
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

March 7, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 

First Friday     8:30 AM 
In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Liturgy and Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 



Third Sunday of Lent Page 2 March 7, 2021 

Monday, March 8 
Saint John of God, Religious 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday, March 9 
Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8 and 9; 
Mt 18:21-35 

  8:30 AM Mass 

Wednesday, March 10 
Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;Mt 5:17-19 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  9:00 AM-2:00 PM  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Thursday, March 11 
Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23 

Friday, March 12 
Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab,14 and 17; 
Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday, March 13 
Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 

  9:00 AM Individual Rite of Penance 
  4:00 PM Mass 

Sunday, March 14 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Eph 2:4-10; 
Jn 3:14-21 
Scrutiny 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  
Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 

Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.  Adoration will be also 
cancelled on Wednesday in the event of a funeral. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 

Sr. Mary Elizabeth; Ken Eigner; Dick; Amiee H. Tom 
Brasseur; Al V.; Tim Novak; Sheila Krawczyk; Jean 
B.; David B.; E.H.; M.H.; Tom; Larry S.; Amy LaPain; 
Tom; H.; Rachel L.; John; Bill P.; Jeanne; Jim & Pat 
D.; Cooper; Tiffany A.; Todd J.; Fred; Darlene; David 
B.; Art R.; Matthew, and those who are homebound 
and in assisted/nursing facilities. 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on March 28.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

The advertisements that appear in 
this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur.  Please 
patronize the sponsors on the 
back of this bulletin and thank 
them for their kind generosity. 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

When Jesus asked the Samaritan woman for a drink 
of water, He opened the door for a life-changing 
relationship with Him.  Scripture says her testimony 
drew many others to Him as well.  We, too, must be 
ready to respond whenever and wherever the Lord 
speaks to us and be prepared for it to change our 
lives!  

February 27/28, 2021 

Envelopes $   8,538.00 
Loose $   722.00 
Electronic (ACH) $   3,299.00 
Total: $   12,559.00 

Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 

March 13/14 

4:00 PM Tom Conley 

8:30 AM Kelly Garant 

11:00 AM Kathy Hoekstra 

If you or a loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460, ext.1 

Daylight 
Savings Time 

begins 
March 14 

Burials⬧Cremations 
Life Celebrations⬧Advance Planning 

www.skorupski.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
We can admire the compassion of 
Jesus, but an angry Jesus armed with 
a corded whip, driving out traders and 
moneychangers may shock us.  The 
gospel does not use the word “angry” 
but rather Jesus’ actions are played 
out against the backdrop of the “zeal” 

of Psalm 69:10 and the burning passion of the 
psalmist for God and the house of God.  The cause of 
Jesus’ anger is not so much the money exchange or 
animal trading in the outer court of the temple.  
Foreign coinage that bore pagan or imperial images 
could not be accepted for the half-shekel tax for the 
upkeep of the temple sanctuary.  So, it had to be 
exchanges for acceptable temple currency with which 
to pay this tax and also buy sacrificial animals.  John 
tells us, “… the Passover of the Jews was near…” and 
so those flocking to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast 
from all over the Roman Empire needed to buy the 
animals required for participation in the temple 
worship and the domestic rituals.  They could do this 
most conveniently at the temple.  Jesus is not 
unaware of the need for the money exchange not so 
naïve as not to know that petty pilfering and 
profiteering can be involved in these transactions. 
Something much more radical is happening – the 
reclamation of the holy place from marketplace to his 
Father’s house, from empty atrophied ritual to living 
worship.  Jesus momentarily terminates the temple 
worship, reclaims it from chaos and commerce, and 
cleanses the privileged piece of creation that is his 
Father’s house of prayer.  No doubt a few hours later, 
the tables were again in place, animals left back in, 
coins exchanged – with plenty to talk about!  Jesus 
stays to do more “table turning.”  He stays to answer 
the criticism of his opponents who can see no further 
than the temple built over 46 years by human hands 
or who refuse to imagine or tolerate any alternatives to 
the religious practices and institutions that they 
consider faultless and unchangeable.  Jesus stands in 
the line of the Hebrew prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Hosea and Amos who angrily and zealously 
denounced triumphalism and absolutism in worship.  
Jesus will suffer the same fate – rejection, 
persecution, and even death.  Jesus dares to name 
himself as the new and living temple in which the 
divine presence dwells.  Ultimately, the sanctuary of 
his body will be destroyed in his passion and death, 
only to be raised again in three days. 

