
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to 
become a member of our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office 
for more information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Baptisms will be scheduled after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing Catholics 
and attending Mass regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted 
facility.  Also, If you or a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility 
and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Liturgies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     9:30 AM 

June -July - August 
 

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 
First Friday     8:30 AM 

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

2nd & 4th Saturday 
9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 
rickb@stasaginaw.org 

 
Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski 

Parochial Vicar 
kevinw@stasaginaw.org 

 
Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 

Pastoral Associate 
annd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 

dawnd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 
patm@stasaginaw.org 

 
Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 
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Monday, July 19 
Ex 14:5-18; Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mt 12:38-42  
 

Tuesday, July 20 
Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr 
Ex 14:21-15:1; Ex 15:8-9, 10 and 12, 17; Mt 12:46-50 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Wednesday, July 21 
Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor 
of the Church 
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15; Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28;  
Mt 13:1-9 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM    Bible Sharing 
 

Thursday, July 22 
Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17 or Ex 19:1-2, 9-11,16-20b;  
Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 or  
Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15 and 17; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Friday, July 23 Parish Office Summer Hours  
Saint Bridget, Religious 
Ex 20:1-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Mt 13:18-23 
 

Saturday, July 24 Baptism 
Saint Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest 
Ex 24:3-8; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15; Mt 13:24-30 

  4:00 PM   Mass 
 

Sunday, July 25 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Kgs 4:42-44; Ps 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18; Eph 4:1-6;  
Jn 6:1-15 

  9:30 AM   Mass 
 

Week Day Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.   

Lunches for the needy are packed on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at 8:30 AM in the Church lower level.  

AA & Al-Anon meets on Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the 
Church Lower Level. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

Nancy V. & family; Sr. Mary Elizabeth; Troy 
Ostrowski; Bonnie L. & family; David D.; Deb K.; Rod 
M.; Ruth Adams; Aaron; Don S.; D.N.; Monica; Erin; 
Anna; Jean Q.; Randi; Kathy Gunther; Dave 
Brzezinski; Patricia; Al V.; Cathy R.; Jean B.; David 
B.; Larry S.; James; Rosalind; Dennis; Jim & Pat D.; 
Cooper; Todd J.; Darlene; David B., and those who 
are homebound and in assisted/nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on July 26.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

St. Thomas has a wonderful Prayer Line.  
If you or your loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460 ext. 1.  Your name will be 
added to the prayer line and we will pray for one 
week.  

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus had planned to slip away 
from the crowds for a few moments of peace and a 
little rest.  When He saw the people gathered, 
however, He put His needs aside to meet the needs 
of others.  Sometimes, as good stewards, we are 
called to do the same.  
 

July 10/11, 2021 
 

Envelopes $       9,702.00 
Loose $          405.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          978.00 
Dio. Priest’s Retirement $            70.00 
Total: $     11,155.00 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

July 24/25 
Summer Schedule 

 
 

4:00 PM Ken Kurecka 
 
9:30 AM Nancy Riffel 

 

This Week in our Parish 

Time for a…. 

? 

 
 

John K. Bartnik, M.D. 
Parishioner 

 
 

To view the full ad see the back of 
the bulletin.  Be sure to patronize all 
of our businesses as their 
generosity allows us to provide the 
bulletin to you at no cost to the 
Parish.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mission Statement: St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, 
united by our love for God and one another, are called 
to evangelize through worship, service, life-long 
learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, 
and respecting all creation. 

