
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

June 13, 2021 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Baptisms will be scheduled after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing Catholics 
and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     9:30 AM 

June -July - August 
 

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 
First Friday     8:30 AM 

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
2nd & 4th Saturday 

9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 

rickb@stasaginaw.org 
 

Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 
Pastoral Associate 

annd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 
dawnd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 

patm@stasaginaw.org 
 

Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 
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Monday, June 14 
2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3ab, 3cd-4; Mt 5:38-42 
 
Tuesday, June 15 
2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a; Mt 5:43-48 
  8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, June 16 
2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-2, 3-4, 9; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
10:00 AM  Bible Sharing / POMR 
 
Thursday, June 17 
2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 7-8, Mt 6:7-15  
 
Friday, June 18 
2 Cor 11:18, 21-30; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 6:19-23 
 
Saturday, June 19 
Saint Romuald, Abbot 
2 Cor 12:1-10; Ps 34:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 6:24-34 
  4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, June 20 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Job 38:1, 8-11; Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29,30-31; 2 
Cor 5:14-17; Mk 4:35-41 
  9:30 AM Mass  
 
Week Day Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Rod M.; Ruth Adams; Aaron; D.N.; Monica: Jean Q.; 
Randi; Kathy Gunther; Dave Brzezinski; Patricia; 
Huckston; Kevin; Angie; Al V.; Cathy R.; Jean B.; 
David B.; Larry S.; James; Rosalind; Jim & Pat D.; 
Cooper; Angie; Todd J.; Darlene; David B., and 
those who are homebound and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on June 28.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden 
because of their disobedience.  But Jesus says in 
today’s Gospel that when we are obedient to God’s 
will - when we use our gifts to serve one another - 
we become part of His family.  “Whoever does the 
will of God is brother and sister and mother to me.”  

 

June 5/6, 2021 
 

Envelopes $     16,430.00 
Loose $       1,022.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          513.00 
Dio. Priest’s Retirement $          470.00 
Total: $     18,435.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

St. Thomas has a wonderful Prayer Line.  
If you or your loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the Parish 

Office 799-2460 ext. 1.  Your name will be added to 
the prayer line and we will pray for one week.  

LECTORS 
 

June 19/20 
Summer Schedule 

 
 

4:00 PM Estelle Przybylski 
 
9:30 AM Joyce Swartz 

 

This Week in our Parish 

NO WEEKDAY MASS 
 

Tuesday 6-15, Wednesday 6-16 and 
Thursday 6-17 

Father Rick is on vacation 

 
Morning Mass     8:30 am 

Tuesday, Wednesday,  
Thursday beginning June 24 

& First Friday 

There is still time to advertise in the 
bulletin.  Diocesan Publications can 
assist you with new ads.  If you are 
interested in advertising please call 
the parish office for contact 
information. 

Advertising in the bulletin allows this publication to be 
printed each week at no cost to the parish. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mission Statement: St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Today, we return to the readings of 
Ordinary Time with the 11th Week.  We 
hear two parables in our gospel.  
Whenever Jesus speaks parables, we 
need to remember that they are not 
nice entertaining little stories.  Jesus’ 
mission is to announce the Good News 

of the kingdom, the reigning and transforming 
presence of God in his person and words and call the 
people to faith and repentance.  Our two parables 
today tease us into contemplating our own lives and 
our response to the kingdom.  The first parable has 
Jesus comparing the growth of the kingdom to the 
seed that is planted by the farmer who then retires 
from the scene into the rhythm of his everyday life.  
Day and night he wakes and sleeps, while the seed, 
once sown, has its own potential for growth 
independent of the farmer.  The mystery of growth 
belongs to the seed and the soil, to the gradual 
“dispossession” of the hard little seed to the 
nourishing earth, and its consequent unhurried and 
gradual growth – first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain.  The only activity of the farmer is vigilant 
patience.  Unlike children who have planted seeds 
and want to dig down to see the growth, the farmer 
must wait confidently on God’s good time and 
providence, and eventually the time of growth and the 
time of harvest will intersect.  Once we have received 
the seed of God’s word in the soil of our hearts, we 
must be ready for the gradual unfolding of the seed’s 
potential that will push into our consciousness and 
transform our lives, making us a plentiful harvest and 
enabling us to be nourishment for others.  Because 
this growth is God’s secret, it can often happen in 
what are the most unlikely places – in the lives of the 
poor, the despised, the persecuted.  The parable of 
the mustard seed and its surprising growth is also one 
of encouragement for struggling communities 
frustrated or despondent because of what seems the 
small and insignificant growth of the kingdom of God 
and its impact on the world 
around them. 

