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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, 
united by our love for God and one another, are 
called to evangelize through worship, service, life-
long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and 
justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 Today, we have another story of 
how the Pharisees were confronting Jesus 
over his interpretation of Scripture.  The 
topic for today is divorce.  Jesus throws 
the question back to them by asking what 
the Mosaic Law commanded.  The 
Pharisees reply that a man is permitted to 
give his wife a bill of divorce and send her 
away.  Jesus shifts the discussion away 
from this law, the interpretations of 
which could range from the permissive to 
the stringent.  He goes beyond the 
question, “Is it lawful?” and beyond 
legalistic arguments to the plan of God 
for relationships between men and 
women.  The focus is marriage, not 
divorce.   
 The prophet Malachi had 
denounced divorce, appealing to the 
creation story that we have heard in our 
first reading.  Jesus also takes a prophetic, 
countercultural stance, and refers to this 
same Torah text.  This encounter with the 
Pharisees comes in the section of Mark’s 
gospel where the focus in on the cost of 
discipleship and fidelity in marriage is 
never a cheap grace. Jesus refers to 
Moses’ concession about divorce as 
something that was allowed because of a 
sickness of the heart – hardness of the 
heart.  The same words are used to 
describe their ancestors’ wilderness 
rebellion in Psalm 95.  In the divine plan 
for whole and healthy human relations in 
marriage, God did not intend divorce, 
says Jesus. 
 “In the house” with his disciples, 
Jesus expands his teaching, probably 
reflecting the Marcan concern to 
strengthen.  The marriage commitment 
in Christian communities in the Greco-
Roman world where divorce was 
common, and women could also divorce 
their husbands.  Jesus’ message is not 
only uncompromising, but 

countercultural, passing a subtle 
judgment on the double standard that 
allows one course of action for men but 
denies the same for women.  Not only 
does a woman who has been divorced 
by her husband and marries another 
man commit adultery; it also works the 
other way, says Jesus.  That he should 
accuse of adultery a man who divorced 
his wife and marries another woman, 
offended patriarchal honor.  Both the 
man and the woman have equal rights 
and responsibilities to God’s plan for 
their unity in “one flesh.” 
 Jesus’ teaching on marriage and 
divorce flows directly into the 
description of his blessing of the young 
children.  Here again we see the 
obtuseness of the disciples.  They had 
forgotten the words and action of Jesus 
when he placed and embraced a little 
child in their midst as a sign of their 
responsibility to and love of the 
insignificant and unimportant ones.  
They “rebuke” the people, presumably 
the children’s parents, and most likely 
their mothers, just as Peter had 
“rebuked” Jesus when Peter tried to 
exorcise Jesus about his ideas about 
suffering and death.  Here again Jesus 
turns the rebuke upon on the disciples in 
an attempt to rid them of their spirit of 
preoccupation with power and status.  
The disciples’ dismissive words to the 
people bringing the children to Jesus 
contrasts Jesus’ words of gentle 
encouragement to those who want him 
to touch their children.  We again see 
Jesus embracing the children, hugging 
them to himself those who are helpless 
and dependent.   
 We need to be reminded that Jesus 
embraced those who had no status, no 
claims to make, no power to wield.  They 
are receptive to the great gift that is 
offered – the kingdom of God.  How 
have we been touched by the power of 
God and our relationship with the 
outcast, the poor and the forgotten? 

 This weekend, I am again 
witnessing a marriage at Cross in the 
Woods Shrine Parish in Indian River – 
Kyle Wilkowski (a parishioner) and 
Mackenzie Frick.  Please keep them in 
your prayers as they begin life as 
husband and wife.  I am then going to 
take the opportunity to take a few days 
of vacation after the wedding.  Fr Kevin 
will be here and available for 
emergencies.  I will be back for next 
weekend.  
 Again, I want to remind everyone that 
we are going to be in need of Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion, lectors, and 
ushers for our Masses as we move forward 
to more “regular” celebrations.  Also, we 
will be training new and veteran altar 
servers for our post-COVID experiences.  If 
you are interested in serving in any of these 
ministries, please let the parish office know. 
 On behalf of Fr Kevin and myself, I 
want to thank you for your prayers as we 
were up north for our annual Assembly of 
Priests.  It was a great time to spend with 
our brother priests and to be challenged 
with new insights into our ministry.  Have a 
blessed week. 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, October 5

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, October 6
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, October 7
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE 

Saturday, October 9
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, October 10
8:30 AM Mass

11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

Beginning Friday, October 1, the church 
will opened from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for 
individual prayers.

Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of October 3, 2021

Sunday Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gn 2:18-24; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6; Heb 2:9-11;
Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-12

Monday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi
Jon 1:1-2:2, 11; Jon 2:3, 4, 5, 8; Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday Saint Bruno, Priest; Blessed Marie Rose
Durocher, Virgin
Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-4, 5-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4

Thursday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary
Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 11:5-13

Friday Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6 and 16, 8-9; Lk 11:15-26

Friday Memorial of Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, 
Virgin and Doctor of the Church
Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9; Lk 10:13-16

Saturday Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions,
Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest
Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Lk 11:27-28

Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Heb 4:12-13; 
Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

October 3, 2021  • Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 3

Sympathy
We ask for your prayers for the family and 
friends of Irma Kostrzewa and Fr. John 
Ederer, brother of Bernie & Judy Ederer & 
family.

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  May 
they rest in peace.  Amen.

Kyle Wilkowski and Mackenzie Frick were 
united in marriage on October 2 at The 
Cross in the Woods Church, Indian River, MI. 

May their life be blessed in holy union with 
Christ and with one another.

Individual 

Rite of  Penance 
9:00 AM

Second and Forth Saturdays 
of the month

October 9  ● Cancelled
October 23
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Prayers 
Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Aaron 
Dennis 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Ethan  
Jack 
T. Novak & Family 
Erin 
T.C. 
M.H. 
Chris Radke 
Tyler Martin K. 
John W. 
Marian Moll 
Valarie C. 
Allan B. 
Gary H. 
Rick K. 
Jason M. 
Harold G. 
Pat W. 
Al V. 
Jake R. 
Carol Kirkconnell 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
September 27.  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

In and Around Our Parish 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  October 9 & 10 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice drink 
boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 
snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked 
‘Brown Bag’. 
 
NCYC Sponsorship Weekend!! 

During the weekend of Oct. 16 & 17, students who will be attending NCYC (National Catholic 
Youth Conference) will be present following all masses.  Empowering our young church is vital, 
and we want to support them in any way possible.  One such way is to be a day sponsor.  A day 
sponsor signs up to pray for that student for a particular day on their journey.  Giving a monetary 
donation when signing up is always appreciated, but not necessary.  All the funds received will 
help defray the cost of their conference.  Thank you in advance for supporting our young church 
so that they become the older / wiser church we have today! 
 
Prayer Line / Prayer Warriors 

If you have the desire to help others from your own home, please join our Prayer Line team of 
Prayer Warriors!  We are a dedicated team of people who wish to pray for the needs of others – 
and to pray for YOU.  Please contact the parish office to join or for more information.  If you have 
prayer requests, please don’t hesitate to contact the parish office 989-799-2460 ext. 1.  We have 
a group of warriors waiting to pray for YOU. 
 

Respect Life Sunday Mass  ●  October 3 

Every October, we celebrate Respect Life Month as an opportunity to  consider more deeply why 
every human life is valuable and to reflect on how to build a culture that protects life from 
conception to natural death.  The U.S. Conference of Bishops have chosen the theme; “St. Joseph, 
Defender of Life, pray for us”, for the year beginning October 1, 2021 through September 30, 
2022 as a reminder of St. Joseph’s beautiful example of the protection of life.  Parish celebrations 
of Respect Life Sunday will continue through the month of October.  The Respect Life Sunday 
Mass at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption will be livestreamed on October 3, 2021 at 
10:30 am and for rebroadcast viewing on the diocesan website. 
 
40 Days for Life  

40 Days for Life is the beginning of the end of abortion.  You can help save lives by praying for an 
end to abortion in your community.  The prayer vigil began on Wednesday, September 22nd and 
will continue daily from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. through October 31st.  You may participate in the vigil by 
signing up for one hour of prayer at the Women’s Center at 3141 Cabaret Trail South, Saginaw, MI 
48603 to end abortion, change the hearts of abortion-minded mothers and fathers to see their 
child as a blessing and not a burden, and pray for the conversion of abortion doctors and abortion 
clinic workers.  Invite family, friends and neighbors to pray together as a group. For more details 
and to sign up visit; 40 Days for Life or contact Lori Becker, Coordinator of Diocesan Outreach at 
989-797-6652. 
 
