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Yonkers, NY 10704 
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First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2017 

Tel:  (914) 963-1486  
Fax: (914) 375-1115 

stjohnsp@optonline.net 

School  
(914) 965-2356 

Principal 
Sister Maryalice Reamer,  R.D.C. 

 
Religious  Education  

(914) 965-2338 
 

Director 
Sr. Mary Beth Read,  O.S.U. 

 
Director of Music & Organist 

John Stufano 

Masses 
Saturday Vigil:  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday:  
8:00, 9:30,  

11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. 
 

Monday thru Friday:  
8:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon 

 
Saturday:  
8:00 a.m. 

 

Sacrament  of   
Penance 

Saturday:   
4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
Sacrament of  

Marriage 
Make arrangements six months  

prior to wedding 
 

Sacrament of  
Baptism  

Every  Sunday  
after the 12:30 Mass 

 

http://www.sjbyonkers.org
mailto:stjohnsp@optonline.net


 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Saturday, December 2, 2017 
Vigil: First Sunday of Advent 
5:00 p.m.  Richard, Stella and John Savino 
 
Sunday, December 3, 2017 
First Sunday of Advent  
8:00 a.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
9:30 a.m.  For the Deceased members of the 
  Mc Avoy Family 
11:00 a.m. R.A.S./H.N.S Monthly Mass 
12:30 p.m.  Roma and Guido Barone 
 
Monday, December 4, 2017 
Feast of St. John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m.  Julia and John Soracco  
12:00 noon For the Deceased Members of the  
  Menchen and Donaghy Families 
 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 
8:00 a.m.  Denis Quill 
12:00 noon Gregory Mazzanti 
 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 
Feast of St. Nicholas, Bishop 
8:00 a.m.  Mary Quill 
12:00 noon Assunta Branca 
 
Thursday, December 7, 2017 
Feast of St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
 9:00 a.m. Peter and Helen Duggan 
12:00 noon Michael Walsh 
 
Thursday, December 7, 2017 
Vigil: Feast of The Immaculate Conception of the   
Blessed Virgin Mary 
5:00 p.m.  Peter, Kathleen, Bernie and Eileen Fitzsimons 
 
Friday, December 8, 2017 
Feast of The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 a.m.  Anthony Capobianco -- birthday 
12:00 noon James J. Mullin 
7:30 p.m.  Antonio Ricciardi 
 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 
Feast of St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:00 a.m.  Frances Dippolito 
 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 
Vigil: Second Sunday of Advent 
5:00 p.m.  For the Deceased Members of the 
  Gaudio and Urrico Families 
 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 
Second Sunday of Advent  
8:00 a.m.  Sante Zangrilli 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for the Parishioners of  
  St. John the Baptist 
11:00 a.m. For the Deceased Members of the  
  Barberi and Fortuna Families 
12:30 p.m.  Josephine and Salvatore Miceli 
 

 
WEDDING BANNS 

 
III. Rocco Di Luna and Mary Frances Pellegrino 

II. Aurelio Jimenez and Mercedes Suazo 
 
 

WEEKLY PARISH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, December 3rd    
R.A.S. Mass – 11:00 a.m. – Church 

 
Monday, December 4th  

R.A.S. Christmas Party – 7:00 p.m. – lower Church 
 

Wednesday, December 6th   
Seniors’ Leisure Club – 12:00 noon – lower Church  

R.E. Grades 1st through 5th -- 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. – School 
R.E. Grades 6th through 8th -- 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. – School 

 
Thursday, December 7th  

Cub Scouts – 2:30 p.m. -- lower Church 
 

Friday, December 8th   
H.N.S. Christmas Party – 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

ALTAR SERVERS    
 

Saturday, December 2nd              
5:00 p.m. – M. Bello and W. Ferguson 

 
Sunday, December 3rd   

8:00 a.m. – M. McCarthy and T. McCarthy 
9:30 a.m. – A. Burke and K. Burke 

11:00 a.m. – S. Osso, P. Tozzi and R. Tuffy 
12:30 p.m. – R. Peter and R. Peter 

 
Saturday, December 9th               

5:00 p.m. – M. Colaiacovo and D. Odume 
 

Sunday, December 10th   
8:00 a.m. – L. Loughran and M. Loughran 
9:30 a.m. – P. Coyle and R. McLaughlin 

