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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

Today, our readings take a turn from 
looking at the future coming of Jesus to 
the stories surrounding the first coming 
of Jesus.  In some ways, the great 
mysteries of the first three weeks of 
Advent converge this Sunday into the 
truth that the Christ who will rule the 
cosmos was once carried in the small 
world of Mary’s womb. John the Baptist, 
whose strong voice we heard on the 
Jordan riverbank, today has no voice, and 
can only announce the good news of 
Jesus’ equally silent advent by an 
exultant leap of joy in Elizabeth’s womb. 
There are no crowds pressing forward, 
asking questions.  There are only two 
pregnant women as the first and most 
intimate audience for the meeting of the 
Messiah with his precursor and the one 
question Elizabeth asks of Mary – “How 
does this happen to me, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me?” 
 
 As the ark of the covenant was 
being taken up to Jerusalem, David 
danced before it in joyful reverence for 
the sacred artifacts of Israel is contained. 
John now dances before Mary, the new 
“ark” of a new covenant, sealed in flesh 
and blood of the child she carries in her 
womb – the most holy possession of 
Israel.  When the six-month-old baby 
leaps in Elizabeth’s womb, she too 
becomes a prophet.  Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, she reads the signs of the times, 

the “something more” of an ordinary 
human event – the stirring of the child in 
her womb – and proclaims the 
blessedness that God has bestowed on 
Mary and the One she carries. 
 
 The Advent mystery tells us that 
God has a special love for apparently 
unimportant people and places – for 
backwater Nazareth and its young 
woman; for the unnamed village of an 
old country priest and his aging wife; for 
the town of Bethlehem-Ephrathah which, 
but the time of the prophet Micah had 
been eclipsed by Jerusalem in 
importance, even though the former was 
David’s birthplace.  The word of the Lord 
that came to Micah announces that a 
new future awaits this town for, like a 
woman in labor, its pain (of neglect) will 
be changed when it brings forth a future 
king who will fulfill the dreams as yet 
unrealized by the Davidic lineage.  The 
one to come will be shepherd of his flock, 
caring for them in the strength of the 
Lord and bringing peace and security. In 
such unimportant places and in 
unexpected ways, the Son of David will 
be born as the fulfillment of the dreams 
of his people.  In us, too, such dreams will 
be fulfilled if we offer Jesus hospitality. 
 
 Do we recognize the glory of God in 
unimportant people and places?  Or do 
we drop a veil over the poverty and pain 
that can exist not only in far-off places, 
but also nearby, and even in our own 
hearts?  Some people dread the 
approach of Christmas.  The loneliness, 
for example, of those suffering the pain 
of broken relationships or distance from 
loved ones is intensified by viewing the 
joyful companionship and family 
gatherings of those around them. In 
many places, the rates of suicide and 
domestic violence rise this “season of 
goodwill” when not much goodwill is 
experienced by some people.  This is a 
challenge to our families and parish, and 
one that many Christians are meeting 

with great generosity and hospitality. 
 
 God has given us the most 
wonderful of Christmas gifts – his own 
Son, wrapped in our human flesh.  But 
the whole Christ, head and members, is 
not yet fully formed.  Until the end of the 
ages, he continues to wrap himself in the 
love and fidelity of his disciples. 
 
 We are finally upon the celebration 
of Christmas this week.  First, however, 
there is one last opportunity to celebrate 
reconciliation with our Communal 
Penance Service Sunday, today, at Holy 
Spirit Church at 2:30 pm.  Just a reminder 
for the Christmas celebration, here is our 
Mass schedule for next weekend: 

Christmas Eve at 4:00 pm. (children 
are asked to bring bells to ring 
during the singing). 

