
670 Yonkers Ave.
Yonkers, NY 10704
www.sjbyonkers.org

Tel:  (914) 963-1486
  Fax: (914) 375-1115

stjohnsp@optonline.net

School
(914) 965-2356

Principal
Sister Maryalice Reamer,  R.D.C.

Masses
Saturday Vigil:

5:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:00 a.m.

Sacrament of
Marriage

Make arrangements six months
prior to wedding

Sacrament  of
Penance

Saturday:
4:00 - 4:45 p.m.

Pastor: Msgr. J. Christopher Maloney
    Parochial Vicars: Rev. Daniel Ulloa, O.P., Rev. Renny Abraham
Associates: Deacon Martin J. Olivieri, Deacon Nicholas Ramoni

Retired Priest: Rev. Kenneth Ross; Msgr. Walter A. Birkle
        Pastoral Assistant:   Sr. Mary Beth Read,  O.S.U.

Director of Music & Organist
John Stufano

Director
Sr. Mary Beth Read,  O.S.U.

Religious  Education
(914) 965-2338

Sacrament of
Baptism

Every  Sunday
after the 12:30 Mass

Sunday:
8:00, 9:30,

11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.

Monday thru Friday:
8:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2015

http://www.sjbyonkers.org
mailto:stjohnsp@optonline.net


 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Saturday, November 28, 2015 
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent  
5:00 p.m. Mary Viggiani 
  
Sunday, November 29, 2015 
First Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m.  For the Deceased Members of the 
  Rinaldi, Rubbo, Fontana and Soprano  
  Families 
9:30 a.m.  Pat Petitti 
11:00 a.m.  Antonio Ricciardi 
12:30 p.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
 
Monday, November 30, 2015  
Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle 
8:00 a.m. Robert Peteshel 
12:00 noon M. Victor DiFede 
 
Tuesday, December 1, 2015  
8:00 a.m. Assunta Branca 
12:00 noon Maryanne Drobnak 
 
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 
8:00 a.m.  Catherine Samperi  
12:00 noon Alma Layug 
 
Thursday, December 3, 2015 
Feast of St. Francis Xavier, Priest 
8:00 a.m. Mary Verlin 
12:00   Giovanni Reda 
 
Friday, December 4, 2015 
Feast of St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
8:00 a.m. Julia and John Soracco 
12:00 noon For the Deceased Members of the  
  Menchen and Donaghy Families 
 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 
8:00 a.m. Denis Quill 
 
Saturday, December 5, 2015 
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent  
5:00 p.m. Giacomo and Esterina Magretti 
  
Sunday, December 6, 2015 
Second Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
9:30 a.m.  Mary Quill 
11:00 a.m.  R.A.S./H.N.S. Mass – Joan Pangia 
12:30 p.m.  For the Deceased Members of the  
  Luppinacci and Fiore Families 
 

 
III. Jeryes Freih and Lisa Libertone 

I. Mark Dubouzet and Megan Aniban 
 
 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, November 29th    
Operation Drop Off – 1:00 p.m. – lower Church 

 
Wednesday, December 2nd           

Senior Club – following 12:00 noon Mass – lower Church 
R.E. Grades 1st through 5th -- 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. – School 
R.E. Grades 6th through 8th -- 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. – School 

 
Friday, December 4th     

Senior Club’s 1st Friday – following 12:00 noon Mass – 
lower Church 

1st Friday Holy Hour – 3:30 p.m. -- Chapel 
 
 

ALTAR SERVERS    
 

Saturday, November 28th                           
5:00 p.m. – D. Reidy and P. Tozzi 

 
 Sunday, November 29th                               

8:00 a.m. – C. Elias and R. Peter 
9:30 a.m. – E. Loughran and M. Loughran 

11:00 a.m.  – A. Burke and K. Burke 
12:30 p.m. – M. DiRosa and P. DiRosa 

 
Saturday, December 5th                            

5:00 p.m. – M. Colaiacovo and M. McCarthy 
 

 Sunday, December 6th                                
8:00 a.m. – D. Hijazin and S. Farrelly 
9:30 a.m. – S. Healy and N. Tierney 

