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Reflection for 24t Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B
CHRISTIANITY DEVOID OF THE CROSS IS NO CHRISTIANITY

The Gospel of today’s liturgy invites us to re-examine who Jesus is to us. One thing is clear: Jesus is not
interested in popular opinion. Instead, he is interested in our personal knowledge of him by our unique and intimate
personal encounter with him—a knowledge that is experiential. After asking the disciples the question: “who do
people say I am?” and the disciples told him what people are saying about him, he re-directed the question to them—
his close companions who had shared intimacy with him. “But who do you say that [ am?” It was Peter who was bold
enough to make a humble confession of faith by saying: “You are the Christ.” But what is our own profession of
faith? Who is Jesus to us? How deep is our knowledge of Jesus? Have we built any intimate relationship with him?
Have we experienced him? Because unless we do, we cannot really make a sincere confession of faith.

Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ—the anointed one. But then, he soon realized just how limited his
knowledge of Jesus was. When Jesus told the disciples plainly that he was destined as the Son of Man to suffer
greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed and rise after three days, we were
told, Peter become uncomfortable with that. And so, he took Jesus aside and rebuked him—but Jesus turned around,
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked the saintly Peter who just confessed him as the Christ saying: “Get behind
me Satan.” Peter could not fathom or come to terms with a suffering Messiah. He wanted to separate the Cross from
the identity of Jesus. But he missed it; because the cross cannot be divorced from the true identity of Jesus. Jesus
rebuked Peter because he made himself an enemy of the cross—he would not identify with a suffering Messiah. But
the true identity of Jesus is a Suffering Messiah. He was destined to suffer and to die in order to save us. In the first
reading, the prophet Isaiah prophesied about this suffering Messiah—a prophesy fulfilled in Jesus: “The Lord God
opens my ear... and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me; my cheeks to
those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting.” Jesus, the suffering servant did not
run away from the cross but embraced it for our sake.

One very important question we need to ask ourselves here is: what Christianity do we identity with or
practice today? Many, today want to or are already practicing a cross-less Christianity—a Christianity devoid of the
cross. Many don’t’ want to identify with a suffering Christ. In some of our parishes, we have pulled down the crucifix
which is supposed to be at the very center of our Churches and replaced it with the image of risen Christ. But can
there be Easter Sunday without Good Friday? St. Paul says: “We preach Christ crucified.” As Christians—followers
of Jesus, we too must be ready to embrace suffering—it is part of our calling and identity. The Christian life does not
only celebrate the glorious mysteries but also, the sorrowful mysteries of our faith. Jesus says to us in today’s gospel
reading that if we must come after him, we must deny ourselves, take up our crosses and follow him: “For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” What is
our attitude to suffering as Christian disciples?

As people of faith, our faith will always be tested to prove our love for Jesus. Suffering is part of the
Christian life and calling. “...Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you should follow in his
footsteps” (cf. 1 Pet. 2:21). But then, we are not a people without hope. We must embrace suffering with grace and
faith—knowing that Jesus journeys alongside with us. “From all my terrors, the Lord set me free” (Ps. 34:5). Jesus
knows our pains and our suffering—but as people of faith, what we need to do is not to give up but to embrace our
sufferings with grace by uniting them to those of Jesus who alone can help us overcome every trial. Our sufferings
truly can become moments of glorification—for only in the cross is our victory and glory.

Reflection by:
Rev. Fr. Jude Ochuko Emunemu
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PARISH EVENTS MASS INTENTIONS
SEPTEMBER 27TH (FRIDAY) 4:00 p.m. Fay and Donald Cooper, Sr.
SECOND HARVEST FooD BANK .
ST. ANTHONY PARISH HALL  8:00A.M. John C. Heurtin, Jr.
Conversion of Family
SEPTEMBER 21ST (SATURDAY) and Friends
SHRIMP COOK-OFF 9:00 a.m. Faye Ray Guidry
ST. ANTHONY PARISH HALL 11:00A.M.
- 9:00P.M. Della Mae Roussel
Beverly Wiseman Perrin
Details of last k’s Eucharist llect Barbara Perrin
etails of last week’s Eucharistic collection
F d Donald C Sr.
and second collection will be published next S BRI B
Sunday. o
11:00 a.m. All Parishioners
STEWARDSHIP
We gratefully acknowledge all that God has given to us. .
In gratitude, we have returned to Him. Sanctuary Lamps are in memory of
Collections for August 31st and September 1st ‘%“(y/ & Donald 600/96/; Jrs é
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Childre'n’s C‘ol‘lection $30.00 L SIS Nelsore Porgre
Online Giving $ 317.00 )

Online Giving Rebuilding Fund $ 33.00

Prayer Intensions for the sick
Millee Dawntrawers Debra Feldman, g*(ey

Total Weekly Offering $ 2,729.96

ML AU TN DAINCELS Touchard, Kendel Manors; Clawude Meyfeeld S,
4“;‘;1"“ 9“’;’;‘“ “;?1"*““ Sanoin. JeBlanc, Advian Arabie, Ashley

Bolotte & Amelia Rose Hindinar

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED
Parishioners and Father John Ryan, Caleb Favaloro, Simon Hingle, Belvina Kuhn Bundy, Roy Rogers,
Arthur Matherne, Clavin Wade, Jr., Marie Sevin, Shirley Prestenbach, Eddie Sapia, Jr., Bobby Hale, Jr.,
Madeline Rojas, Theresa Wiseman, Raymond Griffin, Sr., Shelby Deselle, Joseph Rogers, Jr., Allyn Rogers,
Evan Whipple, Nick Dinet, Jerry Lynch, Keith “Ike” Madison, Judith Ann Verdin, Dwight Rudolph, Faye
Rae Guidry, Dale Boudreaux McWhorter, Edward Cantrelle, Sr. Lloyd Kraemer, Sr., and Rosebud Kraemer

EAT OYSTERS - LIVE LONGER

elde,
* ‘:\7\'\, protein & zinc (a mineral associated with

Low-calorie, low cholesterol,  source of
GROCERY & PHARMACY

2695 Jean Lafitte Blvd * Lafitte, LA 70067 * 504-689-4122 heart attack, a stroke, breast cancer & prostate cancer.

o - Mr, Dan Coulon
2 Caune shop willyus, wheve you always feelal howe!

Gretna Cabinet’s
127 Taravella Rd.
Suite C
Marrero, LA 70072
(504) 348-8232
cabinetsbyambiance.com

"~ strengthening the immune system), source

of omega 3 (to lower the chances of getting a




	St. Anthony, 2653 Jean Lafitte Blvd., Lafitte, LA 70067
	Phone:  504-689-4101   Fax: 504-689-4102
	Our Mission Statement


