
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

February 21, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 

First Friday     8:30 AM 
In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Liturgy and Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
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Monday, February 22 
Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19 

 
Tuesday, February 23 
Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19; Mt 6:7-15 

  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, February 24 
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  9:00 AM-2:00 PM  
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
  7:00 PM Worship Commission / POMR 
 
Thursday, February 25 
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3,7c-8;  
Mt 7:7-12 

 
Friday, February 26 
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48  
 
Saturday, February 27 
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48  
  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, February 28 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps 116: 10, 15,16-17, 18-19; 
Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.  Adoration will be also 
cancelled on Wednesday in the event of a funeral. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Cooper W.; Amiee H. Tom Brasseur; Al V.; Tim 
Novak; Sheila Krawczyk; Jean B.; David B.; E.H.; 
M.H.; Larry S.; Harold; Marcella; Amy LaPain; Tim 
W.; Tom; H.; Rachel L.; John; Bill P.; Jeanne; Jim & 
Pat D.; Teri J.; Todd J.; Fred; Darlene; Art R; 
Matthew; and those who are homebound and in 
assisted/nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on February 
28.  Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

The advertisements that appear in 
this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the 
back of this bulletin and thank 
them for their kind generosity. 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The waters of Baptism make us part of the new covenant 
in Christ. But the bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship 
reminds us that “there is a fundamental obligation arising 
from the sacrament of baptism. ... that people place their 
gifts, their resources - their selves - at God’s service in 
and through the Church.”  

 

February 13/14, 2021 
 

Envelopes $      10,995.50 
Loose $           649.00 
Electronic (ACH) $        5,038.00 
Total: $      16,682.50 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

February 27/28 
 

 

4:00 PM Colin Kaul 
 
8:30 AM Doug Gasser 
 
11:00 AM Brenda Hereza 

If you or a loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460, ext.1 

Though you team 
may have not won 
the big game, The 
East Side Soup 
Kitchen won BIG.  

Another win of $1,192.43 was 
collected by the students of NCCE.  
Thank you again, St. Thomas 
Aquinas for helping to serve the 
greater Saginaw community. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . 
Every year, the First Sunday of 

Lent’s gospel is the temptation of 
Jesus.  Mark’s version is honed to 
three short verses following 
immediately and urgently after the 
baptism of Jesus.  The Spirit “drove”
Jesus into the wilderness says Mark.  

We will often describe people as “driven” – by 
ambition, lust, desperation – but what drives 
Jesus is the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is tossed into the 
physical and spiritual space where, before he 
begins his public ministry, before he proclaims 
one word of the Good News, he must struggle 
with two consequences of his baptism – his 
naming as the Son of the Father and his solidarity 
with sinful humanity represented by the crowds 
on the Jordan’s bank who were called by John to 
a baptism of repentance.  But now, there are no 
crowds.  Jesus is alone with the Spirit of God and 
the spirit of evil, with the wild beasts and the 
angels, with communion and conflict, with the 
struggle that will persist through his life and death 
to be the faithful Son.  He is alone with the 
memory of his ancestors and their wilderness 
wandering in what for them was not  only a place 
of God’s revelation and promises, but also a 
place of their temptations and failures.  Jesus will 
show himself to be the most faithful Israelite.  The 
opposition between human sin and divine 
presence, between the “angelic” and the “beastly”
was starkly exposed in Jesus’ own psyche.  And if 
we are honest and mindful, we know them in 
ourselves and in our own struggles to be faithful 
sons and daughters of our same Father.  We 
often want the beast to be large and fierce, but it 
can be as small as deadly scorpion.  These 
dangerous beasts may be the small ones that can 
slither insidiously into our lives – the persistent 
sins and small infidelities that, almost unnoticed, 
can inject a paralyzing venom into our 
discipleship.  Jesus comes out from his 
wilderness experience strengthened for praise 
and pain and mission.  The arrest of John the 
Baptist is the first storm that breaks over Mark’s 
gospel, but over it rises a rainbow of hope as 
Jesus proclaims his first words: “This the time of 
fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Our journey 
of Lent is the struggle between sin and grace, 
success and failure.  The desert sand is the grit of 
daily irritations and indefinable loneliness we 
often feel.  

These weeks of Lent heighten our awareness of 
the importance of uncluttered spiritual and 
physical space where we can come to grips with 
our pain, where we can discover the beauty of 
God and our sisters and brothers under the 
surface sands of our busy lives, and where we 
can allow our ears to be “dug out” by closer 
listening to the word of God in our weekly 
liturgies.

