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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 Last week, 
Jesus asked his 
disciples, “Who do 
people say that I 
am? … But who do 
you say that I am?”  
The first one’s 
answers are 
generic – John the 
Baptist, others 
Elijah, etc.  Then 
he gets personal.  Peter responds, “You 
are the Christ.”  Jesus begins teaching that 
the Son of Man must suffer greatly and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and be killed, and rise 
after three days.  Peter couldn’t take this 
kind of talk.  He takes Jesus aside and tries 
to change his mind.  Jesus wasn’t going to 
go down that road (“rebukes him” says the 
scriptures).  Now, Peter who proclaimed 
Jesus as Messiah, is now embarrassed in 
front of all the disciples.  The disciples 
learned a lesson – the Kingdom is going to 
happen as Jesus and the Father plan it to 
happen not as human beings wish it 
would happen. 
 
 This week, the crowds are gone, 
and Jesus is journeying with his disciples, 
focusing his full attention on them.  Just 
before this gospel passage, the disciples 
could not cure the epileptic boy to which 
Jesus’ response implies that it was 
because of their lack of prayer and faith.   
 
 Then, he again names himself as 
the Son of Man, with memories of the 
Daniel figure who comes to announce 
the end of one age and the beginning of 
another.  He looks beyond his earlier 
reference to rejection by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and says 
that he will be “handed over to men” and 
to be put to death, and in three days will 
rise again.  This time, silence, dense and 
dumb, descend upon the disciples.  Not 
even Peter summons up an argument.  
They don’t understand what Jesus is 
saying, and what it worse, they are afraid 
to ask and learn what Jesus means – and 
what might be the implications for them 
if they keep on following a master who 
seems headed for suffering.  We also 
know the temptation in difficult times to 

stop questioning and questing, and to 
hope that the disturbing problems will go 
away and leave us to a complacent life in 
our comfort zones.   
 
 
 Jesus will not allow this.  When 
they are alone together, “inside the 
house,” he questions the Twelve who, 
“on the way,” have miraculously found 
their tongues in order to argue with one 
another about which one of them is the 
greatest!  The silence thickens.  It seems 
that the disciples have been deaf to 
everything that Jesus has said about his 
vulnerability and powerlessness.  Jesus 
then sits down, taking up the position of 
a rabbinical teacher, and calls the 
Twelve to himself just as he had done 
initially.  The disciples (and us) need to 
be shocked out of their competitiveness 
and power-seeking by action that will 
proclaim that, in the reign of God, to be 
first is to be last of all and servant of all.  
Then Jesus does something almost 
unheard of in first-century Palestinian 
culture where children alone with 
women and slaves, had almost no social 
status.  Jesus wraps his arms around a 
disregarded child.  Here “inside the 
house,” a symbol of the domestic 
church, is a parable in action which 
teaches that what should characterize 
the ecclesial household – inclusion and 
equality, not exclusion and superiority.   

 Again, the challenge is what is 
human beings’ “thinking.” What is 
thinking that draws us away from God’s 
ways and desires? Although human 
“thinking” in itself is not necessarily 
negative – avoiding suffering and death 
is not inherently wrong – what seems to 
be the case is that whenever (divine) 
values and (human) preferences come 
into conflict, one chooses God’s 
thinking.  Values and preferences are 
not always at odds, but when they are, 
the choice must be made for the things 
of God. 

 The kingdom of “God’s 
thinking” is the kingdom of paradox.  I 
came across this quote from Tomáš 
Halik, a Czech priest and theologian: “If 
we have never had the feeling that what 
Jesus wants of us is absurd, crazy, and 
impossible, then we’ve probably either 
been too hasty in taming or diluting the 
radical nature of his teaching by means 

of soothing intellectualizing 
interpretations, or, (mostly naively, 
illusory, or even hypocritically) we have 
too easily forgotten just to what extent 
– in our thinking, customs, and actions – 
we are rooted ‘in this world’ where 
totally different rules apply.” (Night of 
the Confessor) 
 
 Two weekends ago at the 4:00 pm 
Mass, we had the selection of a new 
member for our Pastoral Council.  We had 
two people that had accepted nomination – 
Richard Koester and Connie Ruth.  By the 
guidance of the Spirit, Connie Ruth has 
been added to our Pastoral Council.  Every 
year when we ask for nominations for 
Pastoral Council, we have so many people 
that say “no” to the invitation.  The Pastoral 
Council is an important and integral part of 
the parish.  I would again ask for your 
prayers for our Pastoral and Finance 
Councils as they begin their work for this 
new year. 
 
