
    
5376 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603 

989-799-2460  www.stasaginaw.org 

Welcome to our Parish:  If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, we want you to know how welcome you are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office.  
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, changing phone numbers or need to update family status, kindly notify the parish office. 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.): Anyone seeking information about the Catholic Faith should contact the parish office for more 
information.  Sessions meet from September through Spring. 
Baptisms: Baptisms will be scheduled after the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Parents are required to be practicing Catholics and attending Mass 
regularly.  Call the parish office to register. 
Marriage: Individuals must be registered in the parish at least six months before scheduling a wedding.  A wedding date can only be set after meeting 
with the parish priest. 
Care of the Sick / Pastoral Visits: Please notify the parish office when seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or 
a loved one has had a hospital stay and are recovering at a rehab facility or moving into an assisted living facility and wish a pastoral visit. 

Eucharistic Litur ies 
 

Saturday     4:00 PM 
Sunday     9:30 AM 

June - July - August 
 

Tuesday - Thursday      8:30 AM 
First Friday     8:30 AM 

In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 

morning Mass will be cancelled. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
   

2nd & 4th Saturday 
9:00-10:00 AM or by appointment 

 
Parish Staff 

Fr. Richard Bokinskie      Pastor 
rickb@stasaginaw.org 

 
Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski 

Parochial Vicar 
kevinw@stasaginaw.org 

 
Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF 

Pastoral Associate 
annd@stasaginaw.org 

 
Dawn Drago      Parish Secretary 

dawnd@stasaginaw.org 
 

Pat Messing      Bookkeeper 
patm@stasaginaw.org 

 
Deborah Kraklow 
Director of Music 

debk@stasaginaw.org 
 

Karen Bartels     
RCIA Director 

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator 
starcia@stasaginaw.org 

Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another,  

are called to evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning,  
promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Monday, August 9 
Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr 
Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mt 17:22-27 
 

Tuesday, August 10 
Feast of Saint Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr 
2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9; Jn 12:24-26 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Wednesday, August 11 
Memorial of Saint Clare, Virgin 
Dt 34:1-12; Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17; Mt 18:15-20 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
10:00 AM    Bible Sharing 
 

Thursday, August 12 
Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious 
Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6;Mt 18:21-19:1 

  8:30 AM  Mass 
 

Friday, August 13 Parish Office Summer Hours  
Saints Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs 
Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 and 24; Mt 19:3-12 
 

Saturday, August 14 
Memorial of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr 
Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 11; Mt 19:13-15 
Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2; Ps 132:6-7,9-10, 13-14; 
1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28 

  4:00 PM   Mass 
 

Sunday, August 15 
Solemnity of the Assumption  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16;  
1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 

  9:30 AM   Mass 
 

Week Day Mass: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and First Friday 8:30 AM.  In the event of a funeral, 
morning Mass will be cancelled. 

Individual Rite of Penance: Second and fourth 
Saturdays of the month.  In the event of a funeral, 
reconciliation will be cancelled. 

Please pray for all who have been commended to 
our prayer that they will respond to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 

T.C.; M.H.; Nancy V. & family; Sr. Mary Elizabeth; 
Troy Ostrowski; Bonnie L. & family; David D.; Deb K.; 
Rod M.; Ruth Adams; Aaron; Don S.; D.N.; Monica; 
Erin; Anna; Jean Q.; Randi; Kathy Gunther; Dave 
Brzezinski; Patricia; Al V.; Cathy R.; Jean B.; Larry 
S.; James; Rosalind; Dennis; Jim & Pat D.; Cooper; 
Todd J.; Darlene; David B., Fr. Charles, Diocese of 
Gaylord and those who are homebound and in 
assisted/nursing facilities. 
 

We are happy to list names of those who request prayers 
for one month.  The list will be purged again on August 30.  
Please remember to contact the office 799-2460 ext. 1 
when a loved one’s name no longer needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.   