“Called for More.” We have begun the survey 
for this project and would like to have as many 
parishioners as possible to complete this survey 
online.  The information you give will help us offer 
the helps needed to be better disciples in our 
parish, our community and our world.  If you have 
any questions, please contact the parish office.  
The survey is open until March 22, 2021. 

Just a reminder that Worship Commission is 
having their meeting on Wednesday at 7 pm.  
Also, the KC Council #4232 (Shattuck Rd) is 
sponsoring a fish fry on Fridays during Lent.  
They are offering both in-person dining (practicing 
COVID protocols) and take-out.  

Last week, Mother Nature reminded us that 
we are still in winter!  A blast of cold, then a blast 
of snow reminds us that it is still February and 
winter is upon us.  Again, just a reminder that if 
Nouvel Catholic Central Schools or Saginaw 
Township Schools are closed because of 
weather, all parish activities and events are 
cancelled.  At least February is more than half 
over.  Spring will soon return.  Happy Lent.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING the 
LENTEN CROSS…

Can you find the cross
hidden in our bulletin?

Jesus was in the winter 
evergreens on page 5.

Parent Baptism 
Preparation Class

The next preparation class will be 
Monday, April 12 at 7:00 PM. 
Please contact the Parish Office 
to register.  

Parents are required to attend the 
preparation session and should 
be registered St. Thomas Aquinas 
parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.  

Baptisms are held on the first 
weekend of the month:  No 
Baptisms during Lent.  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Wednesday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM

St. Thomas Aquinas is resuming Adoration on February 24, 
2021.  We ask you to enter the church and stay in place 
following COVID protocols.  Please place the laminated sheet 
in your seating area when you exit the church.

Eucharistic adoration may be done both when the Eucharist is 
exposed, Exposition for viewing and when it is not, Adoration.  

It may take place in the context of the liturgical rite of Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament or an informal "visit" to pray before the tabernacle.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Eucharist is not exposed.  The 
red candle, sanctuary light, shows the Presence in the tabernacle.

We welcome into the 
faith community through 
the waters of baptism 
Axle Merritt Anderson, 
son of Kenneth and 

Alaina (Krupp) Anderson.

May God bless him and his family 
as he becomes a Disciple of 
Christ.

WE ARE CALLED

Join our faith community-and more than 12,000 
Catholic communities across the United States—in 
a life-changing Lenten journey with CRS Rice 
Bowl.  Pick up a CRS rice bowl from the basket in 
the narthex, or contact the parish office.

During the 40 days of Lent, we will reflect on how hunger and malnutrition 
affect our human family, and on the need to take action to end this global 
injustice.  Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD—THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT

Jesus told us that whatever we did for one of these least brothers of his 
we did for him.  Reflect on the challenge of global hunger—it is a reality 
for millions of our sisters and brothers.  What will you do to support the 
hungry in our community and around the world?  Visit crsricebowl.org to 
learn more.

The FOOD COLLECTION for the weekend of February 27/28 will 
be for the BROWN BAG BUNCH.  Please take time to help 
with any of the following needed items: juice drink boxes/bags, 
packaged cookies, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; peanut 
butter, mayonnaise, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-
top bags, SNACKS  PRETZELS  AND INDIVUALLY WRAPPED SNACK 
CAKES.  

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection 
marked ‘Brown Bag’.

Collection: March 6/7 Old Town Christian Outreach

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

When there is inclement weather and 
SAGINAW TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS and/or NOUVEL 

CATHOLIC CENTRAL SCHOOLS CLOSED
there will be NO morning Mass. 

All evening church meetings/events are cancelled.  

The parish office will be closed as well.

St. Thomas will be 
participating in a parish 

survey about discipleship conducted by the Catholic 
Leadership Institute!  We need your help!

Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute 
survey online. The survey can be accessed at 
https://portal.catholicleaders.or /dmi/survey/
d7t6pd7t68 from 02/17/2121 - 03/22/2021 and will ask 
you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable 
you to provide feedback on our parish’s efforts to help 
you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about the 
community as whole. 

We are trying to get the highest response rate 
possible.  This information will be invaluable to Father 
Rick and our various ministries as we plan for the 
future and strive to be the best disciples we can be.  
We will receive the results this spring/summer at 
which time we will share what we have learned with 
the entire parish.

