mercy to 

those women and men who suffer because of a past abortion. But we must now do even more.�

�  Catholics on every level must live and act in radical solidarity with mothers, children, and families in need. That means doing �

whatever we can through law, policy, politics, and culture to provide them with the care and support they need. Through our collective 

and individual actions, we can build a culture of life and civilization of love in America. Let us begin.�

�Resources:�If you are in need of immediate support for an unexpected pregnancy, call�800�712�4357, Text “HELPLINE” to 313131�or 

visit�www.optionline.org.  Also consult the Archdiocesan website (ww.archny.org) and go to Programs, Respect Life. You may also 

wish to contact the Sisters of Life at 646�689�2613.�



THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

OUR EUCHARISTIC RENEWAL�

�

�

��

  �

  This week we celebrate the feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, one of the greatest theologians in the history of the Church. St. Thomas is 

particularly honored because of his beautiful hymns about the Blessed Sacrament. As we observe this time of Eucharistic Renewal, let 

us reflect on one of St. Thomas’ Eucharistic hymns�Adoro Te Devote�(Humbly We Adore You) for it teaches us in a beautiful way about 

the great mystery of Our Lord’s Eucharistic presence:�

�

Humbly we adore you, Christ, Redeemer, King; You are Lord of heaven, you to whom we sing.�

God, the Mighty, you have come, bearing gifts of grace; Son of Adam still you are: Savior to our race.�

�

�  St. Thomas addresses his hymn to Our Lord Himself, Christ the Redeemer and King. He brings us “gifts of grace,” the greatest of 

which is Himself in Holy Communion.�

�

Jesus, Lord, we thank you for this wondrous bread; In our land you dwell now, by you we are fed.�

We who share this mystery in you are made one; Ev’ry act we offer you in your name is done.�

�

�  St. Thomas calls the Eucharist “this wondrous bread.” Of course the Eucharist is not simply bread; it is the Body of Jesus. But St. 

Thomas uses the term “wondrous bread” because, what seems like bread, is truly “wondrous” because through it we are truly fed on our 

way of heaven.�

�

You who died to save us lives now as our light; Though our eyes are blinded, yet our faith gives sight.�

Christ, do you be merciful, Lamb for sinners slain, We in grief confess our guilt; cleanse our souls of stain.�

�

   St. Thomas reminds us that we must look upon the Holy Eucharist��with the eyes of faith.��Our faith tells us that Jesus Himself is here 

in the Blessed Sacrament, which is the fountain of Christ’s merciful love and He cleanses our souls of evil.�

�

Christ, our God and brother, hear our humble plea; By this holy banquet keep us joined to thee.�

Make us one in loving you, one in mind and heart, Till in heaven we are yours, never more to part.�

�

   St. Thomas does not hesitate to call the Lord Jesus “our God and brother.” Of course He is God by His almighty power, but He is our 

brother by His love. By receiving Holy Communion (“this holy banquet”) we are truly joined in Him and the Blessed Sacrament helps 

us to be “one in mind and heart” on our way to heaven.�

�

Hail, the Word Incarnate, born from Mary’s womb; Hail, the Strength immortal, risen from the tomb.�

Share with us your victory, Savior ever blest: Live more fully in our hearts; be our constant quest.�

�

   St. Thomas calls Our Lord in Holy Communion “our constant guest,” a beautiful reminder that we must welcome the Lord Jesus as a 

guest into our hearts as we pray that He will “live more fully” within us.�

�

Faith alone reveals here bread of Paradise; Faith alone may witness Jesus’ sacrifice.�

Therefore, Lord, as once of old Thomas gained his sight, Now increase our feeble faith; shed your �healing light.�

�

   St. Thomas reminds us that faith alone helps us to see and understand that the Holy Eucharist is indeed “the bread of Paradise.” And 

just as St. Thomas the Apostle came before the Risen Jesus on the Sunday after Easter and said those beautiful words “My Lord and my 

God,” we pray that we too will say those words every time we receive Holy Communion, “Jesus, we know you are our Lord and our 