11:00 a.m. – N. Camacho and J. Velasquez 
12:30 p.m. – F. Albano and D. Liberatore 

 
 

Holy Day:  The Feast of the Immaculate Conception, a 
holy day of obligation is celebrated on Friday, December 
8th. This is the title by which we honor Mary as 
Patroness of the United States.  Our Masses for the Feast 
are as follows: Vigil Mass Thursday, December 7th, at 
5:00 p.m.  Masses on Friday, December 8th are at 8:00 
a.m., 12:00 noon and 7:30 p.m. 
  

 



S.J.B. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
December 3, 2017 

 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: The Scripture readings for this Sunday provide a fitting climax to the reflections on the “final days” 
which was so central to last week’s liturgy.  The keynote for this Sunday is the Gospel imperative: “Watch!”  The entire focus of 
today’s gospel (Mark 13:33-37) is on the need for vigilance as we await the return of Jesus at the end of time.  The parable of the 
absent master drives home the point that Our Lord expects the work of building God’s kingdom to go on – and vigilance to be 
maintained – not only by the “gatekeeper” but by the entire community.  The master may be away in the flesh, but he should never be 
far from our thoughts. 
 
Today’s first reading (Isaiah 63:16-64:7) is the prophet Isaiah’s bold call on God for salvation.  The Lord has power to intervene 
dramatically and rescue His people, despite their sinfulness and hardness of heart.  Finally, St. Paul in our second reading (1Cor. 1:3-
9) prays that God will keep His disciples “firm” in faith and “irreproachable” in conduct as they wait for the “revelation” of the Lord 
Jesus. The readings today reinforce a common theme from diverse perspectives: good servants eagerly await their master’s return but 
they must not be idle in the meantime. 
 
Advent is our special time to remember the birth of Jesus, to recognize His presence in our world, and so to be ever ready for the time 
when He will come at the moment of our death and at the end of time.  We do not know when either time will be, but we put our hope 
in Jesus and trust that as we “wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,” God will strengthen us to the end. 
 

 
SPECIAL SAINTS’ DAYS THIS WEEK – ADVENT WEEK ONE 

 
Monday, December 4th  – St. John Damascus 

Also known as “John Damascene”, John lived in the latter part of the 7th century.  A deeply learned man, John wrote many theological 
works, but also composed hymns and was an eloquent preacher.  He is honored as a “Doctor of the Church” and is considered the last 

of the Church’s “Greek Fathers”. 
 

Wednesday, December 6th   – St. Nicholas 
The great popularity of St. Nicholas is evident in many churches that carry his name and frequent use of Nicholas as a Christian name.  
Yet we know very little about him, beyond the fact that he was a fourth century archbishop in Asia Minor.  The memory of his charity 
and Christ-like love for children remains with the Church as we observe this feast.  Pray today for children, especially those who do 

not know the love and care of parents and family. 
 

Thursday, December 7th  – St. Ambrose 
This fourth century doctor of the Church is revered for his teaching and for his role in converting St. Augustine.  He was an eloquent 
preacher and an original thinker who was able to use the ideas of the great Greek and Roman philosophers to support Christian truth.  

He was one of the great examples of the Catholic tradition of respecting faith and reason in the authentic search for truth. 
 

Saturday, December 9th – St. Juan Diego 
Canonized by Pope John Paul II in July, 2002, this native Mexican was the humble, holy worker to whom Our Lady appeared in the 
16th century.  Revered throughout the Americas as Our Lady of Guadalupe, she miraculously impressed her image on Juan’s cloak. 

 

 

Special Christmas Weekend Schedule 
 

4th Sunday in Advent -- Saturday, December 23rd  
Vigil Mass – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 24th  

9:00 and 11:00 a.m. (only) 
 

Christmas Eve -- Sunday, December 24th 
Vigil – 5:00 p.m. 

Midnight – 12:00 a.m. 
(Choral Prelude at 11:30 p.m.) 

