
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Baptisms will be scheduled after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing Catholics 
and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     9:30 AM 

June -July - August 
 

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 
First Friday     8:30 AM 

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

2nd & 4th Saturday 
9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 
rickb@stasaginaw.org 

 
Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski 

Parochial Vicar 
kevinw@stasaginaw.org 

 
Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 

Pastoral Associate 
annd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 

dawnd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 
patm@stasaginaw.org 

 
Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 
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Monday, July 5 
Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest;  
Saint  Elizabeth of Portugal 
Gn 28:10-22a; Ps 91:1-2, 3-4, 14-15ab; Mt 9:18-26 

 
Tuesday, July 6 
Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
Gn 32:23-33; Ps 17:1b, 2-3, 6-7ab, 8b and 15; Mt 9:32-38 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Wednesday, July 7 
Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a; Ps 33:2-3, 10-11, 18-19;  
Mt 10:1-7 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM    NO Bible Sharing 
 
Thursday, July 8 
Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5; Ps 105:16-17,18-19, 20-21; 
Mt 10:7-15 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 
Friday, July 9  Parish Office Summer Hours  
Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and Companions, 
Martyrs 
Gn 46:1-7, 28-30; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40;  
Mt 10:16-23 

 
Saturday, July 10 
Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7; Mt 10:24-33 

  9:00AM  Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
  4:00 PM   Mass 
 
Sunday, July 11 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Am 7:12-15; Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14;Eph 1:3-14  
or 1:3-10; Mk 6:7-13 

  9:30 AM   Mass with Kapertrus Baptism 
 
Week Day Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.   

Lunches for the needy are packed on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at 8:30 AM in the Church lower level.  

AA & Al-Anon meets on Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the 
Church Lower Level. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

David D.; Deb K.; Rod M.; Ruth Adams; Aaron; Don 
S.; Anna; Jean Q.; Randi; Kathy Gunther; Dave 
Brzezinski; Patricia; Al V.; Cathy R.; Jean B.; David 
B.; Larry S.; James; Rosalind; Dennis; Jim & Pat D.; 
Cooper; Todd J.; Darlene; David B., and those who 
are homebound and in assisted/nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on July 26.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

This weekend as we recall the celebration of the 
Independence of our country, we will do well to echo 
the Psalmist, saying, “Our eyes are fixed on the 
Lord, pleading for his mercy.”  May we always 
recognize and use wisely the gifts of freedom and 
abundance.  He has showered upon us.  
 

June 19/20, 2021 
 

Envelopes $       7,980.00 
Loose $       1,593.00 
Electronic (ACH) $       5,503.00 
Dio. Priest’s Retirement $       6,814.00 
Total: $     21,890.00 
 

June 26/27, 2021 
 

Envelopes $     11,793.00 
Loose $          609.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          508.00 
Dio. Priest’s Retirement $       1,390.00 
Total: $     14,300.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

St. Thomas has a wonderful Prayer Line.  
If you or your loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the Parish 

Office 799-2460 ext. 1.  Your name will be added to 
the prayer line and we will pray for one week.  

LECTORS 
 

July 10/11 
Summer Schedule 

 
 

4:00 PM Estelle Przybylski 
 
9:30 AM Kathy Hoekstra 

 

This Week in our Parish 

Parish Office will be 
CLOSED  

Monday, July 5 

The 
advertisements 
that appear in 

this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur.  Please 
patronize the sponsors on the back of 
this bulletin and thank them for their 
kind generosity. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Viktor Frankl, the Austrian Jewish 
psychotherapist who endured four 
years in Nazi death camps, knew by 
bitter experience that what gives light 
must endure burning.  In “Man’s Search 
for Meaning,” he remembered the light 

that radiated from those who remained decent human 
beings in the midst of the darkness of suffering and 
dehumanizing conditions.  Our scriptures this 
weekend are stories about those who were singed by 
failure and vulnerability, but who continue to be a 
guiding light to their communities.  Ezekiel is sent by 
God to the people names as rebels, who are 
obstinate, defiant, and deaf to God’s word.  Paul finds 
himself facing opposition both from those who regard 
themselves as “super apostles” and who tout around 
the word of God for their own reputation, and also 
from the members of the Corinthian church who have 
fallen under their influence.  And Jesus is found to be 
unacceptable and offensive in his own hometown of 
Nazareth.  There is a phrase that sometimes is used 
when people speak of the “tall poppy syndrome” – the 
delight that some people have in cutting people down 
to size (usually a bit smaller than their size) by 
belittling them through subtle innuendo, and 
disguising resentment of another person’s 
achievements by damning with faint praise.  When 
Jesus is invited to teach in the Nazareth synagogue 
assembly on the Sabbath, he fails to live up to the 
expectations of his hometown.  We don’t know what 
Jesus taught, but they were the authoritative words of 
the one who has exorcised, healed, raised from the 
dead, and proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom.  
But in some way, the listeners consider that Jesus’ 
words go against their own comfortable interpretation 
of family customs or established religious traditions.  
This is the Nazareth version of the “tall poppy,” so 
Jesus has to be cut down to the hometown size 
expected by those who think they know everything 
about him and his family and recognize him as a local 
craftsman.  Jesus embodies the “scandal” of the 
ordinary, and familiarity breeds contempt in the 
assembly whose perceptions are limited to the 
domestic and parochial.  They are closed to any 
surprising presence and action of God that would 
violate their own expectations and insight and 
consider their own wisdom to be superior to that of 
Jesus.  They ask the right questions, but their 
prejudgment supplies them with wrong answers, and 
amazement deteriorates into offense and rejection.  If 
the synagogue assembly is amazed at Jesus and has 
no faith in him, Mark comments ironically that Jesus is 
amazed by their lack of faith that leads to Jesus’ 
powerlessness, because for his deeds of power to be 
effective they must be worked in the context of faith. 