God.”�

�

Christ, at his last supper, breaking bread, decreed: “This, my Body, take and eat;” heav’nly food indeed!�

Then He blessed the cup of wine; “Take you this,” He said: “Drink the chalice of my Blood, soon for sinners shed.”�

�

   St. Thomas reminds us that Our Lord Himself at the Last Supper gave Himself to us as our “heavenly food,” food which comes from 

heaven because it is Jesus Himself and food which will lead us to heaven and to eternal life.�

�

Now with glad thanksgiving, praise Christ glorified; He in us is present; we in him abide.�

Members of his body, we in him are one; Hail this sacred union, heav’n on earth begun!�

�

�   St. Thomas concludes his hymn by reminding us that, when we receive Holy Communion, “He in us is present; we in Him abide.” We 

are never more like the Lord Jesus than when we receive Him in Holy Communion. When we receive Holy Communion, we have this 

“sacred union”�we are united with Christ Himself. And when we receive Holy Communion, we can truly say that “heaven on earth 

(has) begun” for each of us.�

��

   We encourage you to take time in reflecting on St. Thomas’ beautiful hymn. May it help us to grow in our love and devotion to the 

Lord Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament particularly during this time of the Eucharistic Renewal.�



JANUARY 22, 2023�

THE OBLIGATION TO SHARE THE FAITH�TO �EVANGELIZE�

��

   “We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has 

the flavor of the Gospel.”�(Pope Francis)�

��

   Few of us are called to be missioners anywhere except in our own slice of the world. Where we are, where we work, where we play, 

where we live and where we worship, these are the places where our love of our faith must be evident and engaging. As Catholic �

Christians we must demonstrate the Christian life in such a way that others are attracted, encouraged, and inspired by our example. 

There are some simple ways to achieve this. First, and this may seem to be understood, by participating during Mass. Even more �

important than participating, be truly present. Show those who are also attending that your phone, or your watch, or even the bulletin 

will not take your attention from the priest and the readers and the true reason you are at Mass. Invite a neighbor or family member 

who, for whatever reason, isn’t going to Mass to join you Sunday. It will give you a time to be present also with that person and to �

welcome them back.�

   In a recent address Pope Francis reminded us what a powerful force we can be when it comes to guiding others to the faith.�

�

�   “If Christ moves you, if you do things because Christ is guiding you, others will notice it easily. And your testimony of life will �

inspire admiration, and admiration inspires others to ask themselves, ‘How is it possible for this person to be this way?’ or ‘What is the �

source of the love with which this person treats everyone � the kindness and good humor?’”�

��

   Another way to fortify your own faith and learn more about evangelization is to look no further than the lives of some of our beloved 

saints, including St. Juan Diego, St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus � also known as St. Thérèse of Lisieux and the Little Flower, �

St. Ignatius of Loyola, and of course St. Francis of Assisi. These men and women of God took to heart the baptismal promise of �

spreading the Good News, and their stories can fortify our own faith and show us how distinct their paths were.�

   Understanding our role and responsibility regarding evangelizing is second nature when we truly believe, and we spend time and �

energy strengthening our own relationship with our Lord. This can always be achieved through prayer.� And often when we pray, we 

forget to hear God’s response. We need to take the time to listen to Him.�

�  We share many things � why not think about ways you can share the faith with others. You are truly giving them a great gift.�

��

����������������������������������������������������������� � � � � � �            (From Franciscan Mission Associates)�

ST. THERESA SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE�

Next Sunday, January 29�12PM to 2PM�

�We welcome new families to visit our parish�based Catholic school which offers a solid academic, religious and social environment to 

children from 3 & 4 Year�Old UPK program to Grade 8.�

�  Some of the features of our school are : Before and After School Programs; Breakfast and Lunch; Smartboards in every classroom; 

Physical Ed, Computer, Art and Music classes; on�site Nurse; sports activities; Italian language studies; Sacramental preparation.� �

Reasonable tuition for Grades K through 8.  For further information or to arrange another time to visit our school, call 718�792�3688.�

