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Crisis, a Layman’s Perspective by Aana Freihammer September 23, 2018
I received a message from a friend the other day asking me how I could still be a part of

the Church after all the latest news reports about the clergy sexual abuse crisis. I didn’t know
how to respond because like you, I am horrified, embarrassed, and angry over what seems like a
never-ending scourge.  I am also concerned for the priests that have not done anything and are
now looked at with constant suspicion. My anger is further exasperated by my feelings of
absolute helplessness to resolve this issue. I thought this was done sixteen years ago!  To learn
we still have cover ups of misconduct is horrifying. I have no answers.

I have grown up in a Church after 2002 when thousands of sexual abuse reports came to
light through a Boston Globe report. I have always worked in a church where everyone receives
background checks and complete questionnaires raising awareness on sexual abuse. I falsely
assumed the Church had their act together, only to find out it is not the case. At times I am
deeply conflicted on whether the Church is a safe place to raise my children and a place where
they will encounter Christ.  When members of the Church have lost so much credibility, I
question their ability to be a role model for me and my children.

The only small peace I can share is that the Church is not the clergy. Our definition of
Church comes from the word ecclesia, or in Greek, Kyriake which means “what belongs to the
Lord” (CCC 751). The Church is the Eucharistic people of God and much bigger than just one
part. Of course, we are all one body, connected by these parts, and we are responsible for each
other. However, the Church’s credibility as the beacon of the Holy Spirit was never dependent
on its members. Thank God! The Church is made up of humanity but is more than our mortal
frailty and short comings.

I end with a quote from an interview with author Brandon Vogt that has helped me begin
to sort through this difficult time in the Church.

"Any attempt to downplay the horrific sex abuse crisis is misguided at best. Catholics need to
fully face what happened, which includes not only the despicable abuse itself, but the cover up
by many priests, bishops, and Church leaders, the very people we’re supposed to trust. I totally
understand why, for many people, the abuse crisis has undermined the Church’s credibility and
why so many feel unable to rejoin the Church. I get it and it pains me deeply.

But with that said, there seems to be an unfounded leap between the statement “many Catholic
leaders contributed to abuse” and “therefore, the Catholic Church has nothing to offer” or
“therefore, the Catholic Church is not the Church that Jesus established.” The Church’s
credibility is not grounded on the behavior of its members. The important question is not
whether its members are angelic, but whether its claims are true. Was the Catholic Church
really started by Jesus? Was Jesus really God? Did he really rise from the dead? Do the
Church’s sacraments actually do anything?” ~Brandon Vogt (Interview with Angelus News)

Please join me in praying for the victims of this horrible abuse and pray for an end to this
crisis through greater accountability and transparency. This is not enough, but it is a start. I
have hope that God is bigger than this mess.



Monday, Sept 24
8:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for the Vilandre Family

Tuesday, Sept 25
6:30 PM Mass: +Dennis Weber

Wednesday, Sept 26
8:40 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Leonard Long

Thursday, Sept 27
7:00 AM Mass: +Patrick Gary

10:30 AM Anointing Mass (Goldpine): +Art & Pearl Keenan
10:30 AM Communion Service (Neilson Place)
Friday, Sept 28

No Mass Today
Saturday, Sept 29

5:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Tom Jerome

Sunday, Sept 30
7:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Casey Vilandre
9:00 AM Mass: +Parents of Dan & Mary Walter

11:00 AM Mass: +Kitty Vanasse
6:30 PM Mass: +Evelyn Schuiling

MASS INTENTIONS
For Week of September 24 to 30

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH
Monday, Sept 24
10:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

3:00 PM Little Flowers (Social Hall)
4:00 PM Stewardship & Development Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Gregory the Great Rm)
7:00 PM Nightlights (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Sept 25
6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
6:00 PM Campus Ministry M&M Night (Cafeteria)
7:00 PM Building Committee Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
7:30 PM Marian Devotions (Chapel)

Wednesday, Sept 26
9:40 AM Rosary (Chapel)
6:30 PM First Reconciliation Parent Session (Social Hall)

Thursday, Sept 27
12:00 PM Usher Training (Church)

3:15 PM Bible Study (St. Thomas More Rm)
5:30 PM Digging Deeper (Social Hall)

Friday, Sept 28
10:00 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)

Saturday, Sept 29
9:00 AM All Pro Dads (Social Hall)
3:00 PM Kent Johnson/Samantha Fossand Wedding
4:30 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)
5:00 PM Rosary for Life (Church)

Sunday, Sept 30
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)

10:15 AM Rosary (Chapel)
10:15 AM RCIA & Beyond-The Way, The Truth, & The Life

(St. Kateri Rm)
12:00 PM HS Youth Group (Social Hall)

