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FIRST ALLEGIANCE October 18, 2020

As we approach the November elections, we naturally reflect on our allegiance
to our country. Yet, it is important to maintain our perspective: no allegiance is
more important than our allegiance to God. Our primary identity is not as citizens
of our country, but as children of God. It is God to whom we belong, first and
foremost. This is the message we find in this weekend’s readings.

This weekend’s first reading from Isaiah is about Cyrus, the Persian king. God
gave power to Cyrus so he could subdue the Babylonians. Cyrus then allowed the
Israelites, who had been held captive for so many years, to return to Jerusalem.
The rebellion that took place was not accomplished for Cyrus’ sake or for his king-
dom. It was accomplished for the glory of God. What was most important was that
success did not belong to the Babylonians or to the Persians, but to God, and
knowing that there is none other besides Him.

In this weekend’s Gospel, those opposed to Jesus were trying to trap Him with
a question related to taxation. Jesus responded by saying, “repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” An image of Caesar and an
inscription were on the Roman coinage. Therefore, they belonged to Caesar.
Jesus does not ask, but the implied question then is: Where do we find God’s im-
age and inscription? The answer is, in us, His children. We are created by God in
His image and God’s law is inscribed on our hearts. Jesus’ message to his oppo-
nents is that no matter what their allegiance was to Rome, they belonged to God.
Caesar may claim the coins to be his own, but he cannot claim the people; the peo-
ple are claimed by God ... the Creator.

We belong to God … we are His, and we must repay to God what belongs to
God. How do we do this? We do this by giving ourselves to God: loving Him with
all our heart, all our soul, all our mind. We do this by giving God the best we have
to offer: our first fruits of time, talent, and treasure. We do this by giving God our
first allegiance: putting God first, before nations or kingdoms, political or econom-
ic systems, institutions, or ideologies.

May the Eucharist we receive each week unite us with Christ and each other,
and strengthen our unity with our God, to whom we belong, now and forever.

Blessings on your week. Stay healthy and safe.
Dcn. Robb



Monday, Oct 19
No Daily Mass
Tuesday, Oct 20

6:30 PM Mass for Hope & Healing: Special Intentions for
those who have lost a child before or after birth

Wednesday, Oct 21
8:40 AM School Mass: +Robert J. Huderle

Thursday, Oct 22
8:30 AM Mass: +Tom & Jvonne Gray

Friday, Oct 23
8:40 AM School Mass: +Vernon Gary

Saturday, Oct 24
5:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for President Trump

Sunday, Oct 25
8:00 AM Mass: Special Intentions for Msgr. Mike Patnode

10:00 AM Mass: +Hugh McCormick
6:30 PM Mass: For the People

Monday, Oct 19
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

5:30 PM Volunteer MS/HS group leader mtg (St. Kateri Rm)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, Oct 20
11:30 AM Finance Council Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

7:00 PM Newman Club (Rectory)
Wednesday, Oct 21

9:00 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Kateri Rm)
9:30 AM Rosary (Chapel)
6:30 PM Faith Formation, MS/HS

Thursday, Oct 22
6:30 PM RCIA & Beyond-Revelation and Faith (St. Kateri Rm)

Friday, Oct 23
Saturday, Oct 24

4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, Oct 25
5:55 PM Rosary (Church)
7:30 PM Newman Club M&M Night (Church/Rectory)

Monday, Oct 19
●  Eph 2:1-10
●  Ps 100:1-5
●  Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday, Oct 20
●  Eph 2:12-22
●  Ps 85:9-14
●  Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday, Oct 21
●  Eph 3:2-12
●  Ps Is 12:2-6
●  Lk 12:39-48

Thursday, Oct 22
●  Eph 3:14-21
●  Ps 33:1-2,4-5,11-12,18-19
●  Lk 12:49-53

Friday, Oct 23
●  Eph 4:1-6
●  Ps 24:1-4
●  Lk 12:54-59

Saturday, Oct 24
●  Eph 4:7-16
●  Ps 122:1-5
●  Lk 13:1-9

Sunday, Oct 25
●  Ex 22:20-26
●  Ps 18:2-4,47,51
●  1 Thes 1:5-10
●  Mt 22:34-40

This Week in the Parish —––—

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of October 19-25

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of  October 19 to 25

St. Philip’s extends condolences to the family of
Judy Hede.  May she find rest and peace, and may
her family find comfort in God’s love.

Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, November 1. Please
call the Parish Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Jerry or Fr. Michael.

Sacramental Life ——————

Congratulations and Blessings to Alexandra Coe
who received our Lord for the first time.