11:00 a.m.  – D. Liberatore and S. Osso 
12:30 p.m. – S. Joyce and J. Velasquez  

 
 

Operation Care Package 2015:  The Rosary Altar 
Society is collecting items to be used in care 
packages for our troops.  The drive is this Sunday, 

November 29th in the lower Church from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. This 
is our parish’s fourth drive and we need your help.  Anyone 
interested in donating items can drop them off to the church in 
the boxes labeled “Support Our Troops” by Sunday, November 
29th. For a list of items, please pick up sheets at the exits of the 
church.  If you know someone’s address who is serving our 
country or for more information please call Gina Ramoni at 
914- 776-1187.  If you would like to sponsor a box for $15.00, 
please make checks payable to St. John the Baptist, R.A.S. and 
put it in an envelope labeled “Support Our Troops”. Thanks for 
your support. 
  



 
S.J.B. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

November 29, 2014 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  With the first Sunday of Advent we begin a new liturgical year.  While the continuous 
reading of the Gospel of Luke commences with the Sundays of Ordinary Time, passages pertinent to these seasons of 
anticipation, preparation and celebration give us a spiritual direction and perspective in this all too commercial time of the 
year. 
 
Today’s readings are filled with hope and promise, the two-fold message of the Advent season.  We hope once again for 
the coming of Christ in our daily lives and in our present world, and we remember the distant, ever-existing anticipation of 
the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
The Gospel reading today (Lk. 21:25-36) calls us to that second theme, when Christ will come again.  The words of our 
Lord sound like something that could be read in today’s headlines.  These warning words keep us on alert.  All three readings 
bring us to an attentive stance, telling us to pray constantly, continue to improve, give and receive healing and compassion.  
We long to stand firm in the Lord that we may enjoy the “security to come”. 
 

 
SPECIAL SAINTS’ DAYS - ADVENT WEEK ONE 

 
Monday, November 30th  – St. Andrew 

Andrew, brother of Simon Peter, was a disciple of John the Baptist before he became a follower of Jesus.    
A fisherman like his brother, he was one of the first to be called by Our Lord.  Several times in the gospels,  

Andrew is seen bringing individuals to Jesus.  May Andrew inspire us to do the same. 
 

Thursday, December 3rd  – St. Francis Xavier 
Along with St. Ignatius Loyola this 16th century Spaniard helped found the Jesuit Order – then spent the rest of his life 

preaching and teaching in the Far East.  For 10 years he tirelessly proclaimed the Gospel in India and Japan.   
He died, off the coast of China, far from his native land – but his example continues to inspire 

 men and women who work in the missions. 
 

Friday, December 4th  – St. John Damascus 
Also known as “John Damascene”, John lived in the latter part of the 7th century.  A deeply learned man,  

John wrote many theological works, but also composed hymns and was an eloquent preacher.  He is honored  
as a “Doctor of the Church” and is considered the last of the Church’s “Greek Fathers”. 

 

 
  

Special Christmas Schedule 

Thursday, December 24th – Christmas Eve 
Vigil Mass – 5:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass – 12:00 a.m. 
(Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.) 

Friday, December 25th – Christmas Day 
8:00; 9:30; 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

There is no evening Mass on Christmas Day 



Missalette Change:  With the First Sunday of Advent 
(November 29th) in addition to the usual liturgical changes, we 
will be changing to a new, larger print format for our 
Missalettes and Music Issues.  This will certainly help reading 
the text of scripture readings and hymns more easily.  The 
downside, however, is that the larger sizes will limit the number 
of the books we can put in the pews.  Since we ordered the same 
number of these books as we did in the past, we will have extras 
in the sacristy, should they be needed. 

 
First Friday:  This Friday, December 4th is the 
First Friday of December.  Our First Friday 
devotion – including a Holy Hour with 
Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament – begin at 3:30 p.m.  We thank 

Deacon Martin Olivieri who leads this beautiful devotion each 
month.  We are blessed to have him with us. 
 