 As we continue to move out of 
COVID, we are trying to return to some 
normalcy in terms of Church ministries.  
Starting in early October, we will be adding 
another lector and three more 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
at our weekend Masses which means that 
we will need more people to help.  We are 
going to need more Ushers for the Sunday 
Masses.  Also, we are going to need Altar 
Servers for the Masses.  Not to worry, we 
will be retraining our veteran servers and 
training any new people that would like to 
join this ministry.  If you can help us out in 
any of these ministries, please contact the 
parish office. 
 
 Last week was a crazy one with the 
storms knocking out our power for over 25 
hours and the cleanup that followed from 
the storms.  We appreciate everyone’s 
patience as we worked to get our buildings 
safe and secured again.   
 
 Believe it or not, the first official 
day of fall is Wednesday, September 22! 
The leaves will soon be changing.  There will 
be a chill in the air and the earth will die off 
to rest over the wintertime.  Have a blessed 
week  
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, September 21

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, September 22
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, September 21
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE 

Saturday, September 25
9:00 AM Rite of Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, September 26
8:30 AM Mass

11:00 AM Mass

Mission Statement
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our 
love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s 
truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation.

Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of September 19, 2021

Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 2;12, 17-20; Ps 54:3-4. 5, 6-8;Jas 3:16-4:3; Mk 9:30-37

Monday Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, 
and Paul Chŏng Ha-Sang, and Companions, Martyrs
Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6; Lc 8:16-18

Tuesday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13

Wednesday Ezr 9:5-9; Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6

Thursday Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk 9:7-9

Friday Hg 2:1-9; Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4; Lk 9:18-22

Saturday Zec 2: 5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Nm 11:25-29; Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14; Jas 5:1-6; 
Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
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Sunday Mass
Saturday 4:00 PM
Sunday 8:30 AM

Sunday 11:00 AM
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Prayers 
Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Aaron 
Dennis 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Ethan  
Jack 
T. Novak & Family 
Erin 
T.C. 
M.H. 
Chris Radke 
Tyler Martin K. 
John W. 
Marian Moll 
Valarie C. 
Allan B. 
Gary H. 
Rick K. 
Jason M. 
Harold G. 
Pat W. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 27.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

 

In and Around Our Parish 
 

St. Thomas Aquinas Sacramental Prep 

Last call to register for Reconciliation and Eucharist Sacramental classes.  Contact Sr. Ann deGuise 
at annd@stasaginaw.org or 799-2460 ext. 3.  
 
Anniversary Blessings  

May God continue to bless Lynn & Esther Resseguie as they celebrate 60 years of faith filled 
marriage.  Lynn & Esther were married September 9, 1961 at the former St. Joseph Church, East 
Tawas, Michigan. 
 
Parent Baptism Preparation Class 

The next preparation class will be Monday, November 22 at 7:00 PM.  Please contact the Parish 
Office to register at 989-799-2460 ext. 4.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly. 
 
Children’s Bulletins 

Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 
and 7-12.  Bulletins are available in the narthex.   
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  September 26 & 26 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-
top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; 
and mayonnaise. 
 
Faith Formation at St. Dominic Parish 

Begins with Mass and an Open House on Tuesday, September 21st at 5:30 at St. Dominic Parish 
(St. Stephen Church).  Please be sure to bring your registration forms along with you.  If you do 
not have a form yet, contact Chris at (989)799-2334.  Looking forward to seeing all our families 
soon! 
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Special News  

Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each 
person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to 
the Gospel.  This year, the Church will celebrate Catechetical Sunday on 
September 19, 2021, and the theme is: “Say the Word and My Soul Shall be 
Healed." 
 
Prayer for Catechists 
Loving Father, we pray today for our catechists.  We thank you for their gift of 
ministry in your Church. Grant them your wisdom that they may grow in the understanding and 
teaching of your Word.  Grant them also your love that they may be fruitful heralds of your Word and 
lead others to love you.  Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon them to grant them wisdom about what is 
important; knowledge of the truths of faith; understanding of their meaning; right judgement about 
how to apply them in life; courage to persevere even in the face of adversity; reverence before all 
that is sacred and holy; and that loving zeal which leads others to a transforming encounter with your 
Son. We pray this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Image:  Christ Healing 
the Blind, El Greco, The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  To order publication no. 7-693, visit  store.USCCB.org  or call 800-235-
8722. 
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ........................ Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .....Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate ..... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ......................Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper ............................. Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Director of Music ............Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director......................... Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday......................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday ........................................... 9:30 AM
(June  •  July  •  August)
Tuesday - Thursday........................ 8:30 AM
First Friday ..................................... 8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .............9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly. 
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools 

www.NouvelCatholic.org 
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222 
High School ........................... 989.791.4330 
Elementary ............................ 989.792.2361 

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship

Today’s second reading warns that 
a heart consumed with avarice and 
envy leads to jealousy, strife, 
conflicts and disputes.  A giving 
heart, in contrast can sing instead 
with the psalmist, “Freely will I 
offer you sacrifice; I will praise your 
name, O Lord, for its goodness.” 

