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5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship
"Be on guard," Jesus warns in 
today's Gospel, "lest your spirits 
become bloated with indulgence." 
Let us heed His warning and follow 
the advice of St. Paul, conducting 
ourselves in a way pleasing to God, 
overflowing with love for one 
another. 

The Parish Financial Stewardship 
for November 20 & 21 will be listed 
in next weeks bulletin due to 
holiday publication deadlines.  
Thank you.

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Morley Travel

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The prophet Jeremiah lived at a difficult time in Jewish history.  Jerusalem, 
their beloved capitol, had been destroyed, and most of the people taken 
captive to far-off Babylon.  Despite this gloomy setting, Jeremiah expresses 
the conviction that the Lord will raise up a new leader from the line of David 
to restore and rebuild their native land. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 

The date was some 30 years after Christ’s death and resurrection.  The place 
was a city in northeast Greece called Thessalonica, where Christians were 
being persecuted.  Paul, who had brought the Gospel there, heard positive 
reports abut them and sent a letter of encouragement. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 21:25-28; 34-36 

Today, we begin the four weeks of Advent to prepare for Christmas.  Advent 
begins at the end - - - the promised return of Jesus at the end of time.  
Through blunt and stark language and images, we are reminded of the 
swiftly passing nature of the real world.  God gives us this lifetime to 
discover Him and know Him in the love of others and the goodness of this 
world in anticipation of the next. 
 
For your reflection:  When I think about the passing nature of our world, 
does this create in me anxiety or peace?  Does this affect any attitude or 
behavior?  In what ways? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

At this time of the year we are very conscious of our family as we make 
preparations for Christmas.  Today’s gospel warns us not to be consumed by 
all the consumer activity.  This Advent appreciate the gift of people in your 
life.  The best gift this season might be your appreciation of others.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“But when these signs begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads 
because your redemption is at hand.”  Luke 21:28 
 
We celebrate Advent each year in preparation for the birth of Jesus, His first 
coming, as we await His second coming.  What will you do differently this 
Advent season to grow in friendship and love with Jesus?  How will you 
inspire others to do the same?  Start by sharing your God story with others, 
especially those closet to you.  Invite and accompany them on their faith 
journey this Advent.  

1 November 28, 2021  •  First Sunday of  Advent 

Readings for the  

First Sunday of  Advent 

Updated COVID-19 guidelines: *NEW 

Only one Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

*While waiting to celebrate the 

sacrament, you may wait in the narthex 
practicing social distancing. 

*The reconciliation room setup is in the 

nave of the church, to the left and right 
of the confessional rooms.  There will be 
two priests available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 feet 
social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating the 
sacrament, you must leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

December 11 

ADVENT 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION 
 

Wednesday, December 15  
7:00 PM 

St. John Vianney Parish 
 

Sunday, December 19  
2:30 PM  

Holy Spirit Church 
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Today’s readings: Jeremiah 33:14–16; Psalm 25:4–5, 8–9, 
10, 14; 1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2; Luke 21:25–28, 34–36. 
Advent, the start of the liturgical year, is a season of prepa-
ration for Christ’s coming. The decorations that are out 
already may make it appear that Christmas has arrived. But 
without anticipation, our celebration cannot be full. In fact, 
the first two weeks of the season of Advent do not focus on 
the birth of Jesus at all, but on our hope for his coming at 
the end of time. 

What is it that we hope for? 
When we look around, we see that the world is not as 

it should be. There is illness, suffering, poverty, and injus-
tice. People die. Grief and loss are real. Too often, death 
comes violently, leaving a different kind of pain in its wake. 

Sometimes we think that this cannot be what our loving 
God intended for the world.

Indeed, God promises something different. Throughout 
Scripture and history, we know that God is a keeper of prom-
ises. It is in those promises that we hope. Jesus and the proph-
ets describe perfect justice, the end of suffering and pain, 
peace among people, a new heaven and a new earth. The 
world portrayed in the readings cannot come without disrup-
tion. The old must fall away. What is not of God must fall 
away to make way for the completely new thing that God 
is doing.

