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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 Today, our scribes are very 
different from the one we had last week.  
Last week, the scribe was truly seeking 
the truth.  This week, they are something 
very different.  Jesus is reminding us not 
to be universally sweeping in our 
judgments of any group of people.  Our 
scribes today are the ones whom Jesus 
warns the disciples (and us) and are the 
significant temple lawyers preoccupied 
with their own status and with being 
recognized publicly as people of moral 
substance.  They paraded outwardly what 
they believed to be their religious 
superiority, expecting substantial honors 
and salutations while, in reality, their 
inner lives were insubstantial and 
hypocritical.  Jesus has hard words for 
their failure in social justice toward 
widows for whom the scribes often acted 
as legal agents, managing their affairs to 
their own scribal advantage when these 
women had no husband or adult male 
relative to care for them.  Widows bereft 
of family support were easy victims of 
such financial abuse that tragically 
compounded the physical and social 
abuse they could suffer.  Instead of 
receiving the compassion commanded by 
the Mosaic teaching and the prophets, 
widows often found themselves destitute 
victims of fraud at the hands of the 
unscrupulous whom they may have 
trusted, scribes included. 
 
 Jesus is described as sitting 
“opposite the treasury,” and so opting to 
teach in the woman’s court of the 
temple.  In this area were thirteen 
trumpet-shaped receptables to receive 
alms for the upkeep of the temple.  In the 
temple, devoid of paper money, it was 
the large donations that reverberated 
loudly through the court to trumpet the 
generosity of the donor.  But Jesus listens 

with the ear of his heart to the whisper of 
the two small coins dropped in by the 
poor widow.  She gives two lepta, the 
least valuable coins in circulation at the 
time, and worth about one sixty-fourth of 
a denarius or a “few cents,” the average 
daily wage of an unskilled laborer.  And 
the widow gives two coins, not just one.  
The narrative seems to suggest that the 
widow is not bitter over her misfortune 
or her possible defrauding; for her, the 
upkeep of the temple, the holy place of 
the Presence, is her first priority. 
 
 Jesus’ condemnation of the 
unscrupulous scribes is part of his public 
teaching but then he calls his disciples to 
himself to impress on them the 
significance of the widow’s action.  We 
already have seen Jesus calling the 
attention of his disciples to children, 
defenseless “little ones;” we have heard 
how Bartimaeus tossed away everything 
to go to Jesus.  Now Jesus solemnly 
points to the widow as one who gives 
God “all she had, her whole livelihood.”   
 
 We need to be careful about 
reading into this gospel a romanticization 
of poverty or a condemnation of large 
donations.  What is important is the 
motivation behind the gifts, large or 
small.  To give out of our surplus may be 
useful for taxation purposes, or a 
generous donation may be great publicity 
for the corporate business image; 
contributing to costly buildings or 
supporting grandiose schemes may often 
have the aim of making a name for the 
donor, regardless of the consequences, 
especially for the poor.  There may be 
times and places when the church is not 
exempt from such temptations.  
However, it is acting out of love, the 
motivation that is not economic, 
promotional, or ostentatious, that makes 
the difference in the eyes of God. 
 
 

 In both the Old and New 
Testaments, the widow is an icon of what 
we call today the “feminization of 
poverty.”  Tragically, what imposes 
impoverished widowhood on millions of 
contemporary women is not the religious 
establishment but genocide, war, HIV/
AIDS.  Poor widowed grandmothers are 
caring for their grandchildren who have 
been orphaned by these scourges, and 
the United Nations Commission of the 
Status of Women states that the majority 
of the more than one billion people live 
on a dollar a day or less are women.  
What are we being called to do to 
alleviate their plight? 
 
 This week, we have our monthly 
meetings for both Finance and Pastoral 
Councils on Wednesday at their regularly 
scheduled times.  Worship Commission 
will be meeting on Wednesday, 
November 17, a week earlier than 
normal.  Life is beginning to return to 
some sense of normal in the parish. 
 
 This weekend, we remember in 
a special way, all those of our parish 
community that died in the past year.  
There are 55 names including Sr Ann’s 
brother and Frs. Sikorski and Ederer.  We 
will continue to remember them 
throughout the month as well.  May they 
rest in peace. 
 
 November has arrived with its 
normal coldness but still some warmth is 
in the air.  My sister sent me pictures 
from our place in northern Michigan with 
snow on the ground this past week.  I told 
her to keep it but know that it will soon 
be on our ground as well.  Don’t forget to 
set your clocks back on Saturday evening 
or you will be really confused on Sunday.  
Have a blessed week. 
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of November 7, 2021

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Heb 9:24-28; 
Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44 

Wis 1:1-7; Ps 139:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10; Lk 17:1-6 

Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;1 Cor 3:9c-11,  
16-17; Jn 2:13-22 

Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and 
Doctor of the Church
Wis 6:1-11; Ps 82:3-4, 6-7; Lk 17:11-19

Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop
Wis 7:22b-8:1; Ps 119:89, 90, 91, 130, 135, 175; 
Lk 17:20-25 

Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr 
Wis 13:1-9; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5ab; Lk 17:26-37 

Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin 
Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Ps 105:2-3, 36-37, 42-43;  
Lk 18:1-8 

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Heb 10:11-14, 18; 
Mk 13:24-32

November 7, 2021  • Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 3

In Our Parish
Tuesday, November 9

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, November 10
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, November 11
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Saturday, November 13
9:00 AM Individual Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, November 14
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Douglas Gasser and Heather VanValkenberg 
were united in marriage on November 5 at 
St. Thomas Aquinas.

