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Insights from the desk of Fr. Michael Arey May 2, 2021
As Catholics we often think of the month of May as the month of Mary. Some people

wonder why Catholics give such homage to Mary and some even ask the question: Do Cath-
olics worship Mary? In one sense yes, we do. People often lack a sufficient knowledge of
words and their meaning. This can cause conflicts and difficulties in our discussions with
people from another faith. Thankfully, our rich Catholic faith in accordance with the Holy
Bible draws a clear distinction between the different ways we worship.

The Catholic Church believes that prayer and worship are distinct from each other; for
Catholics prayer is not identical to worship, when we pray to Mary or the saints, we do not
worship them in the exact way we worship God. When a Catholic prays to Mary or a saint
we are asking them for their intercession or asking those in heaven to pray for us, like how
we ask our friends and family to pray for us. This concept of asking our friends and family
to pray for us or those in heaven to pray for us is deeply rooted in scripture. St. Paul in his
epistle to Timothy urge Christians to pray for one another; “First of all, I urge that petitions,
prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for everyone” (1 Timothy 2:1). This teach-
ing of St. Paul is the basis why we ask our friends and family to pray for us, especially the
saints in heaven because the prayers of the righteous is powerful (James 5:16).

Catholicism and Protestantism have a different understanding of the word “worship”.
Protestants believe that worship automatically equates to adoration of God. Whereas Cathol-
icism follows the biblical understanding of worship wherein it is a general term that have
three distinct actions.

Latria – An act of adoration or worship due to God alone (this is what we
do during the Holy Mass). (Exodus 20:1-5)
Hyperdulia – An act of respect/honor towards the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Luke 1:48)
Dulia – An act of respect/honor towards the saints (Romans 13:7)

Even our Protestant friends in the past have used the term worship in a similar way. In
the Anglican Church during a wedding ceremony, found in the 1552 Book of Common
Prayer: “With this ring I thee wed: with my body I thee worship: and with all my worldly
goods I thee endow.”

The term “worship” being a general term itself is perfectly demonstrated in the Old Tes-
tament in the book of Daniel 2:46 as we read.

Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell down and worshiped Daniel and ordered sacrifice and
incense offered to him.

The king “fell down and worshiped” Daniel. Why did the prophet Daniel accept the
homage done to him by the king? The prophet Daniel perfectly understands that what the
king is doing is not “Latria” or adoration due to God alone, but an act of veneration or re-
spect/honor.

This is exactly what Catholics are doing towards Mary and the saints, we are not wor-
shiping them in the exact way we worship God. We are rendering veneration or an act of
respect/honor towards Mary.  Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us!



Monday, May 3
No Daily Mass

Tuesday, May 4
6:30 PM Mass: +Arnold & +Margaret Kunze

Wednesday, May 5
8:40 AM Mass: +Neil Gallagher

Thursday, May 6
8:30 AM Mass: +Ty Andree

Friday, May 7
8:40 AM Sch Mass: +Clarence & +Jeanette Monger

Saturday, May 8
5:30 PM Mass: +Msgr. Mike Patnode

Sunday, May 9
8:00 AM Mass: +Patricia Nugent

10:00 AM Mass: For the People
6:30 PM Mass: Special Intentions for Bonnie Pritschet

Monday, May 3
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)

7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, May 4
3:30 PM 33 Days to Morning Glory (St. Kateri Rm)
5:00 PM St. Gianna’s Group (Social Hall)
7:00 PM Pastoral Council Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Wednesday, May 5
9:30 AM Rosary (Chapel)
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Elizabeth Rm)
5:00 PM Block Party Committee Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Thursday, May 6
5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
6:00 PM KC Board Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Friday, May 7
10:30 AM Bible Study (St. Kateri Rm)

Saturday, May 8 Holy Land Crafts
11:00 AM Funeral for Judith Hede

4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, May 9 Holy Land Crafts

Monday, May 3
●  1 Cor 15:1-8
●  Ps 19:2-3,4-5
●  Jn 14:6-14

Tuesday, May 4
●  Acts 14:19-28
●  Ps 145:10-11,12-13a,21
●  Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday, May 5
●  Acts 15:1-6
●  Ps 122:1-2,3-4ab,4cd-5
●  Jn 15:1-8