Jesus has failed to call forth faith where he might have 
most expected to find it.  Maria Boulding, OSB, writes 
in her book Gateway to Hope, “If you have ever been 
sickened by the failure of some enterprise into which 
you put your best efforts and the love of your heart, 
you are caught up into the fellowship of Christ’s death 
and resurrection, whether or not you thought of your 
experience in that way.  God has dealt with our failure 
by himself becoming a failure and so healing from the 
inside.  This is why we can meet him in our failure; it is 
a sure place for finding him, since he has claimed it. 
So central is failure to the Easter mystery that a 
person who have never grappled with it could scarcely 
claim to be Christ’s friend and follower.”  We may be 
more inclined to listen to those who appear to be 
prophets on the celebrity circuit than with those we 
rub shoulders with daily.  More truth is spoken by 
authentic prophets whose wisdom is humble and 
gospel-based.  Who are we listening to?   
 I want to give an update on Deb Kraklow, our 
director of liturgy and music.  Some have noticed that 
she is not been with us the past couple of weekends.  
The past couple of years has taken its toll on Deb 
between family deaths, many different surgeries and 
COVID.  Her total health was beginning to deteriorate 
to the point that I was concerned for her.  After some 
discussion and discernment, Deb is taking some 
Family Leave for the summer months.  I would ask 
that we all keep her in our prayers and that she is able 
to return to us with great vim and vigor.  I am grateful 
for those who are going to be covering our masses in 
her absence.   
 Welcome to Fr Kevin!  This weekend, we 
welcome our new parochial vicar (what we used to 
call associate pastor) Fr Kevin Wojciechowski.  He 
begins his ministry here at STA helping out and 
learning how to pastor and minister to people.  I know 
everyone will make him feel welcomed here.  
Welcome aboard Fr Kevin! 
 This weekend, we celebrate 
Independence Day, the Fourth of July, 
the day we celebrate as a nation our 
freedom and independence from 
England.  It is also a day to remember 
those who still struggle for freedom 
and dignity in our own country.  Much like Jesus’ 
experience returning to Nazareth in our gospel today, 
we disregard people because they are different than 
us.  Remember, God created all of us to be brothers 
and sisters, make in the likeness of our God.  Have a 
safe and blessed holiday.  Just a reminder, since the 
holiday is celebrated on Monday, the parish offices 
are closed on Monday, July 5. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed- 
recorded-masses 

 

FINDING JESUS… 

Can you find Jesus 
hidden in our bulletin?  

 
Jesus was in the Fourth of 
July clipart. 

Bible Study & 
Sharing 

Bible Study will NOT 
meet on July 7 due to 
vacations. 

We will come together again on 
Wednesday, July 14 at 10:00 AM 
in the Parish Office Meeting Room 
to review the scriptures for 
Sunday. 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Summer Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Friday 
Closed 

 

St Thomas Aquinas  

Food Program 
 

The food collection for July 10/11 will be for the EAST SIDE 
SOUP KITCHEN.  A new list of needed items was 
received in the office. 

Juice/Kool-Aid Pouches Small Bottled Waters 

#10 Canned Corn  #10 Green Beans 

#10 Carrots   #10 Baked Beans 

#10 Pudding   Cake Mixes 

Thank you for your continuing support.   

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, 
MI 48607, checks payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 

    Collection:   
 July 17/18 Brown Bag Bunch 
 July 24/25 Old Town Christian Outreach 
 July 31/August 1  Brown Bag Bunch 

Mission Statement: St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

THANK YOU St. Thomas Aquinas for your generous donation of 

$9,839.00 to the 2021 Diocese of Saginaw Priests’ Retirement Fund.   

Your gifts will go directly to the diocese priests’ pension plan, where they 
are invested and held in a trust account.  The pension plan provides for 
the monthly pension and medical benefits of our currently retired priests 
and helps fund the future retirement of our active priests.  

Upcoming Safe Environment/VIRTUS Training 

An on-site Safe Environment/VIRTUS training session will be 
conducted at Holy Spirit Parish of Saginaw,1035 N. River Rd. 
Saginaw, MI on Thursday, July 15, 2021, from 6:00pm - 8:30pm. 

