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Greetings on the 5th Sunday of Easter, May 10, 2020
Jesus says: “My father's house has many dwelling places.” To me that's a very comforting im-

age and there are many ways in which we can interpret it. Saint Philips is a parish community, our
church, where we celebrate together and it's comforting. Even during Covid-19 restrictions, I look
out at the pews and see your faces. Over my 6 years here, I see St Philips as one of God’s dwelling
places: where we live, move and have our being.

God dwells in your homes. I thank you for welcoming me into your life in times of joy and
times of sorrow. I believe as Christians members of St Philips and St Charles we understand the
importance of living the faith in the real world not just inside the parish buildings. The reception of
the Eucharist prepares us for the task at hand, in home or at work.

I often told other priests how fortunate I am to be part of a dynamic, vibrant parish. Yes, we
were able to add to the physical campus but more importantly we added to the number and quality
of programs that touched people’s lives in deep and lasting ways. Today’s 2nd reading tells us we
are called to be living stones. As a community we are built around the cornerstone, “JESUS” As a
community we are called to mirror His influence. Being gentle, kind, compassionate, caring, hospi-
table, seeking others, praising Him together. We gather in His name for refreshment and to be sent
into the world.  As stones come in different shapes, sizes, and weights, so do we in our gifts and
talents. I am thankful that you the people of God were generous with your time, talent and treasure.

In daily life we as humans will struggle with relationships, and some interactions. I would be
remiss if I did not point out the negative effect that gossip and adding to or forgetting part of the
story has on those around us. Those are the moments where we have placed God's call to the side
and embraced the fully human part of us. I place before you my apology for any times, that I have
not lived up to the call of being a Christian.  I ask for your forgiveness. I invite you to reach out to
another and share the same message of reconciliation.

It is my intent to come back to St. Philip’s in late July or early August to celebrate the Eucha-
rist with you. I desire to tell you in person how grateful I am for you. Every Sunday for six years I
have prayed for you in the weekend Mass intention called “for the people”. This is the privilege of
being a pastor. During my sabbatical I will continue the practice, but I will also include the people
of Holy Rosary Parish in Detroit Lakes.

During my sabbatical I will spend time on retreat. I hope to enjoy activities that will help me
become refreshed physically, mentally, and spiritually.  I plan to take my mom on a trip to visit my
siblings (I have 11). I have promised my grandchildren that we will be doing some special things to
celebrate our relationships. I will even find time to spend with my children. Due to Covid-19 re-
strictions I will not be able to work in prison or homebound ministry like I wanted, but I trust in
Jesus to provide future opportunities for me.

I close with a couple phrases you may have heard me use… May God keep you Holy, Happy
and Healthy… Jesus loves you and so do I… and Blessings on your day!  Love and prayers…

Fr. Chuck



Monday, May 11
+Betty Anderson

Tuesday, May 12
Special Intentions for Verna Mae Lehmann
+Kurt Modest

Wednesday, May 13
+Agnes Carrier
Special Intentions for Sofia Hanson

Thursday, May 14
+Edna Eide
+Leland Auen

Friday, May 15
For the People

Saturday, May 16
+Darlene Kloeppner

Sunday, May 17
Special Intentions for Margaret Kraft-Smith

Monday, May 11
● Acts 14:5-18
● Ps 115:1-4;15-16
● Jn 14:21-26

Tuesday, May 12
● Acts 14:19-28
● Ps 145:10-13,21
● Jn 14:27-31

Wednesday, May 13
● Acts 15:1-6
● Ps 122:1-5
● Jn 15:1-8

Thursday, May 14
● Acts 1:15-17,20-26
● Ps 113:1-8
● Jn 15:9-17

Friday, May 15
● Acts 15:22-31
● Ps 57:8-11,12
● Jn 15:12-17

Saturday, May 16
● Acts 16:1-10
● Ps 100:1-3,5
● Jn 15:18-21

Sunday, May 17
● Acts 8:5-8,14-17
● Ps 66:1-7,16,20
● 1 Pt 3:15-18
● Jn 14:15-21

Mass Intentions —–—–
For Week of  May 11 to 17

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of  May 11 to 17

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the family of
Ken Traxler. May he find rest and peace, and may
his family find comfort in God’s love.

Parish Life —–—————––—

Stay At Home
For your safety the church, chapel, school, Clothing Depot, and
Parish Offices are closed to the public, with the exception of
USPO, UPS, or FedEx employees. Confessions are being heard
by appointment only; please call the Parish Office to schedule
a time with Fr. Chuck or Fr. Maschio. If you have an emergency,
please do not hesitate to call us at 218-444-4262.

Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class
(currently suspended until further notice). Please call the Parish
Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Pastoral Visitations
If you desire a home visit, communion for the homebound, or
the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick, call the Parish Office. We
want to be part of your life.

Sacramental Life ——————



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Total Actual Contributions

Week #44 (Weekend of May 3) $24,676.50

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $886,462.13 ~ Current: $847,826.64

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,727,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,624,351.61

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

“You do not need to know precisely
what is happening, or exactly where it is all going.

What you need is to recognize the possibilities
and challenges offered by the present moment,

and to embrace them with courage, faith, and hope.”
~ Thomas Merton

Spring Gala Springs to October 16
Friday, May 1, would have been the day to gather for the
Annual Spring Gala to benefit St. Philip’s School. We didn’t
miss the fun 2020 event, it’s just been rescheduled for Friday,
October 16. Please reserve the date now. If you would like to
support this event or buy tickets, contact the Parish Office at
218-444-4262.

“The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone.” (1 Peter 2:7)
Every person has been given gifts from the Holy Spirit. These
are called “charisms” and they are used to build God’s kingdom
on earth. While many people are able to recognize their natural
talents and abilities, they may be unsure of their charisms. If you
know someone who is struggling for a direction in life, give
them a little encouragement. Help them discern their charisms
and how God is calling them to use them. Remember - no gift
is too small or insignificant in God’s salvation plan.

Statement from the Office of Formation in Discipleship re:
Cancellation of 2020 St. John Paul II Camp

CROOKSTON, MINNESOTA, May 1, 2020 – In 2006, in an ef-
fort to develop leadership growth opportunities for youth of all
ages in the Diocese of Crookston, Blessed (Saint) John Paul II
Camp was created. Over the years, this summer experience has
touched the hearts of hundreds of middle-schoolers and has
created leadership opportunities for high-schoolers and college
students. As such, countless youth have had beautiful encoun-
ters with our Lord Jesus Christ at Saint John Paul II Camp. This
camp is and will remain a priority for the Diocese of Crookston.

Over the past few months, we have all been challenged by a
change to the rhythm of our everyday lives. We have all made
sacrifices we were not anticipating two or three months ago.
The COVID-19 public health crisis is causing individuals, fami-
lies, churches, schools and businesses to reassess and adjust
future plans.

Diocese of Crookston staff share in this challenge. We have had
many conversations in the past month regarding ministry, spe-
cifically our summer youth programming. Our greatest priority
is the safety and well-being of everyone, especially the students
and staff participating in St. John Paul II Camp.

As difficult as it is, we believe the most prudent decision is to
cancel the 2020 St. John Paul II Camp “Into the Deep”. We un-
derstand this is disappointing to all participants and families,
and yet we trust in the Holy Spirit who has guided and will con-
tinue to guide this ministry moving forward. All participants will
receive a full refund. Participants will also be kept updated re-
garding ministry, opportunities and programs moving forward.

We are committed to creating life-giving ministry to the youth
of the Diocese of Crookston. Our hope and prayer is that the
Holy Spirit will continue to guide us as we reach out to our
young Church. Although times are challenging, we trust that
even greater things are to come as we move forward.

Masks Needed
When the day comes that we can celebrate Mass together, it
will be mandatory for all attendees to wear a face mask. Our
plan is to have masks on hand (for you to keep) if you do not
have one.

We are looking for volunteers to sew the masks necessary for
distribution. If you have remnant materials and are willing to
sew them at your homes, please call the Parish Office, 444-
4262. Thank you for your help in accomplishing this task!.



St. Philip’s Mission Statement:

To Accomplish God’s Work Project Rachel Ministry Confidential Phoneline
The Project Rachel Ministry confidential phoneline is now
available in the Diocese. This phoneline is meant to help
those who are post-abortive because they had an abortion,
they were the father of a child who was aborted, or they have
a family member impacted by abortion. The phone line will
be answered by Julie Krejci who participated in Project Rachel
training sponsored by the USCCB and has a M.A. in Counsel-
ing Psychology. The purpose of the helpline is not to provide
counseling but to refer the caller to others including priests
to allow for healing and reconciliation. The helpline number
is 218-470-0112 and the caller’s number is not identified by
the receiving number..  Run 5/24

Frequently asked questions:
Q: When will St. Philip’s open it’s doors for Mass

again?
A: Once Governor Walz and then Bishop Hoeppner
give their approval for larger groups to reconvene, we
will be able to have Mass again in the church.

