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Happy Easter Alleluia! April 12, 2020
Novel Coronavirus or Covid-19, whatever the name, has changed us not just in early 2020 but

possibly for the long-term. How often have we heard someone say: “I never saw this coming” or “I
didn't believe it at first”

Change is hard. During this Lenten and Easter season things have changed, and we must consider
what the changes mean to us personally, to our family, to our parish family…

We are called to fight this illness in a novel way:
● Pull back from group gatherings,
● Stay at Home, work from Home, Teach at Home
● Wear a face mask,
● Not to be greedy and stockpile things because we can.

As I reflected on group gatherings: we are normally busy and going many places with many people
around and we can act as we want. As we follow the “Stay at Home” suggestion, something good has
happened—we are in a small group called family. It is in the family that we first discover who we are,
not who we want or pretend to be. Since family knows us best, we can return to living honestly.

The face mask is the latest step and very important. I pray the mask will protect others from unkind
words we may want to speak; it might muffle us and allow the other person to speak first.  Conversation
can become Holy Ground upon which relationships are strengthened and built.

Making sure we have more than enough, emptying store shelves, stockpiling, and price gouging are
ways of the world. Yes, we are a first world country, but maybe this illness will raise an awareness in us
to use only what we need and to let others share in the goods that are available.

This is a novel time with a new common enemy, a worldwide enemy, and it is consuming our time,
our thoughts, and driving our actions. The ups and downs of the stock market shows how erratic and
reactive we can be. Love is a creative solution. When we show our love for others we find the best solu-
tion, we are driven by care for the other, we rally around the needs of others and provide what we can
such as personal protective equipment, or calls of support. We become creative with our family: eating,
talking, playing together. We might open old photo albums and share the laughs from days gone by. We
might reestablish family bonds.

One of the challenges we face today is the need to return to that sacred space in our hearts where
we get the energy “grace” from our God. A place where, when we pray, we open ourselves to seeing the
challenge of being service to others who are weaker. Maybe we check on the frail, maybe we make sure
no one is out of contact with others, maybe we volunteer to help deliver something to someone in need.
Many are being called to risk their lives to save others: doctors, nurses, technicians, police, first re-
sponder's. We may be called to be the support for others.

Jesus was aware of Judas and the plot to hand him over. The price Judas received was the price
of a slave, but what was the real cost? Judas was a friend of Jesus, was a friend. That was the real cost.

What have we valued the most? What have we strived for and worked to gain? What, like Judas,
would we sell our souls for to protect or to possess?

We are invited by Jesus to do as he did during this Holy Week— to lose our lives for others. We
are all called. We are all affected in this novel time. How we react, and how we control our reaction is
important. Because of change in our way of life if we accept God’s help, life can become better. Easter,
New Life is here among us.  Let us reflect, let us pray, let us become Jesus to others by what we say
and what we do.

Alleluia! Happy Easter. This is a novel time to be alive.
Blessings on your day! Fr. Chuck



Monday, Apr 13
Special Intentions for Henry Lahn

Tuesday, Apr 14
+Margaret Gilmour
+Leland Auen

Wednesday, Apr 15
+Cy Pulczinski
+Patrick Gary

Thursday, Apr 16
Special Intentions for the Neil & +Rose Gallagher Family
For the People

Friday, Apr 17
+Melvin & +Serene Beierman

Saturday, Apr 18
+Alfred Clemen

Sunday, Apr 19
+John Mondry

Monday, Apr 13
● Acts 2:14,22-33
● Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11
● Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday, Apr 14
● Acts 2:36-41
● Ps 33:4-5,18-20,22
● Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday, Apr 15
● Acts 3:1-10
● Ps 105:1-4,6-9
● Lk 24:13-35

Thursday, Apr 16
● Acts 3:11-26
● Ps 8:2,5-9
● Lk 24:35-48

Friday, Apr 17
● Acts 4:1-12
● Ps 118:1-2,4,22-27
● Jn 21:1-14

Saturday, Apr 18
● Acts 4:13-21
● Ps 118:1,14-21
● Mk 16:9-15

Sunday, Apr 19
● Acts 2:42-47
● Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24
● 1 Pt 1:3-9
● Jn 20:19-31

Mass Intentions —–—–
For Week of  April 13 to 19

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of April 13 to 19

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth.” (Colossians 3:2)
Do you put God first in all things? Possessions, money, power,
ego can easily become gods to many of us. Do a quick check
of what is important to you. Is God at the very top of the
list? If not, your priorities need to be re-adjusted. Don’t let
earthly things become a god before God. This is also the first
commandment – I am the Lord your God, you shall not have
any strange gods before me.