 This weekend we offer our congratulations to 
Ashley Proulx and Spencer Buchinger as they 
celebrate their marriage.  It is always a grand 
celebration especially now that our COVID protocols 
are relaxing a bit.  And you will notice that we are 
celebrating a number of baptisms over the next few 
weeks.  All are wonderful signs of new life. 
 I am getting some questions about our proposed 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  During the pandemic, 
there have been some changes.  First, the company 
coordinating our pilgrimage has changed its name 
from Trinity Tours to Ascension Tours.  It is many of 
the same people that I have been working with, just 
some changes for them.  We are confirmed to have 
our pilgrimage begin April 25, 2022, about a week or 
so after Easter.  We have updated flyers and posters 
that will be put out in the Church.  I know that some 
people have expressed concern with the violence, but 
in talking with our tour company, the places where we 
will be visiting are safe and protected for all pilgrims. 
They are resuming pilgrimages in the fall. 
 Over the next few weeks, 
you will begin to notice that we 
are returning to some of our 
practices that we had to stop 
because of COVID.  We have 
the guideline that if anyone is fully vaccinated, they no 
longer have to wear a mask.  We are going to be 
moving to letting it be optional for the Communion 
Minister to wear a mask or not.  We will be letting 
people light their own votive candles.  For those who 
wish to bring communion to a loved one and are an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, we will 
begin dismissing them again at Mass.  We hope to 
start adding a second reader/lector.  We are looking at 
reconfiguring our distribution of Communion to allow 
for another minister or two.  We still want to have 
some social distancing as we move forward with that.  
Also, in the fall we hope to resume Altar Servers after 
some updated training.  All are signs that we are 
moving out of the pandemic.  However, it will still be a 
while before we return to distribution of communion 
under both species.  Have a great week! 

Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
“Woe to the shepherds who mislead and 
scatter the flock of my pasture, says the 
Lord.” (Jeremiah 23:1).  This is the 
warning that the prophet Jeremiah 
sounded over 2500 years ago 
chastising those who mislead the flock 

of the Lord.  These words are also true today as we 
are a Church still reeling from the crisis of clergy sex 
abuse and the mishandling by so many of our 
bishops, now laid bare in the media for all to see.  It is 
that reality that has driven people out of parishes and 
even from the Church.  We all have a responsibility 
before God for our behavior, but for those who have 
been assigned to care for the people of God, the 
shepherds, who have been asked to guide the sheep, 
have a heavy burden when the sheep are scattered 
and driven away by the actions or lack of actions of 
the shepherds. Jeremiah reminds us that God 
promised that the scattered “remnant of my flock” 
would be gathered up and good shepherds raised up 
to guide them.  Keep in mind the historical context of 
the Babylonian exile these promises to Israel through 
the prophet Jeremiah.  There is also the 
eschatological context in God’s promise to “raise up a 
righteous shoot to David,” who “shall reign and govern 
wisely.”  This promised Messiah was raised up as the 
Good Shepherd not just for the people of Israel, but 
also for all of the sheep who did not belong to that one
-fold.  This Good Shepherd not only protected his 
sheep but gave up his own life to bring us to life 
eternal.  His work was for the life of his flock. Jesus 
also raised up shepherd to continue to guide the flock. 
After being sent out to evangelize, the apostles 
reported back to Jesus on “all they had done and 
taught.”  Jesus knew these ministers needed rest, but 
when he “saw the vast crowd,” he did not turn from the 
flock and focus on the shepherds.  His compassion 
was a poured out on the sheep “for they were like 
sheep without a shepherd.” Jesus’ compassion is a 
model for the shepherds who would continue his 
mission.  Jesus gives us the priorities of the Good 
Shepherd – serve the people; care for the people, 
build up the people.  These are the priorities of all who 
are the successors of the apostles.  In our world and 
church today, shepherds need to ask themselves 
whose message are they proclaiming – God’s or 
theirs?  If the message is divisive, then it is not God’s 
message.  True shepherds do not repeatedly put the 
sheep, especially the little ones, in harm’s way, time 
after time, year after year, and then claim to be doing 
the work of the Lord.    Forgiveness is offered but if 
there is no contrition for the sin, then will God forgive? 
The Good Shepherd gave himself up for the sheep; 
woe to those shepherds who give up the sheep to 
protect themselves.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING JESUS…

Can you find Jesus
hidden in our bulletin? 

Jesus was on the front 
cover.

