
St. Philip’s Church
218-444-4262

www.stphilipsbemidji.org

Parish Staff
Pastor:

Fr. Bill DeCrans                       441-4901

Parochial Vicar:
Fr. Michael Arey                      441-4902

Senior Associate:
Fr. John Kleinwachter 441-4908

Deacons:
Deacon Kermit Erickson         441-4903
Deacon Robb Naylor              441-4904

Parish Administrator:
Maryhelen Chadwick             441-4906

Bookkeeper:
Tina Stearly                            441-4909

Director of Music & Liturgy:
Bonnie Lee                             441-4905

Faith Formation Staff:
Preschool & Elementary/Safe Environment

Kris Jensen                             441-4944

High School
Sue Hengel 441-4944

Youth Group
Brad Arel 441-4911

Campus Ministry & Adult Formation:
Nancy Goodman 441-4907

Parish Office Coordinator:
Tammy Johnson 441-4900

Facility Maintenance Supervisor/
Holy Cross Cemetery Sexton:

Brad Arel                               441-4911
Maintenance Support Staff:

Jim Shaw.

Rick Dahlman

St. Philip’s School Staff
218-444-4938

Principal:
Jana Norgaard                        ext. 4941

School Office Staff:
Stephanie Glen                       441-4940
Charity Hanevold 441-4942
LeeAnn Jacobson 441-4943
Marilyn McCollum 441-4943

Sister Parish
St. Charles Pennington

2500 Scenic Hwy NE, Pennington, MN
4 p.m. Saturdays from Memorial Weekend

until Labor Day Weekend

Newman Catholic Ministries
BSU/NWTC

All sacramental events take place at
St. Philip’s Church. School year only.

St. Philip’s Clothing Depot
218-444-3835

Open 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. T, W, Th, Fri
Manager:

Norma Himmelright

Spiritual Direction
Tamara Moore

Please call the Parish Office for information.

Mass Times
Saturday 4:00 PM (St. Charles)
Saturday 5:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, & 11:00 AM
Monday 8:30 AM
Tuesday 6:30 PM
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM

Reconciliation Times
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:45 AM, 10:30 AM
or by appointment, call 444-4262 to schedule

July 16, 2023
The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.” God’s word has
great power to bear fruit beyond expectation, but it is not enough to just hear it; we
have to respond to it. In the weekday Mass gospel for this last Thursday, Jesus in-
structed his apostles to go forth to proclaim that the Kingdom of God was at hand.
Then he said: “If they do not listen to you, shake the dust from your feet and go on to
the next town.” And then he said: “It will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom
and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.” The choice we make and
action we take upon hearing the word of God is very serious.

In my favorite psalm, Psalm 95, God’s word says, “If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts as at Meribah and Massah in the desert where your ancestors
tested me and tried me though they had seen all my works . . . . . . therefor I swore in
my anger: “They shall never enter into my rest.” Again, God requires a response
from us in order for his grace and mercy to have its effect in and through us. If there
is no response there is no salvation and instead woe for us.

As I make my transition from Roseau to Bemidji and from 46 years of active min-
istry to semi-retirement it is my 11th transition since my ordination in November of
1977.  I have served in 23 different parishes – some of them a couple of times. I have
had a very grace-filled life and ministry, but sometimes I think that I have responded
to too many things. They have basically all been good things to do, but lately I have
been hearing God ask whether all these “good things” were what he really wanted me
to do. I had one person whom I worked with a lot and hunted deer with for several
years, and when I asked him to do something for me his response was almost always:
“I’ll pray about it and get back to you.” A lot of the time it was just a stalling tactic if
he did not want to do something. However, I now understand how much better it is to
discern God’s will in regard to all that I do.

I feel good to be here at St. Philip’s and believe it is God’s will. This last move
was a lot of work and I do not want to move again anytime soon, so I hope to stay
and share life and ministry with this parish for a while. I am still hearing and re-
sponding to new calls from God including one to begin this February —a two-year
(mostly on-line) course in spiritual direction or mentoring. I have a married brother
in Monticello who is also interested in this course. Hopefully this is a charism we can
offer to our parish communities in the coming years. – “If today you hear God’s
voice. . . . . . . . .  . .”
– Fr. John Kleinwachter



Safe Environment —–————–—————–——–————–———
If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the
Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, your first call should be to law enforcement. In addition, the diocesan Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator is available at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number).