Pre-registration is required. Please contact Jane Sills @ 989-797-
6657 or Amy Zimmermann @ 989-797-6677 with questions. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BeFrienders are mothers, daughters, fathers, sons, aunts, 
uncles, grandparents, nieces, nephews, brothers and sisters.  
We are one family reaching out to our parish.  We talk together 
side by side in peace and mutuality.  

Do you have a loved one who needs to be visited by a 
compassionate listener?  Please call with questions or 
referrals…Carole Watters 989-274-3384.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS 
at 6:00 PM

Cathedral of Mary of the 
Assumption (605 Hoyt Avenue, 
Saginaw) is pleased to welcome 
all those looking for a Sunday 
Mass in the early evening.  Please 
join us at the Cathedral at 6:00 pm 
as Fr. Adam Maher celebrates the 
sacred liturgy. Mass will be 
offered at this time Sunday 
evening until the end of August.

GRIEF SUPPORT  Losing someone or something you love or 
care deeply about is very painful, prompting all kinds of difficult 

emotions.  It may feel like the pain and sadness you're 
experiencing will never let up.  These are normal 
reactions to a significant loss.  There is no right or wrong 
way (or timetable) to grieve, however, there are healthy 

ways to cope with the pain that, in time – and with faith – can 
renew you and help you move on.  We are here to support you in your 
grief.  Please choose your specific loss below to receive information on 
how we can help. 

The Catholic Grief Recovery Series

The diocese of Saginaw offers a six-week program which enables you to 
become aware of the grieving process and how grief affects your life.  This 
series is for any adult who is grieving a loss due to death that occurred 
three months ago or longer.  The series will help individuals better 
understand grief, learn coping skills, and develop the ability to move 
forward.  Grief Recovery groups are held in parishes around the Diocese 
of Saginaw throughout each calendar year at various times of day.  
Groups meet weekly.  Confidentiality is essential.  For information, call 989
-797-6652.

Compassionate Companions Ministry which was developed by the 
Office of Respect Life at the Diocese of Saginaw is in response to these 
difficult and challenging times.  This ministry offers a loving and a listening 
presence to the families of those that have recently died, through phone 
calls, emails and eventually in person visits.  If you or a loved one is in 
need of someone to talk to we invite you to call, Carole Watters, 989-274-
3384 or the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 1.  In addition, if you are 
interested in participating in this ministry to provide support to those in 
need, please call contact numbers above for more information.

The reward 

for work 

well done 

is the opportunity 

to do more.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  July 4, 2021 

Readings for 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Ezekiel 2:2-5 
 Our first Scripture reading describes the call of the prophet Ezekiel.  
He was a Jewish priest who was deported to Babylon at the time of the 
exile.  He is called to proclaim God’s Word to those who are exiled with 
him.  God warns him that this will be no easy task. 
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 Paul’s whole ministry was beset not only by his own weakness but 
also by mistreatment, stress, and persecution. In this passage just 
preceding today’s reading, Paul described some of his visions.  But in 
today’s passage, he chooses not to boast of these but rather to talk about 
how God has worked through him despite his weakness and trials. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 6:1-6 

 The friends, relatives and neighbors of Jesus rejected his 
message.  They consider Jesus too much “one of them” to be taken 
seriously.  Jesus says, “No prophet is without honor except in his native 
palace, among his own kin and in his own house.” This rejection of Jesus 
serves as a warning today.  If Jesus was rejected and resisted by his own, 
so shall it be for those who follow and listen to his message.  
 

For your reflection:  How might my assuming I know Jesus and his 
message make me miss what he is calling me to see, learn and discover 
anew? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel is so familiar, it hurts!  The home town folks couldn’t 
accept the presence of God in Jesus.  After all, they had watched him 
grow up.  We can easily make the same mistake if we don’t see God 
present in the ordinary routines of our family. “The Lord be with you” is a 
statement of fact.  Believe it. Live it.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“As the Lord spoke to me, the spirit entered me and set me on my feet, 
and I heard the one who was speaking say to me, ‘Son of man, I am 
sending you…’”      Ezekiel  2:2-3  

God has a plan for each of us. He calls us to do something for Him.  But, 
He doesn’t leave us on our own to figure it out.  He gives us the resources 
we need to do His work.  Are you listening for God’s call?  When you hear 
it, do you get on your feet and do the work He asks of you?  Do not be 
afraid.  God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.  Answer His 
call.  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

July 10 & 24 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

Father, 

We thank You  

for peace within  
our favored land  
For plenty from  

Thy bounteous hand  
For means to give 
to those in need 

For grace to help in  
thought and deed. 

We thank you for faith  
to walk our hands in Thine 

For truth to know  
Thy law divine. 

For strength to work  
with voice and pen  
For love to serve  
our fellow men. 

For light the goal  
ahead to see 
For life to use  

alone for Thee. 
Father, we thank You. 

Amen. 
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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