 
Christmas Day  -- Monday, December 25

th
  

9:00; 11:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
There is no evening Mass on Christmas Day 



Sunday Report:  Last weekend 1,250 parishioners attended 
Mass; our collection totaled $7176.00; average contribution: 
$5.74. Thank you for your continued financial support of St. 
John’s and its many needs.  Your generosity is essential and 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Rest in Peace:  Let us pray for Rose Rossi, John Pezzola, 
Victoria Batista, Teresa Ramoni, Richard Montgomery, Ida 
and Cosimo DeLeo and Joseph Tardibono who were buried 
from our church this past week.  Our prayers go out to their 
families and friends. 
 

Advent: This Sunday we begin the beautiful, 
prayerful season of Advent – the beginning of 
the Church’s liturgical year and spiritual 
preparation for the coming of Christ at 

Christmas.  Among the deepest hungers we have as human 
beings is our hunger for meaning – our hunger for God.  The 
sounds, images and prayers of Advent are a response to that 
hunger.  As we begin our journey through this sacred season 
let us walk together, listening and learning.  May Advent 
fulfill our deep desire to draw closer to God. 
 
Advent Booklet:  Once again we will provide a devotional 
booklet for our parishioners to use during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  Entitled the “Little Blue Book”, it is 
produced by the Archdiocese of Saginaw, Michigan, and 
provides a prayerful reflection (based on the Infancy Narrative 
cvin the Gospel of St. Matthew) for each day of these two 
seasons.  It also includes other prayers, meditations and 
suggestions on how to make these special seasons of grace.  
These will be available at all our Masses this weekend. 
  
Latin Chant:   During Advent at our sung Sunday Masses, we 
will use traditional Gregorian Chant whenever the Sanctus and 
Agnus Dei are sung.  The chant melodies are very easy to sing 
and the words of these responses are so familiar in English 
that the Latin shouldn’t pose a problem, even for someone 
who has never studied Latin.  Moreover, it gives us an 
opportunity (however small) to recapture the long tradition of 
singing Gregorian Chant.  The text of and music for these 
acclamations can be found in the Music Issue: Sanctus (#846); 
Agnus Dei (#850). 
 
Monthly Maintenance:  Since this Sunday is the first Sunday 
of the month of December, we will take up our regular “First 
Sunday of the Month” second collection after Communion this 
week.  This collection helps with the upkeep, maintenance, 
and cleaning of our beautiful church.  Please be generous.   
 

H.N.S. Christmas Dinner:  Please join the 
members of the Holy Name Society for their 
annual Christmas Dinner this Friday, December 
8th at 7:00 p.m. at La Grotta Restaurant on 

McLean Avenue.  The cost is $40.00 per person and includes 
dinner, dessert, coffee, wine beer and soda. All are welcome 
and bring a friend!  R.S.V.P. by December 4th to Vinny 
Vanadia at vinny316@aol.com.  
 
Rosary Altar Society:  This Sunday, we welcome members 
of the R.A.S. to their monthly Mass at 11:00 a.m.   
 

Christmas Traditions: The Advent Wreath 
– Wreaths have always been associated with 
the Christmas season so it’s no surprise that 
Christians have used a wreath to signify their 
spiritual preparation for the coming of Christ 
at Christmas.  The origins of the Catholic 
custom of putting candles on a wreath 

probably go back to pre-Christian times when people in 
Germany and Scandinavia were accustomed to place candles 
around a wheel (symbolizing the sun) during the winter time – 
as they awaited the season when the sun would stay longer in 
the sky and warmth would return.  Christians took the pagan 
custom and adopted it.  They put greens – evergreen branches 
– around the wheel to symbolize the life that continued even in 
darkest winter; they saw the wheel – not as a symbol of the 
sun – but of eternity – the eternity of God, the immortality of 
the human soul and everlasting life.  Soon after four candles 
were placed on the wreath to signify the four weeks of Advent 
and in time their colors (3 purple, one rose or pink) became 
fixed: the 3 purple candles representing prayer, penance and 
works of charity to be performed as we prepare for Christmas; 
the rose candle representing the joy that Christians have 
because Christ will be born among us.  Often a single white 
candle is placed in the center of the wreath; this candle 
represents Christ Himself, the Light of the World; it remains 
unlit until Christmas Day.  We can learn a great deal if we pay 
close attention to the lessons we are taught by all the beautiful 
traditions of this magical season!    
 