Q: Is the chapel open for adoration?
A: Not yet, unfortunately.

Q: Can I still go to Reconciliation?
A: Yes, definitely. Confessions are by appointment
only at this time, so call the Parish Office to schedule
a time with either of the priests.

Q: When will the Clothing Depot open for business,
and can I drop off items now?
A: We listen to the governor daily for updates on the
status for small business re-opening. As of now, we
are unable to open. Please do not bring your item for
drop-off until they are open for business.

Q: Can I watch Mass online?
A: Definitely. Go to www.stphilipsbemidji.org; the
weekend Mass from St. Philip’s is on the home page
for you to view. Click on the link to view Bishop Rob-
ert Barron’s celebration of daily Mass.

Q: I have not been able to drop my stewardship en-
velopes in the offertory basket. What are options
for giving?
A: Although we can’t physically worship in the church,
financial responsibilities continue (utilities, salaries,
building commitments, etc). Thank you to all who pro-
vide financial support. There are several options for
anyone to do so. (See page three). Please know the
most cost-effective way (so your gift has the most
impact) is to set up an electronic funds transfer pay-
ment. It is simple and there are no costs to you or the
parish. Call the parish Office with questions. Thanks!

Q: Is the Parish Office open?
A. Yes, we are open for deliveries or appointments
from 9 AM to 3 PM weekdays. If you must visit the
Parish Office, please practice social distancing for
everyone’s safety.

Real Presence Radio is holding their an-
nual Spring Feed My Sheep fundraising
event on May 12-15. Tune in to hear
amazing stories of renewal of faith, return-
ing to and growing your faith. We will also
be sharing wonderful stories about some

of the incredible priests and parishes in our dioceses, hear from
some of our supporters about how Real Presence Radio has
made a difference in their lives and…..daily contests!

You can support the Real Presence Radio fundraising event in
two ways:

● Call 877-795-0122 ~ 7AM to 7PM ~ May 12-15
● Donate online at www.realpresenceradio.com

Your donation supports one of the greatest resources we have
to find answers about the Catholic faith and grow in your com-
panionship with Jesus.

There is much work left to be done. While abortion rates in
our state are near their lowest since 1973, abortion remains
the leading cause of death in MN. A staggering 648,875 un-
born children lost their lives to abortion from 1973 to
2018. The latest state abortion report for 2018 indicates why
we must redouble our efforts:

● 9,910 abortions were performed in our state – an aver-
age of 27 every single day.
● 44% of abortions were paid for with taxpayer funds.
● 63% of all abortions were performed by Planned

Parenthood—far more than any other provider.
Source: www.mccl.org [Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life]

Are you considering the Diaconate OR do you
know of a man in your parish who should?
If you are considering discerning a call to the Permanent Diac-
onate please read this announcement. The Permanent Diaco-
nate is a ministry of Word, Sacrament and Service. As a ministry
of the Word Deacons proclaim the Gospel during Mass and
through their lives. As a ministry of Sacrament Deacons assist
at Mass and preside at baptisms, weddings, funerals and wake
services depending on the needs of the parish. And as a minis-
try of Service deacons carry out all manner of works of charity
from visiting the sick, caring for the poor, and participating in
prison ministry among many other Corporal and Spiritual
Works of Mercy. There are currently five Deacon Candidates
discerning a call to the Permanent Diaconate who are in their
second year of formation – please pray for them. The next
group of men will gather for the first year of formation (called
the Aspirancy year) in 2021-2022. While this may seem well
into the future, if you are considering the Diaconate (or think
someone else should) you are encouraged to talk with your
priest and to also contact Deacon Mark Krejci, Director of Dea-
con Formation, mkrejci@crookston.org, so that they can both
pray for you and provide you with further information.

Coordinator Needed
St. Philip’s is strongly considering hosting an
American Red Cross Blood Drive here on July 2,
2020. For this to happen we need someone to
coordinate the project, i.e. line up volunteers
and schedule times for the blood draws. The
Red Cross does all the set up for the drive. If interested
please contact Tammy in the Parish Office. Thank you for
helping out with this worthwhile project for our community!



