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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 Against a backdrop of geography, 
politics, and history, St Luke ushers the 
adult John the Baptist onto the Jordan 
stage.  Last week, we heard announced 
the advent or “arrival” of Jesus at the end 
of human history.  Today, as watchman 
and awakener, John announces the advent 
of salvation and consolation to the people 
and proclaims their hope for the dawn of 
messianic time is near.  To communicate 
John’s significance, Luke and the other 
gospel writers found it most appropriate 
to use the words of Second Isaiah with 
which the prophet begins his “Book of 
Consolation of Israel” (Isaiah 40-55).  John 
is the voice that, after four centuries of 
prophetic silence, heralds the coming of 
God’s salvation not only to Israel but to all 
humanity.  In an insignificant and 
troublesome pocket of the Roman Empire, 
John starts to shout his message 
throughout the district around the Jordan 
River.  
 
 Even though he is the son of the priest 
Zechariah, John dissociates himself from 
Jerusalem and the temple and chooses the 
place where Israel crossed over from its 
wilderness wandering into the Promised 
Land. John will call the people to make 
another crossing – from the exile of 
unfaithfulness to God into the forgiveness 
of their sins.  He proclaims a baptism of 
repentance, a conversion of heart 
(metanoia) that looks to future 
commitment and note merely to regret 
for the past. 
 
 If you have driven lately down I-75, you 
know what the state has done with 
cutting out sharp bends, smoothing 
treacherous bumps, straightening 
dangerous curves to give us a clearer and 
safer view of what is ahead.  Advent is the 
season of Christian “road work” with John 

the Baptist as our overseer.  With John’s 
voice, the church asks us personally and 
communally to level and straighten our 
whatever is an obstacle or danger on our 
journey to God.  What are the “potholes” 
in our disciples, those sins of omission?  
From what do we need to be converted if 
we are to make the way smoother for 
others who find it difficult to travel to God 
because of our intolerant or erratic 
behavior?  Do we indulge in outbursts of 
destructive “road rage” toward our sisters 
and brothers as we all try to follow the 
way of the gospel? Have we a kingdom 
vision that can enable us to see around 
the twists and turns of personal tragedy 
or ecclesial failure and to recognize there 
an advent of Christ – his presence with us 
in the suffering, dying, and rising from 
these painful realities? 
 
 From the desert of his prison, Paul 
writes in the letter to the Philippians using 
words that the liturgy now addresses to 
us.  As a hopeful letter, it is full of Paul’s 
confidence in the fidelity of this church to 
continue in the way of the gospel so that 
Jesus Christ may bring his work in them to 
completion by the time he comes again.  
Out of tender compassion, Paul prays a 
threefold prayer – That the Philippians 
may continue to grow in mutual love; that 
its members may be discerning of the 
demands of their Christian life; and that 
they may be vigilant for Christ’s second 
coming, “filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of 
God.” (Philippians 1:11) Paul’s priorities 
are this – first love, then understanding, 
then ethics for where would the last be 
without the other two? 
 

COVID-19 and Masks: 
Over the past couple of 
weeks, we have seen an 

increase in the number of 
infections in our area and the 

news media has been reporting of 
another variant that is beginning to 
spread. Just before Thanksgiving, we 
received an update from the diocese 
about mask wearing. “On Friday, 
November 18, 2021, the MDHHS issued a 
Public Health Advisory recommending that 
all persons aged 2 and older, regardless of 
vaccination status, should wear facemasks 
at indoor gatherings.”  This is still at the 
parish discretion but in conversation with 

some of our staff, I am strongly 
encouraging people to wear masks when 
in Church.  Also, I am asking that 
Communion Ministers wear a mask when 
distributing Communion during Mass 
including the presider.  We continue to 
practice healthy protocols in the Church, 
but we need to be aware of those around 
us who may have health complications. 
We will reevaluate this in a couple of 
weeks. Thank you. 
 
 Wednesday, December 8, is the Feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, a holy day of 
obligation.  We will have Mass on Tuesday 
evening at 7:00 pm and Mass with the 
NCCE Community at 8:30 am.  For other 
times in our vicariate, contact the parish 
office. 
 
 This week also begins the Novena for 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Both Fr Kevin and 
I will be helping out in the local Hispanic 
parishes for the novena.  Let us keep our 
Hispanic brothers and sisters in our 
prayers during this time. 
 
 Hope you had the opportunity to come 
last Monday for our Advent Holy Hour. 
Remember, we will have them for the 
next three Mondays at 7:00 pm. 
 
