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Greetings on the 4th Sunday of Advent and the Eve of Christmas. December 23, 2018
Life is Advent and the anticipation has built to this point in

time: Christmas. The church proper is about to undergo a change in
environment. Have we had a change in our interior environment as
well? We are about to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. Advent is
about our expressing our belief just like Mary did. “Blessed are you
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled."(Luke 1:45) I am excited for this day! Not only because it is Christmas, but it
means that God has keep His word and His Son is among us.

Christmas is a feast for the eyes. We hardly know where to look first. The church is
alive with all the symbols of Christmas celebration. Even before we enter we see signs of
the season at the entrances of the church. The manger scene is a magnet for the children to
come and see. The sanctuary is filled with light. All Advent we have been praying for
Christ’s coming. The candles proclaim Christ, the light of the world. Candles are meant to
remind us that Christ is in our midst because we are gathered in his name. The words of the
ancient “O come, let us adore Him!” remind us that we are here to give glory to God. Stop,
look and listen! The Lord is in our midst! By all means look around and then look within
your own heart ... to find an even more profound presence of the God who came to be one
with us.

Christmas is a time of great hospitality. There is a story about someone who once
complained to the priest that whenever he came to church the music was always the same:
“Silent Night” or “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Those of you who are here Sunday after
Sunday can be a welcoming presence to those who come to church only on Christmas and
Easter. Our hospitality can be a powerful way of saying, “We’re glad you’re here. Please
join us every Sunday for worship.” Our hospitable friendliness can be a powerful tool of
evangelization, reaching out to those who do not feel regularly connected to a parish.

For some reason this year I am drawn to thoughts about those who are missing a loved
one. Someone in the family or a close friend has died, and this will be the first year without
their physical presence. It can be very hard. There is inside us a hint of sadness when we
know there should be great joy. A comforting thought to me is that the person is in heaven
for the great feast of the Nativity.  I realize that my pain and hurt is somehow a reflection of
my sense of loss, my personal sense of being alone, without them.  When thoughts turn
towards the other and I realize what a great gift they have received in the salvation promised
by our Lord and Savior, I realize I can have joy in their new-found joy, and peace in their
new-found peace at being in the presence of God. When my friend, my relative is at peace
then I can also be at peace, it is all centered in the Love of God so strong for us that He
came to be one of us and bring us into the heavenly kingdom.

Merry Christmas! Enjoy the gift of Jesus! Bring Him home and let Him loose in your
house, family, work and neighborhood. I Love you!
Blessings, Fr. Chuck



Monday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve
4:00 PM Mass: +Bob Goodman
6:30 PM Mass: For the People

10:00 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Fr. Don
Tuesday, Dec 25 Merry Christmas!
10:00 AM Mass: +Franklyn Renner

Wednesday, Dec 26
No Mass Today
Thursday, Dec 27

7:00 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Harold & Renee Frenzel
10:00 AM Mass (Goldpine): Special Intentions for Fr. Bryan
10:30 AM Communion Service (Neilson Place)
Friday, Dec 28

8:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Stephanie Glen

Saturday, Dec 29
5:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Bob & Rachel Mack

Sunday, Dec 30
7:30 AM Mass: +Art & Pearl Keenan
9:00 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Matt Glen

11:00 AM Mass: For the People
6:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Lori & Patrick Welle

MASS INTENTIONS
For Week of December 24 to 30

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH
Monday, Dec 24

No Adoration Today
Parish Offices Closed

Tuesday, Dec 25
No Adoration Today
Parish Offices Closed

Wednesday, Dec 26
Thursday, Dec 27
Friday, Dec 28
Saturday, Dec 29
3:00 PM Travis Johnson/Callie Slominski Wedding
4:30 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, Dec 30
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)

