
Diocesan News and Events 

St. Conval’s Cemetery Mass 
The Easter Cemetery Mass will take place on Sunday 16th April at 2pm, Divine 
Mercy Sunday, celebrated by Bishop John. All welcome. There will be a link 
available to be able to watch from home if you cannot participate in person.  
 
St. Vincent’s Hospice Sponsored Pilgrimage to Santiago  
Gerry McCourt, from our diocesan SSVP, is walking 500 Miles on a solo Pilgrimage 
from St Jean Pied de Port in France to Santiago in Spain, carrying his own rucksack 
and staying in pilgrim  hostels along the route.  He begins on 17th April, hiking for 
around forty days, to raise funds for the St Vincent Hospice at Howwood.   If you 
would like to sponsor him just go to https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-
vincents-hospice-gerrymccourt 

 
Think Vocation  
“Jesus wept.” As a priest, deacon or religious you might be the one to weep with 
those who weep, rejoice with those who rejoice and comfort those who are sad. It is 
Christ’s love we bring in those moments. Speak to our Diocesan Vocations Director, 
Fr. John Morrison tel: 01418895056 0r email vocations@rcdop.org.uk  
 

Diocesan Young Adults (18-35)  
Our series of talks, In God's Image: A Defence of Catholic Moral Teaching, continues on 
Wed 29th March. In the next talk, Before I Formed You in the Womb I Knew You, Mr John 
Deighan will discuss the dignity of the unborn child. Please arrive at the diocesan 
office before 7pm. The talk will be followed by an opportunity to socialise over drinks 
in a local bar. Details of future talks in the series can be found on Facebook. 
 
Safeguarding Training – PART ONE – Church Volunteers 

There will be a Part One training session taking place on:  
Tuesday 16th May 2023 at 7pm in the Diocesan Offices, Incle Street, Paisley, PA1 
1HR  
As part of the safe recruitment procedures for the Catholic Church in Scotland, new 
volunteers undertaking regulated work should complete an application form for 
their role, apply to become a member of the PVG scheme and attend Safeguarding 
Part One Training.  If you would like to attend this training session, please contact 
SarahJane Colhoun on 0141 847 6138 or safeguardingadmin@rcdop.org.uk 

 
Divine Mercy Monthly Devotions 
The Friends of Divine Mercy Scotland invite you to a Divine Mercy Mass at 7 p.m. 
followed by Adoration on Wednesday 29  March 2023. The mass will take place at St 

Mirin’s Cathedral for March only, it will be back at St Mary’s in April. All are 
welcome.  

Youth to Lourdes 2023 

Our pilgrimage returns this summer. In s3-s6? Do you wish to serve others? Learn 
more about your faith? Meet other young people? If so, then Youth to Lourdes could 
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be for you. This year the pilgrimage will leave Scotland on Thursday 29th June 2023. 
We will arrive in Lourdes on Friday 30th June. We will arrive back in Scotland on 
Friday 7th July 2023. The pilgrimage costs £650.00. Our next group meeting is at the 
Diocesan Offices (adjacent to St. Mirin's Cathedral) at 2pm on Sunday 19th March. 
 

Diocese of Paisley Safeguarding Thought for the Month 

As a Church community, we accept that it is the responsibility of all of us - ordained, 
professed, employed and voluntary members - to work together to protect children and 
vulnerable adults from abuse or harm. 
 
Diocese of Paisley Lenten Catechesis 2023 - Jesus: The Source of Eternal Life 
-  St.  Mirin’s Cathedral, 2.00-4.,00pm 

Our next Lenten Catecheses, to prepare us for the Easter Season will take place on 
Sunday 26th March,  Fifth Sunday of Lent, Bishop Brian McGee of Argyll and the 
Isles, will reflect on Jesus and Lazarus.  As well as Bishops’ Catechesis there will be 
Testimony from Young People, Solemn Evening Prayer and Benediction with music 
led by our Diocesan Choir.  Please note this Lenten gathering is an in-person event 
therefore the Livestream will not be available. 
 