Thursday, May 6
●  Acts 15:7-21
●  Ps 96:1-2a,2b-3,10
●  Jn 15:9-11

Friday, May 7
●  Acts 15:22-31
●  Ps 57:8-9,10,12
● Jn 15:12-17

Saturday, May 8
●  Jn 15:12-17
●  Ps 100:1b-2,3,5
●  Jn 15:18-21

Sunday, May 9
●  Acts 10:25-26,34-35,44-48
●  Ps 98:1,2-3,3-4
●  1 Jn 4:7-10
●  Jn 15:9-17

This Week in the Parish —––—

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of  May 3 to 9

Daily Readings —–————–—
For Week of May 3 to 9

Sacramental Life ——————
Baptisms
Parents or prospective parents who wish to present a child
for Baptism are asked to attend a baptism preparation class.
The next class is scheduled for Sunday, June 6. Please call the
Parish Office at 444-4262 for more information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Jerry or Fr. Michael.

The St. Philip’s Catholic Community welcomes
through the waters of baptism, Brooks Henry
Weaver, son of Drew & Molly Weaver. May he
be filled with the Holy Spirit.

in the Year of St. Joseph



Options for offertory giving:
 Deposit envelopes in boxes in the Narthex.
 Contact Deacon Kermit Erickson to set up recurring

ACH withdrawals.
 Give online at stphilipsbemidji.org.
 Give via text: Text "give" to 218-277-6444, follow link

you receive, receive a link, click "sign in" to  register for
an account, complete registration to receive a secure
PIN, select “offertory,” enter the donation amount and
payment.

Stewardship of Financial ResourcesParish Life —–—————––—
Total Actual Contributions

Week #43 (Weekend Apr 25) $ 6,161.00

Fiscal Year to Date
Last: $823,150.14 ~ Current: $778,758.30

Faith in Our Future Campaign
Pledged to Date: $2,727,962.70 ~ Paid to Date: $2,327,385.47

2021 Diocesan Annual Appeal
Goal: $83,924.00 ~ Pledged to Date: $45,712.00 (54.47% of goal)

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Holy Cross Cemetery
Our Cemetery Board would like implemented a spring and
fall cleanup at Holy Cross. This will allow those caring for the
cemetery easier access to the markers.

With that being said, we are asking if you have loved ones
buried at Holy Cross and currently have decorations on the
gravesites, that the decorations be removed by May 1, or
they will be discarded. Decorative items can be replaced
three days before Memorial Day.

More information will be coming in future bulletins to keep
you updated on maintenance through the summer months,
and in the fall as we prepare for winter. Thank you!

Grief Support Group or those grieving the loss of a spouse.

The grief support group at Sanford Health provides you with a
safe, supportive environment for healing. Facilitators can help you
understand the grieving process and your emotions, as well as
give you strategies for coping with guilt, anger and loneliness.

When: First and third Thursday of each month from 4:30 to 6 PM
Where: Beltrami Electric Cooperative

4111 Technology Dr NW, Second Floor, Suite 201

To learn more, call 218-333-5643. No registration or fee is
required.

**Grief Support Group grieving the loss of a loved one will start
June 10, the second Thursday of each month.

Vacation Bible School
August 2 - 6, 2021, 9:00 AM-Noon

In this sports-themed VBS, children
will become engaged into the LIFE
OF CHRIST with teachings from
God's Word on the Commandments,
the Beatitudes and the Fruits of the
Holy Spirit.

Please register and/or sign up to volunteer by July 1, 2021
Registration On-Line at https://stphilipsbemidji.org/vacation-
bible-school

Paper Registration Forms will be available at the Parish Office
after April 26.

**Please Note - Age/Grade Group sizes will be limited. If the
group is full, please sign up on the waiting list.

Volunteer Forms available On-Line at https://
stphilipsbemidji.org/vbs-volunteer-opportunities
Paper Volunteer Forms are now available at the Parish Office.

Help Wanted
Parishioner seeking individual to live-in, or part time help with
male wheelchair bound senior. Transfer assistance required.
Non-smoker. Call 751-2229 if interested.

Holy Land Crafts back to St. Philip’s
Representatives from Catholic Bethlehem Christian Families will
be with us the weekend of May 8/9 to ask for your help and
blessing for the native people of the Holy Land in Bethlehem.
These families have relied on the income from their religious
hand cared olive wood artifacts to tourists. So, we have come
the USA to try help support these families by bringing their
artifacts here to sell. All the proceeds from sales will be sent
back to the families of the Holy Land so that they may be able
to keep their homes and provide for their families. The past few
years have been very tough for the Christian families, and this
is the only source of income for them.