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 
 

The gifts of God that the angel brought to Elijah - 
food, water, rest, and encouragement - were given, 
not for his own good alone, but to strengthen him for 
service.  How am I using my gifts to serve others?  
 

July 31 / August 1 2021 
 

Envelopes $     11,639.50 
Loose $          568.00 
Electronic (ACH) $       3,414.00 
Total: $     15,621.50 

 
Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas in your estate planning. 

LECTORS 
 

August 14/15 
Summer Schedule 

 
 

4:00 PM John Wright 
 
9:30 AM Sarah Collison 

This Week in our Parish 

If you or a loved one is in need of 
immediate prayer, please call the 
Parish Office 799-2460, ext.1 

NO  
Individual Rite of Penance  

August 14 

SUNDAY MASS 
 

Resumes September 11/12 
 

Saturday 4:00 PM 
Sunday  8:30 AM 
Sunday            11:00 AM 

The advertisements that appear in 
this bulletin completely defray all 
publishing costs which the church 
would otherwise incur. Please 
patronize the sponsors on the 
back of this bulletin and thank 
them for their kind generosity. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Father Rick’s Reflections . . .
We continue our journey through John 
6, the Bread of Life discourse.  There 
is movement to another of level of 
understanding of what Jesus means 
by “bread” – from material bread, to 
the bread that is the work of faith, and 
now to the bread that is Jesus himself.  
At this point, we should not be too 

eager to move to eucharistic references, at least not 
yet, says Raymond Brown, Johannine scholar.  The 
challenge to the people is to recognize Jesus as the 
revelation of God’s word.  When they come to him and 
accept to be taught his wisdom, his words become a 
source of life.  In his person and words, Jesus sets 
before the people a feast that will be nourishment for 
eternal life.  The religious leaders (named as “the 
Jews” by John as those who oppose Jesus) are 
foolishly certain that they know all about him because 
they know his parentage.  They have closed the ears 
of their hearts to anything Jesus has said about “my 
Father” and the unique relationship of this Father and 
Son.  They are not ready for a surprising God, for a 
God who can be present in the prosaic and ordinary, 
present in this man who claims to have been sent by 
God, to speak the words of God, to have seen God, 
and who has the temerity to endorse himself by the 
teaching of the prophets and compare himself more 
favorable with some of the wonderful events of Israel’s 
past, such as the feeding with the manna that was 
God’s gift from heaven.  From speaking of “this bread”
of his teaching, Jesus now unambiguously points to 
himself: “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven,” says Jesus.  The manna was sustenance for 
a time, but Jesus’ revelation will nourish for eternity; 
the manna fell from heaven but, as John proclaimed 
at the beginning of his gospel, Jesus is the Word who 
was with God and was God from the beginning, and 
who came from the place close to the Father’s heart 
to make God know in our human flesh. Our passage 
today concludes with Jesus speaking of the bread he 
will give for the life of the world as “my flesh.” We may 
start to hear some eucharistic hints here, but the word 
“flesh” (sarx) refers first of all to Jesus’ humanity, his 
way of being in the world and his self-gift to the world.  
This is his mission – a consequence of the Father’s 
love for the world that will lead him into his death and 
resurrection for the life of the world. How this relates 
to the Eucharist will be further revealed as we 
continue to listen to this discourse over the next few 
weeks.

Next weekend, we are 
welcoming Fr Thomas 
Helfrich, OSFS, as our annual 
Mission Appeal.  The Oblates 
of St Francis de Sales are a religious community of 
men who were founded in France to live and spread 
the optimistic spirituality of St Francis de Sales.  There 
is a brochure about the Oblates and an envelope to 
support the mission.  Since we are not “passing the 
basket” as of yet, if you use the envelope, you can 
place it in with your normal contribution envelope.  We 
also plan on having extra baskets marked for the 
mission appeal as you come into the Church.  I thank 
you for your generosity and welcome Fr Tom Helfrich 
to St Thomas Aquinas Parish. 

