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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

“Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in 
the Lord always. I shall say it again: 
rejoice!” There are words from Paul’s 
Letter to the Philippians today. The 
gospel, on the other hand, a shout is 
heard: urgent, loud, seeming at first to 
be discordant with the joy of our other 
readings. We are visited by John the 
Baptist, a lean and eager man, his life 
pared down to essentials by his 
wilderness experience, his tongue 
sharpened by silence. As we listen to his 
prophetic words along with the crowds, 
we might be wondering is his might be 
the long-awaited Messiah. The crowds 
come to John with a practical question: 
“What is it that we should do?” John 
responds by not suggesting that they 
dissociate themselves from their 
everyday lives, but rather that they be 
converted to just living and sharing in 
their ordinary relationships. Joes does 
not call them into the desert but urges 
them to be sensitive to the wilderness 
of poverty around them and among 
them, responding by clothing the 
needy with their extra cloak and 
sharing food with the hungry. 

There is nothing of elitism in the 
Baptist’s ministry. In the crowds are two 
of the most despised groups in 
Palestinian society – tax collectors and 
soldiers – both of whom worked for the 
Roman occupying force. The tax 
collectors are not told to resign, but to 
stop exploiting the people. The soldiers 
and not commanded to leave the force, 
but to avoid violence, intimidation, and 
grumbling about their pay. One way the 
imperial system of Rome or any global 
power then or now can be changed is 
through a change of heart of those 
within it or concerned about it, or 

through informed, responsible voting 
for or against it. This is gospel “people 
power.” 
        Today, John comes as the awakener 
of our sense of social justice, the one 
who points to the clutter of selfish 
concerns and materialism that can
suffocate our practical love for our 
brothers and sisters in the stale air of 
indifference or greed. We are called to 
be concerned not only with the material 
clothing of the naked, but also with 
covering with love the naked 
vulnerability of someone in need. 
Feeding the hungry is not only about the 
soup kitchen, but also about nourishing 
one another with our compassionate 
concern. How can we individually or in 
our families, parishes, or other 
communities, respond to John the 
Baptist? How can we plan ways in which 
we can give Christmas back to the ones 
to whom it really belongs – the 
homeless, the refugees, the elderly, the 
sick, the hopeless young people, those 
with disabilities, all of whom are so 
often discarded like our cast-off 
Christmas wrappings? 

It is not easy to hear prophetic 
voices over the outer noise of the 
shopping centers or the inner noise of 
our rehearsals of what still needs to be 
done by Christmas Eve. Yet, these are 
the days when we are encouraged by 
Isaiah from our Responsorial Psalm: 
“Cry out with joy and gladness: for 
among you is the great and Holy One of 
Israel.” In our few minutes of prayer or 
sacred reading, we can reach our inner 
depths where the well of salvation flow 
and drink joyfully and confidently from 
its sustenance. Or we can draw water so 
that we may quench the thirst of a 
brother or sister for companionship, for 
compassion, for something to hope for 
– and discover that, in our so doing, God
renews the springs of his grace within
us.

This week, our vicariate has the 
first of two Communal Penance Services 
in preparation for Christmas. This week, 
we are at St John Vianney Church on 
Wednesday, December 15, @ 7:00 pm. 
Next Sunday, December 19, we are 
gathering at Holy Spirit Church at 2:30 
pm for the last opportunity for our 
Communal Celebration of Penance. We 
do not have any more individual times 

set but if you wish to celebrate the 
sacrament before Christmas, just give 
the parish office a call.  
       Just to give everyone a head’s up for 
the celebration of Christmas, we have 
Mass on Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm and 
again at 7:00 pm. Mass on Christmas 
Day will be at 10:00 am. Because of the 
solemnity of Christmas, there will be no 
4:00 pm on Christmas afternoon for
the Feast of the Holy Family. That 
weekend, we will just have Masses on 
Sunday at 8:30 am and 11:00 am. 