Jesus takes poetic license in exaggerating the size of 
the mustard and the bush that grows from it in order to 
stress the extravagant and disproportionate growth of 
the kingdom.  That God is in all our beginnings and 
endings is the great and faithful hope of Jesus’ 
disciples.  The mustard bush does not exist only for 
itself, but it offers a welcoming refuge for the birds of 
the air who nest in its shade.  The Christian 
community should spread out its branches in welcome 
to others, especially to those who are enduring the 
heat of suffering, who are searching either physically 
or spiritually for some “shade” or sanctuary.  We may 
find it hard to be comfortable with the mystery of 
God’s time, but we have Jesus’ words to explain the 
deeper meaning of God’s action in our lives and our 
world. 
 I want to thank everyone who sent in a 
nomination for membership on our Pastoral Council.  
We are going to contacting the nominees to see if they 
would be willing to serve on the Pastoral Council.  If 
you have been nominated and contacted, please give 
it sincere prayer and thought before deciding.   
 This week, I am going to be 
out of town from Sunday evening 
through Friday evening.  Cheryl, 
my sister, has decided to retire 
(don’t know how she can since she 
is younger than me) and is moving 
to our home in northern Michigan.  I am going to help 
her with moving some of her personal items as she 
gets ready for the movers.  If there are any 
emergencies, please contact the parish office.  
Remember, the office is open Monday through 
Thursday, 8 am to 4 pm. 
 Driving around the area, I’ve noticed that we are 
seeing the results of our moderate drought conditions.  
Let us pray to adequate rain and good weather for the 
crops and our gardens.  Have a blessed week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed- 
recorded-masses 

 

FINDING JESUS… 

Can you find Jesus 

hidden in our bulletin?  

 
Jesus was in the bible study clip 
art. 

Pray for Peace 

 

Bible Study & 
Sharing 

Wednesdays 
10:00 AM 

 
All are Welcome…Come as you 
can…Join us in the Parish Office 
Meeting Room.  Please enter off 
of the main church parking lot.  
Handicap acceptable. 

Bible Study & Sharing is an 
informal morning reviewing the 
scriptures for Sunday.  Coffee and 
tea are always on.  Invite your 
family and friends. 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Summer Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Friday 
Closed 

 

 

Q: We are in " Ordinary Time." 

What does the Church say about Ordinary Time, the longest season of 
the liturgical year? 

A: Ordinary time, meaning ordered or numbered time is described as, 

"Part of the rhythm of the liturgical seasons  
which reflect the rhythm of life 

with its celebrations, anniversaries, 
and its seasons of quiet growth and maturing." 

 

Ordinary time is observed in two segments:  from the Monday following 
the Baptism of our Lord up to Ash Wednesday; and from Pentecost 
Monday to the First Sunday of Advent. 
 

The thirty-three or thirty four Sundays of Ordinary Time feature clerical 
vestments of green, representing what the Church calls, 
 

"the color of hope and growth" 

That spirit of hope and growth is beautifully marked by the Church: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ordinary time, with its sustained, reflective liturgical nature, scriptural 
guidance, and observances of the feast days of the Saints all bring to 
mind the lyrics of a song of hope, trusting faith, and comfort; a song by 
Marty Haugen called "Eye Has Not Seen": 
 

"When pain and sorrow weigh us down,  
be near to us, O Lord, 

Forgive the weakness of our faith, 
And bear us up within your peaceful word..." 