Monday, July 17
8:30 AM Mass: Special Intentions for M.W. in thanksgiving

Tuesday, July 18
6:30 PM Mass: +Jack McCormick

Wednesday, July 19
8:30 AM Mass: +Mardene Schuiling

Thursday, July 20
8:30 AM Mass: +Rosemary Yavarow

Friday, July 21
8:30 AM Mass: +Lora Snyder

Saturday, July 22
4:00 PM Mass (Pennington): +Jim Rutten
5:30 PM Mass: +Corky Gothman

Sunday, July 23
7:30 AM Mass: For the People

9:00 AM Mass: +Ellen Vonasek
11:00 AM Mass: +Jennifer Spaulding Heikkinen

Mass Intentions —–—–—–—–
For Week of July 17 to 23

Monday, July 17
8:00 AM Rosary (Church)
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM Adoration (Chapel)
7:00 PM AA Mtg (St. Kateri Rm)

Tuesday, July 18
5:00 PM Third Order of Carmelites Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)

Wednesday, July 19
9:00 AM Rosary (Chapel)
9:30 AM Divine Mercy Cenacle (St. Elizabeth Rm)
6:30 PM Grill and Chill (Social Hall)

Thursday, July 20
10:30 AM Communion Service (Havenwood)

5:00 PM Society of St. Vincent de Paul Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)
7:00 PM Eucharistic Revival Team Mtg (St. Elizabeth Rm)

Friday, July 21
9:00 AM Rosary (Chapel)

10:30 AM Bible Study - Light from Light (St. Kateri Rm)

Saturday, July 22
4:00 PM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Sunday, July 23
8:35 AM Rosary (Chapel)
8:45 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

10:30 AM Reconciliation (Chapel)

Daily Readings —–————––
For Week of July 17 to 23

Monday, July 17
●  Ex 1:8-14,22
●  Ps 124:1b-3,4-6,7-8
●  Mt 10:34—11:1
Tuesday, July 18
●  Ex 2:1-15a
●  Ps 69:3,14,30-31,33-34
●  Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday, July 19
● Ex 3:1-6,9-12
●  Ps 103:1b-2,3-4,6-7
●  Mt 11:25-27
Thursday, July 20
●  Ex 3:13-20
●  Ps 105:1,5,8-9,24-25,26-27
●  Mt 11:28-30

Friday, July 21
●  Ex 11:10—12:14
●  Ps 116:12-13,15,16bc,17-18
●  Mt 12:1-8
Saturday, July 22
●  Sgs 3:1-4b
●  Ps 63:2,3-4,5-6,8-9
●  Jn 20:1-2,11-18

Sunday, July 23
●  Wis 12:13,16-19
●  Ps 86:5-6,9-10,15-16
● Rom 8:26-27
●  Mt 13:24-43

This Week in the Parish —––—

“The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but
then the cares of the world and the lure of riches choke the word
and it bears no fruit.” ~ Matthew 13:22
Does the lure of riches and material goods choke God out of
your life? Are you so caught up in earthly activities that you have
no time for God? Gratitude and generosity are virtues that we
should strive to do on a daily basis. Every decision we make ei-
ther takes us one step closer to God or one step further away.
What we receive at Mass every Sunday should be shared with
others all the other days of the week as well.



Stewardship of Financial Resources

Parish Life —–—————––—

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Total as of 6/30/23 $  78,431.72
Monthly Budget: $105,750.01

Fiscal Year-to-Date (Jul 1 to Jun 30)
YTD Actual: $1,026,686.68 YTD Budget: $1,269,000.00

Fiscal Year-to-Date (Jul 1 to Jun 30)
YTD Actual: $37,933.87 YTD Budget: $106,166.68

STEWARDSHIP ~ A HABIT OF THE HEART

Baptisms
Parents who wish to have their child baptized, will
need to complete the online Baptism Information
form, which can be accessed by scanning the QR
code. Once the form is received, you will be con-
tacted. The next class will be July 16. Please contact Kris Jen-
sen at 218-441-4944 or kjensen@stphilipsbemidij.org for addi-
tional information.

Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the Parish Office as soon as
possible (six months or more in advance) so that we can work
with you to prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony.

