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April 11, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Held on the first weekend of the month after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     8:30 & 11:00 AM 

 
Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 

First Friday     8:30 AM 
In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
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Monday, April 12 
Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8  
  7:00 PM Baptism Prep Class / CH 
 
Tuesday, April 13 
Saint Martin I, Pope and Martyr 
Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Wednesday, April 14 
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21 

  8:30 AM Mass 
  9:00 AM-2:00 PM  
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
  6:30 PM Finance Administration / POMR 
  7:30 PM Pastoral Council / POMR 
 

Thursday, April 15 
Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20; Jn 3:31-36 
 

Friday, April 16 
Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15  
 
Saturday, April 17 
Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21  
  4:00 PM Mass 
 

Sunday, April 18 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9;1 Jn 2:1-5a;  
Lk 24:35-48 

  8:30 AM Mass 
11:00 AM Mass 
 
Week Day Mass in the Church on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.  Adoration will be also 
cancelled on Wednesday in the event of a funeral. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Kathy Gunther; Dave Brzezinski; Patricia; Ron 
Brasseur; Tom Brasseur; Al V.; Cathy R.; Tim Novak; 
Jean B.; David B.; Larry S.; Jim & Pat D.; Cooper; 
Tiffany A.; Todd J.; Darlene; David B., and those 
who are homebound and in assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on April 30.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The Christian community described in Acts understood 
and practiced total stewardship.  St. Paul reports that the 
believers did not claim anything as their own, but held 
everything in common, and distributed to each whatever 
was needed.  
 

April 3/4, 2021 
 

Envelopes $    25,467.00 
Loose $         946.00 
Electronic (ACH) $      3,424.00 
Catholic Relief Services$         295.00 
Easter Flowers $           55.00 
Total: $    30,187.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

PRAYER LINE 
If you or a loved one is in need of  
immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460, ext.1 

 

Be sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their generosity 
allows us to provide the bulletin to 
you at no cost to the Parish.  

MEETINGS 
Wednesday 4-14-21 

 

6:30 pm  Finance Council 
7:30 pm  Pastoral Council 

LECTORS 
 

April 17/18 
 

 

4:00 PM Dave Payne 
 
8:30 AM Ken Kurecka 
 
11:00 AM Parker Thiel 

Delta Door Sales 
- Since 1938 - 

Sales, Installations & Repairs 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mission Statement: St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
You will notice that during the Easter 
season we do not say, “First Sunday after 
Easter, etc.”  Today is the “Second 
Sunday of Easter.  The Easter season is 
one that lasts for 50 days.  In other 
words, we continue the grand celebration 

of Easter until the feast of Pentecost.  The Second 
Sunday of Easter Gospel is always about Thomas.  
We often refer to him as the “doubter,” but maybe he 
was more of a “prove it to me” person.  Thomas was 
not in the room when Jesus first appeared to the 
apostles.  He missed out on any personal encounter 
with him, the words of missioning and the bestowal of 
the gifts of peace and forgiveness in the Spirit.  
Thomas becomes an example for our own need of 
these gifts and our struggles with doubt and faith. 
Thomas, according to John the Evangelist, is the kind 
of person that blurts out the questions or comments 
that others are too timid or too embarrassed to speak.  
He is ready to go along with Jesus en route to 
Lazarus’ grave and die with him.  He is honest enough 
at the Last Supper to say that none of the disciples 
have any idea where Jesus is heading. The disciples 
who have seen the risen Lord on Easter eve 
announce the resurrection to Thomas in the same 
words as Mary Magdalene – “We have seen the Lord!” 
They are just as unsuccessful convincing Thomas as 
Mary had been with them.  Like all disciples, Thomas 
needs a personal experience of Jesus before he will 
believe.  Until then, he is locked in his own criterion for 
faith – he wants Jesus to be “touchable.”  So, eight 
days later, on the next “first day of the week,” the risen 
Lord of the Sabbath stands again in the midst of his 
disciples, greets them with his peace, and then turns 
to Thomas, the individual who is most in need of this.  
For eight days, Thomas wrestled with the dark 
stranger of doubt and is wounded by this struggle.  
The wounded risen Jesus and the wounded disciple 
stand before one another.  Jesus invites Thomas to 
stretch out his hands to the wounds of his hands and 
side.  But there is no physical touching.  Jesus’ 
personal presence and self-offering to Thomas touch 
him and demolish all doubts. Here is “the way, and the 
truth, and the life” that Thomas is seeking, and he 
responds with the most profound and personal assent 
of faith in all the gospels: “My Lord and my God!”  For 
future generations who will listen to this gospel in the 
presence of the physically absent Jesus, the last 
beatitude that Jesus then addresses to Thomas is our 
greatest hope – “Blessed are those who have not 
seen and have believed.”   

