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MY TWO CENTS by Fr. Don Braukmann

This weekend we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, also known as “Gaudette
Sunday.” Pronounced “Gow-day-tay” this Latin words mean “to rejoice!” On this Third
Sunday of Advent the pink candle is lit to remind us the light, THE LIGHT, Jesus is on the
way. Itisas if the Church is a little child who simply cannot wait for Christmas to come!
We take a sneak peak at the gift coming our way...Jesus our Savior! But, in the end, we
put the tape back on the gift and wait for two more weeks before the gift is ours!

We have one remaining “Day of Grace” set for next Saturday, December 20™. A
priest will be in the Reconciliation Room at the top of each hour from 9am to 4pm that day.
Take the time to make this part of your Christmas celebration by preparing a place in your
heart, not just under your tree, for Jesus. Jesus is waiting for you in that sacred room of
mercy!

Plan ahead for celebrating Christmas as a parish...the Mass schedule includes three
Masses on Christmas Eve: 4pm, 6:30pm and 10pm. Please remember how full the 4pm
will be so consider that fact as you plan. Seats are not able to be reserved by sending
someone early to “claim” a pew...come as a family and the ushers will do their best to help
you find seating together all at one time. There is more room at the 6:30 and 10pm
Masses. Christmas Day Mass is at 10am and although the Church is full, there is usually
some chairs still open in the parish hall.

You hopefully noticed the information in last week’s bulletin (and it is in again this
week) explaining the coming “ALPHA” program being introduced at the Newman Center
next semester. Training is now underway for students from the Newman and members of
our parish who will be leading the program. Students at BSU and NTC will be invited to
come to a series of evenings where we will discuss the basic aspects of our faith. The hope
is to bring back those who have wandered away and to reach out to those who have never
had a Christian background. Please keep this program in your prayers!

Speaking of the Newman, please note there will not be Mass at the Newman over
the Christmas break at BSU/NTC. So, the last Mass of this semester is this weekend,
December 14™, and the first Mass of the next semester is Sunday, January 11" at 7pm.

Nightlights, a gathering of friends and family who have loved ones struggling with
mental illness. Nightlights provides a safe and comfortable environment for people to
share their questions, fears and hopes concerning the mental illness of those they love. The
group will meet on Monday, December 15™ at 7pm in the St. Kateri Room. (The group
usually meets the last Monday of the month but this date change is to avoid Christmas
conflicts.)

I know | speak for Fr. Chuck as well when | say THANK YOU to all who have
sent cards and gifts during these holy days. We are honored to serve you and are grateful
for your prayers and care for us.

Your Parish Representatives:

Parish Council Members: Wanda Baumgartner, Clark Chambers, Kevin Erpelding, Anita Froelich, Gary Gregg, Mike
Headlee, Jodi Maki, Brent Rud, Theresa Wilander

Finance Council Members: Nick Berg, Eileen Bretschneider, Jeff Cwikla, Claude Sand, Shannon Schmitt

School Council Members: Bill Maki, Jaclyn Bergerson, Roben Beyer, Debra Carlson-Doom, Tiffany Fankhanel, Laura
Schwindt

Trustees: Joann Gardner, Hank Krigbaum




THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH

Th i rd S U n d O y Monday, December 15

8:05 AM Morning Prayer (Chapel)

Of Adve I’TI' 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
2:30 PM Pre-Kindergarten Christmas Program (Church)
3:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 825 (Social Hall)

3:30 PM Cub Scout Bear Mtg (Social Hall)

December 14, 2014 7:00 PM Nightlights (St. Kateri)

Tuesday, December 16
6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
2:30 PM Pre-Kindergarten Christmas Program (Church)
L . 3:15 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
My soul rejoices in my God! 7:00 PM Men’s Basketball (Gym)
7:30 PM Marian Devotions (Chapel)
Wednesday, December 17
8:05 AM Morning Prayer (Chapel)