If you prefer a paper copy you may pick up 
a paper copy of the survey after daily and 
Sunday Masses .  They will be located in 
the narthex.  Printable version of the 
survey is also available on our website: 
www.stasa inaw.org beginning 
02/17/2021—03/22/2021.  To submit the completed 
paper survey, please drop off in a sealed envelope to 
the parish office by March 21, 2021. To make 
special arrangements for getting a paper copy, please 
contact Dawn Drago at 989-799-2460 ext. 1.

Thank you for helping with this important project!

Called For MoreKC #4232

LENTEN FISH FRY
5:00-7:00 PM

Dining in Big Hall

Perch Dinner (4 pcs) $11.00

Shrimp Dinner (9 pcs) $11.00

Combo Dinner $11.00
(2 perch OR walleye & 5 shrimp)

Walleye Dinner $9.00

Children (1/2 Orders)   $7.00

All dinners served with Fries or Baked Potato

Hamburger Night
Mondays 5:00-7:00 PM

Hamburger  $3.00   w/ Chips $3.25   w/ Fries $4.50
Chesseburger  $3.25   w/ Chips$3.50    

w/ Fries $4.50
Hot Dog    $2.00    w/ Chips $2.25    w/ Fries $3.25
Coney Dog    $2.25    w/ Chips $2.50    

w/ Fries $3.50

Dine-in /
Take-out

Our Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary & Middle School Athletic 
Association has been hard at work, planning for the Nouvel Fish Fry 
fundraiser that so many of us look forward to during Lent.  After 
strategically planning several different scenarios, it is with heavy hearts 
that we are canceling the 2021 Fish Fry fundraiser.  Our goal is to be 
back again in 2022.  

As always, thank you for supporting the student athletics 

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/d7t6pd7t68
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Readings for the First Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 
 Israelite people of long ago saw the rainbow as a symbol of a warrior -- 
God hanging up his hunting bow as a peaceful gesture.  Today’s reading 
from Genesis takes place after the great flood which Noah survived.  The 
rainbow symbolizes the solemn promise that God makes to Noah. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
 This reading reminds us that just as Noah was saved through the ark, 
we are saved through baptism.  Early Christians believed that those who 
died before the coming of Jesus awaited redemption in a shadowy 
existence described here as a prison.  When we say in the Apostles’ 
Creed that Jesus “descended into hell,” we are saying that Jesus went to 
announce to those waiting in that “prison” that they had been saved. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 1: 40-45 

The Lenten season begins in the wilderness.  Immediately after Jesus’ 
baptism, he is led by the Spirit to the desert to be tempted by Satan.  The 
word Satan means adversary.  Satan is an adversary to God.  Satan 
contradicts and oppose the love, truth, and mercy of God.  As Jesus was 
put to the test, so are we confronted with choices and goals.  Lent 
challenges us to ask ourselves what we really believe in, really want our 
lives to be, and what we are willing to sacrifice for, fight for. 
 

For your reflection:  what valves of the “adversary” do you struggle with—
prestige, wealth, security, status, etc? 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Jesus went into the desert to put his life in perspective.  This lent, take a 
fresh look at a difficult relationship in your life.  Concentrate on the positive 
things that person does, not just the negatives.  Try to understand why 
their behaviors “bug” you.  Can you honestly share your feelings with them 
without attacking them?  Make Lent a time to MEND and FORGIVE!  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the 
gospel of God….” - Mark 1:14  

Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been for Jesus to come 
into Galilee, knowing that John had just been arrested for teaching the 
same message that Jesus was proclaiming.  It must have taken great love 
and trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him here on earth to 
do.  In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes great love and 
trust from us.  We must be willing to surrender completely to God, trusting 
that God will always give us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us.  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

February 27 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

Fast & Abstinence 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence for Catholics.  In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence. For 
members of the Latin Catholic 
Church, the norms on fasting are 
obligatory from age 18 until age 
59.  When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as 
well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full 
meal.  The norms concerning 
abstinence from meat are binding 
upon members of the Latin 
Catholic Church from age 14 
onwards.  If possible, the fast on 
Good Friday is continued until the 
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday 
night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of 
the Lord Jesus and to prepare 
ourselves to share more fully and 
to celebrate more readily his 
Resurrection.  
[United States Conference of Catholic Bishops/

USCCB © 2021] 



Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  February 21, 2021 









1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Janitorial Service, Carpet Cleaning, 
Hard Floor Care, Window Washing, 

Matting and Consumable Products.

We work and live in the local community, therefore our reputation is everything to us! 
www.cleanteamclean.com • 989-752-2424

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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