
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office for more 
information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Baptisms will be scheduled after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing Catholics and attending Mass 
regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set after meeting 
with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or 
a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Litur ies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     9:30 AM 

June - July - August 
 

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 
First Friday     8:30 AM 

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

2nd & 4th Saturday 
9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 
rickb@stasaginaw.org 

 
Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski 

Parochial Vicar 
kevinw@stasaginaw.org 

 
Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 

Pastoral Associate 
annd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 

dawnd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 
patm@stasaginaw.org 

 
Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 

Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another,  

are called to evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning,  
promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Monday, August 2 
Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop; Saint Peter 
Julian Eymard, Priest 
Nm 11:4b-15; Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Mt 14:31-21 
 

Tuesday, August 3 
Nm 12:1-13; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 12-13; Mt 14:22-36 or 
Mt 15:1-2, 10-14; 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Wednesday, August 4 
Memorial of Saint John Vianney, Priest 
Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35; 
Ps 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23; Mt 15:21-28 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM    Bible Sharing 
 

Thursday, August 5 
The Dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major 
Nm 20:1-13; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Mt 16:13-23 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Friday, August 6 Parish Office Summer Hours  
Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9; 2 Pt 1:16-19;  
Mk 9:2-10 

  8:30 AM  First Friday Mass 
 

Saturday, August 7 
Saint Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs;  
Saint Cajetan, Priest 
Dt 6:4-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3c-4, 47 and 51; Mt 17:14-20 

  4:00 PM   Mass 
 

Sunday, August 8 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 19:4-8; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 4:30-5:2;  
Jn 6:41-51 

  9:30 AM   Mass 
 

Week Day Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.   

Lunches for the needy are packed on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday at 8:30 AM in the Church lower level.  

AA & Al-Anon meets on Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the 
Church Lower Level. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

T.C.; M.H.; Nancy V. & family; Troy Ostrowski; 
Bonnie L. & family; David D.; Deb K.; Rod M.; Ruth 
Adams; Aaron; Don S.; D.N.; Monica; Erin; Anna; 
Jean Q.; Randi; Kathy Gunther; Dave Brzezinski; 
Patricia; Al V.; Cathy R.; Jean B.; Larry S.; James; 
Rosalind; Dennis; Jim & Pat D.; Cooper; Todd J.; 
Darlene; David B., Fr. Charles of Diocese of Gaylord 
and those who are homebound and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on August 30.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The crowd in today’s Gospel demanded a sign of 
Jesus and wanted to know what “work” He did to 
inspire their faith.  May our faithful stewardship be a 
sign to others that we, like the Ephesians in the 
second reading, have laid aside our former way of 
life and acquired a “fresh, spiritual way of thinking” in 
Christ.  
 

July 24/25, 2021 
 

Envelopes $       7,925.00 
Loose $          417.00 
Electronic (ACH) $          488.00 
Total: $     12,540.10 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

August 7/8 
Summer Schedule 

 
 

4:00 PM Estelle Przybylski 
 
9:30 AM Amado Arceo 

This Week in our Parish 

Lot Sealing & Striping 
Please bear with us as entrances 
and sections of the parking lots 
may be blocked off and 
unavailable on certain days/times 

during this repair.  Please 
take care during this work, 
especially at times when 
there are no guidelines 

for parking spaces. 

PRAYER LINE 
If you or a loved one is in need of  
Immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460, ext.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Be sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their generosity 
allows us to provide the bulletin to 
you at no cost to the Parish.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 
Jesus performs a great miracle – feeds 
five thousand.  The people hail Jesus 
as a prophet and want to make him 
king.  Jesus departs from them 
because that is not part of the Father’s 
plan.  They search for him and when 
they find him, they ask, “When did you 

