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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, 
united by our love for God and one another, are 
called to evangelize through worship, service, life-
long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and 
justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 

 When the Pontifical Biblical 
Commission in 2002 published a 
document called, The Jewish People and 
their Sacred Scriptures in the Christian 
Bible, they concluded with this 
statement, “Without the Old Testament, 
the New Testament would be an 
incomprehensible book, a plant deprived 
of its roots and destined to dry up and 
wither.”  This Sunday’s gospel bears 
witness to Jesus’ deep insertion into the 
traditions of his Jewish people and the 
intrinsic relationship of the two 
Testaments.   
 
 Austrian psychotherapist Viktor 
Frankl recalled what he said was perhaps 
the deepest experience he had in the 
Auschwitz concentration camp.  On 
arrival, he was made to surrender the 
manuscript of his first book on 
psychotherapy.  Stripped also of his own 
clothes, naked and shaved, he was 
handed the worn-out rags of an inmate 
who had already been sent to the gas 
chamber.  Then he describes what 
happened next: “Instead of the many 
pages of my manuscript, I found in a 
pocket of the newly acquired coat one 
single page torn out of a Hebrew prayer 
book, containing the main Jewish prayer, 
‘Shema Yisrael.’ How should I have 
interpreted such a ‘coincidence’ other 
than as a challenge to live my thoughts 
instead of merely putting them onto 
paper?”  (Man’s Search for Meaning)  
 
 In the verses immediately before 
today’s gospel, we learn that Jesus is in 

the temple, confronted by the heckling 
and casuistry of the leaders of the 
religious establishment.  There is not 
much love around as they question his 
authority.  One scribe, however, stands 
attentively on the margins, obedient to 
the primary command of Judaism to 
“Hear.”  In Jesus’ words he hears 
truthfulness and integrity, and the 
ensuing encounter that the scribe 
initiates by coming up to Jesus is a 
model for searching faith.  The scribe’s 
question – “Which is the first of all the 
commandments?” – is not intended to 
provoke argument but is a sincere quest 
for truth, and dialogue, not debate, is 
the result.  Jesus answers the scribe by 
quoting the verses of the Shema we 
heard in our first reading, but then adds 
to this, Leviticus 19:18” “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  The scribe 
had asked Jesus for one “first of all” 
commandment; Jesus responds with 
two commandments that bind together 
love of God, or neighbor, and of self.  
Following Jesus’ words there is a 
moment of rare intimacy, of agreement 
between him and the scribe, between 
the old law and the new.  Then the 
scribe comments that the love of God 
and neighbor, which Jesus has joined, 
should take precedence over any 
sacrificial cult or ritual empty of such 
love.  The scribe’s words echo the 
prophetic words that cry out for justice; 
“I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
the knowledge of God rather than burnt 
offerings.”  Jesus affirms his insight as 
one that brings him close to the reigning 
presence of God. 
 
 This meeting of Jesus and the 
scribe becomes an enactment of the 
great commandment of love.  They treat 
each other as neighbors, transcending 
party politics and religious differences, 
crossing the diving line between “you” 
and “us.”  In the sea of hostility that 
Mark describes in this chapter of his 
gospel, the mutual affirmation of Jesus 
and the scribe is like an island of 

reconciliation.  It certainly has much to 
say about the course we should set in 
daily relationships or in ecumenical and 
interfaith dialogue.  As Fred B. Craddock 
and others in “Preaching Through the 
Christian Year, Year B” has said – “Law 
can lose its heart; ritual can lose its 
reason; a relationship can lose its love.” 
In Mark, we should know only too well 
that Judaism has no monopoly on such 
distortions of faith. 
 
 It is hard to believe that we are 
nearing the end of October.  Sunday is 
Halloween and the children will be out 
and about for candy and gifts for trick or 
treat night.  Monday, November 1, is the 
feast of All Saints, a holy day of 
obligation.  Since it falls on Monday, we 
are dispensed from the obligation of 
attending Mass.  However, the NCCE 
students will have Mass on Monday 
morning at 8:30 am (open to everyone in 
the parish as well) to celebrate the 
“communion of saints” as they do each 
year. 
 
 Also, you may be wondering when 
we turn our clocks back (fall back) for the 
year.  Well, that will be the following 
weekend.  We turn our clocks back 
before we go to bed on Saturday, 
November 6.  The time change happens 
on Sunday, November 7 at 2:00 am.  If 
you changed your clocks this weekend, 
you will be off for any appointments you 
may have this week. 
 
