
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

February 14, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 

First Friday     8:30 AM 
In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Liturgy and Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
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Monday, February 15 
Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc-17, 20-21; Mk 8:11-13 

 
Tuesday, February 16 
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac-4,3b and 9c-10; 
Mk 8:14-21 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, February 17 
Ash Wednesday 
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17; 
2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  7:00 pm Word Service with Ashes 
 
Thursday, February 18 
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 9:22-25  
 
Friday, February 19 
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15  
 
Saturday, February 20 
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32  
  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, February 21 
First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22; Mk 1:12-15 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Tom Brasseur; Al V.; Tim Novak; Sheila Krawczyk; 
Jean B.; David B.; E.H.; M.H.; Larry S.; Harold; 
Marcella; Amy LaPain; Tim W.; Tom; H.; Rachel L.; 
John; Bill P.; Jeanne; Jim & Pat D.; Teri J.; Todd J.; 
Fred; Darlene; Art R; Matthew; and those who are 
homebound and in assisted/nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on February 
28.  Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

The advertisements that appear in 
this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the 
back of this bulletin and thank 
them for their kind generosity. 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

In today's second reading , St. Paul urges the 
Corinthians to "do all for the glory of God."  If we follow 
that advice in everything we do, we cannot help but be 
good stewards.  

 

February 6/7, 2021 
 

Envelopes $     15,840.00 
Loose $          619.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          488.00 
Total: $      16,947.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

February 20/21 
 

 

4:00 PM Estelle Przybylski 
 
8:30 AM Bill Federspiel 
 
11:00 AM Craig Horn 

NO MASK 
NO MASS 

 

Masks/face coverings must be 
worn at ALL TIMES in the Church 
building. 

Please sanitize your hands before 
entering the Church.  Use your 
own or that which is provided in 
the narthex.  Thank you. 

Are you praying to God for a special 
favor - having surgery, a family member 
or friend with a serious illness, someone 
dear to you who may be in trouble or just 
thanking God for your prayers being 
answered?  Why don’t you let our Prayer 
Line members pray with and for you?  Call the Parish 
Office to add your request.  S.T.A. has a wonderful 
group of people, who will pray for your needs.  All 
prayer requests area treated confidentially. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Church Page 3 Saginaw, Michigan 

Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Leprosy at the time of Jesus is not the 
same as what we have today called 
“Hansen’s Disease.”  Any sign of scaly 
skin, swellings, and exuding bodily fluids 
were called “leprosy” because they were 
conditions that violated religious-cultural 

boundaries connected with the integrity, therefore the 
holiness, of the human body.  They thought that such 
conditions diminished the worth of the person and 
therefore were banished from the community and 
compelled to cry out “Unclean!” and make themselves 
obvious so that others would avoid them.  To be 
“unclean” also was regarded as a moral failing and 
therefore sinful.  If another came into contact with 
such an afflicted one, they would be considered 
contaminated and ritually unclean and adding to the 
moral pollution of Middle Eastern society.  This gospel 
offers us a chance to reflect on who are our “lepers,” 
people whom some consider as “polluting” the unity 
and often exclusive society by their differences in 
race, culture, social mores, or physical and intellectual 
disabilities.  Some examples would be the attitudes of 
the Nazis to the Jews, the Hutus to the Tutsis, the 
second people to the first and indigenous people of a 
land.  What are our attitudes to those we might 
consider as weakening the moral fiber of our society – 
drug addicts, HIV/AIDS sufferers, those in prison?  
Are we on the side of harsh, punitive justice or 
compassion, the deep gut-wrenching response that 
identifies with the suffering of another and the hand 
stretched out to touch the person and affirm the 
choice to heal them?  In the midst of the pandemic, 
how much of the touch of another person become 
strained?  Even before this pandemic, we had those 
who were almost hysterical about touching the HIV/
AIDS sufferer or those who refused to drink from the 
communion chalice lest, contrary to all medical 
opinion, one might be infected by this or other 
diseases.  Jesus’ compassion and humanity bridged 
the gap between the holy and the unclean, freedom 
and taboos, sickness and health.  Jesus tells the man 
to observe the Mosaic Law by showing himself to a 
priest for the confirmation of his healing, and to offer a 
public sacrifice, an act of worship from which his 
leprosy had excluded him.  Jesus is respecting the 
Mosaic teaching even though he will soon clash with 
some of the scribes’ interpretation of it.  Ironically, the 
more Jesus cured people, they were able to move 
freely but Jesus had to leave town and go to the 
country to escape his unwanted publicity.  Jesus was 
unclean because he touched the leper according to 
the law.  Jesus himself is being regarded as unclean 
and excluded.  But that is the status of the “suffering 
servant” from the prophet Isaiah – bears our infirmities 
and transgressions for the sake of salvation.  Are we 
willing to the touched by Jesus, to be infected with his 
compassion? 