Anointing of the Sick or Pastoral Visit
If you are ill or will be having surgery and would like to receive
the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the Parish Office to set
up a time to meet with Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael. If hospitalized, be
sure to indicate you are Catholic upon hospital admittance.

Order of Catholic Initiation of Adults
Raised Catholic but never Confirmed, or want to become Cath-
olic? Visit with Dcn. Robb or Dcn. Kermit to find out how you
can enter into full Communion in the Catholic faith.

Religious Vocations
Contact Fr. Bill or Fr. Michael for more information.

Sacramental Life ———————

Employment Opportunity
St. Philip’s Church & School is searching for two people to
join our custodial cleaning staff full time. (One for days. One
for evenings). Custodial/cleaning experience a plus, but not
required. Safe Environment Certification will be required. If
interested, contact Maryhelen Chadwick, Parish Administrator,
at 218-444-4262 or mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org.

Vacation Bible School: July 31-August 4
MS Passport Party: August 17
End of Summer Block Party: August 26
Ministry Expo: September 30-October 1
Star of the North Eucharistic Congress: May 17-19, 2024

Looking Ahead... ——–———

Capital Campaign 2023
Thank you to parishioners and visitors
alike who have contributed to St.
Philip’s 2023 Capital Campaign. We
have raised $359,380 of the $500,000
goal. We are grateful to accept contri-
butions by cash or check (envelopes are
available in the church lobbies), online,
IRA disbursements, estate gifts, and
pledges over a three-year period. Thank
you for your prayers and contributions
to these campus improvements.

Happy Birthday, Scotty!
Please join the friends of Scotty (Florence) Tesar as we cele-
brate her upcoming 95th birthday at an open house on Friday,
July 21, from 1-4 PM at the South Shore Park Old Mill Build-
ing at 527 Lakeshore Dr in Bemidji. (The Nymore Beach stone
building—turn towards Lake Bemidji off of 1st Street SE in Ny-
more onto Central Ave towards the lake.) Cupcakes and soft
drinks will be served.

Please keep the following individuals in your prayers:
Mary Westrum, Jeff Bordwell, Beth Butcher, Brandi Green,

Joyce Morin, Eddie Giron and Ann Loeffler
* If you are in need of prayer from your St. Philip’s family, please
contact the Parish Office to have your name added to the pray-
er list, 218-444-4262.

Prayer for the Eucharistic Revival
My God, I believe, I adore, I hope
and I love You! I beg pardon for
those who do not believe, nor
adore, nor hope, nor love You.

Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore You pro-
foundly. I offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul and
Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of the
world in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference
by which He is offended. And, through the infinite merits of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg
of You the conversion of sinners. ~Our Lady of Fatima

Block Party Update
Thank you to all who have provided items for St. Philip’s Silent
Auction. Of course, the Block Party Committee also welcomes
Silent Auction prizes that reflect your unique gifts—whether it’s
an experience (like teaching someone to fish) or a skill (like
woodworking).

We have added shape reminders to the bulletin board in the nar-
thex for kids’ prizes, bingo prizes as well as baked goods. We look
forward to seeing your creations and confections for the Bake
Sale and the CupCake Walk. We are changing the Cake Walk this
year to provide more prizes and make the games last longer. We
welcome specialty items and will use them as featured prizes.
Baked items should be delivered to the Parish Office Friday (8/25)
or to the Servery (8/26). We will separate items.

Cornhole Tournament registration is open at stphilipsbe-
midji.org. Cornhole teams will meet before 5:30 p.m. Mass. Com-
petition will begin after Mass so more people can participate! We
have room for up to 32 teams. Participants must be able to throw
the official distance. Thanks to the Knights of Columbus for the
use of their cornhole boards.

50/50 Raffle We encourage each parish family to sell one $50
book of tickets ($5/ticket). Tickets can be picked up in the Parish
Office. Tickets will be available for sale and pickup at weekend
Masses in the coming weeks.

Help Spread the Word! Pick up a colorful flier to post in your
business. Share the Facebook event on your social media chan-
nels. And tell your friends!

Contact Maryhelen Chadwick with questions. (218-444-4262 or
mhchadwick@stphilipsbemidji.org).