4:30 PM Young Families Fellowship (Social Hall)
6:00 PM Campus Ministry M&M Night (Cafeteria)

DAILY READINGS
For September 24 to 30

Monday, Sept 24
● Prv 3:27-34
● Ps 15:2-5
● Lk 8:16-18
Tuesday, Sept 25
● Prv 21:1-6,10-13
● Ps 119:1,27,30,34-35,44
● Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday, Sept 26
● Prv 30:5-9
● Ps 119:29,72,89,101,104,163
● Lk 9:1-6
Thursday, Sept 27
● Eccl 1:2-11
● Ps 90:3-6,12-14,17
● Lk 9:7-9

Friday, Sept 28
● Eccl 1:1-11
● Ps 144:1b,2abc,3-4
● Lk 9:18-22
Saturday, Sept 29
● Db 7:9-10,13-14
● Ps 138:1-5
● Jn 1:47-51
Sunday, Sept 30
● Nm 11:25-29
● Ps 19:8,10,12-14
● Jas 5:1-6
● Mk 9:38-43,45,47-48

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptism Preparation Class
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next session will be on October 7. Please call the Parish
Office at 444-4262 to register, or for more information.

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families of
Louis Cournia, grandfather of Fr. Bryan Kujawa,
Merle LaCoursiere, and Margaret McPherson,

grandmother of Chris Hinners. May they find rest and peace
and may their families find comfort in God’s love.

Anointing Mass
*If you would like to receive the Anointing of the Sick, all are
invited to attend the Anointing Mass at Goldpine (1700 30th
St NW) on Thursday, September 27 at 10:30 AM.



STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES
Weekly Goals
• Goal to meet budget: $  19,445.00

• Increase for Roof/AC project (1 yr to go): $    1,722.00

• Increase for maintenance escrow
(3 yrs to go): $   1,126.00

Weekly Goal Total:                                        $22,293.00

Total Actual Contributions, Week #12         $21,504.70
(Weekend of 9/16/18)

Fiscal Year to Date:
Last: $238,765.64 ~ Current: $241,826.27

Last Week's Mass Attendance
Sept 15 5:30 p.m.                                240
Sept 16 7:30 a.m.                                181
Sept 16 9:00 a.m.                                418
Sept 16 11:00 a.m.                              245
Sept 16 _____     _ _____   _6:30 p.m.____________   ___       93

Marriage Celebration Day
Bishop Michael J. Hoeppner invites all of the faithful to join
him and married couples from across the Diocese of Crook-
ston for the 2018 Marriage Celebration Day on Sunday, Oct 7
at Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Crookston.
The celebration will begin with Sunday Mass at 2:30 PM dur-
ing which couples will be honored. All married couples as
well as widows and widowers will receive a special blessing
from Bishop and each couple will receive a gift in thanksgiv-
ing for their support of marriage. Following Mass, supper will
be served. If you are planning to stay for the meal, please
RSVP by Sept 24 at www.crookston.org/marriageday or by
calling the Diocese of Crookston at 218-281- 4533.

PARISH LIFE
HAVENWOOD MINISTRIES
Greetings to all parishioners. We have found we don’t have
enough volunteers to help our residents get to Mass on the
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month. Please prayerfully consid-
er this very fulfilling ministry—these folks are so appreciative
of all we do. We are in need of 3 to 4 volunteers for Mass
and to distribute Communion individually on the 2nd, 4th,
and 5th Thursday of each month. We will train you in.
If interested please call or email: mvarrian@paulbunyan.net
(444-9161), karenmerschman@gmail.com (368-2885), or
Fr. Bryan, bkujawa@stphilipsbemidji.org (441-4902).

Children and Teen Choirs Start October 3
Our Parish Children and Teen Choirs will be starting Oct 3.
Children’s Choir is for all kids from grades 2-5th and rehearse
Wednesdays from 3:15 to 4:00 PM. Teen Choir is for kids from
6th-12th grade and meets from 4:00 to 4:30 PM or 5:45 to 6:15
PM. We will sing, play musical games, and prepare music for
Sunday Masses throughout the year. All are welcome!
Contact Aana Freihammer at 218-444-4262 or afreiham-
mer@stphilipsbemidji.org to get registered by Sept 19.

Hey Dad’s and Kids…
Join us for another year of…
Bemidji Area All Pro Dads

Dad’s Day Breakfast
Saturday, September 29

9 to 10:30 AM
St. Philip’s Social Hall

Breakfast… Bonding… and Fun!
(Scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, cereal, & donuts!)

