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Principal 
Sister Maryalice Reamer,  R.D.C. 

 
Religious  Education  

(914) 965-2338 
 

Director 
Sr. Mary Beth Read,  O.S.U. 

 
Director of Music & Organist 

John Stufano 

Masses 
Saturday Vigil:  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday:  
8:00, 9:30,  

11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
 

Monday thru Friday:  
8:00 a.m. & 12:00 Noon 

 
Saturday:  
8:00 a.m. 

 
 

Sacrament  of   
Penance 

Saturday:   
4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
Sacrament of  

Marriage 
Make arrangements six months  

prior to wedding 
 

Sacrament of  
Baptism  

Every  Sunday  
after the 12:30 Mass 



MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, December 19, 2015 
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
5:00 p.m. For the Deceased Members of the  
  Moshier, Delaney and Meehan Families 
  
Sunday, December 20, 2015 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m.  Edward Reilly 
9:30 a.m.  Rocco Cipriano  
11:00 a.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
12:30 p.m.  Luise Lyddy 
 
Monday, December 21, 2015  
Feast of St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
8:00 a.m. Rory O’Flaherty 
12:00 noon Patrick Cunningham 
 
Tuesday, December 22, 2015  
8:00 a.m. Laura Buckley 
12:00 noon Patricia Sullivan 
 
Wednesday, December 23, 2015 
Feast of St. John of Kanty, Priest 
8:00 a.m.  Eileen O’Sullivan  
12:00 noon Elvira Lonardo and Family 
 
Thursday, December 24, 2015 
Christmas Eve 
8:00 a.m. Anthony Sbordone 
5:00 p.m. For the Deceased Members of the  
  Reamer, Lennon and Razza Families 
12:00 midnite Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
 
Friday, December 25, 2015 
Feast of The Nativity of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. For the Deceased Members of the  
  Vanadia and Ludlow Families  
9:30 a.m. George and Rose Milder and  
  John DiNome 
11:00 a.m. For the Deceased Members of the  
  Naryniecki and Kozlowski Families 
12:30 p.m. Rory O’Flaherty 
 
Saturday, December 26, 2015 
Vigil: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
5:00 p.m. Joseph Ferrari 
  
Sunday, December 27, 2015 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
8:00 a.m.  Marie and Harry Bova 
9:30 a.m.  For the Deceased Members of the  
  Barberi and Fortuna Families 
11:00 a.m.  For the Deceased Members of the  
  Naryniecki and Kozlowski Families 
12:30 p.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 

 
Thursday, December 24th – 

 Christmas Eve 
 Vigil Mass – 5:00 p.m. 

Midnight Mass – 12:00 a.m. 
(Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.) 

 
Friday, December 25th –  

Christmas Day 
8:00; 9:30; 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

There is no evening Mass on Christmas Day  
 
 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, December 20th  
Children’s Mass – 9:30 a.m. -- Church   

Coffee and Craft Hour – following Mass – School 
Cafeteria 

 
Wednesday, December 23rd            

No Senior Club  
No R.E.  

 
Friday, December 25th 

Merry Christmas! 
Rectory Office Closed 

 
 

ALTAR SERVERS    
 

Saturday, December 19th                           
5:00 p.m. – B. Collins and R. Murphy 

 
 Sunday, December 20th                               

8:00 a.m. – D. Browne and T. Browne 
9:30 a.m. – A. Burke, K. Burke and N. Leo 

11:00 a.m.  – F. Albano and K. Gilligan 
12:30 p.m. – N. Conlon and R. Tuffy  

 
Saturday, December 26th                           

5:00 p.m. – C. Castaldi and N. DeMatteo 
 

 Sunday, December 27th                               
8:00 a.m. – C. Elias and R. Peter 

9:30 a.m. – J. Corcoran and R. Corcoran 
11:00 a.m.  – E. Loughran and M. Loughran 

12:30 p.m. – M. DiRosa and P. DiRosa



 
S.J.B. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

December 20, 2015 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  As we begin the final hours of preparation for   in the season, we have one more 
opportunity to be made ready for the great solemnity of the birth of the Savior. 
 