 Ash Wednesday and the beginning of 
Lent is this week.  We will have Mass on 
Ash Wednesday at 8:30 am with the 
distribution of ashes during the Mass.  We will have a 
word service with the blessing and distribution of 
ashes at 7:00 pm.  (The students from NCCE will 
have private services during the day.)  For the 
distribution of ashes, since COVID protocols will not 
permit anyone to touch another person without 
sanitizing, we are being directed to sprinkle a pinch of 
ashes on the heads of those wishing to receive ashes 
on Wednesday.  Also, remember that we return to our 
laws of fasting and abstinence.  Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday are days of fasting – for those have 
reached the 18th birthday and are under 60, no eating 
between meals and the two smaller meals cannot be 
larger than the main meal.  Ash Wednesday and all 
the Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence – for all 
those who are 14 and older, no meat can be eaten on 
those days.  People often ask me for suggestions 
about what to fast from during the Lent.  First, this is 
not a good reason to diet just to lose weight.  Our 
hunger should increase our hunger for God.  Maybe 
this year, in light of all the political unrest and social 
media outbursts, maybe this should be a year to fast 
from negative comments on social media or even to 
fast from social media for the weeks of Lent.  Just 
something to think about. 
 I have not given an update on the Christ’s 
Mission Appeal for this year’s campaign.  Our target is 
$137,953.  As of end of January 2021, we have 
pledged $109,564 with $100,329 paid.  We still have 
a way to go to meet our target for this present 
campaign.  We have received some contributions for 
the next campaign which could begin later in the year 
or the fall, but we are still under for the present 
campaign.  If you have not completed your gift or 
pledge for our present campaign that began in 
September 2020, please follow up on this.  Thank 
you.  If we do not meet our target, we will have to 
make up the difference from our parish savings. 
 After the bitter cold reminding us that winter is 
still among us, let’s be careful outside.  Have a great 
week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING JESUS…
Can you find Jesus

hidden in our bulletin?

Jesus was in the clipart on page 
3. 

A SAME YET DIFFERENT ASH WEDNESDAY IN 2021…

We have had a year filled with different ways of living and praying.  
There are fewer people in church.  No water in the font.  Less 
singing.  No coffee and doughnuts on the way home.  Yet we still 
pray.  Instead of distributing ashes as a cross on the forehead --
unsafe in this time of the COVID 19 pandemic -- we 
can still receive them by sprinkling on the top of the 
head (permitted by our Catholic Church’s ritual 
rules respecting an ancient liturgical practice).  We 
may look a little cleaner.  Regardless, we can still 
repent -- and believe in the Gospel!  We will still 
bear ashes home to begin our Lenten disciplines 
and practices.  

Come to Ash Wednesday, 17 February at: 

8:30 AM Mass and 7:00 PM Word Service

Little Black Books 
are available in the 
narthex of the 
church.  Remember 
to take one home to 
follow along with the 6 minute 
daily Lenten meditations.  

Also available on:

Ash Wednesday

Mass & Service Times for Churches in the Saginaw Diocese 

www.saginaw.org

St. Thomas will be participating in a parish survey about discipleship conducted by 
the Catholic Leadership Institute!  We need your help!

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute survey online. The survey can be accessed at 
https://portal.catholicleaders.or /dmi/survey/d7t6pd7t68 from 02/17/2121 - 03/22/2021 and will ask 
you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts 
to help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the parish will only receive information about 
the community as whole. 

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible.  This information will be invaluable to Father Rick and 
our various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be the best disciples we can be.  We will receive the 
results this spring/summer at which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish.

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up a paper copy of the survey after daily and Sunday Masses .  They will 
be located in the narthex.  Printable version of the survey is also available on our website: www.stasa inaw.org 
beginning 02/17/2021—03/22/2021.  To submit the completed paper survey, please drop off in a sealed 
envelope to the parish office by March 21, 2021. To make special arrangements for getting a paper copy, 
please contact Dawn Drago at 989-799-2460 ext. 1.