Local Happenings ——————

Carmelite Corner —————
Lay Carmelites of The Most Pure Heart of Mary

Christmas in July. Tuesday, July 18 from 10:30 AM to 1:30 PM.
Salad luncheon, quilt raffle, bake sale, plant sale, silent auction.
Hope Lutheran Church of Walker. 305 10th Street S, Walker.
St. Peter’s Church Rummage Sale. Wednesday, July 26, 27, &
28 starting at 7 AM. End times vary. Bake Sale & Farmers Mar-
ket, Wednesday morning only. 305 W 5th Street, Park Rapids.

“Adopting Andrew has made us more aware of God’s power and
of his love for us.  We realize that he always has a perfect plan
for our lives.”

Read more at www.bit.ly/AdoptionLoveStory.
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “An Adoption Love Story”

KNIGHTS NEWS:
Congratulations to John Marcum elected as Grand
Knight for the Bemidji Council #1544 for the 2023-24
Council Year. John was most recently the Deputy Grand Knight
and Director of the KC Walleye Classic which completed its 22nd

year as the premier charitable walleye fishing tournament in
Minnesota. Joining John as new members on the board are DJ
Bakken, Joe Czapiewski, Jake Hodapp, Brad Arel, Bernie Mar-
shall, & Andrew Lankowicz. Returning board members are Joe
Bofferding, Bob Schlichting, Mark Froelich, Terry Belanger, Ron
Arel, and Randy Lipscy. Since 1911 the Knights have supported
charitable causes at St Philip’s and in the Bemidji Community.
For more information go to our website: www.kofc1544.org.
Also, make sure to stop by Art in the Park this weekend. The KC
trailer will be there selling our famous footlong hot dogs, wall-
eye fingers, walleye sandwiches and new this year, french fries!

The following letter is from a member of
the third order Carmelite Community mem-
ber at  St. Philip’s. Kim became involved
with the community when it began here.
She wanted to share with the parish, her
witness on what the third order community
means to her.

After 33 years in human resources, (as a)
wife and mother of two boys, early retirement
for me was a conscious decision to place God first in my life,
thirsting for a deeper prayer life, simplicity in my lifestyle, daily
devotions, service in the Church and deeper meaning in the
next chapter of my life. With over 15 years of being an adorer
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, I decided to pursue certifica-
tion to be a distributor of Holy Communion to serve the elderly
confined in the nursing homes. This has been a gift from God
to serve him and his precious elderly souls.

My thirst to grow in my relationship with Jesus continued, as
I looked to his Mother and completed the Michael Gaitley book,
33 Days to Morning Glory (a consecration to Mary), which led to
33 Days to Great Glory (a consecration to the Father through
Jesus) and the Father Don Calloway consecration to St. Joseph.
In 2020, my husband and I relocated to Bemidji, MN, became
members of St. Philip’s where I heard about a Third Order of
Lay Carmelites, starting in September.

Little did I know what I would find. A group of like-minded
sisters (and/or brothers) to help me grow deeper in my faith.
Our monthly 75-minute meeting, we share our prayer requests,
united we pray the Liturgy of the Hours together in voice we
praise God and harmonize with our hearts, understanding the
Bible and especially the Psalms. We study the upcoming Sun-
day gospel and share using the Lectio Divina model.

I’ve learned the Liturgy of the Hours is the prayer of the
whole “People of God.” In it, Christ continues his priestly work
through his Church. In my daily morning and evening prayer
routine at home, it’s a beautiful thing to imagine being a part
of his Church members from around the world, participating
according to their place (consecrated or laity) in this prayer,
lifting up our hearts.

God is good and he’s good all the time. I’m blessed be-
yond my imagination by this Carmelite Ministry as I continue to
learn, grow and become the person God wants me to be; more
like his Son. As our leader prays with us, “Keep Mary in your
mind and Jesus will grow in your heart”.

Kim

NEXT MEETING: THIRD ORDER OF CARMELITES
Tuesday, July 18, 5 PM ~ St. Elizabeth Room
For more information, contact Pat Sturk at
pmsturk@paulbunyan.net

Lake Itasca Dinner Cruise with Bishop Cozzens
The St. Pope John Paul II Assembly of the
Fourth Degree invites all Knights of Columbus
Council #1544 members and their significant
others to join us on Saturday, August 5 for
Mass and a Dinner Cruise with Bishop Andrew
Cozzens. We will begin the evening at 4:00

PM by celebrating a private Mass with the Bishop at St. Cathe-
rine’s Catholic Church, located outside the Itasca State Park
north entrance.  We will then take the short drive to Itasca State
Park for a Private Dinner Cruise aboard the Chester Charles! The
ship leaves port (located directly behind Douglas Lodge) at 5:30
PM and returns at 7:15 PM. Dinner includes Caesar salad, chick-
en primavera, breadsticks, and beverages. Cost is $50/person.
RSVP or direct any questions to Terry Belanger @ 218-766-8378
by Sunday, July 23.  We hope to see you there!