The Bemidji Catholic Community
The Church of St. Philip

702 Beltrami Ave. NW, Bemidji, Minnesota 56601
218-444-4262 | stphilipsbemidji.org

RETURNING TO MASS AT ST. PHILIP’S (Date to be determined)Celebrating	Mass	together	will	be	a	joyful	experience,	but	adjustments,	sacri ices	and	patience	will	be	required.	New	protocols	and	limitations	will	allow	us	to	worship	while	considering	the	safety	of	all	involved--the	common	good	must	be	our	priority.	We	recognize	communication	is	vital.	We	will	communicate	using	email,	Facebook	(@stpbji),	website	(stphilipsbemidji.org),	weekly	bulletin,	school	email	and	newsletter	(Snippets).	Information	and	instructions	will	
evolve.	We	will	continue	to	adapt	together.	Thank	you.
MASS-SPECIFIC	INFORMATION

 MASS	TIMES	CHANGES:	Adjustments	are	required	to	allow	for	cleaning
๐ Saturday:	5:30	p.m.
๐ Sunday:	(NEW)	7:00	a.m.,	9:00	a.m.,	11:00	a.m.	and	6:30	p.m.

 ENTERING	CHURCH:
๐ Beltrami	Avenue	(Door	#3)	and	Parking	Lot	(Door	#2)	will	be	kept	open	to	minimize	contact	with	handles,	etc.
 Apply	hand	sanitizer	upon	entering.
 The	Adoration	Chapel	will	be	closed	to	minimize	areas	to	clean.
 Bring	and	wear	masks	at	all	times	(except	when	receiving	communion).			๐ Maintain	6-ft	distance	from	others.	(may	require	waiting	outside)

 LIMITED	SEATING:	Ushers	will	seat	people	as	they	arrive	AND	dismiss	people	when	Mass	concludes	to	facilitate	proper	social	distancing	and	seat	as	many	people	as	possible					at	each	Mass.	Please	follow	their	instructions	and	be	courteous	to	the	volunteer	ministers.	(Please	note:	you	may	not	be	able	to	sit	in	the	area	of	your	choice.)
 Every	other	row	will	remain	empty.			๐ The	Social	Hall	will	be	used	for	seating.

 MINISTRIES	(for	each	Mass)	Call	the	Parish	Of ice	to	help	with	ministries:
 Two	readers,	up	to	eight	ushers,	one	musician/one	cantor.
๐ There	will	be	no	altar	servers.

 WORSHIP	AIDS	(Hymnals	will	not	be	used):
 Music,	readings	and	other	information	will	be	available	to	download	to	electric	devices	(phone,	tablets,	etc.)	at	stphilipsbemidji.org.	A	link	also	will	be	posted	on	church	monitors	and	other	locations.	(PLEASE	TURN	VOLUME/VIBRATION	OFF	WHEN	ENTERING	CHURCH).
 A	minimal	number	of	worship	aids	will	be	available	for	people	unable	to	use	the	technology	option.



 STEWARDSHIP:
๐ Offertory	envelopes	can	be	deposited	in	designated	boxes	as	you	enter	the	church.	There	also	are	“no	contact”	alternatives	for	giving	(see	below).

● SIGN	OF	PEACE: 	Parishioners	will	be	instructed	to	extend	God’s	peace	through	a	simple	nod	of	the	head	to	their	neighbors.
 RECEIVING	COMMUNION:

 There	will	be	no	communion	procession:	Please	remain	standing	in	your	pew.	Clergy	will	come	to	each	pew	to	give	you	the	Body	of	Christ	in	the	hand	only.	(Hold	out	your	hands,	left	on	top	of	right.	Do	not	take	the	host	from	the	priest,	but	rather	allow	them	to	place	it	in	your	hand.).	To	preserve	the	safety	of	all	in	attendance, we	will	not	distribute	Communion	on	the	tongue.	Only	clergy	will	distribute	Holy	Communion.
๐ Precious	Blood	will	not	be	offered.

 OTHER	CHANGES:
 Water	fountains	will	be	turned	off.
 Holy	water	fonts	must	remain	empty.
 Obligation	to	attend	Mass	is	still	dispensed. 	If	your	health	is	compromised	or	you	do	not	feel	safe	coming	to	Mass,	PLEASE	stay	home. 	You	may	also	wish	to	attend	a	weekday	Mass	to	avoid	crowds.
 Coffee	and	rolls	will	be	discontinued	until	further	notice.



Just for Kids —————————–——————————

Directions:
Color the picture of Mary
Color the letters
Cut out the oval
Glue it to colored paper to use as a frame

More coloring fun!
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