9:30 AM Rosary for Schools (Chapel)
MASS ]NTENTIONS 1:30 PM School Christmas Program (Church)
For December 15 to December 21 3:15 PM Girl Scout Troop 42 (St. Kateri)
6:30 PM School Christmas Program (Church)
Monday, December 15: Thursday, December 18
8:30 AM Mass: +Tillie Theroux 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
. 5:00 PM Life Teen Band Practice (Church)
Tuesday, December 16: - -
12:10 PVM Mass: +Roger Schmickle 6:30 PM Knlghts of Columbus (SOClal Ha”)
NO Newman Center Mass 7:00 PM Prayer & Praise (Chapel)

Wednesday, December 17: Friday, December 19

. ] : 8:05 AM Morning Prayer (Chapel)
8:40 AM Mass: +Marion & Del Ruhiand 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
Thursday, December 18:

- - Saturday, December 20
7:00 AM Mass: +Ray & Donna Kern 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM (every hour on the hour)
10:15 AM Mass (Baker Park): +Ernie Schulke Day of Grace (Chapel)
10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood) Y

6:30 PM Mass (Knights of Columbus): +Ted Anglesburg S:-g:aXl’\nDFigse::??orrzgeace (Chapel)

Fri'dav, Decemb'er 19: _ 9:00 AM Children’s Liturgy of the Word (St. Gregory/Grt)
8:30 AM Mass: +Edna Nei 10:15 AM Rosary for Peace (Chapel)

Saturday, December 20: 5:00 PM Holy Hour (Church)

8:30 AM Mass: +Mary Lou Johnson
5:30 PM Mass: +Margaret Fulton

Sunday, December 21: Please Take Note:

7:30 AM Mass: +Helene Ovsak In lieu of an Advent Penance Service,

9:00 AM Mass: For the People there will be a Day of Grace on
11:00 AM Mass: +Jessica Mary Daigle December 20th. Confessions will be
NO Newman Center Mass heard in the Chapel every hour on the

hour from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

Bible Readings for the Week of December 15 ~ December 21 l

Monday, Dec 15: Wednesday, Dec 17: Friday, Dec 19: Sunday, Dec 21:

oNm 24:2-7,15-17a oGn 49:2,8-10 eJgs 13:2-7,24-25a e2Sm 7:1-5,8,12,14a,16
ePs 25:4-5ab,6,7bc,8-9 oPs 72:3-4,7-8,17 oPs 71:3-4a,5-6b,16-17 ePs 89:2-5,27,29

oMt 21:23-27 oMt 1:1-17 ol k 1:5-25 eRom 16:25-27
Tuesday, Dec 16: Thursday, Dec 18: Saturday, Dec 20: oLk 1:26-38

oZep 3:1-2,9-13 eJer 23:5-8 ols 7:10-14

oPs 34:2-3,6-7,17-18,19,23 eps 72:1-2,12-13,18-19 oPs 24:1-4b,5-6




INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES

BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASS

Parents or prospective parents who wish to
present a child for Baptism are asked to
attend a baptism preparation class.

The next session will be on January 4.
Please call the Parish Office at 444-4262 to
register, or for more information.

Baptism

Classes

St. Philip’s Catholic Community welcomes
through the waters of baptism, Caden
Bradley Townsend, son of Andrea Samsa
and Cody Townsend, and Owen Bryan
Grand, son of Richard & Lyndsay Grand.
May they be filled with the Holy Spirit!

7 . St. Philip’s extends condolences to the
B0 tamily of John Ovsak. May he find
5 rest and peace, & may his family find
/ comfort in God’s love.

Christmas Flowers for

St. Philip’s Church will be supplied, in
part, through the generous donations given
by parishioners in memory of deceased loved
ones, or in honor of the living.

If you wish to make a memorial, please use your
Christmas Flower Offering envelope in your box of
offertory envelopes. Or place your donation in an
envelope clearly marked Christmas Flowers. Please
indicate the name of the deceased person/(s) your gift
is in memory of or the name of the living person(s) your
gift is in honor of.

Please place your envelope in the collection basket or
turn it in to the parish office as soon as possible.
All memorials will be published in the parish
bulletin after the Christmas season.