Is there anything that must fall away for God’s light to 
live fully in you?

Sunday, November 28, 2021
Promises Fulfilled

Watching in Hope
Loving Father, 
you have revealed yourself to us
and even now you call us to you. 
You call us to:
 wait
 watch
 look for signs.

You call us to hope.
Help us to remain in you.
Help us not to lose heart.
Keep our eyes toward heaven.
Make us ready for your coming.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Sunday of Advent



© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, November 29 
The Advent Wreath
Set up an Advent wreath if you have not already. You will 
need four candles, three violet and one rose, and a base to 
hold them. Advent wreaths often incorporate evergreens. 
Decide when you will light the candles each day. At this 
time, the family might read the day’s Gospel. Singing even 
the same simple song every day can create a lovely rhythm 
for the season. Many resources with daily Advent prayers for 
adults and children are available in print and online. A piece 
of purple fabric to place the wreath on will add to the envi-
ronment. Nearby, consider placing a small statue or picture 
of Mary, on whom we meditate frequently during the season 
of Advent. Today’s readings: Isaiah 2:1–5; Psalm 122:1–2, 
3–4b, 4cd–5, 6–7, 8–9; Matthew 8:5–11.

Tuesday, November 30
St. Andrew
St. Andrew, one of Jesus’ first disciples, was called while 
fishing in the Sea of Galilee. In today’s Gospel, we hear that 
he and his brother, St. Peter, “immediately” left their old 
lives behind to follow Jesus, who called them to be “fishers 
of men.” The Feast of St. Andrew is traditionally the first day 
of a beautiful devotion, the Christmas novena, a short prayer 
that is said fifteen times each day from this day until 
Christmas. Today’s readings: Romans 10:9–18; Psalm 19:8, 
9, 10, 11; Matthew 4:18–22. 

Wednesday, December 1
Miracles
Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee when he went up on 
the mountain and healed many, many people from the 
crowds who came to him. There, he also feeds thousands of 
people, multiplying the loaves and the fish. Isaiah foretold 
that the Lord “will wipe away the tears from all faces” on the 
mountain, a vision of the messianic kingdom. Jesus reveals 
that vision when he heals bodies and then offers a feast, an 

abundant celebration made from humble things. When might 
we experience that kind of healing and celebration? Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 25:6–10a; Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6; 
Matthew 15:29–37.

Thursday, December 2 
A Solid Foundation
What does it mean to have a solid foundation? Imagine a 
beautiful sandcastle on the beach, and next to it a humble 
stack of rocks with a wide base. If a large wave comes unex-
pectedly, the sandcastle is gone. A few of the rocks might be 
washed into the water, but much of that structure will still 
stand. In our lives, the waves will come. Each one of us will 
face difficulties, big and small. But the more we center our 
lives on love of God and neighbor, the better we will with-
stand the currents. Today’s readings: Isaiah 26:1–6; Psalm 
118:1, 8–9, 19–21, 25–27a; Matthew 7:21, 24–27. 

Friday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier
St. Francis Xavier, the first Jesuit missionary, traveled exten-
sively in Asia, devoting most of his life and mission to 
spreading the Gospel. His practice of engaging with the cul-
ture and language of the people whom he served was later 
developed into what we call inculturation of the faith. Honor 
St. Francis Xavier today by supporting the Church’s mission 
work around the world. Today’s readings: Isaiah 29:17–24; 
Psalm 27:1–2, 3–4, 5–6; Matthew 9:27–31.

Saturday, December 4
Advent Music
Make a playlist of music that is focused on preparation with 
Advent songs found online. Consider more meditative instru-
mental music for the playlist as well. Listening to this music 
in the car or while making dinner can balance the excitement 
and bustle of December. As much joy as we have for the 
coming of Christ, we still wait in hope for something more, 
and music can help us be present to that reality. Today’s 
readings: Isaiah 30:19–21, 23–26; Psalm 147:1–2, 3–4, 
5–6; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a,6–8.