Like pieces of a puzzle finding their interlocking home, the elements of the story of the coming of the Messiah fit together 
perfectly now.  As the prophet Micah predicts in today’s first reading (5:1-4) Bethlehem shall be the place, the shepherds 
are the messengers of the story, and peace throughout the land in the hearts of people is the sign of His coming.  In the 
second reading (Heb. 10:5-10), we are reminded that the coming of the Messiah brings with it a new way of being.  In 
today’s gospel (Lk. 1:39-45) Mary, the Mother of the coming Savior, is recognized and acknowledged by Elizabeth. 
 
Peace and peace-making should be the focus of our prayer today, especially as the outside pressures of preparation for 
Christmas can rob us of our few peaceful moments. 
 

 
SAINTS’ DAYS – ADVENT: WEEK FOUR 

 

Monday, December 21st – St. Peter Canisius 
Born in Holland in 1521, Peter studied in Germany and was ordained a priest of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 1546.  He 
played a pivotal role in the Catholic Counter-Reformation and wrote many books defending and explaining the faith.  His 

most well-known book was a popular catechism 
 

Wednesday, December 23rd – St. John of Kanty 
Born in a small town near Krakow (Poland) in 1390, John studied at the university where he was a brilliant student.  He 
was later ordained a priest and lived for a time a very simple life.  He eventually returned to the university as a professor 

of theology and later dean of the Philosophy department.  He is a patron saint of Poland. 
 

Saturday, December 26th – St. Stephen 
The Christmas celebration continues with eight days following, known as the octave.  Prayers are assigned to each of 

these days, the first of which honors Stephen, the first martyr.  In the shadow of the first-born Son of God, we celebrate 
the victory of eternal life for the first-born martyr of the Christian faith.  Looking at it from a human perspective, the 

celebration of martyrdom might seem out of place on the day after Christmas.  But as the prayers and readings make clear, 
the Church understands Stephen’s death as a celebration of birth.  Stephen is radiant with the message of the Risen Lord 
and will not cease preaching it.  The Incarnation is fulfilled in the Resurrection.  We celebrate Stephen’s martyrdom to 

remind us that with the birth of Jesus we enter into His life, death and resurrection. 
 

 
A Christmas Prayer 

A marvelous change was wrought in our nature at its restoration.  This truth flashed  
on the world when from the old stock the new humanity was born, from mortality came immortality, from 

human nature the remedy was drawn for human nature’s healing,  
from a race of sinners sprang a child who was innocent of sin.  When your Word took to Himself this frail 

nature of ours, it was honored with the gift and we ourselves,  
sharing its wonderful destiny, were made eternal also. 

-- Sixth Century 
Author Unknown 

 



Sunday Report:  Last weekend 1,415 parishioners attended 
Mass; our collection totaled $9311.00; average contribution: 
$6.58. Thank you for your continued financial support of St. 
John’s and its many needs.  Your generosity is essential and 
greatly appreciated. 

 
Rest in Peace:  Let us pray for Vincent L. Ricci and 
Marie Bolembach who were buried from our church 
this past week.  Our prayers go out to their families 
and friends. 

 
Latin Chant:   During Advent at our sung Sunday Masses, we 
will use traditional Gregorian Chant whenever the Sanctus and 
Agnus Dei are sung.  The chant melodies are very easy to sing 
and the words of these responses are so familiar in English that 
the Latin shouldn’t pose a problem, even for someone who has 
never studied Latin.  Moreover, it gives us an opportunity 
(however small) to recapture the long tradition of singing 
Gregorian Chant.  The text of and music for these acclamations 
can be found in the Music Issue: Sanctus (#850); Agnus Dei 
(#854). 

 
Special Children’s Mass:  This Sunday at our 
9:30 a.m. Mass, we once again welcome 
younger boys and girls to a special Mass where 
they will be excused after the Opening Prayer 
and go to the Church Hall for a special Liturgy 

of the Word.  After this Mass please join us for a Family Coffee 
and Craft Hour in the school cafeteria at which we will have 
refreshments and make crafts for the family.   
 
