
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 
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January 24, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.   
A wedding date can only be set after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 

First Friday     8:30 AM 
In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Liturgy and Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
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Monday, January 25 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Mk 16:15-18  
 
Tuesday, January 26 
Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops 
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a. 10;  
Mk 3:31-35 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, January 27 
Saint Angela Merici, Virgin 
Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mk 4:1-20 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  7:00 PM Worship Commission / POMR 
 
Thursday, January 28 
Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church 
Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Mk 4:21-25 

 
Friday, January 29 
Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40; Mk 4:26-34 
 

 

Saturday, January 30 
Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Mk 4:35-41 

  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, January 31 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 18:15-20; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9;1 Cor 7:32-35;  
Mk 1:21-28 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday. 

 
Please FOLLOW  

the Guidelines for returning to Church by 
wearing masks and practice social distancing.  

St. Thomas now has a 
wonderful Prayer Line.  If you 
or your loved one is in need of immediate prayer, 
please call the Parish Office.  Your name will be 
added to the prayer line and will be on for one week.  
If you wish to remain on the Prayer Line, please 
contact the Parish Office once again. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 
Tim Novak; Shiela Krawczyk; Larry S.; Harold; 
Marcella; Amy LaPain; Tim W.; Roger; Tom; Mike; 
Valarie W.; Mary S.; Al V.; David H.; Rachel L.; Sally 
S.; John S.; S.W.; John; Bill P.; Jeanne; Rob G.; Jim 
& Pat D.; Todd J.; Fred; Darlene; Art R; Matthew; and 
those who are homebound and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on January 
31.  Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

The advertisements that appear in 
this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the 
back of this bulletin and thank 
them for their kind generosity. 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

There is a certain urgency in today's Gospel as Jesus 
calls His first disciples Andrew and Simon, James and 
John.  Each one follows Jesus immediately, unhesitatingly 
abandoning nets and boats and father and fellow-workers. 
To what is Jesus calling me at this moment, in these 
circumstances?  What will I need to abandon in order to 
follow Him?  

January 16/17, 2021 
 

Envelopes $       6,036.00 
Loose $          657.00 
Electronic (ACH) $       4,978.00 
First Offering $          195.00 
Total: $     11,866.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

January 30/31 
 

 

4:00 PM John Wright 
 
8:30 AM Pat Kosuth 
 
11:00 AM Noah Brasseur 

I think I am on the right week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 Next week, we are celebrating 
Catholic Schools Week. Because of 
the pandemic, we will not be able to 
have the many open celebrations that 
everyone was invited to attend.  Even 
the school liturgy for Catholic Schools Week is a 
private liturgy with only school staff and students 
attending.  However, we will be live streaming the 
Mass for the students who cannot be in the church.  
We should have more information next week. 
 It’s hard to believe that Lent begins in 
less than a month.  With the pandemic, there 
are going to be some changes in our 
celebrations and the distribution of ashes.  We should 
be hearing more about this from the Office of Worship 
of the diocese with guidance on how to distribute 
ashes.  We should have more in the coming weeks. 
 As we move into late January, it is a reminder that 
our parish feast day is this coming Thursday, January 
28.  Even though it is a private liturgy for NCCE, it is a 
good chance for us to continue to ask for his guidance 
and assistance to be attentive to his spirit.  Also, the 
Worship Commission will be meeting on Wednesday 
evening at their regular time.  Have a great week! 

BEWARE SCAMS!!  Many parishioners have received phone via texts and email scams saying that they are Fr. 
Richard Bokinskie, Bishop Robert Gruss, or maybe even in the name of another priest of the Diocese, asking you 
to purchase gift cards to help some struggling people.  DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE TEXTS OR EMAILS.  
They are scams to steal money (via gift cards) from you.  Please know that Fr. Rick, Bishop Gruss, nor any other 
priests would contact you or ask you for your help to the poor in this manner.  If you receive such a request, 
please inform the parish office.  

Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Jesus has withstood Satan’s 
temptations in the desert. 
Strengthened in spirit by this 
personal combat, he comes into 
Galilee, the beginning of his ministry, 
his first preaching and the first calling 
of the disciples.  This place has also 
been the ending for John the Baptist 

with his arrest and imprisonment.  This adds some 
urgency to Jesus’ first spoken words in Mark’s Gospel: 
“This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is 
at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  The call 
of Jesus demands a response to “Repent and believe 
in the gospel.”  This may have been an early 
baptismal call to the catechumens as they descended 
into the Easter waters to rise up as God’s new 
creation.  Urged by his sense of mission, Jesus 
passes along the lakeside, the Sea of Galilee.  He 
“saw” Peter and Andrew, with a seeing that penetrates 
to their deepest selves and their future potential as his 
disciples whom, with all their successes and failures, 
he will make fishers of people to draw others into the 
kingdom.  There is also a contagious gospel urgency 
– “they abandoned their nets” – giving up their source 
of income – and followed him.  A little later on, Jesus 
calls James and John with the same sense of urgency 
in which they drop what they were doing to follow. 
There is a sense that Jesus is gathering a community 
around himself in a relationship of “brotherliness” 
which the calling of two sets of brothers may suggest. 
Although our society has to package and market every 
commodity (even some TV evangelists), Mark’s 
narrative is stark and unadorned.  This, to some, may 
be the “honeymoon” period of the call.  Much of what 
they understand at this moment will be progressively 
forgotten, and compromises, obtuseness, and status-
seeking will replace following until, on the eve of 
Jesus’ passion and death, the disciples leave 
everything to run away from him.  Jesus is the one 
calling, not like a charismatic military leader, but with a 
promise.  Do we live as though we believe these 
promises?  How constant, how radical are we in our 
following of Jesus?  How discerning of its demands 
are we in our contemporary society?  Does Jesus 
have priority in our lives?  Do we try to launch out into 
a shared mission with Jesus that will transform us 
from day to day and draw other people into a 
relationship with him, or do we cling to the safe and 
familiar? 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING JESUS…
Can you find Jesus

hidden in our bulletin?