 I have noticed that, although the 
colors have been muted this fall, there 
still has been some nice color in our area.  
Now, the leaves on the trees have almost 
completely fallen and the temperatures 
are turning colder.  Winter will soon be 
upon us.  Have a blessed week.  
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of October 31, 2021

Sunday Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-28; 
Mk 12:28b-34

Monday Solemnity of All Saints
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 1 Jn 3:1-3; 
Mt 5:1-12a

Tuesday The Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed (All Souls' Day)
Wis 3:1-9; Rom 5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9; Jn 6:37-40

Wednesday Saint Martin de Porres, Religious
Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9; Lk 14:25-33

Thursday Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop
Rom 14:7-12; Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13-14; Lk 15:1-10

Friday Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Lk 16:1-8

Saturday Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11;
Lk 16:9-15

Sunday Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10;Heb 9:24-28; 
Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44
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In Our Parish
Monday, November 1

8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Tuesday, November 2
8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, November 3
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, November 4
8:30 AM Mass

Friday, November 5
8:30 AM First Friday Mass

Saturday, November 6
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, November 7
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Kaitlin Herzog and Aaron rift were united in 
marriage on October 30 at St. Thomas 
Aquinas.

May their life be blessed in holy union with 
Christ and with one another.

May God continue to bless Dan & Alyce 
Wechter as they celebrate 50 years of faith 
filled marriage.  

Dan & Alyce were married October 30, 
1971 at Holy Trinity Church in Chicago, IL.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

 

 

In and Around Our Parish 
World Mission Sunday  ●  THANK YOU 

Thank you for your generous response to the collection for the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith last weekend on World Mission Sunday.  Our parish raised  
$2,705.00.  You may stay connected year round to the Pope’s missions, continuing the 
commitment of World Mission Sunday, by visiting MISSIO.org. 
 
Christ’s Mission Appeal - CMA 

All questions regarding the Appeal, please call Pat Messing in the parish office, 989-799
-2460 ext. 4.  Thank you. 
 
Parent Baptism Preparation Class 

The next preparation class will be Monday, November 22 at 7:00 PM.  Please contact 
the Parish Office to register at 989-799-2460 ext. 4.  Parents are required to attend the 
preparation session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending 
Mass regularly. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  November 6 & 7 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: 
juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, lunchmeat, sandwich and snack 
size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and 
grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop 
in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
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He that  
seeks God  

in everything  
is sure to  
find God  

in everything. 

Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Jake R. 
Carol K. 
Helen M. 
Monica 
Sue C. 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Jack S. 
Larry S. 
Dennis 
Jim & Pat D. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
November 30 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

Special News 

Did you know Fr. Kevin is a co-host on a brand new podcast?  
The "Cause for Joy" podcast is hosted by several 
young adults in the Diocese of Saginaw who reflect 
on topics related to the joy of Christian discipleship. 
You can listen at causeforjoylife.wordpress.org or 
on whatever platform you usually listen to podcasts on (Apple podcasts, 
Spotify, Stitcher, Soundcloud, etc.).  

Sunday, November 7 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Director of Music ............ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship
"The greatest among you will be 
the one who serves the rest," Jesus 
says in today's Gospel.  What 
wonderful good news for those 
who give their time in service to 
others! 

October 16 & 17 , 2021
Envelopes ........................$8,126.00
Loose ..................................$662.00
Electronic (ACH) ..............$5,593.00
World Mission Sunday        $170.00
Total ..............................$14,551.00

October 23 & 24 , 2021
Envelopes ........................$8,532.00
Loose ..................................$674.00
Electronic (ACH) .................$603.00
World Mission Sunday     $2,460.00
Total ..............................$12,269.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

McDonald 
Auto Group

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6 

The events in today’s reading take place as the Israelites are camped on the 
shore of the Jordan River ready to enter the Promised Land.  In a lengthy 
farewell speech, Moses stresses that they are to remain faithful to the Lord 
after they have settled in their new land.  The final words of this passage are 
especially dear to Jewish people who recite them several times a day, attach 
them to their doorposts, and wear them on their person. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-28 

There were daily sacrifices of animals in the Jerusalem temple.  These were 
offered by many priests who, when they died, were replaced by others.  The 
author of the Letter to the Hebrews contrasts this with Jesus whose on 
sacrifice on the cross was for all people of all times. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 12:28-44 

How easy it is to separate the two great commandments; to think that we 
can have one without the other; that we can love God without loving our 
neighbor too.  These two are essentially interrelated.  True love of neighbor 
springs from the love of God; and on the ither hand, there can be no true 
love of god that does not express itself in love if neighbor.  Jesus is the first 
to make these two a single commandment.  Therefore, in order for one to 
be Christian, these two loves must constitute a single inseparable love. 
 
