
   
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603

989-799-2460 www.stasaginaw.org

January 3, 2021

Welcome to our Parish: If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring.
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register.
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  
A wedding date can only be set after meeting with the parish priest.
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit.

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday     4:00 PM

Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM
First Friday     8:30 AM

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment

Parish Staff
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor

rickb@stasaginaw.org

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
Pastoral Associate

annd@stasaginaw.org

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper
patm@stasaginaw.org

Deborah Kraklow
Director of Liturgy and Music

debk@stasaginaw.org

Karen Bartels    
RCIA Director

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator
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Monday, January 4 
Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

 
Tuesday, January 5 
Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 6 
Saint André Bessette, Religious 
1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, January 7 
Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a 

 
Friday, January 8 
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
 

 

Saturday, January 9 
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b; Jn 3:22-30 

  9:00 AM Individual Rite of Penance 
  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, January 10 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday,  
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday. 

Please FOLLOW  
the Guidelines for returning to Church by 

wearing masks and practice social distancing.  

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The three wise men who came from the East to pay 
homage to the infant Jesus brought Him rich gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh as part of their 
worship.  What gifts have I brought to this 
celebration to offer to the newborn Savior?  

 
The Parish Financial Stewardship will be listed in future 
bulletins due to holiday publication deadlines.  Thank you. 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 
Tim W.; Roger; Tom; Mike; Valarie W.; Mary S.; Al V.; 
David H.; Rachel L.; Sally S.; John S.; S.W.; John; Bill 
P.; Michael and Emme & family; Jeanne; Jim & Pat 
D.; Todd J.; Fred; Darlene; Art R; Matthew; and 
those who are homebound and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on December 
28.  Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

Due to holiday bulletin publication dates and the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Masses and or events posted in 
the bulletin may be cancelled or rescheduled. 

Please see the website www.stasaginaw.org or sign 
up for MyParish App (text 88202) to stay informed. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

PRAYER LINE…799-2460, ext.1 

The advertisements that appear in 

this bulletin completely defray all 

publishing costs which the church 

would otherwise incur. Please 

patronize the sponsors on the back of this bulletin and 

thank them for their kind generosity. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . .
In the gospel of Matthew, the first 

word spoken by a human person is 
the one from one of the magi in 
address to Herod, “Where …?” It is 
also the response of Herod when he 
summons the chief priests and scribes 
and his Jerusalem supporters 
(translated to “all Jerusalem”).  But the 

two questions are spoken from very different hearts.  
Herod is panic-stricken at the thought of losing his 
power to another “king of the Jews,” and is desperate 
to know “where” this threat lurks.  It is some of the 
same group that Herod summons to help him plot the 
death of Jesus and who will mock him on the cross.  In 
contrast, the magi, Gentile (perhaps Persian) seekers 
and aristocratic scholars, have no concern with status 
or ethnicity – their “where” is a sign of their genuine 
search for the new king so that they may come to pay 
him homage.  They also have the humility to come to 
Jerusalem to add to their foreign and pagan wisdom 
the wisdom of the Hebrew Scriptures to help them in 
their search.  In the company of Herod and his 
cohorts, Matthew sees the magi as witnesses to the 
later call of Jesus for all his disciples to be “shrewd as 
serpents and simple as doves.” The search of the 
magi from the East begins with a sign in the skies and 
the guiding wisdom of pagan astrology.  It ends with a 
Child of earth to whom they are led by both the star 
and the light of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Whether 
Matthew intended it or not, later tradition has seen in 
the gifts the magi bring a hint of the paschal mystery –
myrrh for embalming, frankincense for fragrancing of 
sacrifices and burning before the holy of holies, the 
gold a fitting gift for a king.  Their human “dreams”
fulfilled by their visit to the Child, God touches their 
spirit in a dream that warns them of Herod’s hypocrisy 
so that they do not return to Jerusalem to tell him the 
“where” of Jesus but return to their own country by 
another way.  When we place the magi in our 
Christmas crib, they are usually dressed in opulent 
robes and black, yellow and brown faces.  For the 
number or the physical appearance of the magi we 
have no biblical evidence, but the truth that their visit 
declares and the symbolism that the presence in the 
crib proclaims is the gospel truth that Jesus is king of 
all the nations of the earth.  That is what we pray in 
the words of Psalm 72 today – the establishment of 
God’s kingdom of just and peace throughout the world 
so that the rights of the poor and helpless are 
respected and the cries of the needy are answered.

In this story of the revelation of Jesus to the magi, 
what is revealed to us about our own eagerness or 
reluctance to seek God?  What is our own ability to 
listen to the Word of God, our own discernment of 
hypocrisy and hunger for power, in ourselves, our 
world, our Church?  What is our own attitude to 
strangers and our appreciation of their wisdom?  Do 
we make the refugees and asylum seekers welcome 
in the parish or as our neighbors, or do we regard 
them as a threat to jobs, property values, national 
security, our own comfortable and near-sighted 
spiritual wisdom?  How do we respond to the young 
people who are searching for their own stars to guide 
them in their “where” and “when” of something more in 
their lives?  Where and when must there be a both a 
“birth” and a “death” in our Christian lives as we gaze 
on the Christmas Child and recognize the mystery of 
the adult Christ for adult Christians? 

Let me express my gratitude for all the cards, gifts 
and well-wishes during the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays.  With my sister also with me, she has been 
doing a lot of baking, so my freezer is full of goodies.  
She will be returning home this week.