10:15 AM Rosary (Chapel)
12:00 PM High School Youth GroupDAILY READINGS

For December 24 to 30
Monday, Dec 24
● Is 9:1-6
● Ps 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13
● Ti 2:11-14
● Lk 2:1-14
Tuesday, Dec 25
● Is 9:1-6
● Ps 96:1-2,2-3,11-12,13
● Ti 2:11-14
● Lk 2:1-14
Wednesday, Dec 26
● Acts 6:8-10: 7:54-59
● Ps 31:3cd-4,6,8ab,16bc,17
● Mt 10:17-22
Thursday, Dec 27
● 1 Jn 1:1-4
● Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12
● Jn 20:1a and 2-8

Friday, Dec 28
● 1 Jn 1:5-2:2
● Ps 124:2-3,4-5,7cd-8
● Mt 2:13-18
Saturday, Dec 29
● 1 Jn 2:3-11
● Ps 96:1-2a,2b-3,5b-6
● Lk 2:22-35
Sunday, Dec 30
● Sir 3:2-6,12-14
● Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5
● Col 3:12-21
● Lk 2:41-52

Christmas Mass Schedule
Church of St. Philip

Christmas Eve ~
Monday, December 24:

4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, or 10:00 PM

Christmas Day ~
Tuesday, December 25:

10:00 AM

Oh Come Let Us Adore Him”



STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

STEWARDSHIP OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES
Weekly Goals
• Goal to meet budget: $  19,445.00

• Increase for Roof/AC project (1 yr to go): $    1,722.00

• Increase for maintenance escrow
(3 yrs to go): $   1,126.00

Weekly Goal Total:                                        $22,293.00

Total Actual Contributions, Week #25         $25,716.66
(Weekend of 12/16/18)

Fiscal Year to Date:
Last: $510,498.27 ~ Current: $506,160.22

Last Week's Mass Attendance
Dec 15 5:30 p.m.                                196
Dec 16 7:30 a.m.                                170
Dec 16 9:00 a.m.                                310
Dec 16 11:00 a.m.                              284
Dec 16    _____     _ ___  _ 6:30 p.m.____________     _       133

ST. PHILIP’S CLOTHING DEPOT

PARISH LIFE

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the families
of Joan Gerber, mother of Jana Heger, Ted
Henry, brother of Maria Statton, and Norma

Stebe, mother of John Stebe. May they find rest and peace
and may their families find comfort in God’s love.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Baptism Preparation Class
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next session will be on January 6. Please call the Parish
Office, 444-4262 to register, or for more information.

Give a gift that makes a long-lasting impact.
Below are some options when you want to honor someone
and need a creative idea. Please consult your financial advis-
er as you consider any of the following.
Stock: Donating appreciated securities, including stocks or
bonds, is an easy and tax-effective way for you to make a gift
to our organization.
Will & Trust: An excellent way for you to support St. Philip’s
Catholic Community’s mission is to leave us a bequest in
your will, living trust or with a codicil.
Real Estate: Donating appreciated real estate, such as a
home, vacation property, undeveloped land, farmland, ranch
or commercial property can make a great gift.
Retirement Plan: Donating part or all of your unused retire-
ment assets such as a gift from your IRA, 401(k), 403 (b),
pension or other tax-deferred plan is an excellent way to
make a gift and potentially save taxes.
Life Insurance: If you have a life insurance policy that has
outlasted its original purpose, consider making a gift of your
insurance policy or make St. Philip’s a beneficiary.
Contact: Maryhelen Chadwick, Director of Stewardship &
Communication at 218-441-4906 or mhchad-
wick@stphilipsbemidji.org.

The Clothing Depot will be closed for the Christmas holiday
from Tuesday, Dec 25 until Tuesday, Jan 1. They will reopen
for business on January 2. Thank you and Merry Christmas
to all of our loyal patrons and volunteers!

Final Week to Participate in Feasibility Study!
On behalf of Lynch Development Associates, thank you

for warmly welcoming me to your parish. It has been a tre-
mendous blessing getting to know the community here at St.
Philip and after my short time with you, I can say with every
confidence that St. Philip’s is truly a special place! Thank you
also to each of you who have participated in our feasibility
study. If you have not had a chance to take part in the study,
I encourage you to find a moment to complete a confidential
online or written questionnaire. Additional questionnaire
forms can be found in the Parish Office and can be mailed
directly to our firm at the address listed below. Your input is
critical to the future of St. Philip and your responses are
held anonymous and confidential by our firm. Written and
online responses will be accepted until December 30. If you
have questions, comments, or concerns, please call me at
(815) 505-5337 or send me an email at
acheck@lynchdevelopment.com. I look forward to hearing
from each of you.

