PASTOR’S CORNER
Jan. 30, 2022

	Wednesday we celebrate the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, a major feast in the Liturgical Year.  It is sometimes called Candlemas because it is customary to bless candles at this Mass which celebrates Christ, the Light of the World.  The liturgy begins with the priest recalling that forty days have passed since the Nativity and that this day commemorates the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple.  Simeon proclaimed him the Light of the World.  Then the priest blesses the candles with these words: 
O God, source and origin of all light, who on this day showed to the just man Simeon the Light for revelation to the Gentiles, we humbly ask that, in answer to your people’s prayers, you may be pleased to sanctify with your blessing these candles, which we are eager to carry in praise of your name, so that, treading the path of virtue, we may reach that light which never fails.
	We will have the special blessing of candles at the noon Mass on Wednesday.  You are encouraged to bring the blessing candles you use at home.  


Sr. M. Pascaline, whom many lifelong Hamiltonians know from Schroeder Manor died on Thursday, January 20, 2022 at the age of 95.
She led an interesting life.  A convert to Catholicism, she entered religious life in 1946 and was quickly put on a “fast track” which resulted in a Masters Degree in Hospital Administration.  After a few assignments, it was at Schroeder Manor that Sr. Pascaline found a home for her own heart. She ministered in Administration at Schroeder Manor for 32 years. After completing her time as Executive Director, Sr. Pascaline graciously volunteered her time and energy to the Development Office and Gift Shop at Schroeder Manor. In 1995, Sr. Pascaline founded Extravagant Bargains Thrift Store on Main Street in the heart of Hamilton, which raised money for the Manor. 
I remember meeting her shortly after I arrived in Hamilton in 2005.  Her long and faithful love of the Manor and the City of Hamilton was appreciated by many. Over the years, Sr. Pascaline was engaged on various hospital and community Boards and was a member of Altrusa of Hamilton for years. She was a woman with a mission from the start. 
Requiescat in pace.


Fr. Pucke	

	 