Again, we want to remind 
everyone that if you received an email 
from the parish through Evangelus, it is 
not spam. This is another way for us to 
reach out to the parish to keep 
everyone informed about upcoming 
events. Have a blessed week. Happy 
Advent! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Scripture Readings 
Readings for the Week of December 12, 2021

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 

Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27

Memorial of Saint John of the Cross,Priest and Doctor of  
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18,19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32

Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; 
Lk 7:18b-23

Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b; Lk 7:24-30

Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, December 14

8:30 AM Mass
7:00 PM Vigil Mass

Wednesday, December 15
8:30 AM Mass 

Thursday, December 16
8:30 AM  Mass 

Saturday, December 18
9:00 AM Individual Rite of  

Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, December 19
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits.

Join Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski in a four-part series 
of preached Holy Hours  

to help you prayerfully enter  
into the Advent season 

December 13, and December 20 7:00-8:00 pm 
Come to one or all four! 

Church

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


December 12, 2021

Third Sunday of Advent
Zep 3:14-18a  |  Phil 4:4-7  |  Lk 3:10-18

GROW    AS A DISCIPLE  |  PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Although spontaneous outbursts of joy are not part of our 
liturgy, today’s readings alert us that we have much reason 
to rejoice. Even in times of anxiety, we can rely on the words 
of St. Paul, who writes that we can rest assured that “the 
peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard 
[our] hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” As we prepare for his 
coming during this Advent season, we don’t need to leap out 
of our pews and make a show of our praise (but go for it, if 
that’s your style!). However, in our hearts and in our prayer, 
we can follow the psalmist’s lead and “cry out with joy and 
gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Isra-
el.” We can praise God in many ways, through fervent prayer, 
simple acts of kindness and, as John the Baptist did so well, 
sharing the Good News. 

GO    EVANGELIZE 
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

“What should we do?” The crowds asked John the Baptist 
a deceptively simple question many of us wrestle with to-
day. How do we prepare for Christ’s coming? How should 
we spend the next hour, the day, the next year, the next five? 
John the Baptist answers without reservation: Share what 
you have. Don’t be greedy. Do not falsely accuse others. In 
other words, get it together! The Lord is coming. Advent is 
a wonderful time to do just that, and St. Paul reminds us that 
we don’t have to know all the answers. “The Lord is near,” he 
writes, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 
God.” Last week, the readings encouraged us to discern what 
is truly valuable in our lives as Christians. Today’s readings 
encourage us to ask the Lord: “What should we do?” Just 
as John the Baptist showed the people how to prepare for 
Christ’s coming, the Lord shows us how to live out and share 
our faith through the Scriptures and in the silence of prayer.

ACTIONS    Remember the last time you felt unadulterated joy? 
For me it was when my son smacked a game-winning goal at a 
hockey game. As we move through Advent, we can reawaken a 
sense of childlike joy as we prepare to celebrate Christ among 
us. As you light the Advent candle, take time to share with one 
another something that gave you joy within the past week.
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Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philemon 4:4–7; 
Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Luke 3:10–18. The nearness of Jesus, 
our salvation, is now made present and brings with it a call 
to rejoice. 

In today’s Gospel, the people ask John the Baptist what 
they are to do. His answer is always the same: act with jus-
tice. The Jewish people, then and now, await a messiah who 
will bring about perfect justice. John speaks to people wait-
ing and watching, yesterday and today: act with justice.

Often, a need to change is not associated with “good 
news.” Yet the people feel something in their hearts when 
they are with John. They experience his preaching as good 
news even when it is challenging. They desire the kingdom 

of God and see that the world is not there yet. They are 
called to change. John also makes clear that they themselves 
do not have to do everything. That is also a hopeful mes-
sage. Each person does their part, and their part is enough. 
It is God who brings about the kingdom of justice and peace, 
fulfilling the work begun in creation.

John speaks of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
Fire can purify metal, and its heat in boiling water sterilizes 
objects. While preparing for Jesus’ coming, we might ask 
the Spirit to purify our hearts so that we seek to act justly. 
What could you do this week to live the value of justice? 
What in you must be taken away to live this more perfectly?