SYNOD 2021-2024 

The Papal Synod timeline has now been extended, by a year, to 2024. The document 
for the Continental Stage has now been published and is available on the diocesan 
website homepage. This will be the focus of the European Assembly in February 
2023. Please send any comments to Synod23@rcdop.org.uk . 
 

                                                                                                                                               
The 2023 Pluscarden Pentecost Lectures: Living the Faith in the World of Today, 
Four talks by Fr Richard Price Pluscarden Abbey, , Elgin 30th May – 1st June 2023 
This series of talks addresses a broad range of problems – from living in an 
increasingly godless society to doubts as it how to read Scripture, the need to 
cultivate one’s own spiritual perception of the world, and how a nineteenth-century 
Italian shows how to maintain Christian patience and charity and depend on our 
inner resources rather on a supportive environment as the situation for Christians 
today.   There is no charge for these lectures and all are welcome to attend. To 
register, for enquiries or to book accommodation, please write to: Pentecost Lectures, 
Pluscarden Abbey, ELGIN, Moray IV30 8UA enclosing a SAE, fax 01343 890258; or 
email monks@pluscardenabbey.org 

 
A job with a mission – Th Charity of the Daughters of St. Paul 
The Charity of the Daughters of St Paul are looking to appoint an experienced 
member to our well established team at the Pauline Books & Media Centre, 
Glasgow. This role is to replace a valued retired member of staff who served for 
twenty eight years.  This is a part-time role over 3-4 days with flexible working 
hours (approx. 22h p/w). The successful candidate should be responsible, well 
organised, good work ethos, flexible, multitasked, precise, polite manner and 
excellent customer service skills, able to use social media and basic computer 
programs and ability to work as part of a team. 
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Please email your CV and covering letter to glasgow@pauline-uk.org 

 

Reconciliation and Healing Service 
This service will take place in St. Aidan’s, Tower Road, Johnstone, PA5 0AD on 
Sunday 26th March at 6.45pm.  The Speaker -  Joe Livingston.  The theme is “Being 
Alive In The Spirit”.  There will be a blessing with 2 relics – Saint Margaret Mary 
Alacoque (Sacred Heart)  Saint Catherine Laboure (Miraculous Medal)   
 

Brecbannoch Pilgrimage 
The annual Brecbannoch Pilgrimage will take place 9 -12 June 2023. With the 
permission of Bishop Brian McGhee, pilgrims will traverse the 43 miles from Oban 
to Iona on foot, praying for a new evangelisation in Scotland, which once rang with 
Catholic faith from sea to sea. Along the way we will not only invoke the special 
intercession of the holy men and women of Scotland, but we will carry the relics of 
St Columba, St Andrew, an St Margaret. Sign up as soon as places are running out: 
https://www.brecbannoch.org/book 

 
The Heart’s Hunger: A Reflective Journey Through Lent 
Lent is a good time to listen to the longings within, what our hearts hunger for, to 
consider the things we need to sustain us and nourish us on our journey. This series 
of Lent reflections starts on Ash Wednesday (22nd February) and runs until the Easter 
week. An new guided audio reflection is made available for each week in Lent to listen 
to in your own time. This will also be sent to you in written form, along with other 
resources which you can dip into during times of reflection throughout the week 
(Scripture, poetry, art, spiritual writing etc). The aim is to create flexible material you 
can use in the time you have, which allows you to stay with what is standing out for 
you on your journey. To register visit https://heartinpilgrimage.org.uk/the-hearts-
hunger-a-reflective-journey-through-lent/ or contact Susan Mansfield on 
info@heartinpilgrimage.org.uk or 07803 620038. The Lent Retreat costs £30 —you can 
book and pay securely on the website, or email for more payment options. In these 
difficult times, “gift” places are available for those who would find it hard to pay, 
please get in touch for more information. Any donations received will go towards 
making the retreat possible for others. 
 

The Ignatian Spirituality Centre  
We are delighted again this year to run an online Lent retreat and to provide a free 
App and free booklets to those that would like them. Retreat details and how to get 
the booklets can be seen here: https://www.iscglasgow.co.uk/lent23.html 
(You can view the retreat on www.onlineprayer.net/saints) 
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