Merry Christmas!

Alex Check
Campaign Director
Lynch Development Associates
410 E. Main Street
Centerport, NY 11721

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my
ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy.” LUKE 1:44
When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading
each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?” If not, don’t blame the
lecturer or priest, rather look inside yourself. Do you prepare
for Mass each week or do you just show up and expect to be
entertained? We are called to be active participants, not pas-
sive by-standers.

Do you have family or friends who have
wandered away?
Save the date, Saturday, January 12 from 9 AM-3:30
PM and watch for more information on
“Shepherding Them Home.”

Have you moved? Changed your telephone
number? Gotten rid of your land line and went

to a cell phone number?
In order for St. Philip’s to keep our records up to date,
please contact the Parish Office, 218-444-4262 or email
tjohnson@stphilipsbemidji.org if you have had any
changes to your primary information, e.g. residential
address and PO box, phone number, email.



YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:
To Accomplish God’s Work

Come Celebrate His Birth
AT THE 39TH ANNUAL

COMMUNITY HOLIDAY MEALS
CHRISTMAS DINNER

Tuesday, December 25
Serving 12 PM (noon) to 1:30 PM ~ Doors open at 11:45 AM

Ham dinner with all the delicious trimmings.
Meal is free for all guests.

Everyone is welcome—no reservations required.

ST. PHILIP’S SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
All of us at St. Philip’s School wish you and yours a blessed
Christmas and happy, healthy New Year!
Upcoming Events:

Wednesday, Jan. 2: School resumes.
Thursday, Jan. 3: Booster Club. 5:45 PM in the cafeteria.
Friday, Jan. 4: Geography Bee Finals. 9:30-11:30 AM in the

church.
Friday, Jan. 11: United Catholic Financial Raffle Kick-Off.

NET Retreat for Middle School grades.
Monday, Jan. 14: MathCounts Competition at St. Philip’s, 1PM.
Wednesday, Jan. 16: 1st oral round of Spelling Bee. 10 AM in

the church.
Thursday, Jan. 17: 1st meeting, 8th graders, BHS registration.
Friday, Jan. 18: No School. Teacher in-service.
Tuesday, Jan. 19: 2nd meeting, 8th graders, BHS registration.
Monday, Jan. 21: No School. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Observed.
Friday, Jan. 25: Ski Day, 6-8th grades.

Bethel Lutheran Church
5232 Irvine Ave NW

(Wheelchair accessible)

Dinners will be delivered ONLY to those who are homebound,
upon request. Requests must be made by noon on Saturday,

December 22 to guarantee delivery.
Call 218-308-5365 to made a request for homebound delivery.

● The High School Faith Formation students and their small
group leaders distributed Christmas cookies, ornaments,
letters, 8 baby blankets, and 111 Christmas gifts to Social
Services, Village of Hope, Pregnancy Center, Evergreen, Bi-
Cap, Churches United, Gold Pine, Havenwood, and Family
Advocacy Center. Also, they raised $45.15 for the Food
Shelf. Good work!

● The Middle School Faith Formation students and their
small group leaders wrote Christmas letters to the residents
of Gold Pine. Also, they had a fun night competing against
each other in a Christmas Theme Rap battle.

High School Youth Group
We will be having a high school youth Christmas/New Years
gathering on Sunday, December 30 from 12:30 until 3:00.
Meet us at Bemidji Bowl for a meal and bowling. If you need
a ride, contact Luke at lalexander@stphilipsbemidji.org.
Cost is free! All high school kids are invited!