It is to hand on such life-giving faith that the evangelist 
has written his gospel.  Thomas Merton in his Asian 
Journal wrote: “Faith means doubt.  Faith is not the 
suppression of doubt.  It is the overcoming of doubt, 
and you overcome doubt by going through it.  The 
man of faith who has never experienced doubt is not a 
person of faith.  Consequently, the monk is one who 
has to struggle in the depths of his being with the 
presence of doubt, and has to go through what some 
religions call the Great Doubt, to break through doubt 
into a certitude which is very, very deep because it is 
not his own personal certitude; it is the certitude of 
God Himself in us.”  Christ took his wounds into the 
grave and did not disown them in his resurrection.  
Because of his wounds, Jesus is now credibly in touch 
with wounded humanity – with the wounded in body 
and spirit, those hurt by society, the victims of 
domestic and global violence, those suffering from 
their own addictions, those abused by our disregard 
and complacency.  We know too well our own 
woundedness.  Such wounds reveal our need for one 
another and therefore, the potential for the building of 
a compassionate, healing community that witnesses 
to the love of the Wounded Healer. 
 With the promulgation of the Third 
Edition of the Roman Missal, the 
Second Sunday of Easter was 
changed back to simply the Second 
Sunday of Easter.  Prior to that, Pope 
John Paul II had renamed the Sunday, 
Divine Mercy Sunday, following his 
devotion for St Faustina.  In the 
present edition, Divine Mercy Sunday is an option for 
this day.  Maybe, however, we need to look at the 
need of mercy in our world as we continue to demand 
one’s personal way in dealing with others.  One who 
expresses mercy is willing to let go of a personal 
stance to work for peace.  Are we up to this 
challenge? 
 After the Easter break, life returns to normal in the 
parish.  This week, we have our monthly meetings for 
both Finance and Pastoral Councils on Wednesday 
evening.  We celebrated the wedding of Felicia Prisk 
and Kevin Kociba last Friday.  The weekends of April 
24-25 and May 1-2 are the weekends we will be 
celebrating First Communion with our young people.  
Because of the COVID restrictions, we are having 
small groups at each mass for those two weekends.  
We have 25 children coming to the table for the first 
time this year.  Please keep them in prayer.  Have a 
great week.  The warmth of spring is upon us. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING the 
LENTEN CROSS…

Can you find the cross
hidden in our bulletin?

The cross was in the weekly 
readings on page 2.

Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday 9:00 AM-2:00 PM

St. Thomas Aquinas has 
resumed. We ask you to enter 
the church and stay in place 
following COVID protocols.  
Please place the colored 
laminated sheet in your seating 
area when you exit the church.

Welcome Visitors & Friends

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We 
Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, 
we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish 
Office for more information on becoming a member.

Interested in becoming Catholic by 
receiving the sacraments of the Church?  
Please call the Parish Office for more 
information. 

St. Thomas Aquinas offers instruction for 
adults who are interested in learning about the 
Catholic Church and anyone who is a baptized 
Catholic and has not received all of his/her 
sacraments.  

There is also instruction for children/youth who are not 
baptized and are over seven years of age.

Parent Baptism Preparation Class

The next preparation class will be 
Monday, June 7 at 7:00 PM. Please 
contact the Parish Office to register.  

Parents are required to attend the 
preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas 
parishioners attending Mass regularly.

to all who 

donated to the Church 
Enhancements.  A complete listing 
will be in the next few week’s 
bulletin.

Please do not water the lilies.  We 
have a team of volunteers who 
maintains and waters all plants.  
Thank you!

United in Marriage

Felicia Prisk and Kevin 
Kociba were united in 
marriage on April 9 at St. 
Thomas Aquinas.

May their life be blessed in 
holy union with Christ and 
with one another.

I have loved you with an everlasting love. 
Jeremiah 31:3

We have dropped the ropes on the pews, but ENCOURAGE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING.  We ask that you space yourself and your families in a way 
to be safe and comfortable in your pew.

MASKS must be worn at ALL TIMES in the Church building.

We will continue HAND SANITIZING as you enter the Church.  Use your 
own or that which is provided in the narthex.

THANK YOU!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Brown Bag Bunch

We are well into another CHALLENGE,
store bought packaged cookies ie: 
sandwich type, chocolate chip, oatmeal 
etc. for the month of April.  We will 
continue the rotation of the food programs along with 
Brown Bag.
PLEASE label your giving so that we may distribute to 
the correct food program.