Save the Date-Passport Party
The 2023 Passport Party for students (grades 6-8) is set for
Thursday, August 17. More information coming soon!

Bemidji Area Church Musicians

2023 SUMMER RECITAL SERIES
Our 36th Season

Wednesday, July 19 ~ 12:00 PM
Lois Simonson, piano, Kari Miller, flute, Sanna
Gustafson, saxophone, Janet Pederson, violin

Evangelical Covenant Church
5405 Hwy 2 W (across from Bemidji Theatre)

Free-will offering to support music scholarships. Luncheon
served following recital. Cost to be announced.



Your Parish Representatives:
Parish Council Members: Dave Brooks, Jamie Glen, Marilynne Hodapp, Mike Hougen, Kim Klinger, Betty Lindy, Tracie Walter, George
Whalen.

Finance Council Members: Grant Frenzel, Amy Haskell, Roger Heger, Kay Mack, Kirby Washburn
School Council Members: Will Beise, Erin Curran, Sarah Haman, Sarah Martinka, Trudy Peterson, Scott Winter

Trustees: Kevin Erpelding, Tracie Walter

Ministry Schedule —————————————————
July 22/23 ~ Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, July 22
5:30 PM

Sunday, July 23
7:30 AM

Sunday, July 23
9:00 AM

Sunday, July 23
11:00 AM

SACRISTAN Connie Aagard Ashley Hodapp Stephanie Downey Sue Hengel

INTRO TO MASS/
intercessor if needed

Connie Aagard Judy Stai Daniel Froelich Carol Rettinger

LECTOR 1 Elizabeth Buxton Cynthia Haskin Mollie Rupp Carole Haskins

LECTOR 2 Gretchen Buxton John Carlson Susan Baird Ernest Rall

CAPTAIN EMHC John Marcum (sub req.) Jake Hodapp Joe Bofferding Timothy Guidry

EMHC - EMHC

Glenn Aagard
Mary Jo Christenson
Myrna Corvelli
Mary Dufault
Pat Gavin
Betty Lindy
Kelly Marcum (sub req.)

April Boucher
John Carlson
Cynthia Haskin
Sarah Martinka
Help Please
Help Please
Help Please

Ben Baird
George Gardner
Joann Gardner
Eleanor Morin
Stephanie Rupp
Mary Varriano
Sharon Zarrett

Abby Aylesworth
Courtney Haskins
Carole Haskins
Sue Hengel
Gary Johnson
Cathy Lalli
Kelly Marcum

ALTAR SERVER
David Buxton
Samantha Buxton
Isabelle (Issie) Spaeth

Hannah Lock
James Martinka
Natalie Martinka

Edward Froelich
Isaac Morin
Peyton A Stearly

Emma Beise
Sydney Beise
Hannah Lock  (sub req.)

USHER

Glen Laginess
Richard Lehmann
Dick Robinson
Ian Spaeth

D.J. Bakken
Ephram Boucher
Ron Hendricks
Bruce Huderle

Mark Froelich
Charlie Maus
Gabriel Morin
Casey Rupp

Dave Cwikla
John Marcum
Help Please
Help Please

GREETER Patricia Hadrava
Jean Louvar

Elly Hodapp
Ann Mork

Jan Busch
Sarah Peters

Brenda Borowicz (sub req.)
Myrna Cwikla

INTERCESSOR Deacon Robb Naylor Jennifer Leisenheimer Daniel Froelich Carol Rettinger

HOSPITALITY/
FELLOWSHIP

Ann Mork
Coleen Wiltse

Bernadette Aguilera
Mark Dickinson
Lorie Erpelding
Kevin Erpelding

Pearl Cervenka
Gail Haubrich
Karen Williams
Help Please

BEGINNING WITH THE AUGUST SCHEDULE, “INTRO TO MASS” AND “INTERCESSOR”
WILL BE ONE MINISTRY WHEN THERE IS NO DEACON.
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