Bemidji Knights of
Columbus Council 1544

Knights of Columbus members )7
are reminded of our next meeting

on Thursday, December 18th-
Rosary at 6:10PM, Mass at 6:30PM,
Dinner at 7PM with meeting to follow.
Catholic Gentlemen are invited to attend our
meetings and learn more about the order. Please
feel free to contact any member or contact the Grand
Knight for information.

N\ K of C #4
v‘r/\@

Did you know?

Families are the foundation of society and are at the
core of the Knights of Columbus. With this in mind,
councils regularly sponsor activities that allow families
to spend time together in volunteer activities, faith
initiatives and social events. In addition, the Knights
of Columbus regularly recognizes the importance of
the family and outstanding families. In addition, since
its beginnings, the Order has always stood ready to
help protect the widows and orphans of its members.

Please make a special effort to spend some extra
special time with your families over the Christmas
Holidays and remember to keep Christ in Christmas!

More From the KC’s...

The KCs are in the process of fundraising for
wheelchairs to place some chairs in the church entries at
St. Philip's and Sacred Heart. Any additional funds
raised will be used to place wheelchairs at other public
places such as motels, libraries or other worthy places
where handicapped folks could be helped by handy
access to a wheelchair.

If you would be willing to contribute to this worthy cause,
please contact any Knight or drop your contribution at
the Parish Office.

Phil Hodapp
Grand Knight

Stewardship

Week #23 Contributions
(received the weekend of 12/07/2014)

Fiscal Year to Date (Week #23):
Amount Contributed

. . Envelopes $ 14,352.00 Envelo
pes $ 353,618.18
of Financial EFT Envelopes $ 543750 Loose Plate  § 2156567
Resources: e 8 %egg  Chidems s 113481
. Children’s $ 25.00 Total $ 376,318.66
Total $20,432.91 )

Fiscal Year July 1, 2014 ~
June 30, 2015

(99.22% of budget)

Stewardship: A Habit of the Heart.
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Please return the “Tubs of Christmas Love” to the Social
Hall or Parish Office by Monday, December 15th, so they
can be delivered in time for Christmas.

Thank you to everyone who picked up a tub . ;
and contributed, without your help this would G]_fts

not be possible. for People n

"Tubs of Christmas Love”

St. Philip’s Church is again filling “Tubs of Christmas Love” .
The food and gifts collected will be shared with local low-income families

or those experiencing hardship.

. 2

Bi-Cap, CEP, Headstart, Hope House, and St. Mary’s I q eed

Mission have assisted us with the names for this year.
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‘ ST. PHILIP’S SCHOOL I
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Deceméber 15/ 14

It's the third week of Advent. Be joyful. Be excited. Be watchful.
Classrooms will complete their Tubs of Love this week. Thanks for all the support in this Advent project.
Our Advent Prayer Services are on Monday and Thursday of this week at 8:30 AM in the gym.

Mass ministers for this week’s school Mass on Wednesday are second graders from Mrs. Hinners’ class.
Please worship with us.

Our Christmas Program is this Wednesday, December 17, at 1:30 and 6:30 PM. Besides a concert featuring
our bands and choirs, we will present the play “The Christmas Chronicles”. Let us be part of your holiday
entertainment.

The Pre-Kindergarten classes will present their Christmas programs on Monday and Tuesday, December 15 &
16, at 2:30 PM in the social hall.

The final round of the National Geographic Geography Bee is scheduled for Friday, January 9 at 9:30 AM.
Please join us.

Christmas Break for St. Philip’s School students begins with no classes on Friday, December 19. School
resumes on Monday, January 5, 2015.

Get Safe Environment Certified now. Go to www.crookston.org and follow the Safe Environment prompts.
Anyone who volunteers or works in the school needs to attain certification annually. (July 1 starts the new year
of certification.) Thanks.




SERVANTS OF SHELTER
4() DMS FORLI FE St. Philips will again host the Servants of Shelter

: program for a week this year (from December 21st until
the 28th). This ministry, which serves up to 20 homeless
people during the winter months, is a wonderful way for

parishioners to respond to Christ's call to serve the less
fortunate.