Christmas Eve at 7:00 pm 
Christmas Day at 10:00 am. 
NO MASS CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON 
Sunday, December 26 @ 8:30 am 
Sunday, December 26 @ 11:00 am 
 

 The parish office will be open this 
week through Thursday. The offices are 
closed Christmas Eve and the Monday 
after Christmas.  If you have business to 
be transacted between Christmas and 
New Year’s, call ahead to make sure 
someone is around.  The offices will be 
closed on New Year’s Eve and the 
Monday after New Year’s.  Have a 
blessed week  
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of December 19, 2021

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45

Monday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38

Tuesday Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45

Wednesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Thursday Saint John of Kanty, Priest
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66

Friday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29;
Lk 1:67-79
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25

Saturday The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or 
Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Sunday Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 

or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 
or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, December 21

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, December 22
8:30 AM Mass 

Thursday, December 23
8:30 AM Mass

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 PM Mass
7:00 PM Mass

Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 AM Mass

Sunday, December 26
Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Join Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski in a four-part series 
of preached Holy Hours 

to help you prayerfully enter 
into the Advent season

December 20
7:00-8:00 pm

Paulette “Polly” Kellmurray

Estela Dedicatoria
Mother of: Rodames & Virginia Dedicatoria

Donna Zolnierek
Mother of:  Dan & Gail Jacqmain and family

Lord, we remember in our prayers those 
whom you have called to be with you.  May 
the calming peace of your love be with their 
families.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, and may the perpetual light shine upon 
them.  Amen.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



In and Around Our Parish 
 

Religious Retirement Collection 

Religious give thanks.  A sister writes, “Our prayers belong most of all to the generous benefactors 
whose donations have made this financial assistance possible.”  Thank you for supporting the 
Retirement Fund for Religious collection.  Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift supports 
elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.  

 

Thank You  •  2022 Calendars 

Our sincere gratitude to the Owners, Staff and families of Snow Funeral Home for the beautiful 2022 
calendars.  Thank you for this wonderful gift to our parish. 
 
Parish Office Hours 

The office will be CLOSED Friday, December 24, Monday, December 27 and Friday December 31, 
Monday January 3.  Should you have business between Christmas and New Years please call ahead 
to be sure someone is in.  Happy Holidays. 
 

Financial Donations 

All donations for 2020 must be to the parish office by Sunday, December 26 to be posted for the 2021 
calendar year.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Bible Sharing  •  Holiday Break 

There will be NO Bible Sharing on Wednesday, December 22 & 29 and January 5, 2022.  Please join 
us on January 12, 2022 at 10:00 AM in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
Have a blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 
 
COVID-19 and Masks 

Over the past couple of weeks, we have seen an increase in the number of infections in our area.   
At the discretion of the parish and staff about the health and safety of others, STA is strongly 
encouraging people to wear masks when in Church.  Also, we are asking that Communion Ministers 
wear a mask when distributing Communion during Mass including the presider.  We will continue to 
reevaluate and communicate to you.  Thank you. 
 

Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen •  December 25 & 26 

The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank you for your 
continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green Beans, 
Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid 
Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups any kind of Packaged 
Cookies and Cooking Spray.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 
48607, checks payable East Side Soup Kitchen. 
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
December 30 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

Christmas at St. Thomas Aquinas 
 

Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 
December 24                      4:00 PM 

     7:00 PM  Livestreamed 
 

The Nativity of the Lord 
December 25  10:00 AM 

 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

December 26   8:30 & 11:00 AM 

OPLATEK 
Christmas Wafer 

The breaking of the 
Christmas wafer is a 
custom that began in 
Poland in the 10th cen-
tury and is practiced by 
people of Polis ancestry 
around the world.  It is 
considered the most 
ancient and beloved of 
Polish traditions. 
 
Oplatek are available in 
the narthex for you start 
or continue our own 
family blessing.  
 

Wesołych Świąt 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship
Rejoice! The Word became flesh 
and dwells among us! Oh, come, 
let us adore Him! 

December 4 & 5, 2021
Envelopes ............................ $17,663.00
Loose ........................................ $843.00
Electronic (ACH) ....................... $998.00
Religious Retirement ................ $425.00
Christmas ................................. $340.00
Christmas Flowers ................. $1,750.00
Total .................................... $22,019.00

Our financial stewardship to St 
Thomas Aquinas for the weekends 
of December 19 & 26, 2021 and 
January 2, 2022 will be reported in 
the bulletin on January 9, 2022.