Our contemporary church cannot consider itself 
beyond the reach of Jesus’ whip or overturning ands.  
When church leaders connive with unjust and 
tyrannical civil leaders, when fundraising takes 
precedence over faith raising, when we refuse to 
tolerate or even imagine alternatives to religious 
practices and institutions (even when some of these 
are obviously in their death throes), when nostalgia for 
past liturgical practice resists the leading of the Holy 
Spirit into the future envisaged by II Vatican Council, 
then ecclesial “cleansing” is need by prophets drive by 
that Spirit of Jesus.  Like Jesus, these men and 
women may be torn down and destroyed, but 
ultimately raised up by him.  Keep in mind, we are the 
living stones in the temple of Christ’s Body.  Lent is 
the time for us to cleanse our own personal 
sanctuaries, for driving out of our lives whatever 
clutters our discipleship, blocks our ears to the word of 
God and the prophets and distracts us from trading 
justly and lovingly with the gifts God has given us. 
 “Called for More.”  We continue with the survey 
for this project and would like to have as many 
parishioners as possible to complete this survey 
online.  The information you give will help us offer the 
helps needed to be better disciples in our parish, our 
community and our world.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the parish office.  The survey is open 
until March 22, 2021.  
 We continue to offer Stations of the Cross virtually 
on Fridays during Lent.  You can go to our website to 
view and pray them with us.  Each week is a different 
version.  Have a great week.  Happy Lent! 

We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and 
respecting all creation. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING the 
LENTEN CROSS…

Can you find the cross
hidden in our bulletin?

The cross was in Fr. Rick’s 
column.

Parent Baptism 
Preparation Class

The next preparation class will be 
Monday, April 12 at 7:00 PM. 
Please contact the Parish Office to 
register.  

Parents are required to attend the 
preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas 
parishioners attending Mass 
regularly.

Baptisms are held on the first 
weekend of the month:  No 
Baptisms during Lent.  

Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM

St. Thomas Aquinas has 
resumed. We ask you to enter 
the church and stay in place 
following COVID protocols.  
Please place the colored 
laminated sheet in your seating 
area when you exit the church.

THIRD WEEK OF LENT

SUSTAINABILTY IN EL SALVADOR
Drought has become a big problem across El Salvador, making it difficult for farmers to 
produce enough crops to support their families.  But new farming techniques—and a new 
generation of young farmers—are making a difference.  What would you do if your livelihood was threatened?  
How can you support young people in your community and around the world? 
Visit crsricebowl.or to learn more.

In Remembrance
James R. Ivon

Husband of:

Mary Ivon

Father of: Celeste, Mark & Julie, 
Craig & Jeanette, James and 

Steven and families

Family and friends of:

Gwendolyn Ahlrich

May their family and friends 
experience God’s consoling 
presence during this time of loss.  
Eternal rest, grant unto them O 
Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May they rest in 
peace.  Amen.

DO YOU WANT TO 
FAST THE LENT?

In the words of Pope Francis

• Fast from hurting and say 
kind words.

• Fast from sadness and be 
filled with gratitude.

• Fast from anger and be filled 
with patience.

• Fast from pessimism and be 
filled with hope.

• Fast from worries and have 
trust in God.

• Fast from complaints and 
contemplate simplicity.

• Fast from pressures and be 
prayerful.

• Fast from bitterness and fill 
your hearts with joy.

• Fast from selfishness and be 
compassionate to others.

• Fast from grudges and be 
reconciled.

• Fast from words and be silent 
so you can listen.

Stations of the Cross 
virtually on Fridays 
during Lent.  Visit our 
website to view and 
pray them with us.  
Each week is a 
different version. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

We need your help!
Please help us by participating in a 10-15 minute 
survey online. The survey can be accessed at 
https://portal.catholicleaders.or /dmi/survey/
d7t6pd7t68 from 02/17/2121 - 03/22/2021 and asks 
you to reflect on your own spiritual growth 
and enable you to provide feedback on our 
parish’s efforts to help you grow.  All 
responses will be confidential and the 
parish will only receive information about 
the community as whole. 