Administrative Offices
989-399-2222

High School
989-791-4330

Elementary
989-792-2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

Food Program Outreach

April 17/18
EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN

ESSK is still serving take-out meals as a 
boxed meal with individual packaged items on M-W-F.  
The items needed are to help in the preparing and 
package of the meal are:

Individual: Fruit juices, Hug Drinks, Capri Sun 
pouches, and Kool-Aid bags. 

Individual: Mac and Cheese; Ramen Noodles; 
Cookies; Crackers; Chips & Snacks; Fruit Cups; 
Applesauce; Soups; Ravioli & Spaghetti O’s and 
Crackers & Cheese.

Any item / any quantity is greatly appreciated!

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. 
Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East 
Side Soup Kitchen.

Collection: April 17/18 East Side Soup Kitchen
April 24/25 Brown Bag Bunch
May 1/2     Old Town Christian Outreach

Be humble and never 

think that you are 

better than anyone 

else.  For dust you are 

and to dust you 

shall return.

Amen.

Genesis 3:19

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


CS 315822-A    07/01/2020

10 things you can do to manage  
your COVID-19 symptoms at home

Accessible Version: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html

If you have possible or confirmed COVID-19:

1. Stay home from work and 
school. And stay away from 
other public places. If you 
must go out, avoid using any 
kind of public transportation, 
ridesharing, or taxis.

2. Monitor your symptoms 
carefully. If your symptoms 
get worse, call your 
healthcare provider 
immediately. 

3. Get rest and stay 
hydrated. 

4. If you have a medical 
appointment, call the 
healthcare provider 
ahead of time and tell 
them that you have or 
may have COVID-19.

5. For medical emergencies, 
call 911 and notify the 
dispatch personnel that 
you have or may have 
COVID-19.

6. Cover your cough and 
sneezes with a tissue or 
use the inside of your 
elbow.

7. Wash your hands often with 
soap and water for at least  
20 seconds or clean your 
hands with an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol. 

8. As much as possible, stay in a 
specific room and away from 
other people in your home. 
Also, you should use a separate 
bathroom, if available. If you 
need to be around other people 
in or outside of the home, wear 
a mask.

9. Avoid sharing personal 
items with other people in 
your household, like dishes, 
towels, and bedding.

10. Clean all surfaces that are 
touched often, like counters, 
tabletops, and doorknobs. 
Use household cleaning 
sprays or wipes according to 
the label instructions.  

cdc.gov/coronavirus

http://cdc.gov/coronavirus
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Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

April 24 
  

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Easter 

First Reading:  Acts 4:32-35 
 Luke wrote a two-volume work: Volume One was his Gospel; 
Volume Two was the Acts of the Apostles, which describes the life of the 
Church after the Resurrection of Jesus.  Every year, during the seven 
weeks of the Easter Season, the first reading is taken from the Acts of the 
Apostles.  In today’s passage, Luke gives an idealized description of early 
Christian community. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
 Today and for the remaining Sundays of the Easter Season, our 
second reading will be taken from the first letter of John.  It was written 
about 100 AD, and is on the last New Testament books to be composed. 
This letter was written in the tradition of the apostle John and thus bears 
his name.  Today’s passage from near the end of this brief letter treats the 
fundamentals of Christian life: Faith, love and the commandments. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 20:19-31 

This gospel underscores the continuity between the person and mission of 
Jesus with the role and ministry of the Church.  Now the Church (you and 
I) are to be the (living) Body of Christ — to be a mouth to speak for Jesus; 
feet to walk in his way; hands to do his work, etc.  We are the ones who 
make present and visible the forgiveness and peacemaking of God.  Our 
challenge is to realize all that Jesus and the Spirit invested in the first 
disciples continues to be vested in us. 
 

For your reflection:  How have I made forgiveness and peacemaking 
visible?  Where do I see this happening..… or not happening, and why? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus teaches, “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and believe.”  Accepting someone as they are, without demanding they 
prove themselves or meet our expectations, creates a rich relationship. 
Without acceptance a home is only a house and a family is just a group of 
house mates.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own...”     Acts 4:32  

All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God!  Think of your 
family, your friends, your life, your talents and your money – these are all 
gifts from God!  We aren’t really owners of anything, we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts God has blessed us with.  We are called to be 
grateful and generous with all of our gifts for the benefit of others.  

Prayer for Strength at Work 
 

You are my strength Jesus. 
Help me to carry the 

responsibilities with grace. 
Help me to lift each worry or 

burden to You. 
Help me to defend truth,  
justice and righteousness  

in my practice. 
You are my strength Jesus. 

Thank you.  
Amen. 
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

Lunch Menu
AvAiLAbLe 

DAiLy

4880 Gratiot • 249-0800  989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

Dr. Blair White (989) 799-1410
white-ortho.com 595 N. Center Rd.

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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