Newman Club ———————
St. Philip’s Mission Statement:

To Accomplish God’s Work

Stewardship of Financial Resources

Total Actual Contributions

Week #15 (Weekend of Oct 11) $10,509.00

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $288,259.21 ~ Current: $236,427.80

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,727,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $1,912,819.01

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Options for offertory giving:
 Deposit envelopes in boxes in the Narthex.
 Contact Deacon Kermit Erickson to set up recurring

ACH withdrawals.
 Give online at stphilipsbemidji.org.
 Give via text: Text "give" to 218-277-6444, follow

link you receive, receive a link, click "sign in" to
register for an account, complete registration to
receive a secure PIN, select “offertory,” enter the
donation amount and payment.

Upcoming Retreats…

CHRIST THE KING RETREAT CENTER
621 First Ave South – Buffalo, MN 55313

Women’s Silent Mid-Week Retreat
Theme: “A Listening Heart” - All is Grace. All is Gift.
Dates: Oct 27-29, 2020
Presented by: King’s House Preaching Team
Suggested Offering: $160 per person ($30 non-refundable
deposit per person required)

Men’s Silent Weekend Retreat
Theme: “A Listening Heart” - All is Grace. All is Gift.
Dates: Oct 30-Nov 1, 2020
Presented by: King’s House Preaching Team
Suggested Offering: $160 per person ($30 non-refundable
deposit per person required)

Retreatants can get more information or register online at
www.kingshouse.com or by calling Christ the King Retreat
Center at 763-682-1394.

Parish/School Employment Opportunities
St. Philip’s Church & School is searching for:
• Custodial cleaning staff member. Mon.-Fri., 3:30-7 PM

during St. Philip’s school year. Custodial/cleaning experi-
ence is a plus, but not required.

• Dishwasher. 3-4 hours a day on days school is in session.

People who accept these positions must be safe environment
certified. If interested in any of these positions, contact Dcn.
Robb Naylor at 218-441-4904.

Parish Life —–—————––—

Reaching Others for Christ
You may have heard Pope Francis’ call for all Catholics to be
“Missionary Disciples” but wonder “What does this mean for
me?” or even “How do I do this?” Join Deacon Mark Krejci for
this six-session online course that will prepare you for sharing
the good news of the Gospel with anyone in your life. The
workshop will be offered via zoom 7 to 8:15 PM. Thursday
nights (Oct. 15-Nov. 19) People from across the Diocese of
Crookston can participate from home. You will need a high-
speed internet connection. Register at crookston.org. Please
contact Deacon Krejci, Office of Formation in Discipleship for
the Diocese of Crookston, at mkrejci@crookston.org with
questions.

Mass for Hope & Healing
Tuesday, October 20 at 6:30 PM
We gather to pray for all who have suffered
the loss of a child, especially through miscar-
riage, abortion, stillbirth and infant loss. This
Mass is an opportunity for healing for the
families and a chance for our parish family
to support, remember, and celebrate these
children and their families. All are welcome including parents,
grandparents, siblings, parishioners and friends.

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and
to God the things that are God’s.” - Matthew 22:21
Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God. We
aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the
gifts God has given each of us. All God is asking is that we give
back a portion of what He gave us. This is the essence of Stew-
ardship. God should be our first priority in everything. All else
comes second, especially our money.

At the halfway point, Monday, October 12/Day 20: 212 lives
have been saved from abortion worldwide (that are known of
since Sept. 23). www.40daysforlife.com/Day20

4th Grade Elementary Faith Formation
children NEED YOU to share your with them!!

A Catechist (or two – team teach with a friend) is
needed to help the children learn and grow in faith.
Our gift of passing on the faith is a blessing to them.
You will make a great difference in their lives!
Elementary Faith Formation is using the Hybrid model – com-
bined In-Person and At-Home learning. Catechist is responsi-
ble for the In-Person learning – two times per month.

When does the Newman Club gather? We set aside time
after the 6:30 Mass on Sundays & Tuesdays to meet, when
class is in session (not long/holiday weekends). We also
ZOOM Wednesdays at 4:15. On other days & times, addition-
al events may be scheduled (usually recreational, but also
some spiritual activities). If you’d like to participate but these
times don’t work for you, please suggest times that do work.
Please note there is no M&M Night tonight, 10/18, due to the
long weekend.



RCIA - COME AND SEE … COME AND LEARN
This week’s Gospel story focuses on how Jesus escapes his opponents’ deadly
trap. It begins a series of controversies between Jesus and Pharisees who seek to
“entrap” him through lose/lose questions. Should one pay the one denarius poll
tax to the Roman government? It is not a political statement about paying taxes
or promoting a separation between Church and state. It’s really about where our
first allegiance lies.

Jesus very cleverly tells his opponents “to repay to Caesar what belongs to Cae-
sar and to God what belongs to God.” Only the official coin belongs to Caesar.
However, Jewish creation theology taught that everything and everyone be-
longed to God, the Creator. Jesus denies Caesar any claim to divinity. That is re-
served to God alone. But Caesar can have back his one coin, for it already be-
longs to him.