 

As we emerge from a pandemic, longing for normalcy and a return to a 
status quo of all things back to "ordinary", we can simultaneously find 
solace in the venerable season of Ordinary Time, tempus per annum, a 
time of that extraordinary rhythm of reflection, ordered spiritual 
maturation, and unwavering hope. 

 

 

If the faithful are to mature in the spiritual life 
and increase in faith, 

they must descend the great mountain peaks  
of Easter and Christmas in order to 

"pasture" in the vast verdant meadows 
of tempus per annum, or, Ordinary Time." 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have 
visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for 
a church home in this community, we invite you to 
consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the 
Parish Office for more information on becoming a 
member. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Parish Office is still receiving NEW or 
RENEWAL memorials for the St. Thomas 

Aquinas First Friday Memorial for an 
offering of $50.00.

Your memorial line will be printed on 
the back of the bulletin for one year 

and will be remembered in the daily intentions on the 
First Friday.  

Please use the application from the May 30th bulletin.  
Applications may be found in the narthex of parish 
office.  Please return by mail, dropped off to the parish 
office or placed in the collection basket.

In order to stay connected with 
you, we need your help!
Please Notify the Parish Office 
to confirm or update:

• Phone Number or are using Cell Phones…

• Change your Address… 

It is very important that EVERYONE returns their 
contact information which will be used to better serve 
you and your family.  Please call the Parish Office 
799-2460 ext. 1 or email office@stasa inaw.org. 

Thank you

Food Program Outreach

June 19/20
BROWN BAG BUNCH

Please take time to help the Brown Bag 
Bunch with any of the following needed items: uice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, 
lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 
snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes,  
strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop 
in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’.

Collection: 
June 26/27 Old Town Christian Outreach
July 3/4 Brown Bag Bunch

The YMCA of Saginaw and The 
Emmaus House of Saginaw will be 
hosting a FREE concert on 
Thursday, June 17 from 5-8:30pm 

outside the YMCA patio, overlooking the Saginaw 
River.
There will be yard games and food trucks and 
entertainment form local musicians including Sharrie 
Williams, Robert Lee Review Band, Laurie and the 
Lefties and The Sherriff's Band.  Come join us!

Do not pray for easy lives; 
pray to be stronger people.  

Do not pray for tasks 
equal to your powers; 

pray for powers 
equal to your tasks.

-Bl. Solanus Casey

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
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Readings for 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 17: 22-24 
 Ezekiel was a major Old Testament prophet who ministered to the 
Jewish people exiled in Babylon.  He often used parables and 
dramatizations to convey his message.  In this passage, Ezekiel uses the 
image of trees to talk about the restoration of Israel and the fall of the 
Babylonian empire. 
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
 We continue today to read from Paul’s second letter to the 
Corinthians..  In this section of the letter, Paul describes our life on earth 
as a pilgrimage home to heaven. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

In sharing the body of Christ, we become the Body of Christ.  When we 
partake of the one bread and cup, then we must be willing to become 
Eucharist for others - to make the love of Christ real for all.  We are called 
not to receive Eucharist like some article of clothing that we can take on 
and off at will, but to let the life of God become part of our very beings, like 
the flesh on our bones and blood flowing through our veins. 
 

For your reflection:  The word Eucharist means “thanks gibing”.  How can 
this receiving and sharing be an act of thanksgiving even when under 
painful circumstances? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Parenting is a lot like the story of the farmer in the gospel parable today. 
All growth is the Lord’s work.  We have no control over the process.  In 
fact, the farmer doesn’t even understand it, for the seed grows even when 
he sleeps.  As parents, we can influence our children but nothing we do 
can guarantee results.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive recompense, according to what he did in the body, 
whether good or evil.”         2 Corinthians 5:10  

We are all accountable for all of the gifts God has given us – our time, our 
talent and our treasure; everything we have and everything we are.  Each 
of us is accountable not only for our own life but for the lives of others as 
well.  One day God will ask each of us what did we do with the gifts we 
were given.  How will you respond?  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

June 12 & 26 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one priest 
available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

Act of  

Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, I believe  
that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace you  

as if you were already there  
and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me  
to be separated from you. 

Amen.  







Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  June 13, 2021 



1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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