Because of bulletin printing schedules, I am 
writing these few words before Christmas as we are 
just beginning to see the roll out of vaccines for 
COVID-19.  This brings about a level of hope that we 
will begin to move beyond the pandemic and return to 
what will be our “new normal” in our lives.  As I reflect 
back upon 2020 and the number of funerals we have 
had, more have been people who have died either 
because of COVID or the repercussions of COVID 
upon their bodies.  So many families watched their 
loved ones die alone in hospitals and nursing facilities.  
None of this has been easy for people, but we are a 
people of hope.  As we begin this new year, let us 
remember that we are responsible to care not only for 
ourselves but also our brothers and sisters, the 
strangers and aliens in our midst, those forgotten by 
society, and those who are alone.  Let us not have the 
hypocrisy that Herod showed, and this that life is all 
about us.  God will always side with the anawim, the 
humble poor, and will turn upside-down those who 
think they are more important.  It may be a message 
we do not like to hear, but it is the gospel.  We need to 
be still and listen to God speaking in our hearts and 
our lives.  If not, we may find ourselves on the outside 
looking in.  Happy New Year and have a blessed year.

“We saw his star at its rising and 
have come to do him homage.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed- 
recorded-masses 

 

FINDING THE STAR… 
Can you find the Star 
hidden in our bulletin? 

 

The star was in the Christ's 
Mission Appeal logo. 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 
 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, we 
welcome you!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, we 
invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Please come join us 
again! 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class 

The next preparation class will take place on Monday, 
January 18 at 7:00 PM in the Church.  Please 
contact the Parish Office ext. 4 to register.   

Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas 
parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are 
normally held on the first weekend of the month.  

The Christmas Flower donation listing will 
be published mid January.  Thank you for 
the beautiful enhancement to the Church 
and Narthex. 

Intention Candles 
A candle will be lit for your intention. 

 

Envelopes with a red dot will be lit for 
the Sacred Heart and blue dot will be lit 
for the Blessed Mother. 

Place sealed envelope back in the basket, the 
weekend collection basket or in the parish office drop 
box. 

God, thank you for a new year.  May 
everyone in our family be willing to begin 
anew with a clean slate.  We know that 
you are always ready to forgive us.  Help 
us to be willing to forgive ourselves and 
to forgive one another. 
 
As we begin a new year, remind us of our 
truest values and our deepest desires.  
Help us to live in the goodness that 
comes from doing what you want us to 
do.  Help us to put aside anxiety about 
the future and the past, so that we might 
live in peace with you now, one day at a 
time.  Amen. 
 

Wishing you a  
blessed Christmas season  

and a Happy New Year. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Songs and Phrases of Christmas 
in Gobbledygook

Corrected titles in next weeks bulletin

 An emotion excited by the 
acquisition of expectation of good 
given to the terrestrial sphere.

 Omnipotent supreme being who elicits respite 
to ecstatic distinguished males.

 The first person nominative plural of a 
triumvirate of far eastern heads of state.

 Tranquility upon the terrestrial sphere.

Corrected titles -
Silent Night; The First Noel; O Holy Night; We wish you a 
Merry Christmas

Kids Bulletins
Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  
Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 and 7-12.
Bulletins are available in the narthex.  

Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

PRAY ON IT.
PRAY OVER IT.
PRAY THROUGH IT.

January 9/10, 2021
Old Town Christian Outreach

Suggested items: dry pasta and 
sauces (in plastic if possible), canned 

soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, 
canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals 
and any household paper products or cleaning 
products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper 
towel/toilet paper.  

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot 
Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

$1.00 OFF ANY
WASH PACKAGE

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
Expires 2/2/21

WITH THIS COUPON
$5.00 off
any complete

oil change and lube
at Fast eddie’s

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

Excludes Express Wash

T-S

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
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Readings for The Epiphany of the Lord 

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the words of a prophet 
who lived after the Jews returned from exile in Babylon (which is modern-
day Iraq).  They found their temple destroyed and the city leveled.  But 
with great faith the prophet envisions a wonderful future for Jerusalem. 

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 The Ephesians were a community in which Jewish converts to 
Christianity lived side-by-side with Gentile converts.  The author of this 
letter confirms that God’s saving grace is available to everyone, whatever 
their background. 
 

Gospel Reflection: Matthew 2:1-12 
The Magi — Gentile (non-believers) possess humility of faith, and the 
openness of mind and heart to seek and welcome Jesus.  King Herod 
reacts with anger and hostility toward Jesus.  The chief priests and 
scribes greet the birth of Jesus with indifference, but will later resist 
everything Jesus does.  Today we face modern day Herods and scribes 
with motives of power and domination, or with resistance to change or 
indifference.  
 

For your reflection:  The Magi followed a star to find Jesus.  Who or 
what has been like that star leading me to find Jesus in my life? 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

The Magi in today’s gospel were led to Jesus by a star.  Who are the stars 
your children follow?  Don’t let it be the tabloid stars.  Resolve in this New 
Year to be the guiding star in the life of your children.  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“..they fell down and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures 
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh...”Matthew 2:11 

Notice the order of events in the Magi’s visit.  First, they knelt before 
Jesus and prayed to Him.  Then they presented Him with their gifts.  We, 
too, must take time to pray before we present our gifts to the Lord.  We 
never know what God may be asking us to share!  

COVID-19 Prayer of 
Solidarity 

For all who have contracted 
coronavirus, we pray for care and 
healing. 

For those who are particularly 
vulnerable, we pray for safety and 
protection. 

For all who experience fear or 
anxiety, we pray for peace of mind 
and spirit. 

For affected... 
The Star of Bethlehem as seen through the Hubble telescope. 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/covid-19-prayer-solidarity
https://www.usccb.org/resources/covid-19-prayer-solidarity
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Janitorial Service, Carpet Cleaning, 
Hard Floor Care, Window Washing, 

Matting and Consumable Products.

We work and live in the local community, therefore our reputation is everything to us! 
www.cleanteamclean.com • 989-752-2424

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN
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