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989-799-2460 www.stasaginaw.org

January 10, 2021

Welcome to our Parish: If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring.
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register.
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  
A wedding date can only be set after meeting with the parish priest.
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit.

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday     4:00 PM

Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM
First Friday     8:30 AM

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment

Parish Staff
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor

rickb@stasaginaw.org

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
Pastoral Associate

annd@stasaginaw.org

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper
patm@stasaginaw.org

Deborah Kraklow
Director of Liturgy and Music

debk@stasaginaw.org

Karen Bartels    
RCIA Director

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator
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Monday, January 11 
Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20 

 
Tuesday, January 12 
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:21-28 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 13 
Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:29-39 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  6:30 PM Finance Administration  
  7:30 PM Pastoral Council 
 
Thursday, January 14 
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:40-45 

 
Friday, January 15 
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12 
 

 

Saturday, January 16 
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17  
  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, January 17 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10;  
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday. 

 
Please FOLLOW  

the Guidelines for returning to Church by 
wearing masks and practice social distancing.  

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 
Tim W.; Roger; Tom; Mike; Valarie W.; Mary S.; Al V.; 
David H.; Rachel L.; Sally S.; John S.; S.W.; John; Bill 
P.; Michael and Emme & family; Jeanne; Rob G.; Jim 
& Pat D.; Todd J.; Fred; Darlene; Art R; Matthew; and 
those who are homebound and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on January 
31.  Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PRAYER LINE…799-2460, ext.1 

The advertisements that appear in 

this bulletin completely defray all 

publishing costs which the church 

would otherwise incur. Please 

patronize the sponsors on the back of this bulletin and 

thank them for their kind generosity. 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.  The 
US bishops' pastoral on stewardship reminds us that 
Baptism gives all of His disciples a share in His 
priestly work and calls them "to offer up the world 
and all that is in it, especially themselves to the Lord 
of all."  

 
December 26/27, 2020 

 

Envelopes $     17,242.00 
Loose $          583.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          488.00 
Religious Retirement $          835.00 
Christmas $       4,190.00 
Total: $     23,338.00 
 

December 25, 2020 
 

Envelopes $       4,900.00 
Loose $          389.00 
Total: $       5,289.00 
 

January 2/3, 2021 
 

Envelopes $     15,990.00 
Loose $          775.00 
Electronic (ACH) $       3,229.00 
Religious Retirement $            10.00 
Christmas $          760.00 
First Offering $       1,587.00 
Total: $     22,351.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of the 
Lord.  In Mark’s Gospel, John is part of 
the stirring excitement of a new 
beginning of the Good News.  John is 
the precursor, the one going before 
Jesus to prepare his way.  Mark 
describes Jesus’ arrival from the 

humble and unimportant village of Nazareth, in 
Galilee, in case anyone doesn’t know that.  Although 
Jesus is without sin, he puts himself in solidarity with 
the crowd and with sinful humanity.  He bares his 
human body and at this, his first public appearance, 
chooses to go down into the waters of the Jordan to 
be baptized by John as a representative of our 
collective guilt.  As he rises up, the heavens are torn 
open, and the action of God is manifested in the 
descent of the Spirit “like a dove” and the voice 
addresses Jesus as “my beloved Son; with you are I 
am well pleased.”  In the person of Jesus, this is the 
beginning of a new age, a new relationship of earth 
and heaven, of the whole of creation and our human 
condition.  Joel Marcus, a scriptural scholar, 
comments: “God has ripped the heavens apart 
irrevocably at Jesus’ baptism, never to shut them 
again.  Through this gracious gash in the universe, he 
has poured forth his Spirit into the earthly 
realm” (Mark 1-8, The Anchor Bible 27).  Here is the 
answer to the cry of the exiles to God, “Oh, that you 
would rend the heavens and come down!” (Isaiah 
64:1)  But there is no mountain quaking, no violent 
cosmic disturbances in this reading.  It is a “gracious 
gash.”  The symbolism of “like a dove” is perhaps a 
memory of the spirit/wind of God that hovered over the 
face of the primeval waters at the first creation.  It is 
also a witness to the gentle action of God that 
descends upon Jesus to empower him, like the 
prophets, with gentle service of the poor and our 
humanity that is impoverished by our sinfulness.  The 
word spoken by the Father at the baptism of Jesus is 
addressed to Jesus, not the Baptist or the crowd.  The 
voice of God affirms Jesus as “my Son,” with 
memories of Psalm 2:7, a royal coronation psalm, and 
then as “the Beloved” upon whom God’s favor rests.  
In the humble setting of the Jordan River, a humble 
man from a humble Galilean village is baptized by the 
humble precursor and proclaimed by God as one with 
royal dignity. 