Lessons and Carols Concert: Next Sunday December 10th, 
our talented and dedicated choirs (along with some of our 
eloquent lectors) will present “Lessons and Carols: An 
Evening of Sacred Christmas Music” under the direction of 
Mr. John Stufano.  The program will include both well-known 
classical works and traditional carols along with scripture 
readings in an effort to help us make a prayerful preparation 
for the Christmas season.  Come support the Parish choir, 
Children’s choir, and all who have worked faithfully to 
prepare for this event.  The program begins at 5:00 p.m. and 
light refreshments will follow.  All are welcome. 
 
Confessions in Advent:  In addition to our regular 
confessions on Saturdays from 4:00 to 4:45 p.m., we are 
participating in an Archdiocesan Program, “Reconciliation 
Monday in Advent” on Monday, December 18th.  Confessions 
that day will be from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the afternoon and 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the evening. This special opportunity 
for confessions is being done in conjunction with most of the 
parishes in the Archdiocese. 
 
Candlelight Remembrance:  Ruggiero Funeral Home (732 
Yonkers Avenue) is holding their annual “We Remember 
Ceremony” next week, on Sunday, December 10th from 5:00 
to 6:00 p.m.  Family members are invited to remember their 
dearly departed by placing a personal ornament on the tree 
that will be lighted. 
 
Christmas Wreaths:  Members of the Home School 
Association will be selling fresh balsam wreaths after all 
Masses this weekend.  The proceeds will be going to support 
our school.  If you are in the market for a wreath, please 
consider getting one here at St. John’s.  The cost is $20.00. 

mailto:vinny316@aol.com.


Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support Our Parish

since 1896

DR. DENISE D. LANDI
CHIROPRACTOR

376-6900
733 Yonkers Ave., Suite LL2

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

072D (MV) - St. John - Yonkers, NY                                FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 inside

St. Patrick's Home
for the Aged and Infirm

"Where it all began"
Carmelite Sisters serving

the aged since 1931
•Short-term Rehabilitation

• Long-term Care •Palliative Care
•Memory Support Unit

•Wound Care Management
•Physical, Occupational & Speech therapy, 

Spiritual Care and many Other Services
-Contact Admissions Office-

66 Van Cortlandt Park South
Bronx, N.Y. 10463

T: 718-519-2800  F: 718-304-1817
Website: www.stpatrickshome.org

ACE 
LANDSCAPE

CONTRACTORS
Serving The Tri-State Vicinity 

For Over 15 Years
Design · Installation · Maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

718-543-0912  ·  914-969-6459

RACEWAY 
DINER

Open Daily 24 Hours
Senior Citizen Discounts

Monday-Thursday Only
833 Yonkers Avenue

914-969-4343

For All Your Insurance Needs Contact:
Geraldine & Noel McGovern

G&N McGovern Insurance Agency Inc.
Tel: 914-803-1300 · Fax: 914-803-1600

850 MCLEAN AVENUE · SUITE D · YONKERS, NY 10704

Anthony C. Mangiaracina, R.Ph.
Pharmacist & Owner

FREE DELIVERY 
PERSONALIZED SERVICE

Full Prescription Services · Medical Supplies & Bandages
DME · Over-The-Counter Products · Vitamins & Supplements

Lotto, Cards & Candy · Shipping Services
Free Pick-Up & Delivery · Curbside Pick-Up & More!

914-237-8821
973 MCLEAN AVE. (CORNER OF MARTHA AVE.) YONKERS

E-Mail: merkchemists@gmail.com
Web: www.merkrx.com

www.facebook.com/merkrx

Silvia M. Metrena-Nuñez, Esq.
Law Office of Andrew M. Romano

(914) 965-4221, ext. 2 • Fax (914) 965-8409
20 S. Broadway • Suite 902 • Yonkers, NY 10701

aromanolaw@gmail.com • www.andrewromanolaw.com

When you help the American Red Cross, 
you help America.