With the missionary coming, both Fr Kevin and I 
are using it to get a little vacation time away.  Because 
of the mission appeal, there will be no scheduled time 
of Individual Rite of Penance on Saturday, August 14. 
Have a great week.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Strong in faith 
True to our mission 

Alive!

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-
recorded-masses

FINDING JESUS…

Can you find Jesus
hidden in our bulletin? 

Jesus was in the parish 
stewardship.

Bible Study & 
Sharing

Wednesdays 10:00 
AM

All are Welcome…
Come as you can…Join us in the 
Parish Office Meeting Room.  

Bible Study & Sharing is an 
informal morning reviewing the 
scriptures for Sunday.  Coffee and 
tea are always on.  Invite your 
family and friends.

Welcome Visitors & Friends

If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We 
Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home in this community, 
we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish 
Office for more information on becoming a member.

Inquiries for those wishing to learn more about the 
Catholic tradition will begin soon for adults and 
youth who are unbaptized or baptized in another 
Christian tradition and wish to prepare for the 
sacraments of First Eucharist and/or Confirmation.

Please contact the Parish Office 799-2460 X1, 
starcia@stasaginaw.org or fill out the information and return to the Parish 
Office.

In Remembrance
Patricia “Penny” Thornmeier

Wife of: Ross

Loving Mother and grandmother

Sister of: Peggy & Bill Jones & 
family

May her family and friends 
experience God’s consoling 
presence during this time of loss.

Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon 
her.  May she rest in peace.  
Amen.

We welcome into the 
faith community through 
the waters of baptism 
Charlotte Rita, daughter 
of Matthew & Allison 
(Tillman) Van Parys and 
Sawyer Jackson, son of 
Lorenzo & Ashley 

(Woodington) Castillo.  
May God bless them and their 
family as they become a Disciple of 
Christ.

There is one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all.

Ephesians 4:5-6

VOTIVE CANDLES

St. Thomas Aquinas is blessed to 
have votive candles available for 
your personal intentions.  We 
have available to you lighting 
sticks to light your own candle 
with a donation to cover the cost 
of the candles.

Lighting a votive candle is a sign 
of someone’s “vow” to pray and a 
reminder that prayers continue to 
be offered even after leaving the 
church

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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August Family Faith Day theme: JESUS LISTENS
Family Faith Day will be held at St. Dominic Parish - St. Stephen campus (2711 Mackinaw) Monday, 
August 23 beginning at 6:30 p.m..  Come join us for fun, formation and interaction with other 
families.  This event is geared toward families who have K-5th grade children, but all ages are 
welcome. If the weather is nice we will conduct some of the event outdoors so bring something to 
sit on. Contact Chris Platko for more information.  (989)799-2334 ext. 12 or 
cplatko@stdomincsa inaw.org

Administrative Offices
989.399.2222

High School
989.791.4330

Elementary
989.792.2361

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools
www.NouvelCatholic.org

GRACE

CELEBRATE IT…

LIVE IT…

SHARE IT! 

BROWN BAG CHALLENGE
2021

store bought packaged cookies 

We ask you to help us out in another 
BROWN BAG CHALLENGE.

For the next four weeks we are asking for store 
bought packaged cookies ie: sandwich type, 
chocolate chip, oatmeal etc.  Every lunch receives a 
snack bag of a few cookies, and items are depleted 
quickly as 40 sack lunches are packed three times a 
week, for a total of 120 lunches.

Thank you
We will collect cookies for the challenge along with 
the regular weekly collections. 

Collection: 
August 21/22 Old Town Christian Outreach

FAITH FORMATION 
REGISTRATION FOR 2021-2022 

We are looking forward to gathering in 
person this year for Faith Formation!

Faith Formation sessions will be held 
on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s for children 3yrs old 
— 8th grade.  

Registration forms are available at church, or by web, 
https://www.stdominicsaginaw.org  (found in the 
Forms Tab) or by contacting Chris Platko (989)799-
2334 ext. 12  cplatko@stdominicsaginaw.or .