If you prefer a paper copy, you may pick up a copy of 
the survey after daily and Sunday Masses.  They are 
located in the narthex.  A printable version of the 
survey is also available on our website: 
www.stasa inaw.org thru 03/22/2021.  If you prefer 
you can have the link emailed directly to you, email 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org.

The completed paper survey must be returned by 
March 21, 2021. A box is available in the narthex. 
To make special arrangements for getting a paper 
copy, please contact Dawn Drago at 989-799-2460 
ext. 1.

Thank you for helping with this important project!

Please remember to 
turn in your surveys. 

Called For MoreThe FOOD COLLECTION for the weekend of 
March 13/14 will be for the BROWN BAG 

BUNCH.  Please take time to help with 
any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, 

strawberry and grape jelly/jam; peanut butter, 
mayonnaise, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-
top bags, SNACKS  PRETZELS  AND INDIVUALLY 
WRAPPED SNACK CAKES.

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop 
in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’.

Collection: March 20/21 East Side Soup Kitchen 

I’m not interested 
in whether you’ve 

stood with the 
great.  

I’m interested in 
whether you’ve sat 

with the broken.

Knight of Columbus #4232
Every Friday through Good Friday

4840 Shattuck Rd
5:00 -- 7:00 PM

Perch Dinner (4 pcs) $11.00
Shrimp Dinner (9 pcs) $11.00
Combo Dinner $11.00

(2 perch OR walleye & 5 shrimp)

Walleye Dinner $9.00
Children (1/2 Orders)   $7.00

All dinners served with Fries or Baked Potato

TAKE OUT or Limited Seating
MASK REQUIRED

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/d7t6pd7t68
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/d7t6pd7t68
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Readings for the Third Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
 A covenant is a solemn agreement between two parties in which 
each promises something.  The book of Exodus recounts how the Jews 
escaped from slavery in Egypt and made a covenant with God on Mount 
Sinai.  The heart fo that covenant is this: God promises to accept the 
Israelites as his people.  On their part, they must promise to keep god’s 
commandments. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
 Paul wrote to his Corinthian converts about the difficulty in 
preaching about a crucified savior.  To Jewish people who looked for a 
powerful Messiah performing spectacular signs, it seemed unacceptable 
that the Messiah would suffer and die.  To Gentiles, it seemed entirely 
absurd that someone who died such a humiliating death could be the 
savior of the world. 
 

Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel says Jesus chased the merchants out of the temple, it 
doesn’t say He was angry.  Jesus teaches us to act from conviction and 
not from anger.  He didn’t condemn the merchants, only their business 
practice.  Attack the behavior and not the person.  
 

Stewardship Reflections 

“You shall not carve idols for yourselves in the shape of anything…” 
       Exodus 20:4  

How many “gods” do you put before God?  “Idols” do not always take the 
shape of physical things, things we can touch and feel.  Those are easy to 
recognize.  Many times they take the form of things we cannot touch and 
are much harder to spot like pride, power, ego, time, comfort or health. 
Pray for God’s help to prune our vices and to grow in virtue.  

John 2:13-25 

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

March 13 & 27 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

Fast & Abstinence 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are obligatory days of fasting and 
abstinence for Catholics.  In 
addition, Fridays during Lent are 
obligatory days of abstinence. For 
members of the Latin Catholic 
Church, the norms on fasting are 
obligatory from age 18 until age 
59.  When fasting, a person is 
permitted to eat one full meal, as 
well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full 
meal.  The norms concerning 
abstinence from meat are binding 
upon members of the Latin 
Catholic Church from age 14 
onwards.  If possible, the fast on 
Good Friday is continued until the 
Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday 
night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of 
the Lord Jesus and to prepare 
ourselves to share more fully and 
to celebrate more readily his 
Resurrection.  
[United States Conference of Catholic Bishops/

USCCB © 2021] 
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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