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

R.F. Koester Inc.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2021 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


First Reading: Micah 5:1-4 

The prophet Micah attacked the social injustices of Israel.  Still, he looked 
ahead to a day when the tiny city of Bethlehem, the birthplace of David, 
would bring forth a new shepherd, a good shepherd, who would unify the 
people and bring peace. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 

The letter to the Hebrews constantly looks to the Old Testament and shows 
how Jesus surpassed its laws and sacrifices.  In Old Testament times the 
people offered animal sacrifices over and over in atonement for their sins.  
But this could not compare to God-made-flesh who gave his life once for the 
sins of all. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 1:39-45 

Elizabeth proclaims her joy-filled faith in God that will be accomplished 
through Mary’s child and praises Mary for her “yes” to God’s plan.  Through 
Mary, mother of Jesus, God has become present to the world.  As St. 
Ireneaus preached, “Because of God’s great love for us, Jesus, the Word of 
God, became what we are in order to make us what he is himself.”  All we 
can do to respond to such love is to share it, to make Jesus the Christ who 
comes, a reality, a living light, in our lives and live sf others. 
 
For your reflection:  Do I see my life as a response to the gift of God?  In what 
ways do I respond? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Mary was excited about her first pregnancy and rushed to tell her cousin. 
Sadly children are often seen as a liability, “another mouth to feed” or an 
“obstacle to my career.”  It is said “Christmas is for children.”  It is more 
accurate to say “Christmas is for adults to appreciate the gift of children!”  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came to my ears, the babe in 
my womb leaped for joy.”    Luke 1:44 
 
When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at Mass, do you 
“leap for joy?”  If not, don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 
yourself.  What are you doing to grow in friendship with Jesus?  How do you 
prepare for Mass each week?  Or, do you just show up and expect to be 
entertained?  As the Body of Christ, we are called to be active participants, 
not just passive observers.   

1 December 19, 2021  •  Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

Readings for the  

Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

Updated COVID-19 guidelines: *NEW 

Only one Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

*While waiting to celebrate the 

sacrament, you may wait in the narthex 
practicing social distancing. 

*The reconciliation room setup is in the 

nave of the church, to the left and right 
of the confessional rooms.  There will be 
two priests available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 feet 
social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating the 
sacrament, you must leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

January 8 & 22 

ADVENT 

COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION 
 

Sunday, December 19  
2:30 PM  

Holy Spirit Church 

What I Love About Being Catholic... 
What I like about being Catholic is that I am able to receive Jesus physically through the Holy Eucharist and spiritually 
through the Word in the Bible.  A. E. 
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Today’s readings: Micah 5:1–4a; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 
18–19; Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39–45. In the season of 
Advent, we look to those who watched and waited for Jesus 
when he first came into the world. The people of Israel, who 
first heard the words of the prophets, were waiting. The 
prophets spoke God’s Word to them and gave them hope. 
They described the one who would come and the kingdom 
he would bring. Micah says his greatness extends to the ends 
of the earth.

Mary waited for the messiah throughout her early life. 
But she waited for Jesus in a way unique to her. When she 
was invited to be part of this completely new thing God was 
doing, she said yes with her whole heart. And then she set out.

Elizabeth’s words to Mary communicate something 
important. “Blessed are you who believed that what was 
spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary is 
blessed because she knew that God was a keeper of prom-
ises. As we wait in hope, we can meditate on this truth. Take 
some time to think about what we hope for. We often worry 
about the conditions of the world. The weight of its broken-
ness can be hard to bear. But God keeps promises. In the 
words of the prophets and in the life of Jesus, a new possi-
bility is revealed. Take some time today to meditate on the 
possibility of a world filled with God’s love, governed by 
justice and peace to the ends of the earth.

Sunday, December 19, 2021
Blessed Are You Who Believed

Keeper of Promises
Father, 
you keep your promises
to Sarah, to Hannah,
to Elizabeth, to Mary,
to your people Israel.
You have promised to heal the world

and to fill it with your love
like water fills the sea.
Help us to wait in hope.
Give us food for the journey
that our eyes might see your salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Fourth Sunday of Advent



© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 20
Nothing Impossible
“Nothing will be impossible for God.” It is easy to be dis-
couraged when confronting a struggle. People have cried out 
to God throughout salvation history, longing to heal the bro-
kenness in their lives and in the world. God’s solution came 
in a way beyond their comprehension: God coming to experi-
ence human life and thereby redeem it. Consider illustrating 
this Gospel passage or copying the Scripture. While you are 
reflecting, meditate on these words: “Nothing will be impos-
sible for God.” What are the seeming impossibilities in your 
life? Where might God provide solutions beyond your imag-
ination? Today’s readings: Isaiah 7:10–14; Psalm 24:1–2, 
3–4ab, 5–6; Luke 1:26–38.