May their life be blessed in holy union with 
Christ and with one another.

We welcome into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Emmett 
Joseph Mulka and Eva Jane Mulka, 
children of Ryan and Jill (Jarecki) Mulka, 
and Madelyn Mila Moore, daughter of 
David & Dorothy (Boszko) Moore.

May God bless them and their families 
as they become Disciples of Christ.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Jake R. 
Carol K. 
Helen M. 
Monica 
Sue C. 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Jack S. 
Larry S. 
Dennis 
Jim & Pat D. 
Al V. 
Betty T. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
November 30 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

ThanksGiving 
 
We are asking the community of St. Thomas to continue our 
outreach programs by purchasing a “Gift Card” from a local 
grocery store to be gifted to those in need this holiday 
season. 
 

Please drop your GIFT in the PIE located in the church narthex by Monday, November 22nd.   
 
 
The East Side Soup Kitchen will be hosting their Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner on Thanksgiving Day.  As in years past, ESSK has been very grateful 
for the donations of pies that compliment the dinner.  We would like to 
collect 150 baked pies (no pumpkin) to enjoy with their meal. 
 
We ask that you bring your baked pies to the CHURCH, Wednesday, 
November 24 between 8:00 - 11:00 AM.   
 

God bless you for your kindness 

In and Around Our Parish 

National Vocation Awareness Week ● November 7-13, 2021 
National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated in our country November 7-13, 2021.  Please 
ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons, and consecrated men and women.  May they 
be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond generously to God's gift of 
vocation. 
 
Food Program Outreach • Old Town Christian Food Pantry • November 13 & 14 
Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, package dinners, 
canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper 
products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  
 
Cause For Joy ● Fr. Kevin, Co-Host 

Did you know Fr. Kevin is a co-host on a brand new podcast?  The "Cause for Joy" 
podcast is hosted by several young adults in the Diocese of Saginaw who reflect on 
topics related to the joy of Christian discipleship. You can listen 
at causeforjoylife.wordpress.org or on whatever platform you usually listen to 
podcasts on (Apple podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher, Soundcloud, etc.).  

 
Bible Study & Sharing ● Wednesdays 10:00 AM  

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible Study & Sharing 
is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. Coffee and tea are always on. Invite your 
family and friends.  
 
Children’s Bulletins 

Pick one up to share the Gospel with your children.  Puzzles and games each week for ages 3-6 and 7
-12.  Bulletins are available in the narthex.   
 
Christ’s Mission Appeal - CMA 

All questions regarding the Appeal, please call Pat Messing in the parish office, 989-799-2460 ext. 4.  
Thank you. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish
Stewardship

Both widows in today's readings 
gave all they had to the work of 
the Lord, one using all her 
remaining food to feed Elijah and 
the other offering her two copper 
coins to the temple 
treasury. Faithful stewards give all 
that is asked and trust the Lord to 
be faithful to His promises. 

October 30 & 31, 2021
Envelopes ......................$12,565.00
Loose ..................................$823.00
Electronic (ACH) .................$588.00
World Mission Sunday .......$395.00
Total ..............................$14,371.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

ENNIS Center 
for Children, Inc.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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http://myParishApp.com
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First Reading: 1 Kings 17:10-16 

The prophet Elijah lived about 800 years before Christ.  After predicating a drought which did, in fact, take place, he 
fled to a place where God provided for his needs.  Later, God directed him to the city of Zarephath, which was across 
the northern border of Israel in the pagan territory of Phoenicia.  The drought had led to a famine and we see its 
effects in today’s passage. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28 

On Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement), the high priest sacrificed a goat on the altar in the temple.  Then he took some 
of the blood into the holiest place in the temple sanctuary where only he was allowed to go.  There, he sprinkled that 
blood as a renewal of the blood covenant made at Mount Sinai, and prayed that God would forgive all the sins the 
people had committed during the previous year.  This ritual is the backdrop for today’s reading from  the Letter to the 
Hebrews. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Mark 12:38-44 

Jesus criticizes the public display of the scribes vs. the genuine behavior of the 
widow.  Even though no one else noticed what the widow had done, Jesus noticed 
it and praised it.  (It’s good to know that even such a small deed of love does not 
escape his attention).  The story is as much about trust in God as about generosity.  
Jesus is not telling us to bankrupt ourselves.  But he does call us to consider her, 
and she becomes a model of radical trust in God.  She is highlighted, not because 
her monetary gift was significant, but because her gift indicates how much her life 
was turned to god.  The widow’s generosity results from her trust in god. 
 
For your reflection:  What might I do this week to give more generously not only of 
my treasure, but also of my time and abilities? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

The widow in today’s gospel gave only a little, but it counted for a lot.  In our homes there are many LITTLE MOMENTS 
which can have great significance and glue the family together.  Seize the moments.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury.  For they all contributed out 
of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living. ”           Mark 12:43-44 
 
Jesus gets right to the point – we are all called to give money to support the mission of the Church, regardless of our 
circumstance.  No gift is too small or insignificant!  Giving money to support the mission of our local parish is a matter 
of our faith, just like praying and participating in parish ministries.  When you make a financial offering, is it from your 
“first fruits” or from what is “left over”? 

1 November 7, 2021  •  Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for the Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Individual  

Rite of  Penance  
9:00 AM 

Second and Forth Saturdays  
of the month 

 
November 13 & 27 
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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