Saginaw Diocesan Council of Catholic Women  

The Council will hold their Annual Conference on Saturday, October 30, at Holy Spirit Church 1035 
N. River Rd., Saginaw.  All women of the diocese are invited to attend.  Registration will be from 
9:15 to 9:30 a.m.  We will have a shortened day this year and will end by 12:30 p.m.  Mass will be 
celebrated.  The presenter for the morning will be Fr. Robert Byrne who will speak on the topic of 
The Choices We Make.  The cost is $10 (snack provided; no lunch).  Please RSVP to Rita Maher 
(989-635-7072) or Joyce Raducha (989-875-2650) by Tuesday, October 26.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ........................ Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .....Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate ..... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ......................Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper ............................. Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Director of Music ............Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director......................... Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday......................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday ........................................... 9:30 AM
(June  •  July  •  August)
Tuesday - Thursday........................ 8:30 AM
First Friday ..................................... 8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .............9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices ..........989.399.2222
High School ...........................989.791.4330
Elementary ............................989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship

In the Gospel today, the owner of 
the vineyard sent messengers to 
collect his share of the harvest 
from the tenant farmers; but there 
was not a single good steward on 
the property!  God is the owner, 
we are the tenants.  What sort of 
stewards are we? 

September 25 & 26 , 2021
Envelopes........................ $9,376.00
Loose.................................. $748.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $563.00
Total .............................. $10,687.00

Please remember St. Thomas

Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Michigan Truck 

Spring of Saginaw

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1 October 3, 2021  •  Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the  

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 

The first 11 chapters of Genesis have very little historical foundation but they teach religious truths in parable form.  In 
Chapter One and Chapter Two, there are two quite different accounts of creation.  Today we hear a part of the second 
account. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:9-11 

Today and for the next six Sundays, our second reading will come from the Letter to the Hebrews.  The section from 
which today’s passage is taken is perhaps the New Testament’s most profound commentary on the implications of 
Jesus becoming a human being. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 10:2-16 

The question of divorce was among the most divisive issues in Jewish society.  
There was little appreciation of love and commitment in marriage.  Marriages 
were always arranged in the husband’s favor, and the husband could divorce his 
wife for just about any reason.  The woman was treated little better than property.  
But Jesus teaches that marriage is much more than a legal contract.  Marriage is 
centered on the love of God, a love that knows neither condition nor limit in its 
ability to give and forgive.  Marriage is a total giving and sharing.  The line between 
“mine” and “yours” disappears into “us”. 
 
For your reflection:  What has made any of my long-time commitments most 
difficult to sustain?  What do these relationships require? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus encourages married couples to throw away the marriage rule book.  Rules are for those with 
“hardened hearts.”  Married couples are called to be a sacramental reflection of God’s faithful and selfless love…a place 
where people live and love beyond rules and formulas.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“So out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.”  
    Genesis 2:19 

 

The creation story reminds us of two important points.  First, since the start, God has put the entire world into our 
care.  Second, stewardship has been around since the beginning of mankind, it isn’t something recently invented by the 
Church.  Just as past generations built our Church, it is now our responsibility to continue to nurture and develop these 
gifts for future generations. 

What happens to us is not nearly  

as important as what happens through us.   
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Christ’s Mission Appeal is upon us.  This appeal is the primary way for all Catholics in the 

region to support the ministries of the Diocese of Saginaw.  

The programs and assistance the Diocese is able to provide for parishes and people 

throughout central Michigan are more widespread, and often more cost effective, than 

if a parish offered them individually. 

Annually, every parish receives an “assessment” from the Diocese indicating the amount 

of the total goal of the appeal that the parish is responsible to raise.  The assessments 

are based on several factors such as numbers of parishioners and demographics within 

the parish boundaries.  While individual parish assessments fluctuate year-to-year, the 

overall goal of Christ’s Mission Appeal (formerly Catholic Services Appeal – CSA) has not 

changed in 14 years.  

Our assessment here at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish is: $134,808.  This is 2% less than our 

assessment for the previous Christ’s Mission Appeal.  

Some of the ways that Christ’s Mission Appeal helps at St. Thomas Aquinas include: 

• “Welcome Scholarships” for students new to our schools 

• Spiritual, practical and theological training of lay ministers 

• Live and virtual youth events 

• Publication of Faith Saginaw magazine – which is produced six times annually 

• Assistance in securing Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness during the 

pandemic 

You will be receiving a packet with more information about Christ’s Mission Appeal 

in your mail within the next few days.  

Please prayerfully consider making a donation or pledge.  

                     

      

Strong in faith  

True to our mission  

Alive! 
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AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

3775 N Center Rd. • 791- 4515

Ronald Snow, Jr.
Parishioner

Paul Metevia
Brandon Hurren

snowfuneralhome.net

Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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