Tuesday, December 21
The Visitation
Imagine yourself alongside the newly pregnant Mary as she 
goes “in haste” across eighty miles of rough terrain, seeking 
out someone also experiencing a miraculous pregnancy. 
What did she see, hear, and think about as she was walking? 
We know that John the Baptist leapt for joy within his mother 
at the sound of Mary’s voice. What do you think Elizabeth 
felt when John leapt for joy? Today’s readings: Song of Songs 
2:8–14 or Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Psalm 33:2–3, 11–12, 
20–21; Luke 1:39–45.

Wednesday, December 22
He Has Lifted Up the Lowly
Mary proclaims the Magnificat, her song of praise to God, in 
Luke 1:46–56. Copy the Scripture. Which words particularly 
speak to you? While reading the Scriptures, we see how God 
has acted in history. This can help us to see what God is 
doing today. How do you see God acting as Mary proclaims? 
Today’s readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4–8; 
Luke 1:46–56.

Thursday, December 23
Great Mercy
In today’s Gospel, the birth of John is described as “the Lord 
had shown his great mercy toward” Elizabeth. When have 
you experienced God’s mercy? God kept the promise 
to Elizabeth, and in doing so, kept the promise of the proph-
ets of old, that one would come who would prepare the 
way of the Lord. Today’s readings: Malachi 3:1–4, 23–24; 
Psalm 25:4–5ab, 8–9, 10, 14; Luke 1:57–66.

Friday, December 24
Nativity Scene
Laying out a Nativity can be a contemplative experience. 
If you have already set up a Nativity, spend some time sitting 
before it in silent prayer. What do you notice? Did you know 
that St. Francis of Assisi put together the first Nativity? 
Nativities have helped Christians to pray about the incarna-
tion for hundreds of years. Today’s readings: Morning: 
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; 
Luke 1:67–79.

Saturday, December 25
Joy to the World!
Today we celebrate the incarnation, God becoming human 
that we might share in God’s divine life. We might wonder 
why God would choose to become something so vulnerable 
as a new baby. Why would God want to enter into the human 
condition, with all its limitations? Why would God enter into 
a world with sadness and suffering, and death? He came to 
open the way to a new possibility: a kingdom marked by jus-
tice, peace, and life. God’s love is more than anything we can 
imagine, and God’s will is for us to live in that love. Today’s 
readings: Night: Isaiah 9:1–6; Psalm 96:1–2, 2–3, 11–12, 
13; Titus 2:11–14; Luke 2:1–14 ; Dawn: Isaiah 62:11–12; 
Psalm 97:1, 6, 11–12; Titus 3:4–7; Luke 2:15–20; Day: 
Isaiah 52:7–10; Psalm 89:2–3, 4–5, 27, 29; Hebrews 1:1–6; 
John 1:1–18 or 1:1–5, 9–14.



You're Invited!

Boy's Basketball
Girl's Basketball
Boy's Hockey
Co-Ed Skiing
Co-Ed Bowling
7th & 8th Grade Girl's Basketball
7th & 8th Grade Boy's Basketball

As we conclude 2021, we have so much to
celebrate! It's always a joy to end the year with our
community Christmas concerts. The events are free
and open to the community. For full details on either
event, please visit www.NouvelCatholic.org/News.

Additionally, our winter sports seasons are
underway. Priests and Pastoral Administrators are
always welcome on campus as our guest for any
home games. Our team is working on getting an
official pass for each of you, so that there is no cost
to attend any non-MHSAA sponsored event. In the
mean time, please feel free to attend any of the
upcoming home sporting events:

*Full schedule can be viewed online at: 
www.NouvelCatholic.org/NCCHSAthletics

Service Above Self
Throughout the past month, our students have been serving the community in several different ways. Our Young
Fives and Kindergarten students donated items for Operation Christmas Child. Students from the high school
volunteered their time to help with Holidays in the Heart of the City's Living Nativity and most recently, students from
both campuses sang Christmas carols as part of Covenant HealthCare's Lights Before Christmas event. You can read
more about each project online at www.NouvelCatholic.org/News