The new season of the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is starting.
Our meetings begin in the Fall, culminate at Easter, and are meant to provide a
learning experience that will bring participants into full fellowship with the Cath-
olic Church. (We also take time to break open the scriptures such as the one
above!)

Why Should You Join Us?
 Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic tradition?
 Are you looking for a pressure-free, non-judgmental environment where you

can learn about Catholicism?
 Have you had a previous bad experience while looking into the faith?
 Want a fresh start?
 Perhaps you are searching quietly and need some answers.
 Perhaps you’re already Catholic and wish to renew and strengthen your faith.
 Come and see … Come and learn. Get answers for your questions!

It is never too late to join us. Our next RCIA meeting is on Thursday, October
22 at 6:30 PM in St. Philip’s Church, St. Kateri meeting room.

You do not have to make your faith journey alone! Come to our meetings. We
will walk with you. Call Dcn. Kermit or Dcn. Robb at 444-4262, or email at kerick-
son@stphilipsbemidji.org or rnaylor@stphilipsbemidji.org for more information.
Or, check out our website: http://www.stphilipsbemidji.org .



Drive-In Bingo

/  Raffle
Thanks to all who sold/bought 50/50 Raffle Tickets. St. Philip’s Parish families went above and
beyond with a short time to sell tickets and a challenging ticket selling environment. We reduced
the number of tickets printed, eliminated a mailing and did as much labor internally to reduce
overhead costs. St. Philip’s received proceeds totaling $8,691.73. The same amount was distribut-
ed to the following winners: 1st Place: Diana Kopczyk ($6,518.80); 2nd Place: Deacon Kermit Er-
ickson ($1,303.76); 3rd Place: Helen Widerski ($434.59); 4th Place: Emilee Lindseth ($260.75);
and Jane Baukol ($173.83). Congratulations! Thanks to Sharon Zarrett and Lisa Martin for ticket
tracking.

Thank you to all who supported our uncon-
ventional, UnBlock Party! The generosity,
flexibility and community spirit of St. Philip’s
Parish is a great gift!

Drive-In Bingo attracted 144 bingo players in 44
vehicles. Players enjoyed a safely distanced evening
with bingo games and a hot dog meal courtesy of the
Knights of Columbus with beverages from Nei
Bottling, and frozen custard from Culver’s. Generous
donated prizes from parishioners and local businesses
added to the fun. Thanks to Toby Glen for technological
help that allowed us to transmit from our sound system
to players’ car radios. More than $1,600 were collected.
There will be some expenses deducted from that
amount.

Caller Wayne Chadwick kept the games going and
numerous volunteers worked together to trouble-
shoot aspects of this Coronavirus-commanded event.
Volunteers included: Terri Caouette; Meggen,
Jenny, Ellie, and Lucy Solheim; Nicole Pink, Trudy
Petersen, Anysia Pink, Lisa Friedt, Liah Ophus,
Kailey Rucinski, Jeremy Seibel, Wayne DuFault,
Shannon Seibel, Ryan Schafer,
Kody Karr, Nathan
Mertens, Julie Frank,
Jeri Fuller, Tracy Filipi,
and Cliff Frank. (Names

were taken from volunteer sign-in sheet. Apologies to anyone
omitted.) Drive-In Bingo would not have happened without the
creativity and dedication of the UnBlock Party Committee: Brad
& Jill Olson; Cassie & David Liedl; Mollie Burlingame; Barry
Karpinski; Ashley Stevens; and Staci Lundberg. Thanks to all
who supported Drive-In Bingo!



Silent Auction
This wasn’t a new event, but online bidding gave it a new twist. Thanks to Lisa Martin, Lisa Beyer, Mol-
lie Burlingame and especially Tammy Johnson for putting together 57 baskets that garnered more than
$5,000 in bids!

Outdoor Hospitality
Thanks to all who joined us after the Sunday morning Masses October 4. The early morning was a little
brisk but several people enjoyed some fellowship and got a good look at the Silent Auction baskets.
Thanks to the Kirby Washburn, Dominick Washburn, Andrew Washburn, Andrew Breczinski, John
Breczinski, Brad Olson, Kris Jensen, Monica Barrette, Nancy Goodman and Wayne Chadwick for put-

THANK YOU to generous parishioners & local businesses!
Anonymous Judy David Keith's Pizza Paul Bunyan Communications