COME HOLY SPIRIT
HELP ME TO
RESPECT LIFE

TO TREASURE ALL LIFE _ .
SOS provides a safe place for guests to spend the night,

Help me to, Console the sick, and provides three meals a day. Volunteers are needed
To support the handicapped, for providing food as well as simply being on site for the
To comfort the lonely, hours of 4:00 PM - 8:00 AM daily.

To respect the aged,
To sustain the poor and
To protect the unborn.

Volunteer shifts are set up as four hour shifts ring from
4:00 to 8:00; 8:00 to Midnight; Midnight to 4:00 AM; and

4:00-8:00 AM.
Come Holy Spirit Volunteers will be asked to take the Safe Environment
Show me the way training, which can be done quite easily in person or
[Apostles of the Holy Spirit Bulletin, Summer 2013] on-line.

Anyone interested in serving may call Kay Mack at
556-3031 or 751-7883.

LITURGICAL MIISTERS NEEDED
It takes many individuals to make special liturgies such rr-—— "—"—"—"—*"—"~"—" —I

as Christmas happen. If you are plgnning to atte_nd any . COME CELEBRATE HIS BIRTH

of the Christmas Masses at St. Philip’s, please sign up
on the sheets in the Narthex or contact Robb Naylor, I AT THE 35TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY HOLIDAY MEAL I

rnaylor@stphilipsbemidiji.org. I This is a FRE;Z?”ZZ’Z:;‘;";;’;;’(’JW trimmings
. 12 noon-1:30PM ~ Thursday, December 25 I
NIGHTLIGHTS I First Lutheran Church — 9th Street and Bemidji Avenue |

Nightlights, a support group for anyone who has a
loved one with mental iliness will hold its monthly

= Please join us for a meal and fellowship. Dinners will be

: . . Idelivered only to those who are homebound. We have
r2n0e1€4t.l?ng tﬁ:;S'?OK%t:); ?i pF\;gg’mM;nSdta%’hli:l)iggeé?]z?g; 57th drivers who can provide transportation to/from the meal. I
Street and Beltrami Ave. With questions, please call | - ——

_ you would like to... I
2L ARRR A " |® Have ameal delivered .
I ® Reserve aride to the meal ‘ 4
® Volunteer to deliver meals or ‘ I
provide transportation .
) I Please call Marci at 556-0788 by
CJmmgtmag Mggg SC%@JU‘@ Monday, December 22 at noon. I
C%m@c}v 01E Sf. D%i‘ip I I
If you would like to donate any of the
) following items: Dinner rolls (75 dozen) e .
CL\WSJC mas J;ve -~ I Butter (20 Ibs) e Milk (12 gallons) e Cookies I
W J J D E or bars (100 dozen) e Pickles (12 small jars)
ednesday, | Jecemoer 24 : I e Jello (15 Ig. boxes, any red flavor) e -
4:00 PM Wrapped Candy (20 bags) Tf“ I
6:30 PM " Please call Karen at 444-5989 by Monday, » .
' December 22.
10:00 PM | |
C%wigt mas DQL} ~ I If you can volunteer for the following. .. .
Wednesday, Dec. 24 (prep) - 9 a.m. to noon or I
—Hn mgqu, DecemEew 25: Thursday, Dec 25 (set-up/prep) - 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
. I Thursday, Dec 25 - Kitchen Crew, Dining Area, Greeters,
10:00 AM Cleanup or Dishwashers, please call Kathy at 556-3364. I
/ y . / ///// Monetary Donations are welcome. Checks may be .
// Come Sk / / Q{/ se Mo I made to Bemidji Community Meals and sent to Kathy
A Come Lot 15 ditore A Luepke, 240 Co Rd 9, Bemidji, MN 56601 I




‘ SINCE YOU ASKED... I

At the recent Family Faith Night held here, there were so many faith questions for Fr. Chuck & Fr. Don, and not
enough time to answer them all. All of your questions were worthy of an answer, so they have kept the questions,
and will answer them in this column every week:

This week’s question is answered by Fr. Don.

Why aren't women ordained in the Catholic Church?

Among the most vocal controversies in the Catholic Church has been the question of the ordination of
women. As more Protestant denominations have begun ordaining women, the Catholic Church's teaching on
the all-male priesthood has come under attack, with some claiming that the ordination of women is simply a
matter of justice, and the lack of such ordination is proof that the Catholic Church does not value women.