 This weekend will be the last 
opportunity for Individual Rite of Penance 
before Christmas – Saturday @ 9:00 am.  
We have two Communal Penance Services 
scheduled.  Please note we needed to 
adjust the places due to parish scheduling. 
Our Communal Penance Services are: 
Wednesday, December 15 @ 7:00 pm at 
St John Vianney Church and Sunday, 
December 19 @ 2:30 pm at Holy Spirit 
Church.  If those times are not 
convenient, contact the parish office and 
we can schedule a private time before 
Christmas. 
 
 With the snow during last Monday 
night, it is a good reminder that if either 
Saginaw Township or Nouvel Catholic 
Schools are closed or delayed due to 
weather, all parish events are canceled 
that day including morning Mass if it is 
scheduled.  Have a safe week. 
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of December 5, 2021

Sunday Second Sunday of Advent
Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6

Monday Saint Nicholas, Bishop
Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
Lk 1:26-38

Thursday Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Friday Our Lady of Loreto
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19

Saturday Saint Damasus I, Pope
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 
Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18

December 5, 2021  • Second Sunday of  Advent 3

In Our Parish
Tuesday, December 7

8:30 AM Mass
7:00 PM Vigil Mass

Wednesday, December 8
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE Community

Thursday, December 9
8:30 AM Mass

Saturday, December 11
9:00 AM Individual Rite of  

Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, December 12
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits.

Join Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski in a four-part series 
of preached Holy Hours 

to help you prayerfully enter 
into the Advent season

December 6, December 13, and December 20
7:00-8:00 pm

Come to one or all four!

We welcome into the faith community 
through the waters of baptism Kiera 
Aliese Kingry, daughter of Bradley & 
Karen (vonReichbauer) Kingry.

May God bless her and her family as she 
becomes a Disciple of Christ.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



In and Around Our Parish 

 

Immaculate Conception  ●  Holy Day of Obligation  ●  
December 8 
Tuesday, December 7  7:00 PM Vigil 
Wednesday, December 8  8:30 AM Mass with NCCE Community    All are Welcome 
 

Giving Tree  ●  2021 

Please take an envelope from the Giving Tree and fill a heart with joy this holiday season.  We ask that 
you make your donation DIRECTLY to the organization of your choice by enclosing a gift card or 
monetary donation (checks payable to the organization).  Thank you for sharing CHRISTmas with our 
community.  Peace and Goodwill to all. 

 

Little Books for Advent  

Little Book Books are available in the narthex of the church.  The first reflections started on the First 
Sunday of Advent November 28. 2021 and continue through the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
January 9, 2022. 

 

Christmas Flowers Memorial / Intention 

Please use the envelope in your monthly packet or simply drop a note for your Memorial / Intention 
along with your name by placing an envelope in the Sunday collection.  Thank you.  

 
Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Food Pantry  •  December 11 & 12 

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, package dinners, 
canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper 
products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper. 
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  
 
Stay Informed at St. Thomas Aquinas with Evangelus  ●  Visit eva.us/stasaginaw  

We have adopted a new way of communicating parish news, events and more with you.   
 

We are still getting the bugs out of the set up and need your help.  Please contact the parish office if 
you would like to add your email address/addresses, have changed an email address or there have 
been updates your phone service. 
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
December 30 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

Special News 
 
Religious Retirement Fund Collection – December 12, 2021 

A special collection for the Religious Retirement Fund will be held on next weekend.  Across the United 
States, hundreds of religious communities lack financial resources sufficient to meet the retirement 
and healthcare needs of aging members.  Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests 
have offered their lives in service to others—educating the young, comforting the sick, and ministering 
to the less fortunate.  Today, many are frail and need assistance. Y our gift to the Religious Retirement 
Fund helps to provide funds for medications, nursing care, and more.  Show your thanks for the 
prayerful service of elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests by giving generously to 
this special collection.  To learn more, please visit www.retiredreligious.org. 
 
Faith Formation News 

As our society becomes more distant from faith and more forgetful of God, it still hungers for joyful 
witnesses who have been transformed by Christ.  The world needs faith-filled people.  Forming your 
child in faith is the greatest gift you can give and we would love to partner with you on this faith 
forming journey.  There is still time and room for your child/grandchild to join us in Faith Formation 
this year.  Contact Chris Platko (DRE at St. Dominic Parish) for more information, 989-799-2334. 

Mission 
Statement 
We, the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Parish 
Community, united by 
our love for God and 
one another, are 
called to evangelize 
through worship, 
service, life-long 
learning, promoting 
God’s truth, peace 
and justice, and 
respecting all 
creation. 

