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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, 
united by our love for God and one another, are 
called to evangelize through worship, service, life-
long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and 
justice, and respecting all creation. 



Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 As Jesus is on the road to 
Jerusalem, he continues to make radical 
demands of those who want to be his 
disciples.  Last week, we heard the radical 
demand of marriage; today it is about 
money.  We meet a man who has a sense 
of his own mortality and hope for eternal 
life.  He comes eagerly and respectfully to 
Jesus.  The eternal life this man is seeking 
is the gift of God.  Then, Jesus places the 
man within his own faith tradition, 
quoting to him some of the Ten 
Commandments with a Marcan addition 
of “you shall not defraud.”  The man 
replies that he has keep all of these 
commandments. 
 
 Jesus gazes at the man and loves 
him so much that he gives him the radical 
answer to his radical question.  Jesus asks 
him to discard everything, to extend his 
love of God to the poor by selling all he 
owns and giving the money from his 
transaction to them, leaving himself 
dependent on nothing but the treasure in 
heaven and then come follow Jesus.  To 
stand bare and dispossessed before the 
God who is good, with radical trust in 
God’s gifts, is the way to the eternal life 
for which the man had approached Jesus.  
The man is shocked by Jesus’ replay, and 
instead of following, he goes away ”sad 
for he had many possessions.”  
 
 
 

 Stop and think about those 
things which we can be possessive – 
ambitions, relationships, social status.  
Mark doesn’t want us to leave the 
question of wealth and material riches 
too quickly, though.  It is surely 
significant, especially for disciples in 
affluent social situations, that this 
portion of the gospel continues with two 
more conversations – one with the 
disciples who are with Jesus and have 
witnessed his meeting with the rich 
man, and the other with Peter who 
wants to clarify the disciples’ situation. 
 
 Just as Jesus had looked at the 
man, he now looks around at his 
disciples with the same look of 
penetrating love – and he looks at us, 
the Church.  He tells us that riches are a 
great obstacle to entering the kingdom 
of God and calls us “children” reminding 
us that we must have a sense of our 
dependence on God for all good gifts.  
To drive his point home, Jesus makes an 
exaggerated and metaphorical 
comparison.  For a rich person to enter 
heaven is as difficult as a camel getting 
through the eye of a needle!  The 
disciples do not have the wisdom of our 
first reading, and are still caught in the 
convention that sees riches as a sign of 
God’s blessings; so, more astonished 
than ever, they ask one another: “Then 
who can be saved?”  Only Jesus can 
answer them.  It may be humanly 
impossible, he says, but nothing is 
impossible to God.  It may take a miracle 
for a rich person to be saved – but trust 
God to work this, because before God 
we are all beggars of love and salvation. 
 
 Peter then asks the typical 
question – What about us?  Peter and 
the disciples have left what they had to 
follow Jesus, but such dispossession is 
not a matter of just one leaving.  The 
disciples are finding it hard to leave their 
preconceptions about the Messiah, 

about suffering, about who should be 
first and last; and in Gethsemane the 
disciples will leave everything not to 
follow Jesus, but to run away from him. 
 
 Jesus assures Peter that those who 
do give up the “everything” of possessions 
and relationships for the sake of following 
him and the gospel with which he identifies 
himself, will receive a hundredfold – new 
relationships in the new family of Jesus’ 
followers, new possessions that are the 
fruit of doing and hearing the word of God. 
The most cherished possession of all – the 
eternal life which they had witnessed the 
man was seeking.  But with all these 
benefits will come persecution, for no 
disciple can escape the cross. 
 
 This week, we will again try to 
have the first meetings for both Pastoral 
and Finance Councils.  Last month, we lost 
power in the storms and had to cancel 
them.  Agendas and minutes will go out 
before the meetings.  Both meetings are on 
Wednesday – Finance at 6:30 pm and 
Pastoral Council at 7:30 pm. 
 
 My thanks for all the well-wishes 
for my birthday before our Assembly of 
Priests and before I took some vacation 
time to rest and relax a bit.  I was in 
northern Michigan and the colors are 
beginning to explode.  However, many 
trees have already lost their leaves which 
means that winter will soon be upon us.  
Have a great week. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



In Our Parish
Tuesday, October 12

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, October 13
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, October 14
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE 

Saturday, October 16
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, October 17
8:30 AM Mass

11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday - Friday 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits.

Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of October 3, 2021

Sunday Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Heb 4:12-13; 
Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

Monday Saint John XXIII, Pope
Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Lk 11:29-32

Tuesday Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Lk 11:37-41

Wednesday Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9; Lk 11:42-46

Thursday Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr
Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab; Lk 11:47-54

Friday Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and 
Doctor of the Church
Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11; Lk 12:1-7

Saturday Saint Hedwig, Religious; Saint Margaret Mary 
Alacoque, Virgin
Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-7, 8-9, 42-43; Lk 12:8-12

Sunday Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22; Heb 4:14-16; 
Mk 10:35-45 or 10:42-45

October 10, 2021  • Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 3

Sympathy
We ask for your prayers for the family and 
friends of Virginia Gutierrez, Patricia 
Koenig, and Elizabeth ‘Bettie’ Bommarito.

Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  May 
they rest in peace.  Amen.

Individual 

Rite of  Penance 
9:00 AM

Second and Forth Saturdays 
of the month

October 23

We welcome into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Beau Gerard 
Ramah, son of Joseph and Lauren 
(Kurowski) Ramah.

May God bless him and his family as he 
becomes a Disciple of Christ.
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Prayers

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially:

Aaron
Dennis
Larry S.
Jim & Pat D.
Ethan 
Jack
Erin
T.C.
M.H.
Chris Radke
Tyler Martin K.
John W.
Valarie C.
Allan B.
Gary H.
Rick K.
Jason M.
Harold G.
Pat W.
Al V.
Jake R.
Carol Kirkconnell
Helen M.
Ian

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities.
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
October 29 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list.

