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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united 
by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, 
promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and 
respecting all creation. 



Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 We now return to the Bread of 
Life discourse from the Gospel of John.  
Today, it is the time of decision-making 
for those listening to Jesus’ bread of life 
discourse.  It’s not only for his 
opponents, but his followers as well, his 
own disciples who are scandalized by his 
words.  They complain that it is an 
intolerable teaching, too hard, too 
offensive to accept.  They have been 
nourished at the table of Torah wisdom 
and are not prepared to accept any new 
spiritual food.  After all the talk about 
“flesh,” Jesus now says that it has nothing 
to offer.  But this is from a purely human 
point of view from Jesus that what he has 
been saying makes no sense.  He will not 
conform to the expectation of those who 
want to judge him according to their own 
superficial experiences.  Jesus descended 
from heaven to speak the words of spirit 
and life in a way no one else can, but 
some of those listening to him would like 
to see him ascend to heaven as the 
Jewish tradition held that their revelatory 
ancestor Moses had ascended.  Jesus 
basically leaves his followers free – 
neither asking them to stay nor giving 
them permission to go.  Their choice is 
personally theirs – and ours.   
 
 Then, Jesus asks those who are 
still with him a very moving question – 
“Do you also want to leave?”  It is Simon 
Peter who answers, and for the first time 
in John’s gospel someone explicitly 
accepts Jesus for the most foundational 
and significant of reasons – because he is 
the Holy One of God who offers them the 
words of eternal life.  It is on this point 
that we end the Bread of Life Discourse, 
probably to end on a positive note.  We 
need also to hear the last two verses to 
realize that even at the moment of this 
profession of profound faith, the church 
is haunted by the reality of betrayal that 
lurks in the background and is always a 
tragic possibility for any of Jesus’ 
disciples.  Peter will huddle in the dark 
corner of denial.  Judas will betray his 
master.  Continuing with Jesus is an 
ongoing struggle with the possibility of 
right or wrong decisions for or against 
Jesus. 

 How many times have we felt 
like walking away from the Eucharist – 
tired of words about it that seem empty 
of spirit and life, bored with poor 
celebrations of it, some leaving because 
change is too slow, others because it is 
too fast.  We are like the people listening 
to Jesus in this gospel. We can be 
tempted to want Jesus to conform to our 
expectations of how he should be 
present in and to his church in word and 
sacrament.  We may be intolerant of his 
willingness to be present in the poverty 
of so many Eucharistic liturgies – which is 
not to say that we do not do all we can to 
have good liturgies.  The greatest 
betrayal is our failure to realize that 
when we are not in communion with our 
sisters and brothers, we fail to be in 
communion with the Body of Christ.   
 
 Last weekend, having the 
opportunity to worship with a different 
community in northern Michigan, the 
priest mentioned that the parish had 
received a letter from the bishop of their 
diocese stating that starting Monday 
(August 16) because of their location in a 
“hot spot” for COVID, that, following CDC 
recommendations, they are 
recommending that masks be worn in 
gatherings of people indoors.  The pastor 
went on to say it was a 
“recommendation” and not a 
“requirement.”  It just brings home the 
need for all of us to be diligent in 
protecting ourselves and one another as 
COVID continues to rear its head.  We 
have not made any changes to our 
protocols, but remember masks are 
optional for anyone who is fully 
vaccinated. 
 
 Lately, I have had some requests 
to resume the praying of the rosary aloud 
before our daily masses.  For the time 
being, we are not returning to that 
practice, partly because we are not 
opening the Church until 30 minutes 
before Mass and, partly that some 
people enjoy the quiet time and seek 
that space.  Sometime through the years, 
the public recitation of the rosary 
became the “replacement” of praying the 
Litany of the Hours or what was called 
the Breviary.  The Liturgy of the Hours is 
one of the public prayers of the Church 
along with the Liturgy of the Word and 

the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  The rosary 
has always been a private, devotional 
prayer form dating back to the Middle 
Ages when the laity were not able to pray 
the Breviary because of the language.  It 
was created to help the laity reflect upon 
the mysteries pertaining to Christ starting 
with the annunciation of Mary through 
his birth, passion, death and resurrection 
to his Ascension and coming of the Holy 
Spirit.  Today, I watch many people out 
walking while praying the rosary and 
meditating on the mysteries of each 
decade.  For the present time, let’s let 
the rosary be a private prayer devotion 
where each person can quietly reflect 
upon the different aspects of the life of 
Jesus. 
 