For your reflection:  Jesus summarizes our task to love God and neighbor.  
Which of these loves needs more attention in my life now? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In a family, children are taught to be respectful if they want to be respected, 
to share, if they want their fair share and to listen if they want to be heard.  
Family life rescues us from arrogance by teaching us to love others as we love 
ourselves.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“And ‘to love him with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all 
your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more than all 
the burnt offerings and sacrifices.”   Mark 12:33 
 
Of all the gifts that God gives us, the one He wants the most is our heart.  He 
wants us to share out of our love for Him, not out of obligation.  Using our 
talent in parish ministry and contributing money to support our parish 
mission is important, but it’s more important to spend time in prayer with 
God daily and discern how He is calling us to be generous with all of our 
gifts.  Not just the visible ones, but the invisible ones like love, mercy and 
forgiveness. 

1 October 31, 2021  •  Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the  

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Individual  

Rite of  Penance  
9:00 AM 

Second and Forth Saturdays  
of the month 

 
November 13 & 27 
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Boy Scout Troop 312 
Sponsored by 

Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary  

Athletic Association 
2021 Annual Wreath Sale 

 
Beautiful FRESH Balsam Pine Wreaths 

Wreaths measure approximately 22”/32”/42” in diameter 

Decorated with Pinecones and a Handmade Bow! 

Choice of bow colors:  

Burgundy, Plaid, Red & Candy Cane & NEW White with Red Snowflakes 
 

22” Wreath = $25 

32” Wreath = $30 

42” Wreath = $55 

Stands = $5 

Payment due at time ordered 

 

 

Taking Orders Before and After Mass 
 

Sat./Sun. November 6 & 7 

Sat./Sun. November 20 & 21 

 

Pick Up Dates Before and After Mass 
 

Sat./Sun. November 20 & 21 

Sat./Sun. December 4 & 5 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 

                             Order form on reverse  →→→→→→ 



 

N.C.C.E. Boy Scout Troop 312 

Annual Wreath Sale 2021 
 

Beautiful FRESH Balsam Pine Wreaths 

Scouts will be taking orders outside the church entrance 

November 6 & 7 and November 20 & 21 
 

Payment due at time of order 

Please make checks payable to:   BSA Troop 312 
 

3 Wreath sizes available (in diameter):  

22” = $25        32” = $30         42” = $55 
Decorated with pinecones and a gorgeous handmade bow! 

Bow colors available: Burgundy, Plaid, Red & Candy Cane & NEW White with Red Snowflakes 

Wreath stands = $5.00 
 

Two delivery weekends available for pick-up: 

Sat. Nov. 20 & Sun. Nov. 21           or           Sat. Dec. 4 & Sun. Dec. 5 
(Pick up before or after mass in front of Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary main entrance) 

 

 Name: _____________________________________  

# wreaths – 22” _____ # wreaths – 32” _____ # wreaths – 42” _____ # Stands____ 

 
If you have questions, please contact:  Diane Bolger @ 989-928-2040        Amount Enclosed: _______ Cash / Check Number ______ 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tear here – Top to Customer / Bottom - Troop- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

   Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

  Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

  City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________ 

  Home Phone: ________________________  Cell Phone: ________________________ 

 

Delivery dates (circle one):  Sat. Nov. 21     Sun. Nov. 22     Sat. Dec. 5     Sun. Dec. 6 

 

Number of   22” wreaths at $25.00 each:  
____ Burgundy ____ Candy Cane ____ Plaid ____ Red ____ White w/ Red Snowflakes 

 

Number of   32” wreaths at $30.00 each: 
____ Burgundy ____ Candy Cane ____ Plaid ____ Red ____ White w/ Red Snowflakes 

 

Number of   42" wreaths at $55.00 each: 
____ Burgundy ____ Candy Cane ____ Plaid ____ Red ____ White w/ Red Snowflakes 

 

Wreath Stands at $5.00 each: _________             TOTAL of ORDER:_______________ 
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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