St. Thomas Aquinas�

(1225�1274)�

Feastday: January 28�

�

   Recognized as perhaps the greatest theologian and philosopher in the history of the Church, St. Thomas was born at Rocca �

Secca in the Kingdom of Naples, on January 28 in 1225. Thomas’ parents were Landulph, the Count of Aquino,� and Theodora, the 

Countess of Teano, and his family was related to the Emperors Henry VI and Frederick II, as well as to the Kings of France, Aragon 

and Castile. Legend holds that before his birth, a holy hermit predicted that Thomas would enter religious life as a Dominican priest, 

and would be so great in learning and sanctity that no one in his time would be his equal.�

   Thomas was sent to train with the Benedictine monks of Monte Cassino at the age of five, and by eleven was enrolled at the �

University of Naples, where he soon surpassed his instructors. He entered the Order of Preachers some time between 1240 and 1243, 

but was captured and detained for several years by his family, who objected to his vocation. After they relented and returned his to the �

Dominicans, Thomas took his vows and was sent to study in Paris and Cologne under St. Albert the Great, the��renowned Dominican 

professor.  Eventually Thomas began to teach at the University of Paris and earned his Doctorate in Theology. From this time his life 

was consumed by praying, teaching, preaching and writing, and his fame as a scholar spread far and wide. When offered the post of      

Archbishop of Naples by Pope Clement IV, he declined the position to continue doing the scholarly work he so loved. The works for 

which he is best known are the�Summa Theologica�and the�Summa contra Gentilis.  He is particularly known for his beautiful hymns in 

honor of Our Lord’s Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist.��Several of his hymns��are widely used in Eucharistic Adoration, �

especially��“Humbly We Adore Thee” and the hymns we use at Benediction, “O Saving Victim” (O Salutaris) and “Down in Adoration �

Falling”�(Tantum Ergo).  Throughout his life, and especially so in his later years, Thomas experienced frequent ecstasies � undergoing 

levitations and having verbal conversations with Jesus. It was after one of these ecstasies on December 6, 1273 that Thomas put down 

his pen and chose to write no more, believing that the secrets revealed to him demonstrated his writings to have little real value.�

   St. Thomas Aquinas died on March 7, 1274 at a Cistercian monastery in Fossa Nuova, in the province of Latina in western Italy. He 

was canonized by Pope John XXII on July 18, 1323. In 1567, Pope St. Pius V proclaimed Thomas a “Doctor of the Universal Church”, 

and in 1880, Pope Leo XIII designated him to be the patron of all Catholic universities, academies, colleges and schools throughout the 

world.�



THE� PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT�

��

   In January, I presented the Pastoral Report for our parish. The Pastoral Report is the report sent to the Cardinal’s Office every year by 

the pastor of every church. It is called, in Latin, “status animarum,” which means “the state of souls,” Obviously that refers to the �

spiritual aspects of the parish which are always most important. We are not a business. We are not even just another “nonprofit” �

organization.�We are the Church and we exist for the sacraments and the spiritual welfare of our people, particularly our children. I hope 

you read the Pastoral Report which was presented in this bulletin on the� Feast of the Epiphany. It shows that we are doing what we are 

doing what we are supposed to do, celebrating the sacraments, praising Our Lord particularly at Mass and helping our young people to 

grow in faith. �I was proud to send it on your behalf to the Cardinal and proud to present it to you.�

��

Likewise today I am proud to present to you the�Financial Report�for our parish, I, likewise sent to the Cardinal’s Office. Our fiscal year 

runs from September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. I think it is important for you to see how your support is helping our parish to 

be, as our motto says,�“St. Theresa Strong.”��Without your generous help, nothing that we do would be possible. You deserve a great 

deal of credit for your support of�our church. It shows your love for the Lord Himself and your love for the Catholic Church and �

especially for our parish.�

�

Let me especially thank �you for your faithful use of the Sunday envelopes, either in person at Mass or through online parish giving 

through Parish Pay which many parishioners have chosen to do since the pandemic time.��All help gratefully accepted!�

��

We are by no means a “rich parish,” at least not financially.� But in another sense, we�are�rich�rich in faith, rich in your love for your 

parish, rich in your concern and help given to one another. That is true “richness” in the eyes of God.�

��

�Let me also thank you for your generous help in our special collections: supporting our Seminary; assisting the missions of the Church 

through the Mission Appeal; helping victims of the disaster in Puerto Rico and Florida; providing necessary aid to the people of Ukraine 

and assisting our own St. Vincent de Paul Society Food Pantry and other charities.� I thank all of you who have participated in the �

Cardinal’s Annual Appeal which is underway for this year. Thank you your generosity in helping those in need.�

�

May the Lord continue to bless you for your generosity and for your love for our parish. God bless you for all you do to keep��

“St. Theresa Strong.”�

��������������������������������������������������                                                                                                                            Father Thomas B. Derivan�

��

��

ST. THERESA PARISH�REPORT ON FINANCES, September 2021�August 2022�

��

��

RECEIPTS�

Sunday Collections���������������������������� $321,428�

Christmas, Easter, Holy Days ����������� ����25,852�

Votive Candle Offerings������������������� � � �25,095�

Poor Box, Books, Catholic NY �������� � � � �2,736�

Net Parish Fundraisers ���������������������� ��� 29,376�

Investment Interest & Earnings �������� ������5,705�

Religious Education Program������������ � ��13,170�

Rental Income (Convent)� � � � � � � � � ����153,407�

Donations/Bequests�������������������������������� 99,000�

������������������������TOTAL RECEIPTS� � �$675,769�

��

��

��

�

�

*To be used for building repairs in new fiscal year, including roofing, painting, etc.�

EXPENSES�

Rectory Living Expenses ������������������ ����$48,690�

Clergy Salaries & Benefits ���������������� ����125,748�

Lay Salaries & Benefits �������������������� � � �150,120�

Religious Education Program ����������� ������ 14,310�

Altar & Liturgy Supplies ������������������ � � � ���4,581�

Utilities ��������������������������������������������� � � � �93,167�

Printing & Office Expense���������������� � � � �60,134�

Property & Liability Insurance ��������� � � � �33,257�

Archdiocesan Assessment &�

������� Regional School Tax������������������ ����� �44,639�

Building Maintenance & Repairs ��������������79,240�

                      TOTAL EXPENSES� ������$653,886�

��

SURPLUS�� � �$21,883*�

PETITION BOOK�

Have you noticed our Petition Book in the vestibule of the 

Church?  Every Saturday before the 5:00PM Mass, the �

petitions entered into the book for that week are brought up to 

the altar of the Blessed Mother, where they remain for all the 

weekend Masses.  Please pray for these intentions.�



SATURDAY   JANUARY 21, 2023�

5:00PM� Lucia Lisi Sementelli� � � � �

SUNDAY         JANUARY 22, 2023�

7:30AM� Parishioner of St. Theresa Parish�

9:00AM� Ester Trano� � �

10:30AM� Benedetto Salanitro� � � �

12:15PM� Theresa Ryan� � � � � �

1:30PM� Rosalba Gomez� � � �

5:00PM� Carol Derian� � � � � �

MONDAY   JANUARY 23, 2023�

8:00AM� Joey McDermott� � � �

9:00AM� Fr. Eugene Hamilton� �  �

TUESDAY   JANUARY 24, 2023�

8:00AM� Dorothy R. Ferrara� � � � �

9:00AM� Gerard Langlais� � � �

WEDNESDAY� JANUARY 25, 2023 �

8:00AM� Gilbert S. Zingaro� � � � �

9:00AM� Dino Salati� � � �

THURSDAY   JANUARY 26, 2023�

8:00AM� Vilma & Sixta Rivera� � � � �

9:00AM� Maria Pia DiCristofaro�� � � �

12NOON� Pablo & Olivia Caronan� � � �

FRIDAY   JANUARY 27, 2023�

8:00AM� Taryn Zingaro�Fisher� � � �

9:00AM� Mary Poidomani� � � �

SATURDAY   JANUARY 28, 2023�

8:00AM� John Hammerle� � � �

9:00PM� Tony Pozzuto�� � � � �

5:00PM� Timothy Donovan� � � � �

SUNDAY   JANUARY 29, 2023�

7:30AM� Parishioners of St. Theresa Parish� �

9:00AM� Anella Giuliano� � �

10:30AM� Luigi Fata� � � �

12:15PM� Margaret Ann Stone� � � �

1:30PM� Sara Enedina Garcia� � � �

5:00PM� Anna Marangiello� � � �

�

Joseph B., Marie Cacciato, Nancy Cardone, Paul C., �

Marie DiPolo, Carmella Greco, Josephine Graziano, �

Maryann Maiorana, Msgr. John Meehan, Shara Olivera, 

Joan Orlando, Margie Primiani, Benny Primiani, �

Lisa Primiani, Antoinette Primiani, Elaine S., �

Denise Siracusa, Toni Spahr, Neil Sussman, �

Theresa Ulrich�

�

�

�

�

�

   The child of a large family that had emigrated from Germany 

to upstate New York, Marianne entered the Sisters of the Third 

Order of Saint Francis in Syracuse in 1862.  As provincial, she 

received an appeal from the Hawaiian government for help with 

the epidemic of leprosy spreading among the native islanders.  

Fifty other religious orders had declined to answer such a call.  

Marianne said “yes,” and with five others she went to the islands.�

   After three years running a hospital on the island of Maui, she 

was asked to take over a home for girls and women at Molokai, 

the “settlement without law,” where the Belgian missionary and 

future saint Damien de Veuster had been living with the lepers 

and now was dying from the disease.  She visited Damien on his 

deathbed and inherited his work among the boys of the island.�

   Marianne spent the rest of her life bringing a new life to the 

children at Molokai.  In addition to the normal work of caring for 

and nursing the girls at the school, she cultivated a garden, sewed 

lovely dresses for them, and taught them needlework.  All this 

was accomplished even as she began to suffer debilitating lung 

hemorrhages.  Her final years were ones of long, slow decline, 

yet she remained ever present to her spiritual sisters and her �

beloved girls.�

�

   Merciful Father, through the intercession of Saint Marianne 

Cope, make me generous in attending to every need of the heart.�

JANUARY 23�

SAINT MARIANNE COPE�

Virgin († 1918)�

�

�

�

�

�

�

   The son of an esteemed Savoyard family, Francis studied at 

Paris and Padua.  As a teen, he faced the fear of eternal �

damnation by throwing himself on the mercy of God and �

frequently reciting the Memorare.  After he braved his father’s 

displeasure to become a priest, he was sent on mission to the 

Calvinists of the Chablais region, where his preaching did �

wonders.�

   At the age of thirty�five, Francis was made Bishop of Geneva, 

a mountainous diocese.  He traveled incessantly, preaching  �

sermons to awaken the tepid and drawing Protestants back to the 

Church.  In 1610, he founded the Order of the Visitation with 

Saint Jane Frances de Chantal.�

   Francis strongly believed in the necessity for every person to 

practice holiness.  “It is a mistake,” he wrote, “a heresy, to want 

to exclude devoutness of life from among soldiers, from shops 

and offices, from royal courts, from the homes of the married.”�

   In his Introduction to the Devout Life, a primer for lay �

persons, Francis counseled, “Remember the Heart of Jesus �

beheld your heart and loved it, even while he hung upon the 

Cross; and by that love he obtained for you all good things 

which you will ever possess….  Well may we all say with the 

Prophet Jeremiah, ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you, before you were born I dedicated you’ (1:5).”�

�

   Father in heaven, through the intercession of Saint Francis de 

Sales, let me know the immensity of your love.�

JANUARY 24�

SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES�

Bishop and Doctor († 1622)�

CONFESSIONS are heard every Saturday from 4:00PM to 

5:00PM or by appointment in the Rectory.�
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