 My thanks to everyone who 
welcomed and helped out Fr Tom last 
weekend.  If you still wish to make a 
donation to the missionary work of the 
Oblates of St Francis de Sales, you can 
drop your donation in a marked envelope 
for the Missionary.  After reading about 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti, I 
remember that they minister in Haiti as 
well.  Thanks for your generosity. 
 
 Believe it or not, school begins 
for NCCE on Monday.  This means that 
the parking lot will become a bit more 
crazy in the morning as parents drop off 
children and in the afternoon as the 
students are picked up.  Please drive 
slowly and carefully in the parking lot.  
Have a great week! 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

2 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



In Our Parish
Tuesday, August 24

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, August 25
8:30 AM Mass

10:00 AM Bible Sharing

Thursday, August 26
8:30 AM Mass

Saturday, August 28
9:00 AM Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, August 29
9:30 AM Mass

Lectors
August 28

4:00 PM Tom Conley

August 29 
9:30 AM Tony Champagne

Sympathy
We ask for your prayers for the family and 
friends of Maureen Andrus, Kathleen Kaul, 
mother of Jeremy & Amanda Kaul; 
Colin, Camden, Gibson, Eastson & Tate, and 
former parishioner, Anne Thelen.

May their families and friends experience 
God’s consoling presence during this time 
of loss.

Scripture Readings
For the Week of August 22, 2021

Sunday Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b; Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 
18-19, 20-21, 22-23; Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32; Jn 6:60-69

Monday Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; 
Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51

Wednesday Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest
1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab; Mt 23:27-32

Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17; Mt 24:42-51

Friday Memorial of Saint Monica
1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12; Mt 25:1-13

Saturday Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Mt 25:14-30

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17-18,21b-22, 27; 
Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

August 22, 2021  • Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 3

We welcome into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Paisley Rae
& Henry Lee, children of Michael and 
Melissa (Ray) Walter. 

May God bless them and their family as 
they become Disciples of Christ.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayers 
Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Aaron 
Ruth Adams 
Al V. 
Anna 
Jean B. 
Cooper 
Darlene 
David B. 
Dennis 
Jim & Pat D. 
Erin 
Kathy Gunther 
James 
Todd J. 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth 
Troy Ostrowski 
Deb K. 
Bonnie L. & Family 
Rod M. 
Monica 
D.N. 
Patricia 
Jean Q. 
Cathy R. 
Rosalind 
Don S. 
Larry S. 
Nancy V. & Family 
T.C. 
M.H. 
Fr. Charles D. -  
 Diocese of Gaylord 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on August 
30.  Please remember to 
contact the office 799-
2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In and Around Our Parish 
Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary  ●  First Day of Class Monday, August 23 

SAFETY FIRST: School is back in session and the children will start classes at 7:50 AM.  Please 
beware of the increased traffic in the mornings and at dismissal at 3:05 PM.  The school families 
know the parking lot procedures ,and if we all are cautious at these times we will have a safe 
and successful school year. 
 
Lending Library  ●  Church Lower Level 

Starting in September the Lending Library and monthly Book Cart will resume.  Please visit the 
newly organized Lending Library shelves and pick up a book, enjoy and return at your 
convenience.  At this time, we are not accepting new donations of books. 
 
Low Gluten Altar Bread  

STA has communion hosts with less than 0.01% gluten content available for parish members 
whose health needs require low gluten altar breads.  Please contact the Parish Office or see 
Father with instructions as how to receive at Mass. 
 
Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room.   
Bible Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday.  Coffee and 
tea are always on.  Invite your family and friends. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  August 28/29 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-
top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; 
and mayonnaise. 
 
We will end our Brown Bag Bunch summer Challenge on the weekend of September 4th / 5th. 
We are still collecting store package cookies ie: sandwich type, chocolate chip, oatmeal etc. 
along with the regular list of items needed.  Please keep the BBB on your shopping list and pick 
up a package or two. 
 
Brown Bag Bunch Volunteers Needed 

Please contact the parish office of one of the BBB volunteers for more information. 
 