PARISH OFFICE
Summer Hours

Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Friday
Closed

Bible Study & Sharing
Wednesdays 10:00 AM

All are Welcome…
Come as you can…
Join us in the Parish 
Office Meeting Room.  

Bible Study & Sharing is 
an informal morning reviewing the 
scriptures for Sunday.  Coffee and 
tea are always on.  Invite your 
family and friends.

Please Notify 
the Parish Office If You:

• Change your phone 
number or are using 
cell phones…

• Change your address… 
• Update email address...

Please call the Parish Office or 
office@stasaginaw.org.  Your help 
is very much appreciated.

We welcome into the faith community through the waters of 
baptism Remington Mark, son of Maron & Ashley (LaForest) 
Kaspetrus and Rae Ethel, daughter of Jonathan & Carissa 
(Combs) Bauer.

May God bless them and their families as they become 
Disciples of Christ.

United in Marriage
Ashley Proulx & Spencer Buchinger were united in marriage on July 17 
at St. Thomas Aquinas.

May their life be blessed in holy union with Christ and with one another.

I have loved you with an everlasting love.  Jeremiah 31:3

Lot Sealing & Stripping
(weather permitting)

Please bear with us as entrances 
and sections of the parking lots 
may be blocked off and 
unavailable on certain days/times 
during this repair.  Please take 
care during this work, especially at 
times when there are no 
guidelines for parking spaces.

July 24/25 
Old Town Christian Outreach

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), 
canned soups, crackers, package dinners, canned meats, canned 

vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper 
products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper 
towel/toilet paper.  

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.

Collection: 
July 31 / August 1 Brown Bag Bunch

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Hopeful Future Scholarship

Protect Life SVSU, a pro-life student organization at the university, is 
partnering with the Catholic Community Foundation of Mid-Michigan to 
start “The Hopeful Future Scholarship”, a scholarship to financially 
assist expecting and current mothers attending Saginaw Valley State 
University or Delta Community College. According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, approximately 73% of women who choose abortion do so 
because of financial stress.  Our goal is to financially support mothers in 
need and help them utilize their God-given freedom by choosing life with 
the help of generous donors.  Information on how to donate to the 
scholarship fund can be found on flyers available in the narthex. 

KC 4232 Burger Night
(every Monday except holidays)

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm

Burgers $3.25, Hot Dogs $2.25, and Coney’s $2.50.  
Fries, chips, and cheese, additional cost.  

Welcome Visitors & Friends

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We 
Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, 
we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish 
Office for more information on becoming a member.

The Saginaw Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will offer a Mini-
Retreat for all women of the diocese at St. Agnes Church, Freeland, on 
Saturday, August 7.  The half-day activities start at 9 a.m. (registration 
begins at 8:30) and will end at approximately 12:30 p.m.  The retreat 
leader will be Fr. Adam Maher who will speak on Choosing the Better 
Part / Adoring Jesus & Bridal Love.  The cost for the retreat is $10 (in 
advance).  This silent retreat will include spiritual talks, meditation time, 
rosary, & Mass.  Please RSVP to Rita Maher (989-635-7072) or Joyce 
Raducha (989-875-2650) before August 3.

When the time is right, 
I, the Lord, 

will make it happen.

Isaiah 60:22

FOR SALE

Two Cemetery Plots 
St. Andrew Catholic Cemetery

Fatima Section
Lot 186, Spaces 3 & 4

Selling - $1150 each

If interested, please leave 
voicemailat 989-245-6591

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
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Readings for 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 The kingdom of Judah had a royal lineage that lasted about 500 
years -- from the time of David to the Babylon exile.  The last kings in this 
line were not good ones.  Using the image of shepherd, God speaks 
through Jeremiah about his plans for their future.  Christians have seen 
Jesus as the fulfillment of this prophecy. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 12:13-18 
 We continue our readings from the letter to the Ephesians. 
Ephesus was a community in which Jewish and Gentile Christians lived 
side-by-side.  The author, a Christian who was of Jewish background, is 
addressing Gentile Christians, converts from paganism.  The references to 
“one new person” and “one body” refer to the Church, which is the body of 
Christ. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 6:30-34 

 The disciples return from their first mission of preaching, and 
healing and report to Jesus.  Jesus takes them to an “out-of-the-way” 
place for rest, but people find them.  Jesus, knowing the importance of 
rest, quiet, and listening, set aside time for rest.  However, whether it was 
convenient or not, he attended to the needs of the people.  Jesus was 
move by compassion for the crowds, and this providing for and selflessly 
caring for the people guided his actions. 
 