Parish Life —–—————––—

Stay At Home
For your safety the church, chapel, school, Clothing Depot, and
Parish Offices are closed to the public, with the exception of
USPO, UPS, or FedEx employees. Confessions are being heard
by appointment only; please call the Parish Office to schedule
a time with Fr. Chuck or Fr. Maschio. If you have an emergency,
please do not hesitate to call us at 218-444-4262.

In observance of Easter
...the Parish Offices will be closed on Monday, April 13. All of
here would like to wish you a blessed Easter and want to
thank you for your cooperation and patience as we get
through to Covid-19 restriction period.



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Total Actual Contributions

Week #40 (Weekend of Apr 5) $25,735.50

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $814,916.63  ~ Current: $782,070.64

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,727,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,594,834.53

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Pastoral Council Elections are coming soon!
Our Pastoral Council enhances the decision-making process
of pastoral planning—helping to set goals and develop and
implement pastoral programs. The council serves in an advisory
role to the pastor. Meetings are held after evening Mass the
first Tuesday of each month. (Usually 10 to 11 meetings a year.)
Each council member term is for three years, with possible sec-
ond term (total six years). The election process is scheduled for
early May with duties to start July 1. If you are called to serve
our parish in this capacity, get Information/nomination forms
in the Parish Office or at stphilipsbemidji.org. Names may be
submitted to the nominating committee of the Pastoral Council
by April 25.

Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class
(currently suspended until further notice). Please call the Parish
Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Pastoral Visitations
If you desire a home visit, communion for the homebound, or
the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, call the Parish Office. We
want to be part of your life.

Options for maintaining offertory giving (during COVID-19 crisis and beyond).
Thank you for your ongoing support of St. Philip’s Catholic Community through offertory giving. Your financial contributions are
crucial to our parish fulfilling its financial obligations. We look forward to when we can again present our stewardship gifts in
community during Mass, but until then, there are additional options to consider. (You may use these options at any time—not just
when Masses are canceled.)

 Use weekly envelopes to share your offertory gift(s). You may write one check for the whole month and include a note
about how you want funds directed (between offertory and special collections.) Put the envelope (it has your envelope #) in
an envelope and mail it to St. Philip’s Church, 702 Beltrami Ave. NW, Bemidji, MN 56601.

 Authorize electronic fund transfer from your checking account. Call the Parish Office for more information.
● Give online at stphilipsbemidji.org (set up a recurring gift or give individual gifts.)

Call 218-444-4262 or email mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org for more information. Note: If you do not receive envelopes in the
mail (and have not already set up a recurring gift), we may not have complete contact information in our records. You can cal l the
office, send an email to tjohnson@stphilipsbemidji.org or fill out a registration form at stphilipsbemidji.org.

Are You Up-to-date?
Much of the information sent to parishioners is via email. If
you are not getting emails from us the chances are good that
either 1) we do not have an email address for you or 2) the
email address we have is incorrect. Please call the Parish Of-
fice or email tjohnson@stphilipsbemidji.org with your infor-
mation. The same goes for any address or phone changes. We
appreciate your assistance in keeping our records current!

Mass Intentions for St. Philip’s
I’m sure you are wondering about the steps we are taking  with
the Mass intentions that have been scheduled here. Fr. Chuck or
Fr. Maschio will continue to say daily Mass Monday through Fri-
day privately (two Masses Tues., Wed., and Thurs.), so your in-
tentions will be fulfilled as before. For the weekend Masses they
will say one Mass on Saturday and one on Sunday. Once during
the week a “For the People”, which is a required intention, will
be said.  The remainder of the Sunday intentions have been
moved to other days in the future. If you have requested a spe-
cial day to have a Mass said, we are sorry for the necessity to
move it to a different date. Thank you for your understanding.

Sacramental Life ——————

Knights of Columbus Family of the Month
The Bemidji Council of the Knights of Columbus is pleased to
announce the Family of the Month for April is the Dave and
Julie Maus family. The Maus family serve as a true model of
Catholic family values. They are extremely active in the St.
Philip's community and our public school system. Congratu-
lations to Dave and Julie and their three children, Charlie,
Sam and Rose. If you know of a family that is a model of
Catholic family values please send your nomination to Dan
Shea @ danielshea@paulbunyan.net.

Have you sent us your photo?
Even though we are unable to physically worship together,
we still want to see you in church. Simply go to the St. Philip’s
website (www.stphilipsbemidji.org) to submit your photo
along with where you usually sit in church, and we will place
it in your spot. See you in church!

“You do not need to know precisely
what is happening, or exactly where it is all going.