The Lord has done 

great things for us,  

we are filled  

with joy. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship
Good stewards believe that God, who 
has begun His good work in them, will 
carry it through to completion.  In 
words and deeds, they can sing with 
the psalmist, "The Lord has done great 
things for us; we are filled with joy!" 

November 20 & 21, 2021
Envelopes .............................. $8,019.00
Loose ........................................ $785.00
Electronic (ACH) ....................... $618.00
CCHD Campaign Human Development
.............................................. $2,228.00
Religious Retirement ................ $350.00
Total .................................... $12,000.00

November 27 & 28, 2021
Envelopes .............................. $8,147.00
Loose ........................................ $943.00
Electronic (ACH) ....................... $848.00
CCHD Campaign Human Development
................................................. $345.00
Religious Retirement ................ $250.00
Christmas ................................. $175.00
Christmas Flowers .................... $145.00
Total .................................... $10,853.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week
Skorupski Funeral Home

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 

The setting for today’s reading is the time when the Jews were captives in 
Babylon.  The author writes of a bright future when they will return with joy 
to their homeland.  In this passage, Jerusalem is pictured as a mother who 
puts on her finest clothes and goes to a high hill to see the wonderful sight 
of her children coming home.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 

Of all the communities Paul founded, the one at Philippi was especially dear 
to him.  Wherever he was, they sent him moral and financial support to carry 
on his work.  Now confined to a prison cell, Paul writhes to them like a proud 
parent. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 3:1-6 

Through John the Baptizer’s mission and message, he calls to prepare the 
way of the Lord in their hearts.  The “winding” of sin and the “rough ways” 
of selfishness, the “mountains and hills” of arrogance and pride, the 
“valleys” of discouragement and despair are to be made right.  Then, the 
Lord God, through the person and mission of Jesus would be free and 
accessible to make his in the hearts of all who believe. 
 
For your reflection:    What obstacles do I need to remove this Advent so 
God is free to dwell with and within me? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel shows John the Baptist and parents have similar vocations. 
Like the Baptist, parents are asked to make “rough ways smooth” and to 
“prepare the way of the Lord” for their families.  This Advent ask: “Does my 
life hinder or help my family to know Jesus?”  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value…”
 Philippians 1:9-10 
 
During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught up in the 
frenzy of buying gifts.  But, is that “gift” truly an expression of your love for 
the other person.  Or, are you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them 
something?  To grow in friendship with someone, you need to spend time 
with them, learn what is of value to them.  Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” 
and spend more time with those you love. 

1 December 5, 2021  •  Second Sunday of  Advent 

Readings for the  

Second Sunday of  Advent 

Updated COVID-19 guidelines: *NEW 

Only one Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

*While waiting to celebrate the 

sacrament, you may wait in the narthex 
practicing social distancing. 

*The reconciliation room setup is in the 

nave of the church, to the left and right 
of the confessional rooms.  There will be 
two priests available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 feet 
social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating the 
sacrament, you must leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

December 11 

ADVENT 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION 
 

Wednesday, December 15  
7:00 PM 

St. John Vianney Parish 
 

Sunday, December 19  
2:30 PM  

Holy Spirit Church 

What I Love About Being Catholic... 
What I like about being Catholic: I have so many things, one particular one is the 
unity of the people.  United with Christ.  United with purpose and love.  DLS 
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Like the women and men religious shown here, thousands of elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests have devoted their lives to helping others. Across the US, generations of Catholics gratefully recall 
their ministry in Catholic schools, hospitals, parishes, and works of mercy. Most older religious served for 
little pay. Today, without enough retirement savings, many religious communities are struggling to care for 
senior members. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide nursing care, medicine, and 
other necessities. Please be generous. 

Retirement Fund for Religious

retiredreligious.org

Please give to those who have given a lifetime. 

To donate by mail:
National Religious Retirement Offi ce
3211 Fourth Street NE
Washington DC 20017-1194
Make check payable to Retirement Fund for Religious. 

Please give at your local parish.

Visit retiredreligious.org/2021photos to meet the religious pictured.
©2021 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC • All rights reserved • Photo: Jim Judkis 



Today’s readings: Baruch 5:1–9; Psalm 126:1–2, 2–3, 4–5, 
6; Philemon 1:4–6, 8–11; Luke 3:1–6. John the Baptist and 
Mary, the mother of our Lord, are our examples for how to 
live during Advent. Both waited, watched, and prepared. 
They did then what we hope to do now. 

Today, we hear John proclaim that “all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.” As John preaches, teaches, and bap-
tizes in the wilderness, he focuses on what God is doing: 
God is saving. John performs his task. He makes straight a 
path. He clears the way.