First, something we will not know until we get to heaven is why were there no women present at the
Last Supper when Jesus gave the Church the Priesthood? Some say it was the culture of the time and women
were treated as second class citizens. Yet, Jesus held up and restored the dignity of women in his every action.
When he sat with the Samaritan woman at the well, his disciples were scandalized, but Jesus sat with her and
changed her life. Jesus was great friends with the sisters of Lazarus, Martha and Mary. He stayed in their
home whenever he visited Jerusalem and even though they were just ten minutes away from the site of the
Last Supper they were not there. The examples of how Jesus upheld the dignity of women are numerous; yet,
no women (not even his mother, the first disciple) were present for ordination. AsI said, we do not know
why women were not present but it is clear the Lord was deliberate in his planning.

Second, the priest stands in the place of Christ when celebrating the Sacraments. Jesus was a man and
so the physical resemblance to Christ, as a man, is valued. This flies in the face of the American culture which
sees this, as I said earlier, as a justice issue. The Catholic Church believes strongly that men and women, by
their natures, are suited to different, yet complementary, roles and functions. The ordination issue is not to be
a matter of who has power, but how are we to serve Christ as he intended while remaining faithful to our
nature as men and women.

Finally, even if we disregard the differences between the sexes, we have to face the fact that the
ordination of men is an unbroken tradition that goes directly back to Jesus Christ himself. This is how Christ
intends it to be and because of that it will not change.

ALPHA IS Coming to the Newman Center!

Alpha is a practical tool inspiring Catholic renewal by answering the call to the New Evangelization. Alpha is
proven to awaken faith in lapsed Catholics, those on the fringe of parish life and those outside the Church. It gives faithful
Catholics a path and a language to fulfill their baptismal call to evangelize.

Alpha is running in parishes all over the world, in every faith tradition, in workplace settings, prisons, homes, any
place where people gather. Alpha has been customized to speak to certain groups of people like youth and
college students. In the different contexts which Alpha is offered the focus remains evangelistic in nature and
centered on the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Alpha creates an environment and opportunity for an encounter with Jesus, offering as Pope Francis likes to say,
the chance for “Jesus to find them.” Alpha is an invitation to “drop your nets” and become an intentional
follower of Jesus.

Members of the St. Philip’s Evangelization Committee are working with Fr. Don at the Newman Center to
coordinate our first attempt at ALPHA locally. Fr. Chuck has used the program effectively in previous parishes and is
encouraging its use here, starting with the Newman and the students there.

Training of those in leadership positions in the program will be completed in another week. When the
students at BSU and NTC return in January, over 2,000 will be invited to participate by other students. The weekly
gatherings begin later in January.

Please keep ALPHA and all who are involved in your prayers!




ALTAR SERVER TRAINING!

We are proud to announce that the following youth were commissioned
this past Sunday as new Altar Servers:

Abby Arel Cooper Malkowski
Helen Bartlett Charlie Maus
Evelyn Cordts Charlie McCalip
Emily Dondelinger Jack McCrady _\ AN
Marissa Gettemans Sophie Morin Y New Servers!
Sam Gish Madyson Nistler b
Anna Gish Conner Remick Iz.m Spaet
Taylor Hanevold Amara Roberts Diana Wells
Kiera Hoefer Ella Schwindt Bridget Westrum
Abby Johnson Ava Spaeth Josh Wright

We are also very proud of the Mentor Servers who generously gave their time to
pass along their valuable talents to the newest Altar Servers:

Matthew Arel — Sara Glen

Zach Froelich A Toby Glen.

Alex Froelich Is.?belle Morin
Aiden Spaeth

Dan Froelich
Aaron Hoefer

Emma Spaeth
Gwen Youso

Garret Schwindt
Will Schwindt
Nick Youso
Tim Youso

May God continue to fill our youth with His blessing,
and strengthen them for faithful service in His Church.



MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of December 20-21

5:30 PM 7:30 AM 9:00 AM 11:00 AM
SACRISTAN Marleen Webb HELP NEEDED Sue Hengel Doris Swedmark
Dave Hiscock David Hoefer Bob Schlichting HELP NEEDED
USHER Glen Laginess Jennifer Hoefer Kirk Malkowski HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED Ron Hendricks David Maus HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED James Wiltse Nancy Goodman HELP NEEDED
Ella Martin Aaron Hoefer Aria Gish Kiana Armstrong
AL EERVER Aaron Heger Sam Mutnansky Leah Yavarow Melanie Richards
LECTOR Robb Naylor HELP NEEDED Jerry Daniels Joni Armstrong
Roger Heger HELP NEEDED Mary Walter Marcia Fivizzani
INTERCESSOR Shannon Kilichowski Cynthia Haskin Marilynne Hodapp Laura Hansen
GREETER Frances Liebl Vi Hendricks Jim Haskell Mary Richards
Jean Louvar Darlene Stepaniak Becky Haskell Mary Kinsella
CAPTAIN Robb Naylor Walter Schuiling Joe Bofferding Karen Merschman
Marleen Webb Roslyn Hanson Amy Bofferding Al Swedmark
Heidi Hiscock April Boucher Sue Hengel Doris Swedmark
Jane Wilcox HELP NEEDED Louise Gish Steve Pfleger
Mary Dufault HELP NEEDED Doug Gish Judy Selby
EMHC Tamara Ripplinger HELP NEEDED Tim Lucas Paulette Kassa
Germaine Cheslock HELP NEEDED Sue Lucas Nicole Kieson
HELP NEEDED HELP NEEDED Denise Houle Zach Holcomb
Kevin Erpelding Pat Kelly
Lorie Erpelding HELP NEEDED
Matt Dockendorf Phil Hodapp Al Swedmark
Dianne Dockendorf Marilynne Hodapp Pat Odegard
FOBFALITY Joe Bofferding Gail Haubrich
Sharon Holmgren Doris Swedmark
MUSICIANS Aana Freihammer Beth Hendricks Aana Freihammer Life Teen Band
Hyram Price Claude Sand Jamie Kirchofner

ALL MINISTERS are asked to please call the parish office at 444-4262 or email to
rnaylor@stphilipsbemidiji.org by December 15 to let us know dates when you are not available to do your
ministry for the month of January. Thank you!

O/lson-
SCHWARTYZ

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

Kirk & Michelle Malkowski, Owners
3330 Irvine Ave NW 751-3159
www.olsonschwartzfuneralhome.com

RICARD REPAIR SERVICE
Call "NORM" for all your repair needs!

RESIDENTIAL APPLIANCES
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

218-729-0800

St. Philip's Clothing Depot

Corner of 8th St. & Beltrami Ave. * Bemidji

NOW OPEN Clothing &
Tuesday-Saturday Household Items
9:30 am-3:00 prfl Free Section Available

Donations accepted during open hours.

Proceeds froms sales are donared 1 local chamties.

ENIGHTS OF COLUMBTUS

Memoe | 0K
1' FIRST NATIONAL B E M I D J I BN |~ Labraaten
BANK BEMIDJI i Insurance, Inc.
CHR‘ SLER CER TER Grand Kmuight 586-3415 sara@sarasagency.com 218-444-2400
www.fnbbemidji.com 755 Paul Bunyan Dr. * Bemidii Daniel Shea, F. S. v S i
751-8006 * 1.877-755-5337 ks B Sateform
& Kurt Davis S et | B Sure InspecTion
BObcat, Inc. ACE ServicEs, INc.
RESIDENTIAL ~ COMMERCIAL T sl us3ssssn Brecken Gries, Presidens
Licensed - Bonded - Insured 218-759-9047 :‘ff‘,"»‘v 5)[9 fé,‘r‘" 26 Bermidi Ave N Sue 2 bsurcbemidji@gmail.com
— ,_g;__\ —= /) S SUrcberm g .CC
Sl Fromans, Gmes Basements/Septics/Rip-rap CHIROPRACT IC (218) 308-5193
215-T86-7788 God made heaven, we move earth! |~ %:rsiss ot s o www.bsurebemidji.com