In and Around Our Parish
Parent Baptism Preparation Class

The next preparation class will be Monday, November 22 at 7:00 PM.  Please contact the Parish 
Office to register at 989-799-2460 ext. 4.  Parents are required to attend the preparation session 
and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.

Children’s Bulletins

Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 
and 7-12.  Bulletins are available in the narthex.  

Bible Study & Sharing ● Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible Study & 
Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. Coffee and tea are always on. 
Invite your family and friends. 

Food Program Outreach • Old Town Christian Food Pantry • October 16 & 17

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, package 
dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household 
paper products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet 
paper. Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602. 

St. Cecilia Sing  ● October 24, 2021 at 2:00 PM 

Our Lady of Grace Parish - 2500 N West River Road, Sanford MI 48657

All are invited to enjoy a Sunday afternoon of music, presented by the Midland and surrounding 
parishes in the diocese, to celebrate the patron saint of musicians - St. Cecilia. This event is open 
to the public and free of charge; however, a monetary donation will be accepted to support the 
mission and ministry of the Saginaw Chapter of the National Association of Pastoral Musicians. 
Because of Covid concerns, we ask unvaccinated persons to wear masks and to social distance.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Bob Zondlak bszondlak@gmail.com.
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Special News
World Mission Sunday  ● October 24, 2021

World Mission Sunday, our annual worldwide Eucharistic celebration 
for the Missions and missionaries of the world, will be celebrated on 
October 24 this year.  This collection on the next-to-last Sunday in 
October is a unique, global effort for the entire Church to provide for 
the building up of over one thousand local churches in Asia and 
Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe. 
Through the work of these churches, and their witness to Christ, the 
poor receive practical help and experience God's love and mercy, His hope and peace. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Director of Music ............ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday............................................9:30 AM
(June  •  July  •  August)
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship

In today's second reading, St. Paul 
thanks the Philippians for being 
willing to share in his hardships 
and promises that God, in turn, will 
fully supply all their needs.  Our 
God truly cannot be outdone in 
generosity. 

October 2 & 3 , 2021
Envelopes...................... $14,877.00
Loose.................................. $832.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $3,724.00
World Mission Sunday           $75.00
Total .............................. $19,508.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Spence Brothers

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
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1 October 10, 2021  •  Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the  

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11 

The book of Wisdom was written about 50 years before Christ.  When Solomon, one of Israel’s greatest kings, began his 
reign, God invited him to pray for anything he wanted.  He prayed only for Wisdom.  In today’s passage, the author 
portrays Solomon telling this story and saying how much he valued that gift.  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13 

A unique feature of the letter to the Hebrews is an extended reflection on selected Old Testament texts.  This is because 
both Jews and Christians believe that the Scriptures are not a dead letter but are always spoken “live” to us by God.  
Using the image of the sword, the author describes how God’s word cuts right to the heart of our daily lives. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 10:17-30 

The man wants the kind of LIFE Jesus offers.  However, Jesus instructs the man that he has some letting go to do.  The 
man must let go of his view of religion as series of codes and laws, that is, to see one’s relationship with God only based 
on not doing (“you shall nots…”) but on doing and action in the love of God.  Secondly, there are treasures (wealth and 
possessions) that posses him.  Jesus does not condemn wealth and possessions as evil in themself, what is evil is when 
the pursuit of wealth and riches displaces God as the center of our lives. 
 
For your reflection:  How have I experienced the seductive power of wealth or possessions?  What did I do about it? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Having possessions is an illusion. In today’s gospel Jesus told the young man to give up his need to control and put his 
trust in God. He couldn’t let go! In families our need to control destroys relationships. We can lead, teach and 
encourage, but we can’t control anyone but ourselves.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  
     Mark 10:25 
 
Jesus uses tough language that we may not want to hear.  But, we are all called to be generous with all of our gifts.  Not 
just the ones we pick and choose, but all our gifts, and especially the one that means the most to us!  That includes our 
time in prayer to God, our talent in participating in parish ministries and our treasure supporting our local parish and 
other charities.  
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OCTOBER 16 & 17 

We welcome back the Abufarha Family to St. Thomas Aquinas as their family 
continues to support the Christian Families in the Holy Land.  The number of the 
Christian population is declining in the land of Christ.  Christians compromise only 
2% of the population in the Holy Land and many continue to emigrate and depart 
due to political and uncertain conditions.  
 
The Abufarha family truly believes that we are all one spiritual Body in Christ and 
pray that all the efforts and hard work reflect that unity.  They pray for peace and 
justice in the Holy Land and make it their job to support Christians in the cities of 
Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, and Beit Jala, either through creating jobs by selling the 
handcrafted items, donating to Christian organizations, or directly aiding housing 
expenses for poor families living there locally.  
 
We encourage you to visit in person on October 16th and 17th in the lower level of 
the church before or after Mass, or navigate through their website 
holylandcarvings.com for more information and browse the beautiful articles 
made by Christian artists from the Holy Land. 
 

 
 

Please stop by to view the beautiful carvings on October 
16 & 17 to help us support this self-help project that 
enables to keep the Christians present in the Holy Land.  
Your help and understanding in this crucial matter are 
greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please 
contact us by phone (810) 247-3030 or e-mail 
Abfarha_holylandcarvings@hotmail.com 

 Thank you,  

 Abufarha Family 

www.holylandcarvings.com 

mailto:Abufarha_holylandcarvings@hotmail.com
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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