Catholic Grief Recovery Series  ●  Our Lady of Peace Parish, Bay City, MI 

A Catholic Grief Recovery Series will be held at Our Lady of Peace in Bay City.  The series runs 
Mondays, September 13 - October 25, 2021 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.  This series is for any adult who 
is grieving a loss due to death that occurred three months ago or longer.  The series will help 
those who are grieving to better understand grief, learn coping skills and develop the ability to 
move forward.  For more information or to register please contact Linda Knepfler at 
989.892.6031.  Presented by Our Lady of Peace Parish in collaboration with the Office of 
Respect Life, Catholic Diocese of Saginaw.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ........................ Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .....Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate ..... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ......................Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper ............................. Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Director of Music ............Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director......................... Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday......................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday ........................................... 9:30 AM
(June  •  July  •  August)
Tuesday - Thursday........................ 8:30 AM
First Friday ..................................... 8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .............9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Lunches for the Needy
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at 8:30 
AM in the Church lower level.

AA & Al-Anon
Wednesday .....................................7:00 PM
(In the Church Lower Level.)

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices ..........989.399.2222
High School ...........................989.791.4330
Elementary ............................989.792.2361

Parish
Stewardship

In today’s first reading, Joshua 
challenges the people to decide 
whom they will serve. Recalling 
God’s faithfulness to them and to 
their ancestors, the people 
declare, “We also will serve the 
Lord, for he is our God.”  May we, 
too, be mindful of God’s gifts to us 
and renew our commitment to 
serve Him with grateful hearts. 

August 14 & 15, 2021
Envelopes...................... $13,697.00
Loose.................................. $336.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $5,828.00
Mission Appeal    ............ $4,268.00
Priest’s Retirement ............ $100.00
Total .............................. $24,229.00

Please remember St. Thomas

Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week
Beyer Roofing

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1 August 22, 2021  •  Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the Twenty-first Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
First Reading:  Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 

After Moses died, God selected Joshua to lead the Israelites across the 
Jordan River into the Promised Land.  Years later, as his own death 
approached, Joshua wished to ensure that the people would not forget 
all that God had done for their ancestors.  In today's reading, we will 
hear Joshua, then the people, renew the covenant made at Mount 
Sinai.  
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:21-32 

In the letter to the Ephesians, the last part deals with family relationships, 
and is conditioned by the household structure of the time—wives, children, 
slaves—with the husband as “patriarch” over all.  Today’s excerpt talks 
about husbands and wives.  Later, this letter will talk about the relationship 
between children and parents, and between slaves and masters.  What we 
learn is not that we should re-create ancient structures.  Rather, we learn 
the timeless truth that Christ’s love for us should affect the way we love one 
another. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 6:60-69 

This passage marks a turning point for the disciples of Jesus.  It is time to 
make a decision — to join the skeptics and leave Jesus, or to commit 
themselves to Jesus.  A faithful disciple understands that God is the only 
constant source of anything and everything that is good.  While Peter didn’t 
fully understand what Jesus was saying, his love for and trust in Jesus 
superseded what his mind couldn't fully grasp.  “To whom else could he go?”  
Do we stay with Jesus, or part company with the Bread of Life?  The choice is 
ours. 
 
For your reflection:  Has there been a situation in my life when all I could do 
is echo Peter’s response, “Lord, to whom else shall I go?”  what was it? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Even though many found the teachings of Jesus “difficult”, He did not back 
down. In our families it is important to say what is difficult to hear, to speak 
the truth with kindness, to correct with love and guide with understanding  
Stewardship Reflections 

“If it does not please you to serve the Lord, decide today whom you will 
serve…As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”   
        Joshua 24:15  
 

When we commit to serve the Lord, we must be willing to become a disciple 
in the work of the Lord.  A disciple is a person who spends time in prayer 
every day, joyfully participates in charitable works and generously supports 
their local parish and Church mission.  If we say we serve God, we must 
actually do something and not merely talk about it!  

Individual  

Rite of  Penance  
9:00 AM 

Second and Forth Saturdays  
of the month 

August 28 
 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 
 
A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one priest 
available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   
 
While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

Serving Students Pre-K through grade 12
Founded in faith with excellence in
academics, athletics and the arts!

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

Shadow Days • Campus Tours • Financial Aid
& Scholarship Opportunities Available

NouvelCatholic.org

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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