Christmas Envelopes:  For anyone who did not receive a 
Christmas envelope in the mail, they are available at the exits 
of the Church and in the sacristy.  Christmas is traditionally a 
time for giving – because we are especially aware at this holy 
season of everything that God has given us through His Son.  
Your special sacrifice at this time of year does so much to insure 
that St. John’s will be able to meet the many needs of our people 
and continue to be such a special church in which to pray, to 
hear God’s word, and to receive the sacraments.  God bless you 
for your goodness. 
 

Daily Mass Alert:  There will be no noon Mass on 
Thursday, December 24th (Christmas Eve) and no 
8:00 a.m. Mass on Saturday, December 26th (the 
day after Christmas).  Also the rectory office will 
be closed on Christmas Eve at 12:00 noon. 

 
Calendars:  The beautiful religious calendars for 2016 are 
made available to St. John’s parishioners’ thanks – once again 
– to the generosity of Tony and Mark Flower and all our friends 
at Flower Funeral Home who have served the needs of the St. 
John’s community with compassion and sensitivity for many 
years.  We are very grateful for their thoughtfulness.  These 
calendars may be found at the exits of the Church. 
 
Second Collection: Next weekend we will take up our monthly 
special collection to support our school and maintain our school 
facilities.  The school is not only used for our grammar school 
children, our CCD classes and our RCIA program, but for a 
variety of community and parish activities.  It is vital that we 
keep our school facilities in excellent condition.  We ask for a 
contribution of $7.00 in this monthly collection and once again 
express our appreciation for your generosity.  

Meaning of Christmas:  For faithful Christians 
Christmas is and always has been a celebration of 
the birth of the Savior.  It is a time we hold sacred 
because it is about the Lord whom we love.  It is 

the feast of His Incarnation.  It is a celebration of the mystery 
of God becoming man, so that human beings could share in the 
life of God. 
 
The season of Christmas embraces both the Nativity and the 
Epiphany.  The Nativity centers on Jesus’ birth and the events 
immediately surrounding it.  The Epiphany in turn celebrates 
three episodes of His early public manifestation: the visit of the 
magi, the baptism of the Lord, and the first miracle of Jesus – 
at the wedding at Cana, when he changed water into wine. 
 
The Christmas season is the time when we retell some of our 
most cherished stories as a faith community.  Not only do 
Christians meditate upon the marvelous infancy narratives of 
Matthew and Luke, they also discern in these stories rich 
symbols of Christ’s identity.  He is the suffering Messiah, the 
light to the nations, the glory of Israel, the one promised to the 
humble faithful, to name just a few themes that are highlighted 
at Christmas. 
 
The Christmas mystery serves as a touchtone for deeply held 
values of the Catholic community.  Angels sing to shepherds, 
and we hear a message of peace delivered to the poor of every 
time and place.  Herod slaughters the innocents, and believers 
grieve over the senseless death of children.  The Magi follow a 
star to seek a king, and the Church rejoices in the journey of 
faith and the progress of all human knowledge and science in 
the service of truth.   
 

Christmas Traditions:  Santa Claus – The origin 
of this popular Christmas tradition has little to do 
with the mythical “jolly old elf” of Clement 
Moore’s poem, “Twas the Night Before 

Christmas.”  No, “Santa Claus” is rooted in a very real person 
who lived in Asia Minor in the 4th century; he was a bishop 
noted for his concern for the poor and his love for children.  His 
name was St. Nicholas, and he became a model of generosity 
and charity; his feast day is December 6th and that day was often 
celebrated in parts of Europe by giving gifts to the poor.  When 
some of these Europeans came to the new world they brought 
with them their devotion to “Santa Niklaus” which quickly 
became “Santa Claus”. 
 