Call 1-800-Help Now or visit us at redcross.org

ROBERT D. SIANO, ESQ.
FAMILY LAW • CRIMINAL LAW • PERSONAL INJURY • APPEALS 

399 KNOLLWOOD RD • SUITE 301 • WHITE PLAINS, NY 10465
718-300-0763

www.robertsiano.com

Cosmetic, Implants, Dentures
and Family Dentistry

Joseph Torres DMD
348 Wendover Road • Yonkers

914-968-3838
FREE NEW PATIENT EXAM & X-RAYS!

GOD 
BLESS

AMERICA



JOSEPH A. MARRA
909 Midland Avenue 
Yonkers NY 10704
914-964-6806 
jamarra@marralaw.com

25 East 233rd Street 
Bronx NY 10470

888-381-7856 
www.marralaw.com

ELDER LAW • WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES • PERSONAL INJURY
MATRIMONIAL • SMALL BUSINESS REPRESENTATION • REAL ESTATE

2011
Joseph A. Marra

Admitted to Practice in NY & NJ
Attorney-at-Law

FLOWER
F U N E R A L  H O M E  I N C

714 YONKERS AVENUE

DR. MARIO E. 
MONTONI

Foot Doctor
Podiatrist - Foot Specialist

We Take Care Of:
Corns, Callouses,

Ingrown Toe Nails, Painful Feet, 
Bunions, Hammered Toes
Most Insurances Accepted

476-2562
655 Yonkers Avenue

F.M.G. AUTO 
CENTER, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work & Painting
Fibre Glass & Foreign Car Specialists

Collision Work & Electric Welding
All Work Guaranteed

237-7392 · 237-7677 · Fax 237-9456
806-810 McLean Avenue
www.fmgautocenter.com

072D (MV) - St. John - Yonkers, NY                                    FOR ADS CALL: (800) 364-0684  BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836 outside

MASONRY
DEPOT

Masonry & Contractor
Supply Centers

New Rochelle
914-576-7777

Yonkers
914-969-7777

Congers
845-268-2900

JOHN CIPOLLINA
D.D.S.

Child & Adult Orthodontics
687 Yonkers Avenue

969-0303
Hours By Appointment

Repasts · Communions · Baby & Wedding Showers · Rehearsal Dinners 
Confi rmation · Graduation · Anniversary

400 Yonkers Ave., Yonkers (On the Corner of Yonkers & Midland Avenues)
LUNCH · DINNER · DESSERTS · PARTIES · LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS

(914) 964-8887 www.decostas.com

~ FOR ALL YOUR FLORAL NEEDS ~
24 HR. PHONE 476-6300

WWW.EmilYedowitz.com

145 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD 
YONKERS, NY 10701

HARVEY FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC, 
PHYSICAL THERAPY & ACUPUNCTURE, PLLC

984 N. Broadway · Ste. L-09 · Yonkers
914-476-8600

www.harveyfamilychiropractic.com

HRS: MON., TUES., 
WED. & FRI. 8:30AM-7PM

THURS. 8:30AM-2PM
SAT. 8:30AM-1PM

732 Yonkers Avenue
(914) 375-1400

www.frsw� .com

www.FlowerFH.com

3 8 6 3 7 2 5
1-800-2-FUNERAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTOR

ANNAGH LI, SECRETARY JAMES TIERNEYRiverdale

Complete Services 
For Individuals & 
Small Businesses

Monica O'Neill
914-779-8423

C: 914-643-1046

Bookkeeping Services

OAKLAND CEMETERY
Scenic Views of the Hudson

Single, Double and Family Plots
Niches for Cremains

914-963-1077
2 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD · YONKERS, NY

(EASY ACCESS VIA PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION)

Catering For All Your Parties
With Deliveries By

914-237-SUBS
1053 YONKERS AVENUE · YONKERS

914-423-SUBS
11 PALISADE AVENUE · YONKERS

FREE SUB WITH PURCHASE 
OF ANY SUB & DRINK

~ Family Operated ~

United Together In The Fight Against Bullying ... 
Don’t Just Teach Kindness ... 

BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.org

B L U E O U T B U L L Y N GI

It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text 
message: Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started. 

Message and data rates may apply.

(973) 440-8657
 info@mallorysarmy.org

KG Plumbing 
& Heating

9 1 4 - 2 5 5 - 7 8 5 4

Call Kieran For All Your 
Plumbing Needs


