Our Lady of Mercy Parish ~ January 2, 2022




Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil 4:30PM

Sunday 8:30AM & 10:30AM

Weekdays Mon, Tues, Wed, & Fri 8:30AM
Holy Days 8:30AM and anticipated vigil 7:00PM

Reconciliation

Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM
By appointment: please call the office to schedule with
Fr. Paul.

Baptism

Please call the office for an appointment. Baptisms are
usually planned for the last weekend of the month.

Marriage

Please contact the office to schedule marriage prepara-
tion with Fr. Paul.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA)

RCIA is a process for those interested in learning more
about the Catholic faith with the possibility of them-
selves becoming a Catholic.

Funerals

The contact person for the deceased (or the funeral
home) should connect with the office to schedule.

Planning ahead for funeral Mass celebrations is also
available to all parishioners.
Faith Formation

We offer Faith Formation for all ages. Please see the
website for current dates and programs.

Our Lady of Mercy Parish

16 Baboosic Lake Road
Merrimack, NH 03054
603-424-3757

www.olmnh.org

Parish Staff

Rev Msgr Paul Bouchard, Pastor
FrPaul@olmnh.org

John Castelot, Deacon
DeaconJohn@olmnh.org

Sharon Nagy, Business Manager
SNagy@olmnh.org

Michael Coughlin, Director of Faith Formation
MCoughlin@olmnh.org

Cindy Coughlin, Youth Minister
CCoughlin@olmnh.otg

Christian Copeley, Director of Music
CCopeley@olmnh.org

Katie Corsetti, Faith Formation Admin Assistant
KCorsetti@olmnh.org

Karen Correia, Secretary
KCorreia@olmnh.org

Muriel Gelinas, Sacristan

Ron Ketchie, Building & Grounds Facilitator

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00AM-3:00PM
Church Hours

The church will be locked for safety. You are wel-
come to spend time in the church for prayer dur-
ing office hours! Please come into the office and
someone will be happy to let you into the church.

Livestreaming available at olmnh.org

The 4:30 vigil Mass is live streamed each week to
be watched live or at a later time and available on
the website at www.olmnh.org.

Sanctuary Candle

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary
candle lit in memory of, or for the intentions of,
a loved one.



Mass lntcntions

Saturday, January 1st
Vigil: Epiphany of the Lord

4:30PM: Antonio Jette requested by his daughter

Sunday, January 2nd
Epiphany of the Lord

8:30AM: Angelo M. Morandi requested by Ned
Robertson
For all parishioners

10:30AM: Richard Blais requested by Lorraine Blais

Monday, January 3rd
Holy Name of Jesus

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Ryan McElwain requested by Claude &
Sandy Mayo

Tuesday, January 4th
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Pat Hayes requested by the family

Wednesday, January 5th
Saint John Neumann, Bishop

8:10AM: Morning Prayer
8:30AM: Tony Pellegrino requested by the Knights
of Columbus

Thursday, January 6th
Saint Andre Bessette, Religious

No Mass

Friday, January 7th
Saint Raymond of Penafort, Priest

8:10AM:
8:30AM:

Morning Prayer
Joseph Mitchell requested by his family

Saturday, January 8th
Vigil: Baptism of the Lord
4:30PM: Deceased members of the Wood and Dwyer
family
Sunday, January 9th
Baptism of the Lord
8:30AM: Ruth Whittredge requested by Ruth Murphy

For all parishioners

10:30AM: Don Morin requested by the Lamb family

SANCTUARY CANDLE

The Sanctuary Candle burns the week of
January 1st - 7th in memory of
Doris & Edmund Beaupre.

Please pray for our recently deceased

Donald Collins, December 1
Robert Walles, December 18

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them. May their soul
and the souls of all the faithful departed, through

the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Prayer for a New Year

Remember us, O God;

from age to age be our comforter.

You have given us the wonder of time, blessings in
days and nights, seasons and years.

Bless Your children at the turning of the year and fill
the months ahead with the bright hope that is ours
in the coming of Christ.

You are our God, living and reigning, forever and
ever. Amen!

Readings for the Week: Jan. 2, 2021

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;

Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17,
Lk 4:14-22

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;

Tk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a, 9b;

Jn 3:22-30

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-2,
3-4,3,9-10 or Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22



Epiphany of the Lord

January 2, 2022

FAITH FORMATION

*Next Grade 1-5 in person class: Wednesday, Janu-
ary 12 from 4:30-5:30PM OR 5:45-6:45PM, faith
formation hall

*Next Edge: Sunday, January 30 from 6:15-7:45PM,
church hall

Grades 1-12 Upcoming Dates

*Next Life Teen: Sunday, January 23 from 6:15-
7:45PM, church hall

The Magi Seek Out Jesus
Matthew 2:1-12

The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story
of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s Gos-
pel tells a version of Jesus’s birth that is different than
the one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus, Matthew
tells us little more than, “When Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod... .”
The story of the census is found only in Luke’s Gos-
pel, but we hear about the visit of the Magi only in
Matthew’s Gospel.