Rosary Altar Society: We invite you to join us in celebration 
of the Eucharist at our monthly Rosarian Mass next Sunday, 
December 6th at 11:00 a.m.  Please note:  Our Christmas Party 
will be held on Monday, December 7th.  There will not be a 
normally scheduled meeting held in the lower Church. 

 
R.A.S. Christmas Party:  “Please join us for an 
evening of dinner, dancing and good times!” at 
the Rosary Altar Society’s Annual Christmas 
Party on Monday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. in 
the lower Church.  Tickets are $25.00 for 

members and $30.00 for non-members.  The cost includes a 
buffet dinner, desserts, beverages, door prizes and DJ 
entertainment.  Dark Secret and a 50/50 raffle will be sold 
throughout the evening.  For tickets and information, please 
contact Kathy Michalak at 968-9057 or Mary Browne at 968-
2468.  Please make checks payable to Rosary Altar Society. 
 
Advent Booklet:  Once again we are providing a devotional 
booklet for our parishioners to use during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  Entitled the “Little Blue Book”, it is 
produced by the Archdiocese of Saginaw, Michigan, and 
provides a prayerful reflection (based on the Gospel of the day) 
for each day of these two seasons.  It also includes other prayers, 
meditations and suggestions on how to make these special 
seasons of grace.  These will be available at all our Masses this 
weekend. 
 

Advanced Planning:  The Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, a holy day of 
obligation is celebrated on Tuesday, on 
December 8th. This is the title by which we 
honor Mary as Patroness of the United States.  

Our Masses for the Feast are as follows: Vigil Mass on Monday, 
December 7th, at 5:00 p.m.  Masses on Tuesday, December 8th 
are at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 noon and 7:30 p.m. 
 
Latin Chant:   During Advent at our sung Sunday Masses, we 
will use traditional Gregorian Chant whenever the Sanctus and 
Agnus Dei are sung.  The chant melodies are very easy to sing 
and the words of these responses are so familiar in English that 
the Latin shouldn’t pose a problem, even for someone who has 
never studied Latin.  Moreover, it gives us an opportunity 
(however small) to recapture the long tradition of singing 
Gregorian Chant.  The text of and music for these acclamations 
can be found in the Music Issue: Sanctus (#850); Agnus Dei 
(#854). 

Lessons and Carols Concert: On Sunday 
December 13th, our talented and dedicated 
choirs (along with some of our eloquent 
lectors) will present “Lessons and Carols: An 

Evening of Sacred Christmas Music” under the direction of Mr. 
John Stufano.  The program will include both well-known 
classical works and traditional carols along with scripture 
readings in an effort to help us make a prayerful preparation for 
the Christmas season.  Come support the Parish choir, 
Children’s choir, and all who have worked to prepare for this 
event.  The program begins at 5:00 p.m. and light refreshments 
will follow.  All are welcome. 
 

Christmas Traditions: The Advent Wreath – 
Wreaths have always been associated with the 
Christmas season so it’s no surprise that Christians 
have used a wreath to signify their spiritual 

preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  The origins 
of the Catholic custom of putting candles on a wreath probably 
go back to pre-Christian times when people in Germany and 
Scandinavia were accustomed to place candles around a wheel 
(symbolizing the sun) during the winter time – as they awaited 
the season when the sun would stay longer in the sky and 
warmth would return.  Christians took the pagan custom and 
adopted it.  They put greens – evergreen branches – around the 
wheel to symbolize the life that continued even in darkest 
winter; they saw the wheel – not as a symbol of the sun – but of 
eternity – the eternity of God, the immortality of the human soul 
and everlasting life.  Soon after four candles were placed on the 
wreath to signify the four weeks of Advent and in time their 
colors (3 purple, one rose or pink) became fixed: the 3 purple 
candles representing prayer, penance and works of charity to be 
performed as we prepare for Christmas; the rose candle 
representing the joy that Christians have because Christ will be 
born among us.  Often a single white candle is placed in the 
center of the wreath; this candle represents Christ Himself, the 
Light of the World; it remains unlit until Christmas Day.  We 
can learn a great deal if we pay close attention to the lessons we 
are taught by all the beautiful traditions of this magical season!    
 