Dads, uncles, and grandpas, plan on enjoying a great
morning with your children, nieces, nephews, grandchil-
dren, etc. We have a great morning planned, which in-
cludes  some Back-2-School BINGO and the opportunity
for kids to make their own batch of playdough. We hope
to see you there!

Can’t Make It?
Hope to see you

next month:
Sat., Oct 13!

For more information or questions,
please feel free to contact us at:
bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com.

Www.AllProDad.com

Nightlights to Meet
Nightlights, a nondenominational support group for anyone
who has a loved one with mental illness will hold its monthly
meeting Monday, September 24 at 7 PM in the St. Kateri Rm,
St. Philips Church. With questions, please call 218.444.4262.

NEXT SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018
5:00 PM Rosary for Life (before 5:30 Mass in the church)
Come early for Mass to pray the Rosary as a parish family.
This Rosary for Life is part of the Crookston Diocese 40
ROSARIES FOR LIFE held during the fall worldwide 40 DAYS
FOR LIFE campaign September 26 – November 4, 2018.
St. Philip’s was assigned September 29th within the diocese.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE worldwide kicks off, Wednesday,
Sept. 26th. Join with others in prayer on this day in
conjunction with prayer warriors across the globe. Meet at
Planned Parenthood of Bemidji (2504 Hannah Ave. NW)
from Noon to 1 PM. Questions: call 218-368-9019.

www.40daysforlife.com

Castor Bean Facts…
In case you picked up seeds from our Farmer’s Market in past
weeks, here are a few facts. Castor beans are grown for their
beauty and attract hummingbirds (often called the humming-
bird flower). Do not eat the actual beans, though as they are
highly poisonous!



Faith Formation is a lifetime journey for everyone
at every age and stage of life.  The children and
youth who are in our Faith Formation programs
need you to share your faith with them. Our gift

of passing on the faith is a blessing to them.
You will make a difference in their lives and

they will make a difference in your life.

Elementary Catechists/Middle School Facilitators/High
School Facilitators don’t need to be theologians, you
do need to be a Confirmed Catholic, you just need to
have a desire to help our children and youth learn
about our Catholic faith and grow in their relationship
with Christ.

Top Reasons to Become a Catechist/Middle School
-High School Facilitator
♦ You will be helping our children and youth learn and

grow in the Catholic faith.
♦ You will grow in your own faith, learn the teachings of

the Church, and deepen your relationship with Jesus.
♦ Your Baptism calls you to share in Jesus’ ministry.
♦ Children and youth in today’s world, more than ever,

need to hear the Good News of Jesus.
♦ Children and youth, in today’s world, more than ever,

need to encounter good role models of faith.
♦ The catechetical textbooks/resources offer

outstanding support.  They are easy to use, and
lesson planning is made very simple.
♦ You’ll be challenged, you’ll have fun, and you’ll make

new friends.
♦ It is a rewarding experience.  Get to know the child

youth, the special gifts they have and learn from them!
♦ You’ll be helping children/youth deepen their

relationship with Jesus.
♦ It’s our job: Jesus sent us to “go and teach all nations.”

Many teaching options are available – team teach with
another parent/friend, that way you can take turns
teaching lessons and have someone else in the class; be
an Assistant Catechist in the classroom, you don’t have
to teach, just be an extra hand in the classroom; be a
Security Monitor (you do not have to be Catholic), help
us to maintain a Safe Environment for the children and
youth who attend Faith Formation on Wednesday nights;
many other volunteer opportunities are available.

*All volunteers must complete
the Diocese’s Safe Environment
Training.

To volunteer or for more
information please contact:

Kris Jensen – 441-4944
kjensen@stphilipsbemidji.org

Luke Alexander – 441-4908
lalexander@stphilipsbemidji.org

Catechists are people who
keep the memory of God

alive; they keep it alive in
themselves and they are
able to revive it in others.

~Pope Francis

Faith Formation Registration for 2018-2019
Preschool Sunday School and Grades 1-11
Faith Formation Registration has started. To
register, either go on-line at stphilipsbemidji.org
Faith Formation, or registration forms can be picked up
at the Parish Office.  Children and Youth should be
registered by Sept 24.  Contact Kris Jensen at 441-4944
or Luke Alexander, 441-4908 for additional information!

Two First Reconciliation Parent Sessions
will be held: Wednesday, Sept 26 at 6:30
PM or Thursday, Oct 4 at 5:30 PM in the
Social Hall.  These sessions are for  par-
ents who will be preparing their child (2nd grade or older)
for First Reconciliation this year.  It is the policy of the Dio-
cese of Crookston that the reception of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation precedes the reception of First Eucharist.
A parent must attend one of the sessions in order for the
child to receive the sacrament, regardless if you have at-
tended a session in the past.  These sessions will be the
only parent session offered for First Reconciliation this year.
Contact Kris Jensen if you have questions at 441-4944.