For your reflection:  Do I let my heart for people guide my actions and 
how I interact with the,? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel “the apostles gathered around and told Jesus all they 
had done.”  Listening allows the other person to express, understand and 
appreciate their experiences.  Whether it is the excited chatter of a young 
child or the repetitious stories of an aging grandparent, listening is 
important.  It is not just time well spent, it is sacred time.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“He said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest 
a while.”        Mark 6:31  

Do you spend time, every day, alone and in silence listening to how God is 
calling you?  If not, you are missing out on a wonderful opportunity to 
develop a more personal relationship with Him.  Unless we talk and more 
importantly, listen to God every day, how else will we know how He is 
calling us?  Consider making a retreat this year, spend some “alone” time 
with God.  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

July 24 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 

 

Act of  

Spiritual Communion  

 

My Jesus, I believe  
that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love you above all things,  

and I desire to receive  
you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually  
into my heart.  
I embrace you  

as if you were already there  
and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me  
to be separated from you. 

Amen.  
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United States history includes a 
wealth of inspirational African-
American men and women.

Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, 
Booker T. Washington, Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, 
and Martin Luther King Jr. are well known examples in 
the fight for equality and justice.

There are also many individuals in the Catholic tradi-
tion who have contributed significantly to racial equality 
and improving civic life in American communities. Henri-
ette Delille, a free woman of color in the 1800s, created a 
religious order to serve those who were enslaved. Fr. Au-
gustus Tolton, he himself a former slave, faced hostility 
and discrimination during his own journey into the priest-
hood. Mother Mary Lange, the founder of the Oblate Sis-
ters of Providence, created a free school in her home for 
African-American children since one was not otherwise 
available. For today’s generation, these Black men and 

women demonstrate the importance of perseverance and 
hope amid intolerance and ignorance.

The Catholic Church strongly condemns racism. It is 
a sin against the dignity of the human person and has no 
place in the Church. According to the U.S. bishops, racism 
arises when:

“Either consciously or unconsciously—a person holds 
that his or her own race or ethnicity is superior, and 
therefore judges persons of other races or ethnicities as 
inferior and unworthy of equal regard. When this con-
viction or attitude leads individuals or groups to exclude, 
ridicule, mistreat, or unjustly discriminate against per-
sons on the basis of their race or ethnicity, it is sinful... 
[it reveals] a failure to acknowledge the human dignity 
of the persons offended.”1

Sadly, racism has harmed individuals of every ethnic-
ity in society, and it has been carried out by those of dif-
fering races. In particular, generational and institutional 
racism has plagued varying ethnicities, impacting Native 

WITH GRATITUDE FOR  

AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN  
CATHOLICS

Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton

C o n f e r e n c e

Michigan
Catholicfocus

Vol. 49, No. 2, June 2021



American, Latino, and Black families who have especially 
felt the effects of personal and institutional prejudices. The 
lingering discrimination is clearly visible in various areas 
of society, including education, employment, criminal jus-
tice, and housing. Regrettably, violence and racist actions 
against Asian Americans are also on the rise these days.