Monthly Maintenance:  Since next Sunday is the first Sunday 
of the month of December, we will take up our regular “First 
Sunday of the Month” second collection after Communion next 
week.  This collection helps with the upkeep, maintenance, and 
cleaning of our beautiful church.  Please be generous.   

 
Silly Season:  It’s that time of year again!  The 
stores are decorated with lights and garland; the 
shelves are full of seasonal wares and seasonal 
music fills the air – but what season is it?  What 

‘holiday’ occasions all this effort?  It’s a mystery!  Why?  
Because Christmas (for some) is the season and the holiday that 
dare not speak its name.  One wonders: is anyone out there 
really offended if stores advertise their goods as “Christmas” 
items?  Christians are rightly offended that this is the one 
season/holiday that never receives its due.  Perhaps we should 
only shop in stores courageous enough to acknowledge why 
we’re spending our money there. 



since 1896

DR. DENISE D. LANDI
CHIROPRACTOR

376-6900
733 Yonkers Ave., Suite LL2

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
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St. Patrick's Home
for the Aged and Infirm

"Where it all began"
Carmelite Sisters serving

the aged since 1931
•Short-term Rehabilitation

• Long-term Care •Palliative Care
•Memory Support Unit

•Wound Care Management
•Physical, Occupational & Speech therapy, 

Spiritual Care and many Other Services
-Contact Admissions Office-

66 Van Cortlandt Park South
Bronx, N.Y. 10463

T: 718-519-2800  F: 718-304-1817
Website: www.stpatrickshome.org

ACE 
LANDSCAPE

CONTRACTORS
Serving The Tri-State Vicinity 

For Over 15 Years
Design · Installation · Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

718-543-0912  ·  914-969-6459

RACEWAY 
DINER

Open Daily 24 Hours
Senior Citizen Discounts

Monday-Thursday Only
833 Yonkers Avenue

914-969-4343

RAY ROOTER
Sewer & DraiN Cleaning
914-237-4545

10% OFF
PARISH 

DISCOUNT

Gate of Heaven
CEMETERY

Traditional Catholic 
Burial in a Beautifully 

Maintained Setting 
Pre-Need In-Ground Burial Space · Double Depth Graves

Mausoleum Crypts: One to Four Spaces
Cremation Niches and Cremation Burial Services

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind
Saves Money · Your Wishes Are Ful� lled · Relieves the Burden from Your Loved Ones

914-769-3672
Ask About Our � ree-Year Interest-Free Payment Plan on Crypt Purchases

www.gateo� eavenny.com

10 West Stevens Avenue · Hawthorne, NY

Catholic Cemetery in 
The Archdiocese of N.Y.

Joseph Federico

(914) 224-6857

Lose weight and get healthy!

FREE HEALTH COACH

Jordan
Photography

• Wedding
• Communion
• Rehearsal Dinner
• Bridal Shower

• Engagement
• Graduation
• Confirmation
• Baby Shower

For All Your Insurance Needs Contact:
Geraldine & Noel McGovern

G&N McGovern Insurance Agency Inc.
Tel: 914-803-1300 · Fax: 914-803-1600

850 MCLEAN AVENUE · SUITE D · YONKERS, NY 10704

Anthony C. Mangiaracina, R.Ph.
Pharmacist & Owner

FREE DELIVERY 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Full Prescription Services · Medical Supplies & Bandages
DME · Over-The-Counter Products · Vitamins & Supplements

Lotto, Cards & Candy · Shipping Services
Free Pick-Up & Delivery · Curbside Pick-Up & More!

914-237-8821
973 MCLEAN AVE. (CORNER OF MARTHA AVE.) YONKERS

E-Mail: merkchemists@gmail.com
Web: www.merkrx.com

www.facebook.com/merkrx

 HUDSON VALLEY LONG ISLAND NEW YORK CITY BRONX
 914-941-1654 631-728-0181 212-239-6586 718-665-6557

Visiting nurse agency caring for people of all ages, with services including: 
Skilled Nursing, Care Transitions, Rehabilitative Therapies, Chronic Care Management, 

Maternal Child Health, Wound & Ostomy Management, Home Health Aides & Pastoral Care.