get here (Capernaum)?”  The question serves as a 
jumping off point for Jesus to say that they were only 
interested in the material benefits of the feeding 
without seeing that it was a symbol of the “food that 
endures for eternal life.”  In his answer is the summary 
of his whole ministry.  He will come to bring eternal 
life, that is, the fullness of life to people, and this will 
be brought about through the cross, when the Son of 
Man who is lifted up will draw all people to himself.  
The misunderstanding of the crowd continues in the 
next question posed by the crowds who seek some 
easy way to perform the works of God (such as the 
multiplication of loaves).  The work of God is not 
simply to materially feed the people.  The Johannine 
Jesus responds with another fundamental theme of 
the gospel – “This is the work of God, that you believe 
in the one sent.”  At the conclusion of the gospel, the 
evangelist will comment, “But these things are written 
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief 
you may have life in his name.” (John 20:31)  In John, 
believing, never a noun (that is faith), is the aim of the 
whole gospel and challenges readers to accept the 
extraordinary claim that in the very text of the gospel 
they encounter the transcendent God in the person of 
the Word made flesh.  The crowd continue to 
misunderstand when they oppose this “work” with the 
gift of manna in the desert (a miraculous work of God), 
which Jesus again counters by saying that the manna 
was not a miracle of Moses, but God’s gift of bread 
from heaven, and that God’s bread from heaven gives 
life to the world, and he is the Bread of Life.  Whoever, 
then, comes to Jesus will never hunger, and whoever 
believes in Jesus will never thirst.  Two major themes 
are woven into the tapestry of this discourse which 
help to shape eucharistic theology today.  In the 
Jewish tradition the manna in the desert came to be 
associated with the giving of the Torah, so that 
believers are nurtured by God’s teaching as were their 
ancestors in the wilderness, and the wisdom of God is 
often portrayed by the metaphor of food.  In this part 
of the discourse, while speaking of the bread of life, 
Jesus uses language of believing, drawing near, and 
listening – terms which are associated more with 
assimilation of wisdom than eating.  The full 
participation in eating the body and drinking the blood 
of Jesus follows upon personal commitment and love 
which draws a person to absorb the teaching of Jesus 
and imitate his life given to others. 

John’s Jesus says today that the bread of God that 
comes down from heaven “gives life to the world” and 
“whoever comes to me will never hunger, and 
whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  Here in lies 
the basis of our eucharistic discipline and the tension 
with this Johannine theology.  Should people who 
have been nurtured by the teaching of Jesus be 
excluded from eucharistic participation?  Can 
Christians be urged to respond full to John 6:1-51 and 
be denied the gift of John 6:52-59? Baptized 
Christians, in the words of our second reading, form a 
new people “created in God’s way in righteousness 
and holiness of truth.”  How will they participate in the 
fullness of this life? 
 This past week were two events in the life of 
Bishop Gruss.  First, Monday, July 26 was the second 
anniversary of his installation as bishop of Saginaw.  
On Wednesday, July 28, was the 10th anniversary of 
his ordination as Bishop and becoming the bishop of 
the Diocese of Rapid City, SD.  Let us keep our 
shepherd in our prayers as he continues to be open to 
God at work in his life.  May God’s Spirit be upon him. 
 As I write these few words, the main parking lot is 
scheduled to be sealcoated on Wednesday, July 28.  
As we have to let the sealcoating cure, we will have a 
couple of weeks without lines for parking.  Please be 
careful and try to remember where the lines were until 
they appear again. 
 Last Saturday, during Mass, we had a Tornado 
Warning go off.  According to the directions, we were 
supposed to move to the basement / lower level of the 
Church building.  My concern is that many of our 
people would not have been able to negotiate the 
steps to the lower level.  We were blessed to not have 
a tornado, but it does bring up the question, “what 
should we do the next time we have a tornado 
warning during Mass?” This is something that we will 
have to pursue and come up with a plan to keep 
everyone safe.  Have a great week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed- 
recorded-masses 

 

FINDING JESUS… 

Can you find Jesus 
hidden in our bulletin?  

 
Jesus was in the parking lot 
blurb. 

 

Bible Study & Sharing 
Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

 
All are Welcome…
Come as you can…
Join us in the Parish 
Office Meeting Room.   

Bible Study & Sharing 
is an informal morning reviewing 
the scriptures for Sunday.  Coffee 
and tea are always on.  Invite your 
family and friends. 

 

PARISH OFFICE 
Summer Hours 

 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 

Friday 
Closed 

 

Inquiries for those wishing to learn more about 
the Catholic tradition will begin soon for adults 
and youth who are unbaptized or baptized in 
another Christian tradition and wish to prepare 
for the sacraments of First Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation. 

Please contact the Parish Office 799-2460 X1, starcia@stasaginaw.org or 
fill out the information and return to the Parish Office. 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________ 

Phone  ______________    Cell Phone  ______________ 

In Remembrance 
 

David S. Berent 

Son of: Jean Berent and brother of: Jim Brent 
 

May his family and friends experience God’s consoling presence during 
this time of loss. 

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace.  Amen. 

Mission Coop 

Every year all the parishes of the diocese welcome a 
mission group into their parish.  In two weeks on August 
14/15, the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales will be here at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.   

