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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 I found this reflection on this gospel 
that I am sharing with you. It comes from 
Living Liturgy for the Feast of the 
Epiphany. 
 
 Who are the magi?  They may be 
historically controversial, but there is no 
doubt about the way in which they thrill 
our imagination and make us wonder 
about their visit to the child.  Wonder and 
excitement about journeying to Jesus are 
important for everyone Christian, whether 
king or commoner.  Three magi is not from 
the Bible but from a legend recorded by 
the 8th century saint and first English 
historian Bede the Venerable that we have 
numbered and named the magi Melchior, 
Caspar, and Balthasar.  Artist, especially 
after the discovery of the New World, have 
often made the magi a multiracial trio, 
with black, red, and yellow faces, and the 
presumption of the one-to-one 
correspondence with their three gifts.  The 
scholars may rightly debate historical 
issues; as listeners to the biblical word 
proclaimed in the assembly, and prayed in 
our sacred reading, we simply accept the 
narrative of the feast as story, but as story 
laden with symbols and rich in theological 
associations.  And a story is often the 
surest, straightest line to the truth. 
 
 Guided by their natural and scientific 
wisdom, equipped with wealth and 
readiness to take risks, the magi – learned 
one, possibly Persian astronomers – 

discover that following a star and 
searching for the truth can lead one into a 
political minefield.  It was a widespread 
belief that heavenly portents marked the 
birth of great leaders, and so they come to 
Jerusalem to look for a baby whom they 
describe as the “newborn king of the 
Jews.”  
 
 Panicking at the suggestion of any 
threat to his power, Herod gathers around 
him his “yes” men, those whom Matthew 
names as the same opponents of Jesus in 
the passion narrative and inquires of them 
where the Messiah was to be born.  For his 
own theological purposes, Matthews 
modifies the prophet Micah’s text with the 
David text from 2 Samuel 5:2 to add a 
royal note to the search for the newborn 
king.  The wisdom of the word of God in 
the Hebrew Scriptures is thus offered and 
accepted by the magi.  They have the 
humility to know that they are not self-
sufficient, that they need help on their 
search; and they have the discernment 
that sees through Herod’s hypocritical and 
vicious suggestion that, when the magi 
have found the child, they return to tell 
Herod the whereabouts of the child so that 
he, too, can go and pay him homage.  
 
 In the Gentile magi, the divisions of 
culture, religion, and nation are reconciled 
because, as we respond with the antiphon 
of Psalm 72, “Lord, every nation on earth 
with adore you.”  If we believe that every 
nation, every religion has some gift to offer 
God, can we dare refuse to accept the gifts 
that strangers bring us?  A multicultural 
society and church are witnesses to the 
inclusiveness that Christ asks of us. 
 
 The most important gift we can offer 
Christ – the gift that is richer than any 
gold, frankincense, or myrrh – is, of course, 
the wealth of our love and the fragrant 
readiness of suffering that this will 
inevitably entail. In the gifts that the wise 
ones offer to the Christ Child, there is 

again the hint of the paschal mystery: the 
myrrh of embalming, the frankincense that 
fragranced the temple sacrifices and 
burned before the holy of holies, the gold 
of precious value.  The magi go home by 
another route when they realize that they 
are being manipulated by hypocrisy and 
jealous power-seeking. It is, Matthew 
suggests, often the strangers and 
outsiders – and today read the asylum 
seekers or the unpretentious poor or those 
who work for justice – who reveal to us, as 
individuals and as nations, how and what 
we should be seeking and how to come 
home to this truth. 
 
 On behalf of Fr Kevin and myself, I 
would like to express our gratitude for the 
many cards, gifts, well-wishes, and 
goodies we received over the Christmas 
holidays.  Your kindness and generosity 
are greatly appreciated.  May God 
continue to be as blessed and generous to 
you.  
 Because the way the feasts and 
holidays happen, the parish office will be 
closed on Monday as part of the New 
Year’s holiday.  Tuesday, we return to our 
regular office hours. 
 
 As we move into this new year, 2022, 
let us remember those who continue to 
search for the Christ child and the gifts he 
brings.  We are still in the Christmas 
season until next weekend, the feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord.  Have a blessed 
week! 
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of January 2, 2022

Sunday Epiphany of the Lord
Is 60: 1-6, Ps 72: 1-2. 7-8. 10-11. 12-13, 
Eph 3: 2-3a. 5-6, Mt 2: 1-12

Monday Monday after Epiphany
1 Jn 3: 22- 4: 6, Ps 2: 7bc-8. 10-12a, 
Mt 4: 12-17. 23-25

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seaton, Religious
1 Jn 4: 7-10, Ps 72: 1-2. 3-4. 7-8, Mk 6: 34-44

Wednesday Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop
1 Jn 4: 11-18, Ps 72: 1-2. 10. 12-13, Mk 6: 45-52