We know little about the Magi. They come from the
East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrologi-
cal sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We as-
sume that there were three Magi based upon the nam-
ing of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how
many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gos-
pel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a savior.
Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also
represent our search for Jesus.

We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a
foreshadowing of Jesus’s role in salvation. We believe
the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is
presented as representative of Jesus’s kingship. Frank-
incense is a symbol of His divinity because priests
burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was
used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in antici-
pation of Jesus’s death.

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or
“showing forth.” Historically several moments in
Christ’s early life and ministry have been celebrated as
“epiphanies,” including His birth in Bethlehem, the
visit of the Magi, His baptism by John, and His first
miracle at Cana.

-edited from Loyolapress.com

Be Our Daily Star

God of all heaven and earth,
From the breath of Your love came the creation of
the world.
We are amazed by the vast beauty of the night sky and
at the intimate nature of the love You have for us,
Your children. Be our daily star, guiding our lives to-
ward You. May we always follow Your light of truth
in all that we do, forever trusting, hoping and believ-
ing in Your word. Lift our eyes to Your eternal life
shining brightly, leading us home.

Amen!

Today’s Gospel: Family Connection

The tradition of giving gifts at Christmas is thought
by some to be rooted in the gift giving of the Magi. In
many cultures, gifts are not exchanged at Christmas,
but rather on the feast of the Epiphany. Whenever
you exchange your Christmas gifts, take some time to
reflect on this tradition of gift giving at Christmas.
Think of the best gift you have received. What was it?
What made it special? Was it the gift itself, the
thought that went into it, or the person who gave it to
your

Read today’s Gospel, Matthew 2:1-12. The gifts of
the Magi—gold, frankincense, and myrrh—have
come to be understood as symbols of Christ’s royalty,
divinity, and eventual suffering and death. They are
special because in giving them, the Magi acknowledge
who Jesus was to be: our Savior. We pray that we will
acknowledge Jesus as Savior in all that we do and say.

-from Loyolapress.com



Parish Happenings: the Week Ahead

Prayer Group: Monday, January 3 from 4:00-5:30PM
in the church

Knitting Ministry: Thursday, January 6 from 12:00-
2:00PM in the church hall

Men of St. Joseph: Saturday, January 8 at 7:30AM in
the church hall

Coffee & Donuts: After the Sunday Masses on
January 9

Adult Faith Formation

The next session of “Presence: The Mystery of the
Eucharist” will be held on Tuesday, January 11 at
9:15AM OR 6:00PM in the church hall.

January Rosary Intentions

January 1 - Mother of Jesus: Inspire families to grow
in faith & values.

January 2 - Our Lady of Fatima: Comfort children
who are abused or neglected.

January 3 - Queen of Heaven: Stand by our seminar-
ians preparing for priesthood.

January 4 - Immaculate Mary: Guide Bishop
Libasci in leading our diocese.

January 5 - Our Lady of Grace: Guide all who work
for migration & refugees.

January 6 - Madonna of Tears: Bring healing to pat-
ents who ended their pregnancy.

January 7 - Queen of Peace: Rouse all politicians to
defend life.

January 8 - Mother of Miracles: Protect our men &
women in the military.
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Inclement Weather Cancelations

If Merrimack schools are closed due to weather,

Parish Stewardship
December 19: $5,998

Thank you for your generosity!
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Consecration to the Holy Family

If you would like to recommit to your Catholic faith as
a family, consecration to the Holy Family of Nazareth
may be just the experience you seek. Review the infor-
mation found on our Diocesan website at
CatholicNH.org/family2/family/ family-life/
familyconsecration. Then prayerfully discuss as a fami-
ly. Select a consecration day and celebrate your re-
newed commitment to Christ!

Some dates for consecration:
The Presentation of the Lord, February 2
The Solemnity of St. Joseph, March 19
The Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, May 1
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, June 27

For other family resources from the Diocese of Man-

chester, go to CatholicNH.org and click on the
“Family Life” link under the “Ministries” tab.

120 Club Winners

January 2
Rosemarie Hurd
Rosalie Neveu

Thank you for your continued support!