In recent months, conversations about race and in-
justice haven taken place across the nation. In particular, 
the murder of George Floyd in May 2020 and his words 

“I can’t breathe” reverberated across America. Protests 
broke out nationwide shortly afterward, forcing commu-
nities to evaluate the status of race relations within the 
country. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops called 
the killing of Mr. Floyd “senseless and brutal, a sin that 
cries out to heaven for justice.2

Although important strides toward equality have been 
made in years past, it is important to recognize the ongo-
ing challenges facing the Black and broader minority com-
munities today. In 2018, the Catholic bishops in the United 
States wrote in their pastoral letter Open Wide Our Hearts—
The Enduring Call to Love, that “we all need to take respon-
sibility for correcting the injustices of racism and healing 
the harms it has caused.” It is impossible to address the 
full history of racism, particularly against the Black com-
munity, in one publication. Recognizing that reality, focus 
seeks to offer opportunities for reflection, ideas for advo-
cacy action, stories of inspirational Black Catholics who 
enrich our faith, and additional resources to combat the 
ignorance and sin of racism. ■

Reflections 
Against 
Racism

The Catholic Church teaches that 
everyone is made in the image and 
likeness of God…

…therefore, believers can see the face of God in every per-
son and should treat each person with dignity. People of all 
skin colors and ethnicities reflect the beauty of God, just 
as He intended.

Within the Catholic Church, there have been clear exam-
ples of leaders and laypeople living up to the call to respect 
the value of every person and to speak out against racial 
injustice. For example, priests and religious sisters walked 
hand in hand alongside Martin Luther King Jr. from Selma 
to Montgomery, marching for Black Americans to receive 
the right to vote. Of local note, the early advocacy of the 
Michigan Catholic Conference is strongly tied to the civil 
rights movement. One year before the national Civil Rights 
Act passed in 1964, the state bishops’ conference issued a 
statement advocating for civil rights. In the years that fol-
lowed, the Michigan Catholic Conference opposed policies 

such as segregation in schools, unfair loan practices, and 
race-based criteria for home sales. Michigan Catholic Con-
ference also assisted migrant farmers directly through the 
creation and promotion of job training programs.

At the same time, regrettable instances from the distant 
past exist where Catholics fell short in failing to oppose 
slavery or even ‘owned’ slaves themselves. In some plac-
es, various Catholic institutions and parishes practiced 
segregation, which branded African-Americans “with the 
message that they are inferior” and left many “[struggling] 
against perceptions that they do not full bear the image of 
God.”3 In other cases, people of African descent have not 
felt welcomed or included in their parish community or 
have experienced racism “when individuals, communities, 
and even churches remain silent and fail to act against ra-
cial injustice when it is encountered.”4 There is still work 
to do that includes listening and learning.

What actions can Catholics and all people of goodwill 
pursue, considering the racism that remains in American 
society today? While emphasizing a message of justice and 
peace during the protests of 2020, MCC stated:

“The Church can…[provide] safe spaces for people to 
come together, [share] the importance of loving one’s 
neighbor, [encourage] active listening over partisan 
bickering, [call] out the evil and sin of racism, and [ad-
vocate] for policy changes that address unjust societal 
structures, especially those that disproportionately 
impact people of color.”5

2



Major Takeaways from 
Open Wide Our Hearts
Open Wide Our Hearts—The Enduring Call to Love placed 
particular emphasis on the experiences of African-Amer-
ican, Native American, and Latino families in this coun-
try. Catholics are encouraged to read the letter in its 
entirety at usccb.org/racism. Critical points from the doc-
ument include:

 ■ Racism is a life issue. It “directly places brother and 
sister against each other, violating the dignity inherent 
in each person.”

 ■ America needs to acknowledge the harm of racism. 
“The evil of racism festers” partly because there has 
been “no moment of atonement, no national process 
of reconciliation.”

 ■ People of faith “are called to listen and know the sto-
ries of our brothers and sisters…with open hearts” to 
empathize with one another and to promote justice.

 ■ Each person should first examine their own lives and 
attitudes about race. “Do [these] attitudes reflect 
mistrust, impatience, anger, distress, discomfort, 
or rancor?”

 ■ Dismantling personal and systemic racism is a job for 
all Catholics and people of goodwill, as “love compels 
each of us to resist racism courageously.” ■

Advocacy 
Recommendations

“Racism can only end if we contend with the 
policies and institutional barriers that perpet-
uate and preserve the inequality—economic 
and social—that we still see all around us.”