LOCAL BAZAARS ETC...
● St. Mary’s Parish Bazaar on Sunday, Sept 30 from 11
AM to 1:30 PM. Serving Turkey Dinner with all the
trimmings, Country Store, Raffle, Bake Walk, & Fish Pond.
Adults $10, Children under 12 $5. St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, 725 6th St. NE, Fosston, MN.

● 16th Annual Meatball Dinner at Trinity Lutheran
Church on Sunday, Oct 7 from 11 AM to 2 PM. Serving
meatballs with all the trimmings, including pie & beverage.
Silent auction. Adults $10, Children 6-12 $5, Under 5 Free.
Trinity Lutheran Church, 123 29th St NE, Bemidji.

● St. Mary’s Church, Two Inlets Annual Fall Dinner on
Saturday, Oct 13 from 4:30 to 7:30 PM at the Park Rapids
American Legion. Serving roast beef & pork, mashed
potatoes & gravy with all the trimmings, homemade pies
& desserts. Adults $10, Children 12 & under $5, Pre-school
Free.

Do you like to cook or bake?
Would you like to cook a meal or prepare a dessert for the
Catholic Campus & Young Adults in our area? Sign up to
prepare a meal, a dessert, or both for one date or several!
We  meet most Tuesday & Sunday evenings for M&M
Nights. Supper is at 7:00 in the school cafeteria. You are
welcomed to join us, or drop  off your gift in the Servery &
run, whichever suites you best. Plan on feeding 15-20
hungry mouths! You can volunteer three ways:
Online: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/5080b44afac2ba5fc1-meals
Phone: (218) 441-4907 (Please leave a message, so

Nancy can return your call & confirm your desired date.)
Email: ngoodman@stphilipsbemidji.org

Thank you for supporting the young people of our area in
their faith!



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Aana Freihammer

afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of September 29/30

Sept 29, 5:30 PM
Twenty-sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Sept 30, 7:30 AM
Twenty-sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Sept 30, 9:00 AM
Twenty-sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time- Knights of
Columbus Mass

Sept 30, 11:00 AM
Twenty-sixth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

SACRISTAN Deborah Millard Sarah Martinka HELP NEEDED Jennifer Noble

LECTOR Jake Atencio
Joanna Ferraro

Pam Murray
Judy Stai

John Carlson
Phil Hodapp

Patty Nagle
Ernie Rall

INTERCESSOR Peggy Neumann Cynthia Haskin Deacon Kermit Erickson Mary Lou Peters

ALTAR SERVER
Taylor Hanevold
Ella Schwindt
Kolter Braunhausen

Kiera Hoefer
Ephram Boucher
HELP NEEDED

Nicholas Youso
Macey Gish
Sam Gish

Matthew Winkle
Sydney Beise
Zoey Headlee

CAPTAIN Marleen Webb Walter Schuiling Ed Daigle Dotty Forrest (sub req.)

EMHC

Laura Schwindt
Deborah Millard
Terry Jones
Trish Jones
Susie Dahle
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

Shirley Skon
April Boucher
Sarah Martinka
Therese Johnson
HELP NEEDED
Cynthia Haskin
HELP NEEDED

Deacon Kermit Erickson
Dan Walter
Terry Belanger
Pat Welch
Zach Froelich
Stephen Steele
Ben Baird
Doug Gish
HELP NEEDED

Courtney Haskins
HELP NEEDED
Cathy Lalli
Elizabeth Mathews
Jennifer Noble
Pat Kelly
HELP NEEDED
Renae Donaghue
HELP NEEDED

USHER

Glenn Aagard
Chris Hanevold
Mary Jo Christenson
Dick Lehmann

Bob Skon
Jennifer Hoefer
Aaron Hoefer
David Hoefer

Mark Froelich
Bob Schlichting
Norm Ricard
HELP NEEDED

Hank Imsande
Bob Pohl
Don Pohl
Mike Doty

HOSPITALITY
FELLOWSHIP

Angela Ness
Coleen Wiltse

Mary Bjerke
Eleanor Morin
Lorie Erpelding
Kevin Erpelding

HELP NEEDED
Gail Haubrich
Barbara Fitzgerald
Marcia Larson

GREETER
Kathy LeMoine
HELP NEEDED

Madonna Welter
Patricia Hadrava

Jane Daniels
Missy Fagerstrom

HELP NEEDED
Wanda Doty

INFORMATION
STATION

Angel Krigbaum Jan Hager Maggie McCalip
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