A NOTE FROM FR. DON
Thank you to all who have been sending cards, gifts
and treats my way during this Advent Season. I am
grateful for the many kindnesses shown to me! There
is no way I can respond individually to everyone with
a note of thanks but please know of my appreciation. I
think of all of you often and keep you in my prayers…
please keep me in yours!

SAVE THE DATE
Roe v. Wade Annual March for Life

Saturday, January 19, 2019 ~ 12:00 Noon
St. Philip’s Church

Planning is currently underway.
Any questions or to become involved call

Dan Voss (218-556-3662) or Lisa Beyer (218-368-9019)

Check out these wonderful Advent Selections
among many others available on FORMED:

KIDS’ FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS -
Brother Francis: The Days of Advent, O’ Holy Night,
The Story of Christmas, Kristoph & the First
Christmas Tree, Christmas with Bernadette, the King
is Born, Juan Diego Messenger of Guadalupe, Our
Lady of Guadalupe, Hildegard’s Gift, Bible Stories
for Little children, and many more..

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT -
Mary of Nazareth, The Story of the Nativity, 15331:
A story that is not finished yet, The Juggler of Notre
Dame, Guadalupe: The Miracle & the Message, and
many more…

AUDIOS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY TRAVELS by Dr.
Scott Hahn, Fr. Larry Richards, Bishop Fulton Sheen,
Monsignor Daniel Deutsch, Dr. Mark Miravalle, etc…

MANY SPIRITUAL READING & STUDIES TO
PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Aana Freihammer

afreihammer@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of December 29/30

Sat., Dec 29  5:30 PM
The Holy Family

Sun., Dec 30  7:30 AM
The Holy Family

Sun., Dec 30  9:00 AM  KC
The Holy Family

Sun., Dec 30  11:00 AM
The Holy Family

SACRISTAN Flavia Sagedahl Sarah Martinka HELP NEEDED Maryhelen Chadwick

LECTOR
Roger Heger (1)
Aaron Heger (2)

Cynthia Haskin (1)
Pam Murray (2)

Cory Gish
HELP NEEDED

Ernie Rall (1)
Mary Lou Peters (2)

INTERCESSOR Deacon Robb Naylor Darla Sathre HELP NEEDED Laura Hansen

ALTAR SERVER
Aidan Spaeth (Mentor)
Ian Spaeth
Elise Spaeth

Abby Arel (Mentor)
Matthew Arel (Mentor)
Philip Hodapp

Macey Gish (Mentor)
Sam Gish
Aria Gish (Mentor)

Sydney Beise
Anna Glen (Mentor)
Matthew Winkle

CAPTAIN Betty Lindy Brad Arel HELP NEEDED Sue Hengel

EMHC

Jana Heger
Heidi Hiscock
Kell Lovell
Deacon Robb Naylor
Flavia Sagedahl
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

Joyce Berg
Ron Hendricks
Shirley Skon
Patti Van Camp
Mike Wavrin
Sharon Zarrett
Mary Zigan

George Gardner
Thomas Kern
Brent Rud
Ed Daigle
Stephen Steele
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

Renae Donaghue
Sarah Glen
Kimberley Gourneau
Gary Johnson
Kelly Marcum
John Marcum
Steve Pfleger
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

USHER

Mary Jo Christenson
Dave Hiscock
Mark Moris
HELP NEEDED

D.J. Bakken
Jakob Hodapp
Bob Murray
James Wiltse

Bob Aitken
Ron Arel
Frank Homer
Kirk Malkowski

Hank Imsande
Don Pohl
Bob Pohl
HELP NEEDED

HOSPITALITY
FELLOWSHIP

Dawn Baumgartner
Colleen Schulke

HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED
HELP NEEDED

Maureen Holmstrom
Neal Holmstrom
Jean Louvar (sub req.)
Pat Odegard

GREETER
Kathy LeMoine
HELP NEEDED

Eleanor Hodapp
Jerry Sathre

Marian Evans
Darlene Stepaniak

Mary Kinsella
Rita Lauderbaugh

INFORMATION
STATION

Angel Krigbaum HELP NEEDED Gary Johnson
Vickie Johnson
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