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Missionary Disciple

In the last few years, it seems like missionaries have revived a lot of ad press. But
being missionary has had a long history in our Church. In fact. The Church has elevated
many of the Missionaries to Saints. Natives themselves have often been the greatest evan-
gelizers of faith.

To be a good Missionary Disciple is to put Christ first. What is Christ and what is only
human custom is one of the lessons Christ preached. It is also very important when it
comes to bringing the Good News to others. One of the greatest aspect of reflection and

discernment is thinking about both the content and the way the content is expressed.

Taking nothing with you

Jesus reminds us that in order to go forth to evangelize, we are to take nothing
with you. He does not only speak of physical objects, but ideas, concepts and customs
that we hold on to that we mistakenly think of as part of our mission. Our mission is only
Christ. Removing all ones mental constructs that are not Christ requires being valuable. It
is a in depth examination of what is from your place of origin and what is from Christ. The
devastation of some missionaries has been caused by a failure to do so. They have
preached divine doctrine that come from mere human origins.

Taking only what is necessary.

In any journey, what you leave behind is not as important as what you take with
you. That is important in your spiritual journey of being a Missionary Disciple. The com-
passion, love and commitment as you bring the Good News forward is as important as the
message itself. Living the Gospel is the same as proclaiming it.

Not easy

Both the words missionary and disciple have with it the idea of a life full of sacrifice.
All of the Disciples were martyred for their faith. Many of them were subject to not only
hardship but indifference and setbacks as well. Missionaries have to go out side of what
they know in order to take on the responsibility that Christ has given them. A Missionary
Disciple is someone who accepts all of what it means to fulfill the Baptismal Call to pro-
claim Christ. We know it is not an easy vocation, but our motivation is the love we have for
Christ and Christ’s human creation.




Subsidiarity

In the Catholic Social teaching there is a concept entitled “Subsidiarity”, but what does
that mean? How does the importance of subsidiarity reflect on what is important in Native

and Indigenous communities?

Simply put, subsidiarity is the idea that when ever possible, decisions should be made
at the local level. Why? As we get further up in the levels of authority, individuals tend to
loose both power and control over the decision making process. Further, the more one is re-
moved from the conditions, concerns and lives of those subject to decisions, the more likely
that they will not be taken into account in the decision making process.

The concept of Subsidiarity promotes tribal government authority over federal author-
ity. Subsidiarity is at odds with the idea of a trusty relationship that tribes on reservations
have. It also addresses the concerns of the local communities over the concerns from out-
side entities.

Because subsidiarity is part of the Roman Catholic social justice tradition, it comes into
play especially when decisions are made that have a detrimental effect on Native and Indig-
enous lives.