John is called by God within the prophetic tradition of 
the people of Israel. We hear it when he quotes Isaiah and in 
the echo of those words in the prophet Baruch. Rooted in the 

people of Israel and in Scripture, John has practice listening 
to God’s voice. In the wilderness, he hears that God is doing 
something new. God is bringing all flesh into the plan of 
salvation, as foretold in the prophets of old. 

God was inaugurating the promised kingdom of justice 
and peace, creating a new heaven and a new earth. John 
called the people to turn away from the ways that had fallen 
short of God’s vision for them, and people flocked to him 
because they saw the world’s brokenness and knew that God 
had promised something different. Something new. 

We wait in hope for the fullness of this same kingdom. 
Like John, we are called to prepare its way. How has God 
invited you to make straight his paths?

Sunday, December 5, 2021
All Flesh Shall See the Salvation of God

A Highway for Our God
Father, 
from the beginning,
you have revealed yourself.
You have called us to walk in your ways.
We wait for you to bring to fulfillment
the work you are doing

from the creation of the earth
to today.
We wait in hope.
Help us to do our small part
to make a path for you,
a highway for our God.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Sunday of Advent
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 6
St. Nicholas
St. Nicholas was a bishop in the fourth century who was 
known for his generosity, one sign of which was leaving 
coins in the shoes of people who left them out for him. He 
is also said to have secretly given money to a family to pro-
vide funds so the daughters could marry. Nicholas suffered 
under persecution and defended the Church teaching about 
the Trinity at a time when it was disputed. St. Nicholas is the 
patron saint of children. To honor him today, you might 
choose to do an act of kindness secretly, just as he did. 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 85:9ab, 10, 11–12, 
13–14; Luke 5:17–26.

Tuesday, December 7
St. Ambrose
St. Ambrose was the bishop of Milan in the fourth century 
and a doctor of the Church. He wrote music that is used in 
the Liturgy of the Hours during Advent even today. 
Regarding care for the poor, St. Ambrose said it was not 
charity but a debt to those who were in need. Celebrate 
St. Ambrose’s feast day by contributing to an agency that 
serves the poor in your community. Today’s readings: Isaiah 
40:1–11; Psalm 96:1–2, 3, 10ac, 11–12, 13; Matthew 18:12–14.

Wednesday, December 8
Immaculate Conception
God prepared Mary for her unique role in salvation history 
from the moment she was conceived. The special grace 
she received even before she was born helped give her the 
courage to say, “May it be done to me according to your 
word.” Mary’s yes changed the world. Each one of us has the 
opportunity to participate in what God is doing in the world 
every single day. How can you respond with the same whole-
hearted yes as the Mother of God? Today’s readings: Genesis 
3:9–15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4; Ephesians 1:3–6, 
11–12; Luke 1:26–38.

Thursday, December 9 
St. Juan Diego
Today the Church celebrates St. Juan Diego, the patron saint 
of indigenous peoples. The Virgin Mary appeared to Juan 
Diego near Mexico City in the sixteenth century, a time 
when people of his culture were treated as less than those 
who had come from Europe. Mary’s apparition and its mirac-
ulous image on Juan Diego’s tilma embodied many elements 
of indigenous culture. This event was the beginning of some-
thing new for the peoples of the Americas. God is imaged in 
all people and all cultures. By listening to the stories of peo-
ple who are different from us, we can participate in what 
God is doing in the world. Today’s readings: Isaiah 41:13–20; 
Psalm 145:1, 9, 10–11, 12–13ab; Matthew 11:11–15.

Friday, December 10
Peace
In Isaiah we hear about the possibility of peace flowing like 
a river. Life is full of conflict and misunderstanding. 
Relationships that seemed unbreakable can be torn apart 
by simple difficulties. When we consider the kingdom of 
God, of participating in God’s peace forever, it fills us with 
hope. While at Mass, focus on what it must mean for Christ’s 
peace to be with you. Today’s readings: Isaiah 48:17–19; 
Psalm 1:1–2, 3, 4, 6; Matthew 11:16–19.

Saturday, December 11
Our Only Hope
In today’s Gospel passage, Jesus predicts his passion. It is 
an interesting thing to consider the cross during the season 
of Advent, when we await the Lord’s coming. Yet the shadow 
of the cross is always present in the life of Jesus. In this 
season of hope, we look at the cross, our only hope, and see 
in it the resurrection and the possibility it contains: God fill-
ing the earth as water covers the sea. Today’s readings: 
Sirach 48:1–4, 9–11; Psalm 80:2ac and 3b, 15–16, 18–19; 
Matthew 17:9a, 10–13. 
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AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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