The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales are a religious 
community of men who were founded in France in 1876 to live and spread 
the optimistic spirituality of St. Francis de Sales.  The Oblates are spread 
throughout the world and send priests, brothers, and sisters to staff 
missions in Africa, South America, and India.  They serve some of the 
poorest people in the world as parish priests, ministers, educators, and 
social workers.  Each year they visit parishes around the United States to 
share the needs of the worldwide Church, to request the support of prayer 
and to receive financial assistance for the needs of the missions.  

The Oblates thank you in advance for welcoming the missionaries and 
being part of the command of Jesus to "go out into the world and preach 
the Gospel to the whole of creation." 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Pray for 
Peace

Return of Liturgical Practices 07-18-21

 Individuals may light their own votive candles 
at the Sacred Heart statue or Blessed Mother 
statue.

 Dismissing those who wish to bring communion 
to a loved one and are an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion.  Please see Fr. 
Rick or Fr. Kevin before Mass for more 
information.

A Befriender Ministry Informational Evening will be held at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish in Saginaw on Thursday, August 26, 
2021 at 7 p.m.

At times, everyone experiences difficult and transitional situations. 
BeFriender Ministry offers a caring companion to listen, empathize, 
and be a reminder of a loving and supportive faith community. 
Befriender ministers are trained listeners who offer support to 
people through active listening, prayer and presence. 

An informational evening is being offered to share the history of 
Befrienders in the Diocese of Saginaw, an overview of the program, 
what to expect in a training and stories from Befriender Ministers on 
how this has impacted their lives and ministry. Join us to prayerfully 
discover how God may be calling you to this amazing ministry. No 
commitment is required. There is no cost to attend but registration 
is necessary. For more information or to register please contact 
Lori Becker, Respect Life Coordinator at 989.797.6652.

St Thomas Aquinas Food Program

The food collection for August 7/8 will be for the 
EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank you for your 
continuing support.  

#10 cans - Corn, Green Beans, Carrots, Peas, 
Pork & Beans

#10 cans- Peaches, Pears, Fruit Cocktail,  
Applesauce

Juice/Kool-Aid Pouches Small Bottled Water

Yams / Sweet Potatoes Pudding & Fruit Cups

Any kind of Packaged Cookies       Cooking Spray

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. 
Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East 
Side Soup Kitchen.

Collection: 
August 14/15 Brown Bag Bunch

Just because 
the past 

didn’t turn out 
like you wanted it to.  

Doesn’t mean 
your future 

can’t be 
better than you 

imagined.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
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Readings for 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  Exodus 16:2-4. 12-15 
 The book of Exodus tells of the Israelites’ escape from Egypt and 
their journey to Mount Sinai some 1200 years before Christ.  The bread 
described in today’s reading is called manna, a word derived from the 
ancient Hebrew words for “what is this?” 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 4:17, 20-24 
 In our series of readings from the letter to the Ephesians, we have 
come to a part of the letter which gives advice for daily living.  Today’s 
reading describes the effects of baptism.  In the waters of baptism, we 
symbolically die to one way of living and rise to a new way of life. 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus tells us: “Do not work for what perishes.”  Give 
your life to what endures such as the family history you are creating, the 
love and mutual respect which bonds you together, the memories you 
share and the forgiveness generously given.  These are the true treasures 
that are worth working and dying for.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Each day the people are to go out and gather their daily portion; thus will I 
test them, to see whether they follow my instructions or not.”   
     Exodus  16:4  

When the Israelites gathered more than their daily portion of manna, the 
surplus became wormy and rotten.  In the same way today, self-reliance, 
pride and ego leads to hoarding and excessive surplus of goods and 
money. Living a stewardship lifestyle helps us discern our “wants” from our 
“needs”.  Living a grateful and generous lifestyle reminds us that God will 
provide all that we need and that we have plenty to share  

A Prayer for  
Bishop Gruss 

 

O God, eternal shepherd of 
the faithful, who tend your 
Church in countless ways 
and rule over her in love, 
grant, we pray, that Robert, 
your servant, whom you 
have set over your people, 
may preside in the place of 
Christ over the flock whose 
shepherd he is, and be 
faithful as a teacher of 
doctrine, a Priest of sacred 
worship, and as one who 
serves them by governing. 
Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

[Taken from the Roman Missal III - 
#3 “For the Bishop (Especially on the 
Anniversary of Ordination)] 

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

August 14 & 28 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 

A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one 
priest available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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