914-772-6955 • 914-613-7458

Visiting nurse agency caring for people of all ages, with services including: 

www.dsfhs.org



FLOWER
F U N E R A L  H O M E  I N C

714 YONKERS AVENUE

JOSEPH A. MARRA
Attorney At Law

• Real Estate • Personal Injury 
• Elder Law

• Wills, Trusts, Estates
 • Criminal • Corporate

• Matrimonial

COMPLIMENTARY 
INITIAL

CONSULTATION
909 Midland Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
(Near St. Ann's Church)

964-6806
Evening Hours By Appointment

DR. MARIO E. 
MONTONI

Foot Doctor
Podiatrist - Foot Specialist

We Take Care Of:
Corns, Callouses,

Ingrown Toe Nails, Painful Feet, 
Bunions, Hammered Toes
Most Insurances Accepted

476-2562
655 Yonkers Avenue

F.M.G. AUTO 
CENTER, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work & Painting
Fibre Glass & Foreign Car Specialists

Collision Work & Electric Welding
All Work Guaranteed

237-7392 · 237-7677 · Fax 237-9456
806-810 McLean Avenue
www.fmgautocenter.com

CARYL
BEAUTY 
SALON

695 Yonkers Ave.    963-5021
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Manuel G. Tejera, M.D.
~ INTERNAL MEDICINE ~

NOW LOCATED AT:
1019 YONKERS AVENUE
YONKERS, NY 10704

914-457-9140

MASONRY
DEPOT

Masonry & Contractor
Supply Centers

New Rochelle
914-576-7777

Yonkers
914-969-7777

Congers
845-268-2900

JOHN CIPOLLINA
D.D.S.

Child & Adult Orthodontics
687 Yonkers Avenue

969-0303
Hours By Appointment

Give your assets to your Family,
 not the Government!

Elder Law and Estate Planning

Free Initial Consultation: (914) 358-6700
www.mzlawllp.com

Liam J. McLaughlin
Attorney at Law, CPA
McLaughlin & Zerafa, LLP
Wills & Trusts · Elder Law · Guardianships
Estate Administration and Litigation
Real Estate · Corporate Transactional
Business Succession Planning

Repasts · Communions · Baby & Wedding Showers · Rehearsal Dinners 
Confi rmation · Graduation · Anniversary

400 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers (On the Corner of Yonkers & Midland Avenues)
LUNCH · DINNER · DESSERTS · PARTIES · LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS

(914) 964-8887 www.decostas.com

TANA
Your 

Neighborhood 
Licensed Plumbers
Harry & Anthony Fontana

815 MCLEAN AVENUE
YONKERS, NY10704

914-237-1700
Parishioners Over 40 Years

~ FOR ALL YOUR FLORAL NEEDS ~
24 HR. PHONE 476-6300

WWW.EmilYedowitz.com

145 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD 
YONKERS, NY 10701

HARVEY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC, 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & ACUPUNCTURE, PLLC

984 N. Broadway · Ste. L-09 · Yonkers
914-476-8600

www.harveyfamilychiropractic.com

HRS: MON., TUES., 
WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-7PM

THURS. 8:30AM-2PM
SAT. 8:30AM-1PM

732 Yonkers Avenue
(914) 375-1400

www.ruggieroandsons� .com

SERVING LUNCH, DINNER 
& SUNDAY BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC • CATERING AVAILABLE
Watch games on The BIG SCREEN & 7 HD TV's

914-423-1234
840 Midland Avenue • Yonkers

Glenrowan
Sports Bar & Grill

"Best Irish Coffee This Side of The Shannon"

www.FlowerFH.com

3 8 6 3 7 2 5
1-800-2-FUNERAL

Kildare 
Masonry Inc.
W e s t c h e s t e r  •  Yo n k e r s  •  B r o n x

All Types of Masonry Work
Concrete Walkways & Driveways
Brick Work · Brick Pavers · Steps

Retaining Walls · Stucco · Black Top
FREE ESTIMATES · LICENSED & INSURED

Home 914-476-0219 · Cell 914-882-9564

HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR

ANNAGH LI, SECRETARY JAMES TIERNEYRiverdale