The star was in the prayer line clip 
art.

Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, we 
welcome you!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, we 
invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Please come join us 
again!

Parent Baptism Preparation Class

The next preparation class will take place on Monday, February 15 at 
7:00 PM in the Church.  Please contact the Parish Office ext. 4 to register.  

Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.

Baptisms are normally held on the first weekend of the month. 

Please notify the Parish Office 
if you:

Change your phone number or  
are using cell phones…..

Change your address…..

Plan to move out of the parish.

We wish to  keep our records 
updated and eliminate 
unnecessary postage and time. 
Your help very much appreciated.

Thank you.

You are invited to bring in your OLD PALMS to the gathering 
area and deposit them in the baskets by Sunday, February 14.  
We will then burn them and use the ashes for the Ash 
Wednesday services.

The FOOD COLLECTION for the weekend of 
January 30/31 will be for the BROWN BAG 
BUNCH.  Please take time to help with 
any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 
strawberry and grape jelly/jam; peanut 
butter, mayonnaise, lunchmeat, sandwich and 
snack size zip-top bags, SNACKS  PRETZELS  AND 
INDIVUALLY WRAPPED SNACK CAKES.  

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please 
drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’.

Year End St. Thomas Aquinas Statements were 
mailed last week.    Questions on the STA 
Contribution Statements, PLEASE call Pat Messing 
at 799-2460 ext. 4.  Thank you.

Year End Christ’s Mission Appeal payments will 
be mailed directly by the diocese to anyone who 
made a one-time payment of $250.00 or more.  If you 
would like a statement, please contact Pat at the 
Parish Office.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Children’s Bulletins
Pick one up to share the Gospel 
with your children.  Puzzles and 
games each week for ages 3-6 
and 7-12.

Bulletins are available in the 
narthex.  

Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

Local March for Life 

“Witness to Life”

Historically, our diocese has had a high rate of participation in the 
March for Life every year. Even though we are unable to travel to 
Washington in 2021, we are committed to continuing this tradition, 
following all safety protocols and guidelines, in spite of Covid! A 

pandemic will not stop us from gathering together via livestream and virtually for the “Witness to 
Life” 9 Day Reflection on the Dignity of the Human Person.  This is a 9 day virtual retreat for all 
to gather in prayer as we stand to protect the Sanctity of Life!

Visit www.saginaw.or witness-to-life often for more information and details!

Sign up to receive daily emails from Jan. 21-29 
including daily reflections, interviews with local clergy 
and lay people and more.

Daily Podcasts featuring local clergy including, Fr. Pete 
Gaspeny, Fr. Bill Rukowski, Fr. Jose Cabrera and many 
others on Respect Life topics, such as Racism, Abortion/
Post Abortive, Disabilities, Elderly/End of Life, Prisoners/
Death Penalty, Immigration, Assisted Suicide/Suffering, 
Human Trafficking and Mental Illness/Suicide. See details 
on the website www.saginaw.org/witness-to-life.

Everybody 
can be great, 

because everybody 
can serve.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

$1.00 OFF ANY
WASH PACKAGE

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
Expires 2/2/21

WITH THIS COUPON
$5.00 off
any complete

oil change and lube
at Fast eddie’s

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

Excludes Express Wash

T-S

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
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Readings for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 The Book of Jonah is only two pages long and tells a parable about 
a man called by God to preach repentance to the pagan city of Nineveh.  
Jonah’s first response was to sail as fast as he could in the other direction.  
After his adventures with a large fish, God called him a second time.  
Today’s passage picks it up from there. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 In this section of the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul responds to 
written questions they had sent to him.  Some questions had to do with 
how we, who believe in the next life, should relate to the things of this life.  
Paul expected that Jesus would return in glory soon, so he gives some 
advice which we hear in this reading. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus began his ministry by calling simple fisherman to be his most 
trusted friends.  It all began with their personal response - a tug at the 
heart that grew into solid and unshakeable loyalty.  People do not merely 
think themselves into being a disciple, or simply go along with the crowd.  
Rather, (says Scripture scholar, W. Barclay), “for most of us, following 
Jesus is like falling in love.”  The invitation is to love and to be loved by 
Jesus, and in that exchange of heart and mind, our lives gradually conform 
to Jesus and we become his servants, servants of the Kingdom of God. 
 

For your reflection:  How can I be sincere if I am constantly changing my 
mind and loyalties to conform with what I think others expect of me, or 
what is “popular or in”? 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

It must have been difficult for Zebedee to watch his sons walk away and 
follow Jesus.  It was the end of “Zebedee and Sons Fishing, Inc.”  Our 
children were never ours.  They are only on loan to us.  We raise them to 
let them go.  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  Mark 1:17 

Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians!  The call is in the here 
and now, in our present circumstances, not when we think we are “ready” 
or have everything in order.  Good stewardship of our God-given gifts 
means that things aren’t always going to go according to our schedule and 
that God has a much better plan in store for each of us.  

Act of  

Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, I believe  
that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace you  

as if you were already there  
and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me  
to be separated from you. 

Amen.  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

February 13 & 27 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Janitorial Service, Carpet Cleaning, 
Hard Floor Care, Window Washing, 

Matting and Consumable Products.

We work and live in the local community, therefore our reputation is everything to us! 
www.cleanteamclean.com • 989-752-2424

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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