Thank you for helping with this important project!

Called For More

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/d7t6pd7t68
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United
in Faith

Our Choirs Emmaus House

Emmaus House VIRTUAL Concert
Featuring: Local Choirs and Soloists

Sunday, February 14, 2021
3:00 PM

Register to view on-live 
at emmaushousesa inaw.com.

Locate the tab at the top of the page, CONCERT, 
and register. 

Thank You to all who have donated to our Brown Bag 
program through the Giving Tree at Christmas and all 
through the year.  We are still using all the sandwich 
and snack bags you donated from one of the BB 
Challenge.  We appreciate all the cookies and drink 
boxes too.  We are thankful we have been able to 
continue the program through the 
pandemic.  As I have been reminded 
“hunger doesn’t take a break”.  Many 
thanks to the workers too.

The Brown Bag Bunch

When there is inclement weather and 
SAGINAW TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS and/or NOUVEL 

CATHOLIC CENTRAL SCHOOLS CLOSED
there will be NO morning Mass. 

All evening church meetings/events are cancelled.  

The parish office will be closed as well.

Food Program Outreach
February 20/21

EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN

During the pandemic ESSK has moved to  
take-out meals on M-W-F.  They have 

switched to a boxed meal with individual packaged 
items.  The items needed are to help in the preparing 
and package of the meal.  Below is the new listing.  
Any item / any quantity is greatly appreciated!

Individual: Fruit juices, Hug Drinks, Capri Sun 
pouches, and Kool-Aid bags. 

Individual: Mac and Cheese; Ramen Noodles; 
Cookies; Crackers; Chips & Snacks; Fruit Cups; 
Applesauce; Soups; Ravioli & Spaghetti O’s and 
Crackers & Cheese.

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. 
Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East 
Side Soup Kitchen.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
http://emmaushousesaginaw.com/
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Readings for Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading: Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
 The Book of Job is a long parable which grapples with why bad 
things happed to good people.  This question was especially crucial to 
people of that time because they didn’t believe in life after death, and 
therefore one received reward or punishment in this life.  Job has lost his 
children, his property and his heath, and he lives at the city dump.  In this 
passage, he gives an understandably pessimistic evaluation of life. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
 Paul’s enemies frequently criticized him for the least little thing.  At 
a time when most teachers received compensation from those they 
instructed, Paul was criticized because he refused financial support from 
the community.  Because of this, they discredited him as not being a 
legitimate apostle.  Today we hear his response. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 1:29-39 

Jesus works miracles out of an extraordinary sense of compassion, a 
deep love for his brothers and sisters.  The miracles he works are not to 
dazzle crowds and glory in their amazement, but to awaken his hearers’ 
faith and trust in the word of God.  Jesus’ life was both contemplation and 
prayer AND total giving of himself to others.  This can be a difficult balance 
to maintain or achieve.  We are called not to just hear the gospel, but to 
live it BOTH in the quiet of our hearts (prayer) AND in the clamor of our 
everyday lives. 
 

For your reflection:  How can I balance personal prayer and nurturing my 
relationship with God AND live it in my daily busy-ness? 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus went to the “house of Andrew and Simon” to relax 
but discovered that “Simon’s mother-in-law was very ill.  Like Jesus we 
come home to relax but are confronted with problems.  Take a tip from 
Andrew and Simon who “told Jesus about it at once.”  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place, 
where he prayed…He told them, ‘Let us go on to the nearby villages that I 
may preach there also.  For this purpose have I come.’”  
       Mark 1:35, 38 

In today’s Gospel reading we see a perfect example of stewardship.  
Jesus gives His time to do all that God wishes - healing the sick and 
preaching.  But before He begins, Jesus makes time to be alone with God 
in prayer.  It is through prayer, spending time with God, that we find the 
strength to do what He wishes us to do.  Be sure to find time every day to 
be with God.  

Act of  

Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, I believe  
that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace you  

as if you were already there  
and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me  
to be separated from you. 

Amen.  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

February 13 & 27 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Janitorial Service, Carpet Cleaning, 
Hard Floor Care, Window Washing, 

Matting and Consumable Products.

We work and live in the local community, therefore our reputation is everything to us! 
www.cleanteamclean.com • 989-752-2424

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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