September 11 & 12 , 2021
Envelopes...................... $11,250.00
Loose.................................. $552.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $563.00
Total .............................. $12,365.00

Please remember St. Thomas

Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Kable Landscaping

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Individual  

Rite of  Penance  
9:00 AM 

Second and Forth Saturdays  
of the month 

September 25 
 

October 9  ●  Cancelled 
October 23 

 

Following COVID-19 guidelines: 
masks worn at all times and social 
distancing. 
 
A reconciliation room is setup in 
the church narthex, with one priest 
available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   
 
While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may either wait in 
your vehicles or stand outside 
practicing social distancing. 
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Readings for the Twenty-fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First Reading:  Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

The book of Wisdom was addressed to a group of Jews living in the pagan 
city of  Alexandria, Egypt.  They were being tempted to abandon their 
religious beliefs and practices.  In today’s passage, an unidentified person, 
referred to as the “just one”, challenges them to remain faithful to their 
traditional values.  Although the Book of Wisdom was written about 50 
years before Christ, early Christians thought this person sounded a lot like 
Jesus.  

 
Second Reading: James 3: 16-4:3 

Today we continue a series of readings from the letter of James.  This part 
of the letter deals with sins that threaten harmony in a Christian 
community.  It reads almost like a brief homily on the spirit of the 
beatitudes. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 9:30-37 

A somber Jesus speaks of his death and resurrection, while those closest to 
him argue about their own greatness and status and dream of a kingdom of 
power.  To emphasize the point, Jesus places a little child in the midst of 
them.  A child has no influence in their society.  This had to be shocking to 
them.  The disciples are to seek their greatness or status through service to 
those who have the least status.  The helpless child would also be the person 
I whom they would meet and welcome Jesus himself. 
 
For your reflection:  What service am I doing that would please Jesus and 
show that I am a disciple of Jesus? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

If we want to be happy at home, we must commit (“lose ourselves”) to our 
family.  If we try to be independent from others (“save ourselves”) we end up 
lonely and alone.  Happiness is found in commitments.  The gospel is true: 
We save our life by losing it!  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”  
         Mark 9:35  
 
Jesus teaches us that we are called to love one another.  Love involves 
sacrifice. Sacrifice is a word that many of us don’t like to hear.  We think it 
means that we must give up something that we want. However, the literal 
meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” from the words “sacer” = sacred and 
“facere” = to make.  In other words, we make our lives holy by sharing our 
gifts in the service of God.  
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                     September 22 – October 31 

 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 

You can protect mothers and children by joining this worldwide 

mobilization to pray and fast for an end to abortion!  

With God’s help, through prayer, fasting and community outreach   

40 Days for Life saves babies from abortion, converts abortion 

workers and closes abortion centers.  

The community of St. Thomas Aquinas will gather as a sign of 

God’s love to pray for the end of abortion.   

  

Wednesday, October 6th 

And  

Friday, October 22nd   

 

Vigil Location: Outside of the Woman’s Center 

                           3099 Cabaret Trail South Saginaw, MI 48603 

 

Vigil Hours: 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Local Contacts:  Alyce Wechter 989-327-4636 

                             Pari Sitarski 989-770-6090  

 

For more information and additional vigil hours please go to 

www.40daysforlife.com/saginaw 
 

 

Additional Information: 

PARKING: Please utilize the street.  

 

WHERE TO STAND & PRAY: Please stand in the grass area along 

the road, which is the public right of way. We cannot cross the tree 

lined barrier and must stay on the easement.  

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: We will peacefully pray, sing, and 

worship as we seek God to end abortion, change the hearts of abortion-

minded mothers and fathers to see their child as a blessing and not a 

burden, and pray for the conversion of abortion doctors and abortion 

clinic workers. Invite your pro-life friends, family members and 

neighbors. 

 

Invite your pro-life friends, family members and neighbors. 

Come and be a voice for the voiceless. 

 

 

KICK OFF RALLY 
Sunday, September 19th, at 2:00 PM 

 
LIFECHAIN RALLY 

Sunday, October 3rd at 2:00-3:30pm 
 
 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves; 

ensure justice for those being crushed. 

Proverbs 31:8 
 

 

 

We hope to see you there! 

http://www.40daysforlife.com/saginaw
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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