Come by to browse these beautiful items after all Masses on
May 8/9 and maybe take home a piece of the Holy Land.

Baby Bottle Campaign
Use your spare change to help change the life of
a mom or dad facing an unplanned pregnancy and
help save the life of their child by participating in the
Northwoods Pregnancy Center's Baby Bottle Cam-
paign. Campaign will begin on Mother's Day, May 9 and run
for two weeks. Bottles are requested to be returned by May 23.

Many Thanks...
Thank you to all those who remembered me on my birthday
last month, who kept me in prayer after I broke my shoulder,
and whose prayers sustained me during my last hospital
stint. Know that your prayers and warm greetings made all
the difference. Know also that I truly thank my God for
sharing his friends with me! ~Fr. Jerry

Bishop Pates to visit school
Diocese of Crookston interim bishop, the Most Reverend Rich-
ard E. Pates, will say school Mass Friday, May 7 at 8:40 AM.
Since school students attend Mass, space is limited. Mass will
be livestreamed at stphilipsbemidji.org.

Senior Baccalaureate Mass
All High School seniors are invited to a Baccalaureate Mass to
celebrate their Graduation at the 10:00 Mass on May 23. Please
send in a baby picture, a graduation picture, and a snippet of
what their plans are after Graduation. Please email Maddie
Pigg at mpigg1@stphilipsbemidji.org to RSVP by May 16.



St. Philip’s School Happenings —

St. Philip’s Mission Statement:
To Accomplish God’s Work

St. Philip's School participated in a "Kindness Mission" put on
by the FWTF Students. Throughout the day students learned
the power of kindness through books read to them, activities
within their classrooms and in projects done to spread kindness
throughout our community. It was an amazing day of being
Christ to one another and simply celebrating who we are called
to be...a people of kindness, compassion and empathy towards
everyone around us.

Upcoming Events
Thurs-Fri, May 6 & 7: 8th grade class trip
Friday, May 7: Interim Bishop, The Most Reverend Richard E.

Pates, will be here to celebrate Mass at 8:40 AM then visit
classrooms.

Tuesday, May 11: 8th grade at Deep Portage for the day.

Wednesday, May 12: 7th & 8th grade band concert.
Thursday, May 13: 7th grade at Deep Portage for the day.

Tuesday, May 18: Speech finals, 1:45 PM in the church for
grades 7 & 8.

Wednesday, May 19: 6th grade virtual Freshwater Festival.
8:30 AM to 2 PM.

Friday, May 21: Last day of school for PK & K-prep.

Tuesday, May 25: All School Picnic

Wednesday, May 26: 4th & 5th grade Track & Field Day.
7th grade Leadership Mass. No all-school Mass today.

Thursday, May 27: Last day of school; 8th grade graduation
Mass.

Bookkeeping/Accounting Position Opening
The Parish Bookkeeper is responsible for implementing

and performing all financial and personnel recording keeping
for St. Philip’s Church of Bemidji, along with St. Charles of Pen-
nington and the Holy Spirit Newman Center. This includes all
A/R, A/P, general ledger, payroll, bank reconciliations, journal
entries, month end and year end reporting. Accurate records
must be maintained for several departments. These include the
administration, school, faith formation, hot lunch, cemetery,
clothing depot, building projects and investments. The book-
keeper also plays a vital role in budgeting and serves as a vital
resource to the pastor.

Some post high school accounting/bookkeeping education
and/or experience is required. A college degree is not neces-
sary but would be helpful. Salary offer will depend upon edu-
cation and/or experience. Position is full time and benefits are
included. We are currently looking for a June 1 start date as
current bookkeeper plans to retire June 30.

If interested in the position please mail your resume to
Dcn. Kermit Erickson, St. Philip’s Church, 702 Beltrami Ave. NW,
Bemidji, MN. 56601 or email it to kerickson@stphilipsbemidji.
org. Preference will be given to members of St. Philip’s or an-
other Roman Catholic Parish.

Deadline for accepting applications is Monday, May 3.