 

Dear Parishioners, 

This year we will continue to have our traditional Giving 

Tree in the Narthex for the first few weeks of Advent.  

Listed below are the envelopes you will find on the tree.  

Please feel free to read over what each organization does 

for the people of Saginaw and choose the envelope that 

relates best with your desire to reach out in stewardship 

during this Holy Season.  As always thank you for your kind generosity to those in 

greater need. 
 

     The Christian Service Committee 
 

Giving Tree 2021 
 

Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast Every third Saturday of the 

month The Saginaw Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast provides a hot 

breakfast to those in need in the neighborhood along with prayer and 

fellowship all through volunteers.  With donations we have been able to purchase items 

for those who come to the breakfast and are in need of items such as men's underwear, 

socks, hats, gloves, personal hygiene products and snacks.  Please consider supporting 

our mission to help those in our community.  Thank you, Your Friends in Christ. 

Monetary donations can be made out to Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast. 

 

Emmaus House 
 Founded in 1987 by Sr. Marietta Fritz (Sisters of Notre Dame 

de Namur), and Sr. Shirley Orland, Emmaus House is a home for women coming 

from jail, prison, or rehabilitation.  The purpose is to provide the women with a family-like 

Christian atmosphere while creating new lives for themselves.  There is no judgement or 

dwelling in the past.  Emmaus House believes that all of the women are unique, precious 

creations from God.  The Emmaus House mission is to join them in their journey, walking 

along side them on the road to physical, emotional, and spiritual healing, just as Christ did 

on the road to Emmaus.  We have served over 1,900 women and will continue to serve! 

 

Underground Railroad 
 Underground Railroad serves victims of domestic violence, 

sexual assault, stalking and human slavery in Saginaw County.  

Since 1977, Underground Railroad, Inc. has been the only provider of 

emergency shelter and services to end domestic and sexual violence 

in the community.  Annually we provide over 14,000 safe bed nights for over 500 women 

and children, and over 4,000 families in Saginaw County access one or more of our 

services. Underground Railroad, Inc. is a partner agency of the United Way of Saginaw 

County. 



 

Mustard Seed Shelter 
 The Mustard Seed Shelter supports women with children who are 

homeless and work toward self- sufficiency.  The shelter provides a safe, 

supportive and structured home setting.  Mustard Seed Shelter recognizes 

that repairing a lifetime of brokenness takes time and does not place a limit 

on how long guests can stay.  On average, guests stay 3-6 months.  During their time at the 

shelter, they are assisted in putting together pieces of their life that had fallen apart beginning 

with the basics, such as helping them obtain all their identification.  Staff and volunteers then 

work with each woman to set goals that will help her get out of the crisis situation, all in a 

safe, secure, home environment. 

 
Brown Bag Lunch Program 
 The Brown Bag Lunch Program is a program sponsored by St. Thomas 

Aquinas Parish.  Forty lunches of a sandwich, snack, a piece of fruit and a 

drink are packed by hand on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays each 

week by volunteers.  The lunches are then picked up by St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church and distributed to the needy of Saginaw.  Items such as peanut butter, jelly/jam 

(grape/strawberry), tuna fish, snack crackers, individual pudding/canned fruit, cookies, juice 

bag/boxes, etc., are donated by the parishioners of STA or purchased through the parish.  

Your donations will help support the cost of this program. 

 

Old Town Community Outreach 
 Old Town Community Outreach is a comprehensive outreach program 

that serves the needs of the Saginaw Community.  Programs such as the 

Baby Pantry, Soup Kitchen, Jail and Prison Ministry and Senior Care 

Ministry offer several options for those in  need.  The Food Pantry has 

distributed over 1,000,000 pounds of food! 

 

LifeClinic (formerly Abortion Alternatives) 
 LifeClinic provides help to find medical and support services from 

a staff who truly cares for the holistic wellbeing of a woman. Whether 

women are seeking trauma support or more information  about 

pregnancy options, they have the no cost confidential resources 

needed.  Multiple services for both men and women are provided.  

Classes on pregnancy, parenting, relationships, financial and more are offered as well. 





1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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