New Year’s Day: Following the ancient 
tradition of celebrating the octave (eighth 
day) of an event, we celebrate again the 
mystery of Jesus’ birth, but this time with 

our eyes on Mary.  This is actually the oldest feast of Mary in 
our Calendar.  When we celebrate her as the Mother of God we 
are, at the same time, celebrating the divinity of Jesus, who was 
truly Man and truly God.  In recent times January 1st has been 
designated as a day of prayer for peace.  This recommendation 
calls us as the New Year begins, to pray and work for peace in 
our homes, in our nation and in our world.  This feast of Mary, 
Mother of God, is a holy day of obligation.  We will have one 
Vigil Mass on New Year’s Eve, December 31st at 5:00 p.m.; we 
will have one Mass on Friday, January 1st at 9:00 a.m.  There 
will be no evening Mass at St. John’s on New Year’s Day. 



since 1896

DR. DENISE D. LANDI
CHIROPRACTOR

376-6900
733 Yonkers Ave., Suite LL2

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
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St. Patrick's Home
for the Aged and Infirm

"Where it all began"
Carmelite Sisters serving

the aged since 1931
•Short-term Rehabilitation

• Long-term Care •Palliative Care
•Memory Support Unit

•Wound Care Management
•Physical, Occupational & Speech therapy, 

Spiritual Care and many Other Services
-Contact Admissions Office-

66 Van Cortlandt Park South
Bronx, N.Y. 10463

T: 718-519-2800  F: 718-304-1817
Website: www.stpatrickshome.org

ACE 
LANDSCAPE

CONTRACTORS
Serving The Tri-State Vicinity 

For Over 15 Years
Design · Installation · Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

718-543-0912  ·  914-969-6459

RACEWAY 
DINER

Open Daily 24 Hours
Senior Citizen Discounts

Monday-Thursday Only
833 Yonkers Avenue

914-969-4343

Gate of Heaven
CEMETERY

Traditional Catholic 
Burial in a Beautifully 

Maintained Setting 
Pre-Need In-Ground Burial Space · Double Depth Graves

Mausoleum Crypts: One to Four Spaces
Cremation Niches and Cremation Burial Services

Pre-Planning Means Peace of Mind
Saves Money · Your Wishes Are Ful� lled · Relieves the Burden from Your Loved Ones

914-769-3672
Ask About Our � ree-Year Interest-Free Payment Plan on Crypt Purchases

www.gateo� eavenny.com

10 West Stevens Avenue · Hawthorne, NY

Catholic Cemetery in 
The Archdiocese of N.Y.

Joseph Federico

(914) 224-6857

Lose weight and get healthy!

FREE HEALTH COACH

For All Your Insurance Needs Contact:
Geraldine & Noel McGovern

G&N McGovern Insurance Agency Inc.
Tel: 914-803-1300 · Fax: 914-803-1600

850 MCLEAN AVENUE · SUITE D · YONKERS, NY 10704

Anthony C. Mangiaracina, R.Ph.
Pharmacist & Owner

FREE DELIVERY 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Full Prescription Services · Medical Supplies & Bandages
DME · Over-The-Counter Products · Vitamins & Supplements

Lotto, Cards & Candy · Shipping Services
Free Pick-Up & Delivery · Curbside Pick-Up & More!

914-237-8821
973 MCLEAN AVE. (CORNER OF MARTHA AVE.) YONKERS

E-Mail: merkchemists@gmail.com
Web: www.merkrx.com

www.facebook.com/merkrx

 HUDSON VALLEY LONG ISLAND NEW YORK CITY BRONX
 914-941-1654 631-728-0181 212-239-6586 718-665-6557

Visiting nurse agency caring for people of all ages, with services including: 
Skilled Nursing, Care Transitions, Rehabilitative Therapies, Chronic Care Management, 

Maternal Child Health, Wound & Ostomy Management, Home Health Aides & Pastoral Care.