—Open Wide Our Hearts

As the official public policy voice of the Catholic Church 
in Michigan, Michigan Catholic Conference evaluates how 
best to advocate continually for justice and peace in the 
midst of today’s highly divisive political and cultural cli-
mate. Such advocacy must recognize that racism exists, 
as many current inequalities “are rooted in our country’s 
shameful history of slavery and systemic racism.”6 MCC 
encourages policymakers to consider legislation and other 
policies that will:

 ■ Recognize June 19, or Juneteenth (see below), as an 
official state holiday.

 ■ Require all law enforcement officers in Michigan to 
complete training on de-escalation techniques, im-
plicit bias, and procedural justice, while also providing 
mental health resources for officers and supporting 
their efforts to keep communities safe.

 ■ Promote employment, decent working conditions, ad-
equate income, health care, housing, school choice and 
quality educational options, all with an emphasis on 
benefiting traditionally underserved communities.

 ■ Address policies within the criminal justice system 
that disproportionately affect Black and other minority 
populations. ■

What is Juneteenth?
Juneteenth commemorates the events of June 19, 1865, when approximately two thousand Union troops arrived in Gal-
veston Bay, Texas to announce the abolishment of slavery. While President Abraham Lincoln had signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation two years earlier in January 1863, declaring all the slaves within the Confederate States freed, its immediate 
implementation was difficult in places remaining under Confederate control. Juneteenth did not mark the end of slavery 
in the United States; the Thirteenth Amendment officially outlawed the practice. However, the National Museum of African 
American History and Culture calls Juneteenth “our country’s second independence day” and an opportunity to recognize 

“the value of never giving up hope.” (Photo: Juneteenth celebration in Texas, June 19, 1900)
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Black 
Catholic 
Saints7

As members of the universal Church, 
Catholics celebrate and follow the 
example of ordinary persons who 
lived extraordinary lives in the face 
of challenging or life-threatening 
realities.

Saints come from every 
race, ethnicity, and culture. 
Each enriches the faith, as 
is seen by the lives of just 
a few of the Black saints 
shown here.

St. Charles Lwanga , the patron saint of 
African youth and Catholic action, was 
a chief of the royal pages and a Ugan-
dan martyr. St. Charles lost his life for 
refusing to violate the teachings of his 
faith and for protecting his friends from 
a threatening ruler.

St. Josephine Bakhita , the patron 
saint of human trafficking victims, was 
kidnapped and sold into slavery at age 
seven. Later in life, St. Josephine felt 
drawn to Catholicism. After receiving 
her freedom, she joined the Canossian 
Sisters and devoted her life to the faith.

St. Benedict the Moor  (left), the son of 
African slaves in Sicily, is the patron saint 
of African-Americans. St. Benedict’s 
patience in the face of a racist incident 
drew the attention of Franciscan her-
mits. He went on to lead their communi-
ty and later joined a Franciscan friary.

St. Martin de Porres  is the patron saint 
of social justice and race relations. St. 
Martin was known for his tenderness. As 
a Dominican brother, he established an 
orphanage, a hospital for poor children, 
and an animal shelter.

St. Perpetua and St. Felicity  were 
martyrs during the Roman persecution 
of Christians. St. Perpetua was a noble-
woman, and St. Felicity was her pregnant 
maidservant. Each stayed steadfast to 
their faith amid torture, imprisonment, 
and death.

Several saints of European ancestry dedicated their 
lives to working with other races. St. Katharine Drex-
el, the foundress of the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, 
used family wealth to address the needs of Native and Af-
rican-Americans. She created the first U.S. Catholic insti-
tution of higher education for African-Americans, Xavier 
University in New Orleans. St. Peter Claver, SJ, a Span-
ish missionary provided care to slaves in Cartagena and 
preached about the dignity of every person.