SANCTUARY CANDLE

Please contact the office to have the sanctuary candle

there will be no morning Mass. Cancelations will also . . .
lit in memory of, or for the intentions of, a loved one.

be noted on WMUR.



Serving the area
since 1963

Complete arrangements made for local or distant service « Consultation
Pet Cremation Services

www.RivetFuneralHome.com 425 DW Highway, Merrimack,

APPLIANCE SALES
Brennan & & SERVICE
Ma Dealer for Most Major
— Since ms—Ckay Brands ¢ Since 1978

276 South St., Milford, NH 03055

“We service what we sell with experience personnel”

www.brennanandmackayappliance.com - 673-1177
THE SPECIALISTS
\ AUTO - TRUCK - FLEET - PERFORMANCE

422 Daniel Webster Hwy., Merrimack
603.365.4146 » dustin@thespecialistsauto.com

453 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054

603-424-5221

ower i« -f?”)v
ireernhouse

4 Railroad Ave, Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

603-424-3145

Frenchv
Insurance

e Agency (1)
Serving the Area Since 1928 =
. Auto e Homeowner's  Renter’s  Business o Life
C ﬁrls ‘Wood:g y C I G M@ﬂ Submit a quote request on our website, email or call us!

(603) 882-9532
www.frenchinsagency.com
info@frenchinsagency.com
12 Derry Street, Hudson, NH

BUCKLEY'S

¥ President
Advantage Insurance

. 603-262-3300 m

cwoods@abinh.com
© 393 Daniel Webster Hwy, Merrimack, NH 03054

% www.abinh.com

Join us for Our Daily Bread [R53%7

OPEN 6 - 6 DAILY

Rivet Funeral Home & Crematorium, Inc.
MARK A. RIVET, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

for pre-planning Individual Trusts

(603) 424-5530
Turning age 65 soon?

Your Medicare choices can seem

%‘, overwhelming.

. Let me help you find a Medicare
Supplement insurance policy that
fits your needs and offers you more
comprehensive benefits.

NH 03054
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Glenn Flessas

Insurance Agent
Bankers Life

6 Loudon Rd., Ste 302 402
Concord, NH 03301

603-230-3219

glenn.flessas@bankerslife.com

PAaws & PETS
CREMATORY

“Caring for your family
pet like family”
Urns - Memorials - Keepsake Jewelry

Advantage Insurance 436 DW Highway 10 Henry Clar Dr., Memmack, NH
~ ¢ : 603) 913-4190
AUTO, HOME, & BUSINESS B ——— Merrimack 10% OFF(URIEIS WITH THIS AD

Wﬁ (603) 883-5822
¢ Beauliev, Inc.

5% Gaffney Street « Nashua, NH 03060
Roofing - Siding « Masonry « Decks
Gutters » Replacement Windows « Shutters
Painting « Storm Windows & Doors
www.chickbeaulieu.com

Free estimates _ ()
Fully insured BSB

‘Ner JFA,
o Boucher Bef2oneheines
FINANCIAL GROUP Representative
“Over 30 Years Experience”
Specializing in Retirement Planning for Boomers
Social Security Planning
_ 604 Daniel Webster Hwy., Ste. 101, PO Box 280 - Merrimack, NH 03054
Tel: 603-424-1040 - ben@boucherfinancial.com
www.BoucherFinancialGroup.com

Quality work at affordable prices - Residential Roofing Specialist

P:603.424.8900 - C: 603.765.6868
www.merrimackroofing.com
Darrin L. Vigeant, DLVigeant@comcast.net

Merrimack Roofing|==

FiMerrimack
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catholicmatch’ Bl
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New Hampshire United Together In The

Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY

A Sractical o //,)/)/'0(1(% to Assisted. ,ﬁ(}['/(zy/”
COMING SOON TO MERRIMACK!

E H AV E 8 Jennifer Drive, Merrimack, NH 03054

603-913-7630
MERRIMACK

paula@rosehavenmerrimack.com

CatholicMatch.com/dateNH

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low.
Contact us today to get a free analysis to see if we can help
Save you money with your monthly payments on your
commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail, Office Building,
Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45 days!
Four season customer service is our top priority.

$ www.dugfunding.com
F u n d l n g 1650 Market Street - Suite 3600, Philadelphia, PA 19103

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices
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Verani Realty

" Diane Donohue, REALTOR®
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Verani Realty]
m: 603.494.6549 - 0: 603.888.4600
diane.donohue@verani.com - www.verani.com

WORSHIP

American
Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLUNTEER

with the American Red Cross

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

915 Our Lady of Mercy, Merrimack, NH (B)

John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 - www.jppc.net