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811
mailto:cplatko@stdominicsaginaw.org
mailto:cplatko@stdomincsaginaw.org
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Readings for 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

First Reading:  1 Kings 19:4-8 
 The prophet Elijah lived about 800 years before Christ.  Because 
he was loyal to God, he fell into disfavor with King Ahab and Queen 
Jezebel.  He had to flee for his life to Mount Horeb (also known as Mount 
Sinai).  Today’s passage takes place as he begins his journey. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 4:30-5:2 
 This part of the letter to the Ephesians contains practical advice for 
Christian living.  The author says that actions which cause division in a 
community are simply unacceptable.  Mutual forgiveness is seen as 
essential for any group that calls itself Christian.  There is an echo here of 
part of the Lord’s prayer. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 6:41-51 

 Food is a conduit Jesus chose to communicate not only God’s 
loving, care giving and sharing, but also his abiding presence with us.  
When we eat the food that is Jesus, with faith in our minds and hope in our 
hearts, we share in a life that is eternal.  When we receive the Eucharist, 
we must allow ourselves not only to consume but also be consumed by 
the life and love of God.  In our sharing, we become one body, one with 
Jesus and one with one another. 
 

For your reflection:  What does it mean to share a life and love with 
another on such a deep level that I am changed in the process? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

“Stop murmuring” Jesus told the disciples in today’s gospel.  Complaining 
is a dead-end and constant complaining is nagging.  We might feel better, 
but others feel bitter.  Silence or grumbling will not resolve the problem. 
Address differences honestly and respectfully.  Don’t make them personal 
attacks.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Get up and eat or the journey will be too much for you!” 1 Kings 19:7  

God knows that committing to a stewardship lifestyle is difficult.  However, 
we were not designed to do it on our own, we need His help.  Fortunately, 
God gave us the greatest gift of all, His son, Jesus.  Through the gift of the 
Eucharist we join our sacrifice with the sacrifice of the Holy Mass and 
receive the strength and courage to be His joyful disciples  

Individual Rite of Penance  
(aka “confessions”)  

9:00 AM  
Second and Forth Saturdays  

of the month 
 

August 28 

Loving God, Creator of all times 
and places, we thank you for the 
gift of summertime, the days of 
light, warmth and leisure. 

Thank you for the beauty that 
surrounds us everywhere we look: 
the multi-colored flowers, the 
deep blue of the sky, the tranquil 
surface of lakes, the laughter of 
children at play, people strolling in 
parks, families gathered around 
picnic tables and the more time to 
spend with family and friends. 

As we open our eyes and ears to 
the landscape of nature and 
people, open our hearts to receive 
all as gift. Give us that insight to 
see you as the Divine Artist. Help 
us to realize and appreciate that 
you are laboring to keep all in 
existence. Warm our souls with 
the awareness of your presence. 

Let all the gifts we enjoy this 
summer deepen our awareness of 
your love so that we may share 
this with others and enjoy a 
summertime of re-creation. 

AMEN  



Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  August 8, 2021 



 

 The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales 

The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales are a religious 
community of men who were founded in France in 
1876 to live and spread the optimistic spirituality of 
St. Francis de Sales.  The Oblates are spread 
throughout the world and send priests, brothers, 
and sisters to staff missions in Africa, South America, 
and India.  They serve some of the poorest people in 
the world as parish priests, ministers, educators, and 
social workers.  Each year they visit parishes around 
the United States to share the needs of the 
worldwide Church, to request the support of prayer 
and to receive financial assistance for the needs of 
the missions.  

The Oblates thank you in advance for welcoming the 
missionaries and being part of the command of 
Jesus to "go out into the world and preach the 
Gospel to the whole of creation." 

2200 Kentmore Parkway, Wilmington DE 19806 

oblatemissions@oblates.org 

Every year all the parishes of the 
diocese welcome a mission group into 
their parish.  In two weeks, on August 
14/15, we welcome Father Thomas 
Helfrich, O.S.F.S. of the Oblates of St. 
Francis de Sales here at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish.   
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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