Glen & Connie Aagaard Margaret DeMers Don & Bev Kraft Mary Lou & Bob Peters

Ace on the Lake Matt & Dianne Dockendorf Tom & Judy Kriz Raphael's Bakery

Angel Nails Erbert’s & Gerbert’s Lazy Jacks Don & Mary Rindahl

Arby's First National Bank, Be-
midji Bonnie Lee Sara Labraaten State Farm

Agency
Bemidji Brewing Frontier Electric Liturgy Committee Jim & Cynthia Scanlan

Bemidji Locker & Fish Dondelinger GM Kell Lovell Larry & Helenruth Schuette

Bemidji Paper George & Joann Gardner Lueken's Village Foods Larry & Diane Senger

Bemidji Woolen Mills Russ & Helen Glen Kay & Larry Mack Slim's Bar & Grill

Big River Scoop Great Clips John & Judy Mackenroth St. Philip's Teachers and Staff

Buena Vista Ski Area Henry & Phyllis
Hammerback Rich Marsolek Mark & Nancy Studer

Mollie & Tony Burlingame Judy Hendrickson Verona Mikkelson Tom & Alice Thompson

Scott & Gretchen Buxton Higgins Heating, Air Condi-
tioning & Refrigeration

MJ Architectural Studios,
Inc. Up North Agate Jewelry

Don & Darryle Carlson Hill's Country Greenhouse Buddy & Jessica Mulkey Wagner Plumbing and Heating

Stephen & Cheryl Christlieb Dave & Jennifer Hoefer Ardell & Alex Nadeson Moe & Marleen Webb
Kent & Mary Jo Christian-
son InHarvest NAPA Auto Parts Ben & Tracy Weseloh

Country Kitchen Kris Jensen Robb Naylor Ted & Mary Margaret Will

Corner Bar Tammy Johnson Nei Bottling Coleen & Al Wiltse

Countryside Restaurant Tim & Paulette Kassa Patrick Nugent Sharon Zarrett

Culver's Kenny’s Clark Papa Murphy's Pizza

Dairy Queen KD Floral & Gifts Philip & Abbey Nyhusmoen

Best efforts were made to include all donors, but errors do happen. Please contact Maryhelen Chadwick
(mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org) if an omission did occur, so we can recognize all of our generous
and thoughtful donors.

Parking Lot Sale Follow-Up and Thanks Next Week



Would you like to become involved in liturgical ministries at St. Philip’s?
Call/Email Bonnie Lee (blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org)

blee1@stphilipsbemidji.org or call 218-441-4905.

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
Week of October 24/25 ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Philip’s School Happenings —

Bemidji Council 1544

Randy Lipscy
Grand Knight 760-7024

Joe Bofferding
Financial Secretary 556-0651

Opening
Soon!

Oct 20, Tues: Picture Day. PK3 will have pictures on Nov 18.

Oct 23, Fri: DARE starts for 6th graders

Oct 26, Mon: Flu Shot Forms Due

Oct 29, Thurs: St. Philip’s Flu Shot Clinic for students. 8-11 AM

Nov 6, Fri: End of 1st Quarter

Nov 12 & 13, Thurs & Fri: No School

Nov 12, Thurs: Conferences

Nov 18, Wed: Picture Retake Day and PK 3 Picture Day

Nov 25-27, Wed-Fri: Thanksgiving Vacation

Sat., October 24
5:30 PM

Sun., October 25
8:00 AM

Sun., October 25
10:00 AM

SACRISTAN Connie Aagard Stephanie Downey Mary Herried (sub req.)

LECTOR 1 Aaron Heger HELP PLEASE Ernie Rall

LECTOR 2 Roger Heger Mollie Rupp Sue Hengel

INTERCESSOR Dcn Robb HELP PLEASE Laura Hansen

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

Roger Heger Mollie Rupp Sue Hengel

CAPTAIN Betty Lindy Sue Lucas HELP PLEASE

EMHC
Mary Jo Christenson
Marsha Stebe

Elizabeth Mathews
Stephanie Rupp
Tracie Walter

Barb Nyberg
Chris Nyberg (sub req.)
HELP PLEASE

USHER - Main Church

Will Christianson
Lauren Christianson
Josh Christianson
Glen Laginess

Mark Froelich
Charlie Maus
Tony Nistler
Bob Schlichting

Barbara Fitzgerald
Randy Nyberg
Don Pohl
Bob Pohl

GREETER -
Entrance Door

Kathy LeMoine
Frances Schmitt

Todd Scofield
Mary Scofield

Jan Busch
Myrna Cwikla

Bemidji Christian Women’s Connection
Luncheon Program

Monday, October 19 at 1 PM
Eagles Club (front entrance, 1270 Neilson St SE

Linda Berg
from Superior, WI will share

“Becoming an Author
Wasn’t My Plan”

featuring her book “Kissing Pot”

Meal & program, $13. Reservations: call Linda at 444-4709 or
Carolyn at 751-4597. Walk-ins welcome. *Masks optional
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