The beginning of the end of abortion…
The fruits of the recently completed 40 DAYS FOR LIFE prayer
campaign have been revealed. 755 Lives Saved (that are
known of) along with 3 clinic closures and 7 workers who have
quit their jobs!  The 40 DAYS FOR LIFE Spring 2021 Grassroots
Webcast from April 20 can be found on YouTube with further
campaign coverage. www.40daysforlife.com

Lion Cub Scout Join us Night
Wednesday, May 19 ~ 6 to 7 PM

St. Philip's Social Hall
Preschool Boys and Girls who will be in Kindergarten this
coming fall. Registration, Dens forming, Summertime Pack
Award Calendars given.

*Questions? Call Allison Barta at 766-5757 or email alli-
son_barta@hotmail.com

Congratulations to the following children who
received our Lord for the first time on May 1 and 2

Beau Mathiowetz
Bennett Zeman

Brynn McFarren
Callyn Solberg

Charlotte Bannor
Christian Vacek

Declan Hunsberger
Emma Carlson

Emma Mulkey
Felicity Brooks
Isabelle Spaeth

Jack Jenkins
Jackson Boell

James Martinka
Lucy Karpinski
Maisy Zwack

McKenzie Skaja
Melody Moreno
Nicholas Brink

Noah Liedl
Reese Truax

Rosalynn Chock
Sophia Breczinski
Taylor Podmore

St. Philip’s School Gala Update
The St. Philip’s School Gala Committee is pleased and excited
to announce April 29, 2022 as the date of the next Gala. If you
would like to be involved with the re-start of this tradition,
contact the Parish Office at rector@stphilipsbemidji.org or call
218-444-4262.



Ministry Schedule —————————————————
Week of  May 8/9 ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter in the Year of St. Joseph

Did you miss these Easter gifts for you?
• Easter Daily Devotionals–daily readings through Pentecost,

May 23, 2021 by Little Books of Saginaw
• Holy Water
• Discussion Group sign up for these books:

Surprised by Truth – eleven conversion stories
by Patrick Madrid
Why We’re Catholic – 25 truths/beliefs of the
Catholic faith by Trent Horn

Additional books & Holy Water can be found by parking lot
door #2. Sign up to discuss these great books by leaving a
message for Nancy at 218-441-4907 or ngood-
man1@stphilipsbemidji.org

Parenting Series
The Year of St. Joseph was designed by Pope Francis to build
a connection with the man who was a father to Jesus, to
“increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to im-
plore his intercession, and to imitate his virtues and his
zeal.”  (Parents don’t get any more perfect than Joseph & Mary,
our holy models!) Two parenting series will be offered, spring
and fall (Sept-Dec). More info can be found at
www.crookston.org/stjoseph. The last talk of the spring series
will be “Your Child and God’s Gift of Sexuality” presented in
a ZOOM Conference by Deacon Mark Krejci, Thursday, May 6,
7-8 PM.

Saturday, May 8
5:30 PM

Sunday, May 9
8:00 AM Sunday, May 9 10:00 AM Sunday, May 9 6:30 PM

SACRISTAN Jamie Hoffman Brad Arel Sue Hengel

LECTOR 1 Janet Moris Roger Heger Mollie Rupp HELP PLEASE

LECTOR 2 Joe Czapiewski Sue Bruns Karen Merschman Cheryl Larson

INTERCESSOR Deacon Robb Naylor Deacon Kermit Erickson Deacon Kermit Erickson

INTRO TO MASS
ANNOUNCER

James Hodges Aaron Heger HELP PLEASE HELP PLEASE

ALTAR SERVER
Lucy Solheim
Gabriel Morin
Kolter Braunhausen

Sam Gish
Miles Gish
Joshua Arel

Daniel Froelich (Mentor)
Bailey Rupp
Edward Froelich

Lauren Moreno
HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

CAPTAIN EMHC Deborah Millard Matthew Arel Stephanie Downey Tracie Walter

EMHC
Heidi Hiscock
Lisa Freise

Pat Welch
Jana Heger
David Liedl

Alex Froelich
Stephanie Rupp
Kimberly Prenosil

Nate Mertens

USHER -
Main Church

Dave Hiscock
Dylan Lundin
Mark Moris
Mary Dufault

D.J. Bakken
Gary Bruns
James Wiltse
Ashlea McMartin

Leo Mathews
Casey Rupp
Dave Cwikla
Bob Schlichting

HELP PLEASE
HELP PLEASE

GREETER -
Entrance Door

Darlene Weber
Connie Aagard

Wayne Dondelinger
Coleen Wiltse

Myrna Cwikla
Joseph Prenosil
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