Sunday, December 12, 2021
Rejoice! 

Make Us an Image of Justice
Loving Father,
in your goodness
you have made us in your image.
Make us an image
of your justice, mercy, and peace
that, like John,

we might point the way to you.
Bring all the world into the light of your love
that we might see your glory forever.
Let our rejoicing now be the seed
of the joy that is to come.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent
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This Week at Home
Monday, December 13
St. Lucy
St. Lucy was an early Christian martyr who died during the 
Roman persecutions. Accounts say that her eyes were gouged 
out when she was martyred, and therefore she is the patron 
of those with eye illnesses. Her feast day is often celebrated 
with candles because, in the Northern Hemisphere, the day 
is among the shortest days of the year. St. Lucy is one of 
eight women included in the canon of the Mass. Today’s 
readings: Numbers 24:2–7, 15–17a; Psalm 25:4–5ab, 6, 7bc, 
8–9; Matthew 21:23–27.

Tuesday, December 14
St. John of the Cross
St. John of the Cross, a doctor of the Church, was a priest, 
mystic, and writer who lived in Spain in the sixteenth cen-
tury. One of his best-known works is The Dark Night of the 
Soul. He was a close collaborator of St. Teresa of Avila. 
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:1–2, 9–13; Psalm 34:2–3, 
6–7, 17–18, 19, 23; Matthew 21:28–32.

Wednesday, December 15
Signs
“The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have 
the good news proclaimed to them.” Often we wish for 
miraculous signs that will help us know where to go. But 
these actions of Jesus are that and more. The hope of the 
people of Israel was in a person who would bring about a 
new kingdom in which the sufferings of this world would be 
left behind. These particular signs are a message to John the 
Baptist: Jesus is the long-awaited messiah. Today’s readings: 
Isaiah 45:6b–8, 18, 21c–25; Psalm 85:9ab, 10, 11–12, 
13–14; Luke 7:18b–23.

Thursday, December 16
God’s Faithfulness
God’s love will be constant, the covenant of peace unbroken, 
even if the mountains fall. While people often disappoint us 
when commitments are not kept, God’s promise is not reliant 
on our faithfulness but on the faithfulness of God. We know 
that God is a keeper of promises: promises kept to Sarah, 
to Hannah, to Elizabeth, to Mary, to Noah, to Abraham, 
to Moses, to John the Baptist. We can trust that even in our 
darkest moments God is faithful to us as well. Today’s read-
ings: Isaiah 54:1–10; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5–6, 11–12a, 13b; Luke 
7:24–30.

Friday, December 17
O Wisdom
Within the Church’s liturgical tradition, the “O” Antiphons 
are prayed the seven days before Christmas. Each of these 
antiphons presents a title for the messiah. Many are familiar 
with these seven titles because they begin the verses of the 
hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” The first antiphon, 
which is used on December 17, is O Wisdom. You might sing 
this verse of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” or you might 
pray Evening Prayer. You can find resources online, includ-
ing apps to assist you, in praying the Liturgy of the Hours. 
Today’s readings: Genesis 49:2, 8–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 3–4ab, 
7–8, 17; Matthew 1:1–17.

Saturday, December 18
The Dream of St. Joseph
St. Joseph was a righteous man, meaning he followed the law 
of Moses, and according to the Law, Mary would be put to 
death. St. Joseph also must have been a man of great compas-
sion who was accustomed to God’s voice. When the angel 
came to him in a dream, he immediately believed. Moreover, 
he immediately acted. Today, spend time in silent prayer so 
that, like Joseph, you may know your call when it comes and 
answer with your whole heart. Today’s readings: Jeremiah 
23:5–8; Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19; Matthew 1:18–25. 
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AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
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144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
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 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
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 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com
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Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 
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989.799.8744
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John K. Bartnik, M.D.
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3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
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Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
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Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical
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989-695-4794

Building Design
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989.792.1188

Your Hometown
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