St. Benedict the Moor
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Open Sainthood Causes
There are several open causes for sainthood among Afri-
can-American Catholics, “a treasury of inspiring holy men 
and women” who demonstrate the way forward “toward ra-
cial reconciliation.”8 To become a saint, the Church close-
ly dissects, researches, and examines a candidate’s life. At 
least two miracles must result from personal intercession 
to that person. Each of the following individuals is in the 
early stages of investigation for sainthood. They faced dif-
ficulties because of their race, including within the Church, 
yet they persevered and highlighted Christ in all they did.

Venerable Pierre Toussaint  (1776–
1853) came to America as a slave from 
Haiti. There, he learned to read and write 
and served as a hairdresser’s apprentice. 
Pierre lived a life of devout faith, helping 
people of all races during his servitude 
and upon receiving his freedom. He be-
came a successful entrepreneur and do-
nated generously to local charities while 
also caring for those with yellow fever.9

Venerable Henriette Delille  (1812–
1862) was born a free woman of color 
in New Orleans who experienced a 
religious conversion at age twenty-four. 
She later founded the Sisters of the 
Holy Family, a religious order dedicated 
to serving and educating the enslaved, 
the sick, and the poor. Henriette is the 
first U.S. native born African-American 
whose cause for canonization has been 
officially opened by the Church.10

Venerable Fr. Augustus Tolton  (1854–
1897) was born into slavery and later 
escaped North with his mother and 
siblings. As he grew, Fr. Tolton expressed 
interest in the priest hood. After several 
U.S. seminaries refused to accept him be-
cause of his skin color, he studied at the 
Pontifical Urban University in Rome and 
was ordained a priest on the Easter Vigil 
of 1886. Upon his return, Fr. Tolton served 
as the first Black priest in the U.S. and 
established a “national parish” for Black 
Catholics. Fr. Tolton was granted the title 

“Venerable” by Pope Francis in 2019.11,12

Servant of God Mother Mary Lange  
(1784–1882) was born in Cuba and 
later moved to Maryland. Since free 
public education was not available for 
African-American children, she opened 
a school in her home. Mother Lange 
founded the first congregation of Afri-
can-American women religious in the 
Church, the Oblate Sisters of Providence. 
Today, the order takes special care of 
those suffering from poverty, racism, 
and injustice.13

Servant of God Julia Greeley  (between 
1833 and 1848–1918) was born into 
slavery in Hannibal, Missouri. Once freed 
by the Emancipation Proclamation, Julia 
worked for families across several states. 
She used whatever money she had to 
help poorer families in her neighbor-
hood. Julia enthusiastically promoted 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and later joined the Secular Francis-
can Order.14

Servant of God Sister Thea Bowman, 
FSPA  (1937–1990) was a granddaughter 
of African slaves who became a Francis-
can Sister of Perpetual Adoration. She 
used her talents and love for God as a 
teacher, writer, singer, and evangeliz-
er. Throughout her life, Thea sought to 
break down racial and cultural barriers, 
promoting greater communication 
among people of all backgrounds.15

The life of Fr. Augustus Tolton provides an historical 
reminder of how faith can overcome tremendous adver-
sity, even within one’s own religious tradition. While the 
personal faith of each Catholic is unique, it is instructive 
for the wider Church to examine the inspiring persever-
ance practiced by African-American Catholics and con-
tinue to foster vocations within the community. Today, 
there are some 800 parishes, 250 priests, 5 bishops, 400 
religious sisters, 50 religious brothers and 437 deacons of 
African-American heritage; 75 men are in seminary forma-
tion for the priesthood across the country. In 2020, Most 
Rev. Wilton Gregory, Archbishop of Washington, became 
the first African-American member of the College of 
Cardinals.16 ■
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Prayer to Heal 
Racial Division

“We thank you, O Lord, for in your loving wisdom, You 
created one human family with a diversity that en-
riches our communities. We pray to you, O Lord, that 
we always recognize each member of this human 
family as being made in your image and beloved by 
you, with worth and dignity. We pray to you, O Lord, 
that we may envision a way forward to heal the racial 
divisions that deny human dignity and the bonds 
between all human beings. We pray to you, O Lord, 
that we may affirm each person's dignity through 
fair access for all to economic opportunity, hous-
ing, education, and employment. We pray to you, O 
Lord, that we may have eyes to see what is possible 
when we reach out beyond fear, beyond anger, to 
hold the hand of our sisters, our brothers. We thank 
you, O Lord, for your call and challenge to us that we 
may reveal your teachings and your love through our 
actions to end racism and to proclaim that we are all 
your children, heirs to your sacred creation. Amen.”

—Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism, USCCB

ORGANIZATIONS AND 
RESOURCES FOR 
FURTHER LEARNING

Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver 
kofpc.org and kofpc.org/ladies

National Black Sisters Conference 
nbsc68.com

National Catholic Black Congress 
nbccongress.org

Xavier University of Louisiana 
xula.edu/history

USCCB Resources to Combat Racism 
usccb.org/racism

USCCB National Black Catholic Sites 
bit.ly/3gvq315

1. Open Wide Our Hearts—The Enduring Call to Love, USCCB, 2018: bit.ly/3w0Q3G0 2. “Statement on George Floyd and the Protests in American Cities,” USCCB, 
5/31/20: bit.ly/3epHKMQ 3. Open Wide Our Hearts 4. Open Wide Our Hearts 5. “Do Justice, Love Goodness, and Walk Humbly With God,” MCC, July 2020: 
bit.ly/33HzgLS 6. “What is Systemic Racism?” USCCB, 2018: bit.ly/33HrvG2 7. “Black Saints and Martyrs,” National Black Catholic Congress, accessed 
4/18/21: bit.ly/3eHknzy, as well as relevant saint pages from Catholic Online (catholic.org)  and Franciscan Media (franciscanmedia.org) 8. Open Wide Our 
Hearts 9. “Venerable Pierre Toussaint,” Archdiocese of New York Cultural Diversity Apostolate, accessed 4/19/21: bit.ly/3ocjeDn 10. “Venerable Henriette 
Delille, Servant of Slaves,” Sisters of the Holy Family, accessed 4/17/21: bit.ly/3blQGSM 11. “Augustus Tolton,” Archdiocese of Chicago, accessed 4/17/21: 
bit.ly/33CPKVP 12. “The Ven. Augustus Tolton Scholarship,” Lansing Diocese, 7/9/20: bit.ly/3oWAXPA 13. “Mother Mary Lange,” Oblate Sisters of Providence, 
accessed 4/18/21: bit.ly/3w6QgHx 14. ‘Welcome,” Julia Greeley Guild, accessed 4/18/21: bit.ly/3cCHPMX 15. “Sister Thea Bowman, Cause for Canonization,” 
accessed 4/18/21: bit.ly/3eFO58a 16. “African American Affairs-Demographics,” USCCB, accessed 4/28/21: bit.ly/3bpfBVs Photo credits: “Saint-Antoine-
l’Abbaye” (background photo) by Guillaume Piolle / CC BY 3.0 (bit.ly/33Ziata). “St. Kizito being baptised by St. Charles Lwanga at Munyonyo” by Wulman83 
/ CC BY-SA 4.0 (bit.ly/2SgMhtG). St. Josephine Bakhita icon written by Br. Claude Lane of Mount Angel Abbey. “San Martín de Porres - Reconstrucción Facial 
3D” by Cicero Moraes / CC BY-SA 4.0 (bit.ly/3fzvBFB). St. Perpetua and St. Felicity original art by Tracy L. Christianson. Venerable Henriette Delille painting by 
Haitian artist Ulrick Jean Pierre, courtesy of the Sisters of the Holy Family. “Sister Thea Bowman, on stage and smiling at Walsh University” by KatieHutchison 
/ CC BY-SA 4.0 (bit.ly/3hOwzAm). Several of the fonts used in this focus publication were designed in whole or in part by Black typographer Joshua Darden.
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