Visiting nurse agency caring for people of all ages, with services including: 

www.dsfhs.org

Barbara 
& Patrick 
Murphy

914-226-3435www.visitingangels.com/yonkers



FLOWER
F U N E R A L  H O M E  I N C

714 YONKERS AVENUE

JOSEPH A. MARRA
Attorney At Law

• Real Estate • Personal Injury 
• Elder Law

• Wills, Trusts, Estates
 • Criminal • Corporate

• Matrimonial

COMPLIMENTARY 
INITIAL

CONSULTATION
909 Midland Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
(Near St. Ann's Church)

964-6806
Evening Hours By Appointment

DR. MARIO E. 
MONTONI

Foot Doctor
Podiatrist - Foot Specialist

We Take Care Of:
Corns, Callouses,

Ingrown Toe Nails, Painful Feet, 
Bunions, Hammered Toes
Most Insurances Accepted

476-2562
655 Yonkers Avenue

F.M.G. AUTO 
CENTER, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work & Painting
Fibre Glass & Foreign Car Specialists

Collision Work & Electric Welding
All Work Guaranteed

237-7392 · 237-7677 · Fax 237-9456
806-810 McLean Avenue
www.fmgautocenter.com

CARYL
BEAUTY 
SALON

695 Yonkers Ave.    963-5021
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Manuel G. Tejera, M.D.
~ INTERNAL MEDICINE ~

NOW LOCATED AT:
1019 YONKERS AVENUE
YONKERS, NY 10704

914-457-9140

MASONRY
DEPOT

Masonry & Contractor
Supply Centers

New Rochelle
914-576-7777

Yonkers
914-969-7777

Congers
845-268-2900

JOHN CIPOLLINA
D.D.S.

Child & Adult Orthodontics
687 Yonkers Avenue

969-0303
Hours By Appointment

Give your assets to your Family,
 not the Government!

Elder Law and Estate Planning

Free Initial Consultation: (914) 358-6700
www.mzlawllp.com

Liam J. McLaughlin
Attorney at Law, CPA
McLaughlin & Zerafa, LLP
Wills & Trusts · Elder Law · Guardianships
Estate Administration and Litigation
Real Estate · Corporate Transactional
Business Succession Planning

Repasts · Communions · Baby & Wedding Showers · Rehearsal Dinners 
Confi rmation · Graduation · Anniversary

400 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers (On the Corner of Yonkers & Midland Avenues)
LUNCH · DINNER · DESSERTS · PARTIES · LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS

(914) 964-8887 www.decostas.com

TANA
Your 

Neighborhood 
Licensed Plumbers
Harry & Anthony Fontana

815 MCLEAN AVENUE
YONKERS, NY10704

914-237-1700
Parishioners Over 40 Years

~ FOR ALL YOUR FLORAL NEEDS ~
24 HR. PHONE 476-6300

WWW.EmilYedowitz.com

145 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD 
YONKERS, NY 10701

HARVEY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC, 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & ACUPUNCTURE, PLLC

984 N. Broadway · Ste. L-09 · Yonkers
914-476-8600

www.harveyfamilychiropractic.com

HRS: MON., TUES., 
WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-7PM

THURS. 8:30AM-2PM
SAT. 8:30AM-1PM

732 Yonkers Avenue
(914) 375-1400

www.ruggieroandsons� .com

SERVING LUNCH, DINNER 
& SUNDAY BRUNCH

LIVE MUSIC • CATERING AVAILABLE
Watch games on The BIG SCREEN & 7 HD TV's

914-423-1234
840 Midland Avenue • Yonkers

Glenrowan
Sports Bar & Grill

"Best Irish Coffee This Side of The Shannon"

www.FlowerFH.com

3 8 6 3 7 2 5
1-800-2-FUNERAL

Kildare 
Masonry Inc.
W e s t c h e s t e r  •  Yo n k e r s  •  B r o n x

All Types of Masonry Work
Concrete Walkways & Driveways
Brick Work · Brick Pavers · Steps

Retaining Walls · Stucco · Black Top
FREE ESTIMATES · LICENSED & INSURED

Home 914-476-0219 · Cell 914-882-9564

HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR

ANNAGH LI, SECRETARY JAMES TIERNEYRiverdale

929 YONKERS AVE • YONKERS NY

OPEN 7 DAYS • 914-423-0482

The Clairmont  Diner
A Family Place - Eat, Laugh & Enjoy!

Serving the Community for over 25 years

TAKE-OUT ORDERS • FREE DELIVERY