Nouvel Catholic Central
Parish Communication - December 2021

Operation Christmas Child Living Nativity Lights Before Christmas



O u r  M i s s i o n :  W e  a r e  N o u v e l  C a t h o l i c  C e n t r a l ,  
c a l l e d  b y  C h r i s t  t o  l e a r n ,  l o v e  a n d  l e a d . . .  c o u r a g e o u s l y ! Pg. 2

Catholic Identity Spotlight

All Saints Day and Veteran's Day were both extra special this year for our staff, students and
community members. Not only did we have special Mass services for both occasions, we were able
to celebrate in some unique ways. After spending time researching the various Saints, our 5th grade
students were able to dress as their Saint and assist with the All Saints Mass. On Veteran's Day, our
high school invited any local veterans to attend the special Mass so that they could worship together
on campus and be honored after Mass.

Catholic Schools Week - Jan. 29 through Feb. 4, 2022

We are so blessed to be planning another Catholic Schools Week
together! Nouvel wants to make sure that we are working with our
Parishes to provide the most meaningful celebration for our
Parishes and families. We have so many great things to celebrate.
A survey will be sent out in the upcoming weeks and we ask for
your honest feedback. Your responses will help us ensure we're
planning the most appropriate outreach for each of our Parishes.

We look forward to celebrating Catholic education with you
during this special week-long celebration!

We're here to help!
Staff, students and Nouvel families love to give back and get
involved. Does your Parish need assistance with anything; alter
servers, volunteers to clean the Church, greeters at Mass, students
to thank Parishioners as the come and go, a food pantry restock?
Nouvel is here to help! Please feel free to send any requests to
Kelly Breasbois, Admissions & Marketing Director at 
(989) 399-2230 or kbreasbois@nouvelcatholic.org and she will
help find interested volunteers to assist with any needs your Parish
might have. Nouvel is grateful for your support and we want to
assist you in any way that we can. 



This year we helped the East 
Side Soup Kitchen with their 
annual Thanksgiving Dinner  

with over 190 pies. 
 

Thank you St. Thomas Aquinas for all that you do! 



Dear Parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas, 

On behalf of all those we serve at Mustard 
Seed Shelter, THANK YOU for your 
generosity this Thanksgiving.  After 
receiving the Meijer gift cards, we 
immediately got them in the hands of four 
families who had called earlier in the week 
seeking assistance!  Your generosity is a 
true act of Christ's love in action! 

Be assure of our prayers for a blessed 
advent season!  

In God’s peace & love, 

Amy Bartels-Roe, Director and 

all at Mustard Seed 

Dear Friends,  

 Your generous gift helped us to have a 

very Happy Thanksgiving!  We hope you 

and your celebrations were full of joy and 

gratitude. 

 We remember you and the parishioners of St. Thomas 

Aquinas in our daily prayers.  May you have health, safety 

and gratitude during this beautiful season.  As the scripture 

reminds us, may we always remember, regardless of the date, 

our God is always faithful. 

 With deepest gratitude, 

 Srs Laura, Dianne and Laurene 

 Sisters of St. Clare 

November 2021 



Thank you     Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast 

Serving breakfast and God’s love to guests of the Saginaw community. 

 

 The Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast would like 
to thank Saint Thomas Aquinas for the generous 
donation from their giving pie.  With the donations it will 
allow us to purchase personal care items for those in 
need in our community.  Thanks so much!  

Your friends in Christ, 
Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast Committee 
 
Breakfast is served the 3rd Saturday of the month.  Volunteers are welcome 

to help serve.  Contact the Cathedral parish office, 752-8119. 

November 2021 

Dear Parishioners,  
 On behalf of the staff, and board members, 
I would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank You” 
for your generous donation of gift cards and the 
200 delicious pies to the East Side Soup Kitchen.  
Our guests enjoyed the pies. 
 With the thoughtful generosity of people 
such as you, we are able to continue to serve 
our most in-need neighbors. 
 Thank you for supporting our efforts in 
providing meals and hope in the heart of 
Saginaw. 
 
 Gratefully, 
 Diane Keenan 
 Executive Director 
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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