Three times in the testing 
of faith at Mount Moriah, 
Abraham refers to Isaac 
as his “beloved son” as 
Isaac and he face the 
sacrificial knife out of 
obedience to God.  The 
cost of Jesus’ allegiance 
to his Father hovers now 
as a dove.  In the not-too-
distant future, it is the 
carrion crow of death that 
will descend upon Jesus 
before his is unbound in 
the resurrection because 
of his obedient love of his Father.  This gospel is the 
declaration of who Jesus is to Mark’s Church – a 
statement of their self-understanding as disciples of 
the new messianic times who are sons and daughters 
of the Father because they are baptized into the Spirit-
filled and Beloved Son and commissioned to serve in 
his name.  Throughout this gospel, those who follow 
Jesus will struggle to understand and accept the 
implications of accepting one who is Son and Beloved, 
to understand what is revealed to Jesus as he rises 
from the waters – humanity, despite its sinfulness, is 
loved with the prodigal love of God.  In this gospel, the 
first person who professes faith in Jesus as the Son of 
God and recognizes the heavens torn open in the torn 
body of the crucified One is the Gentile centurion.  We 
are caught up in the same struggle – baptism 
demanded everything of Jesus as it does of us! 
 Monday begins Ordinary Time and will 
continue until February 17, Ash Wednesday and the 
beginning of Lent. We are starting to return to a 
somewhat normal pace of life, even as we continue to 
deal with the pandemic and continued political turmoil 
in our country.  This week, we return to our regular 
monthly meetings of both Pastoral Council and 
Finance Council. As I write these few words, NCCE is 
in virtual mode but do not know what will happen.  We 
are seeing the expansion of the vaccine for COVID-19 
but when we will have enough people vaccinated, only 
time will tell. We are still in unknown times, just as 
Ordinary Time calls us to remember who we are, who 
we follow, and what is our ministry and mission.  In 
this new year, let’s be light shining in the darkness 
and recognize God at work in every place.  God’s 
blessings.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING JESUS…
Can you find Jesus

hidden in our bulletin?

The star was the tree topper on 
the Christmas tree.

Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, we 
welcome you!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, we 
invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Please come join us 
again!

The Christmas Flower donation listing will 
be published mid January.  Thank you for 
the beautiful enhancement to the Church 
and Narthex.

Intention Candles
A candle will be lit for your intention.

Envelopes with a red dot will be lit for 
the Sacred Heart and blue dot will be lit 
for the Blessed Mother.

Place sealed envelope back in the basket, the 
weekend collection basket or in the parish office drop 
box.

In Remembrance
Kenneth “Ken” Kable

Husband of: 
Dorothy

Father of: 
Mark & Marcie & Quinn & Collin

Regina Lelo
Wife of: 
Jim Lelo

May their families and friends experience God’s 
consoling presence during this time of loss.

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in 
peace.  Amen.

Parent Baptism Preparation Class

The next preparation class will take place on 
Monday, January 18 at 7:00 PM in the Church.  
Please contact the Parish Office ext. 4 to register.  

Parents are required to attend the preparation 
session and should be registered St. Thomas 
Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.

Baptisms are normally held on the first weekend of 
the month. 

We welcome into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Carter 
Allan and Claire Catherine Bush, 
children of Michael and Hillary (Hoard) 
Busch, and Benjamin Noah 
Constantino, son of Timothy and Kristine 
(Evans) Constantino.

May God bless them and their families as they 
become Disciples of Christ.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Songs and Phrases of Christmas 
in Gobbledygook

Corrected titles ~ 1-3-21

Joy to the World, God rest ye Merry 
Gentlemen, We Three Kings and Peace on Earth.

Kids Bulletins
Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  
Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 and 7-12.
Bulletins are available in the narthex.  

Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

January 16/17, 2021
Brown Bag Bunch

Please take time to help with any of the following needed 
items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, strawberry 
and grape jelly/jam, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 

snacks ie:  pretzels, cheez-it  goldfish crackers and 
individually wrapped snack cakes.  

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection 
marked ‘Brown Bag’.  A cart will be in the narthex for your convenience.

United
in Faith

New Year.  New Beginnings.  
If things have changed for you or someone you know 
and you would like to have your child participate in 
Faith Formation it is not too late.  I still have a few spots 
open for the Distant Learning Modules and your child is 
always welcome to join our Zoom sessions.  Just give 
me a call Chris Platko (DRE) 799-2334 ext. 12

Serving families from the following Parishes: St. Dominic, St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Christ the Good Shepherd, St. John Paul II, and Holy Family (if you are not a 
member of these parishes but would like to have your child/grandchild in our 
Faith Formation Program let me know)

At my lowest: 
God is my HOPE

At my darkest: 
God is my LIGHT
At my weakest: 

God is my STRENGTH
At my saddest: 

God is my COMFORTER

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

$1.00 OFF ANY
WASH PACKAGE

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
Expires 2/2/21

WITH THIS COUPON
$5.00 off
any complete

oil change and lube
at Fast eddie’s

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

Excludes Express Wash

T-S

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
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Readings for The Baptism of the Lord 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11 
 Today’s reading is from a part of Isaiah written when the Jewish 
people exiled in Babylon, which is in modern-day Iraq.  This section is often 
referred to as the “book of comfort” because of the encouragement it gives.  
Today’s passage is the finale to this “book of comfort” and uses the image of 
poor people being invited by God to a joyful banquet. 

 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-9 
 In this passage, the author of the first letter of John emphasizes belief 
in Jesus Christ as Son of God.  He uses phrases and symbols which describe 
Christ’s baptism, death and resurrection.  The Spirit, present at these events, 
testifies to Christ as Son of God.  Such testimony is far superior to any human 
witness. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 1:7-11 

A voice from heaven spoke those words after Jesus convinced John to 
baptize Him in the Jordan River.  We would all be thrilled to hear a voice from 
heaven say about us, “This is my beloved child, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  Well, we may not be standing in the Jordan River with John the 
Baptist pouring water over us, but we, as baptized Catholics, are “children of 
God.”  To the extent that we are doing our best to be all that God created us 
to be and to identify, develop and use all of the talents, abilities and gifts that 
God has given to us for ourselves and for others, we can be sure that God is 
well pleased with us.  And, if we are good stewards of our prayer life and truly 
listen for God’s will for us, we may not hear His voice with our ears, but we 
will know of His love with our hearts.  And that should make us well pleased. 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus was publicly AFFIRMED by his Father: “You are my 
beloved son, with you I am very pleased.”  As parents we can become so 
focused on misbehaviors, we can overlook the good behaviors.  Jesus 
needed AFFIRMATION and so do our children  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“And a voice came from the heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” - Mark 1:11 
 
Through our baptism, we become daughters and sons of God.  We are 
disciples of Jesus.  As true disciples we are called to actively participate in 
our Catholic faith, not just be mere bystanders.  This means working in 
collaboration with Holy Spirit and discerning how we are being asked to use 
our gifts.  Using our gifts for the benefit of others and not just for our own 
interests and comfort. 

St. George’s Cathedral, Jerusalem 

Baptism of the Christ 
                    Daniel Bonnell 

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and forth Saturdays  

of the month 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
  
Masks must be worn in Church at 
all times.   

Only one person will be admitted in 
the church at a time.   

You must sanitize your hands as 
you enter & exit the Church. 

Only one Church door will be open 
to enter and exit the narthex. 

There will be a reconciliation room 
setup in the church narthex.  There 
will only be one priest available to 
celebrate the sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the option 
to celebrate the sacrament either 
behind a screen or face-to-face, 
keeping 6 feet social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating 
the sacrament, you must leave the 
church narthex. 

While waiting to celebrate the sac-
rament, you may either wait in your 
vehicles or stand outside practicing 
social distancing from each other. 
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Janitorial Service, Carpet Cleaning, 
Hard Floor Care, Window Washing, 

Matting and Consumable Products.

We work and live in the local community, therefore our reputation is everything to us! 
www.cleanteamclean.com • 989-752-2424

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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