What you need is to recognize the possibilities
and challenges offered by the present moment,

and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope.”
~ Thomas Merton



To the St. Philip’s Catholic Community Members,

We pray for the spiritual and physical wellbeing of every member of our St. Philip’s family. We offer our gratitude to all who
are serving others (health care workers, first responders, child care workers, etc.) and acknowledge the sacrifices everyone is
offering to comply with guidelines to minimize this pandemic. We also pray for those experiencing job loss, financial
instability and health care concerns. We are working to share resources that may be able to provide guidance and assistance.

We are exploring many options to help us stay connected to each other and to our faith. Some of the actions we are taking
include:

 Mass recorded and posted to stphilipsbemidji.org Sundays and Wednesdays. (If you haven’t submitted a photo for us to
place in the church, please do so at stphilipsbemidji.org)

 Real-time updates on St. Philip’s Facebook page @stphilipsBJI.

 Individual callers reaching out to check in on parishioners.

 Building volunteer teams to provide assistance to parishioners—join Covid-19 Care Team at stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Updates—4/9/20
 Campus buildings will be closed (per Gov. Walz’s order) until further notice.

 The Clothing Depot is closed until further notice.

 Distance learning for St. Philip’s School children continues.

 Confirmation is scheduled for Sunday, June 21 at 11 a.m. (Event date is subject to change).

 First Eucharist will be celebrated on the weekends as soon possible after the lifting of restrictions.

 Baptism and wedding planning continues.

 Parish phone number 218-444-4262 will be monitored.

 Staff has been reduced in response to the absence of weekly collections.
● Weekly offertory envelopes may be mailed to St. Philip’s. Recurring gifts (ACH withdrawal may be set up by

contacting Deacon Kermit Erickson at kerickson@stphilipsbemidji.org). Online giving is available at
stphilipsbemidji.org.

Real Presence Radio is streaming Daily Mass live Monday
through Friday at 9:00 AM on our Face-
book and YouTube channels with
many of our local priests. If you can’t
join us during that time, please check
out our website for a listing of other
times that you can virtually partake in

the Mass.  Sunday Mass will be broadcast at 7:00 AM and
10:30 AM on Real Presence Radio. Please check out our News
page for a listing of cancellations and other opportunities to
celebrate the Mass.

An angel of the Lord descended from heaven, came and rolled
back the stone, and sat upon it. ~Matthew 28:2

The stone is what sealed human beings in the grave.  By sitting
on it, the Angel says that death is conquered—not only Jesus’
death but all death.  The stone is not going to roll back; it can-
not any longer hold humanity captive to the grave. Our destiny
is now the heights of heaven.

PRAYER:  Lord, your power is greater than death.  May Easter
give me confidence to be a witness to Life! ~An Easter Reflection
by Fr. Frank Pavone, Priests for Life







Thanks for FoodShare Overwhelming Response
The various checks from parishioners and St. Philip’s Church for the 2020
FoodShare Drive have been delivered to the Bemidji Community Food
Shelf.  The response was overwhelming and comes at a critical juncture
for individuals and families facing food insecurity during these uncertain
times.

A total of $12,706 was delivered to the Food Shelf.  This included parish
donations of $7,706 and a $5,000 contribution from the St. Philip’s Cloth-
ing Depot.  Sincere thanks are in order for all who gave cash or checks,
especially for the Knights of Columbus and four individuals who pledged
$500 to match parishioners’ first donations.

The Food Shelf is continuing to operate during the CoVID-19 crisis, but the process has changed.  Rather
than going into the Food Shelf building to select groceries, clients now drive into the facility’s parking lot
where they receive one or more boxes of food depending on family size.  Since a large majority of Food
Shelf volunteers fall into the vulnerable population group, individuals supplied by the United Way fill
boxes before handing them out on Mondays and Wednesdays.

During the first six days of operation with this system, 694 families received food.  That is significantly
higher than the per-day average the Food Shelf experienced prior to the state shutdown. It also reflects a
growing need as more people are furloughed and businesses shuttered.

Since many of the goods are purchased, donations are still being accepted by the local Food Shelf.  A
partial matching grant from the Greater Minneapolis Community Connection for the FoodShare cam-
paign has been extended to include donations received through the end of April.  If you were not able to
contribute during the our church drive on the March 7-8 weekend or if you want to help more, you may
send checks payable to the Bemidji Community Food Shelf with a notation on the check’s memo line
identifying St. Philip’s as the source.

Checks may be sent to the Bemidji Community Food Shelf, PO Box 3118, Bemidji, MN 56619.  Make
sure to write St. Philip’s on the memo line.

Thanks again for your continued support.

Al Nohner
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