Thursday 1 Jn 4: 19-5: 4, Ps 72: 1-2. 14 and 15bc. 17, 
Lk 4: 14-22

Friday 1 Jn 5: 5-13, Ps 147: 12-13. 14-15. 19-20, Lk 5: 12-16

Saturday 1 Jn 5: 14-21/ Ps 149: 1-2. 3-4. 5 and 6a and 9b,
Jn 3: 22-30

Sunday Is 40: 1-5. 9-11, Ps 104: 1b-2. 3-4. 24-25. 27-28. 29-30 
(1), Ti 2: 11-14; 3: 4-7, Lk 3: 15-16. 21-22
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, January 4

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, January 5
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, January 6
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Friday, January 7
8:30 AM First Friday Mass

Saturday, January 8
The Baptism of the Lord

4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, January 9
The Baptism of the Lord

8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Timothy D. Murphy
Beloved of Bertha Sheridan

Tomasz Dadlez
Husband of Anna Dadlez 

Family & Friends of
Thomas Luplow

Lord, we remember in our prayers those 
whom you have called to be with you.  
May the calming peace of your love be 
with their families.  Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, and may the 
perpetual light shine upon them.  Amen.
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Bible Sharing  •  Resumes January 12 

There will be NO Bible Sharing on Wednesday, January 5, 2022.  Please join us next 
Wednesday at 10:00 AM in the Parish Office Meeting Room. 
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Bill & Sally S. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
January 28 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

 

The Twelve Days of Christmas 
 

The Twelve Days of course stand for the Christmas season, 
between December 25 and January 6, and the True Love is God 
Himself who gives Christians special gifts on each of the twelve 
days. 
 

 A Partridge in a Pear Tree symbolizes Christ as a bird, gathering his young under 
his wings; the tree recalls the tree of Paradise, which Adam lost by sin and Christ 
promised to restore.  The first gift is god’s own Son, Jesus. 
 

 Two Turtle Doves represent the Jewish family’s sacrifice in the temple when a 
son was born.  Our sacrifice today is the Divine Liturgy. 
 

 Three French Hens are the gift of the Magi to baby Jesus, or the gifts of faith, 
hope and charity realized in the Savior's birth. 
 

 Four Calling Birds symbolize the four evangelists, whose words tell the story of 
Jesus’ birth. 
 

 Five Golden Rings suggest the first five books of the Old Testament, the Law, 
which Christ came to fulfill. 
 

 Six Geese A-laying symbolize the six days of the week when people worked to 
bring forth the fruit of the land. 
 

 Seven swans A-swimming suggest the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit or even the 
seven works of mercy. 
 

 Eight Maids A-milking represent the eight Beatitudes, which are Christian’s 
nourishment. 
 

 Nine Ladies Dancing are the nine ranks of angels or the nine fruits of the Holy 
spirit listed by  St. Paul in Galatians 5:22. 
 

 Ten Lords A-leaping are obviously the Ten Commandments. 
 

 Eleven Pipers Piping are the Apostles, now without Judas, who proclaimed the 
Good News of Jesus to the world. 
 

 Twelve Drummers Drumming represent the twelve articles of faith  
in the Nicene Creed. 

 

Wishing you and yours a blessed Christmas Season. 

Food Program Outreach • 

Old Town Christian Food 

Pantry • January 8 & 9 

Suggested items: dry 
pasta and sauces (in 
plastic if possible), canned 
soups, crackers, package 
dinners, canned meats, 
canned vegetables/fruits, 
pancake mix/syrup, 
cereals and any 
household paper products 
or cleaning products ie: 
dish/laundry detergents, 
cleaners, paper towel/
toilet paper.  Monetary 
donations can be sent 
directly to 600 Gratiot 
Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  
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Today’s readings: Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 
12–13; Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6; Matthew 2:1–12. “They 
were overjoyed at seeing the star.” The Magi had gone to the 
palace because their way of seeking wisdom—following the 
natural signs of the world—told them a king had been born. 
A king whose importance was so great that his birth was 
told in the stars. But the king was not in the palace. This 
birth, so significant as to be marked by a star, was hidden 
away in Bethlehem, a small town. 

The Magi were not Jewish. They did not know about 
the promise of God that was now being fulfilled. But God 
gave them a light to follow. The new thing that God was 
doing—fulfilling the promises of old to bring salvation to 
the ends of the earth—included them. 

Scripture tells us that when the star stopped over the 
place where Jesus was, the Magi were overjoyed to see it. 
Inside the home, they found Jesus with Mary, his mother. 
They fell down and worshiped him, so overcome were they 
with joy at what God was doing and at the gift of being 
allowed to share in it. 

Then the Magi went home by another route. This is, of 
course, practical, in that they were avoiding Herod. But they 
went home a different way because they were themselves 
different. They were changed by their joy. What light has 
God given you to follow? When have you been filled with 
joy? How did it change you?

Sunday, January 2, 2022
Overjoyed 

Be Our Light
Father, 
you reveal yourself throughout the ages,
showing us the light of your love.
You said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light.
When you sent your Son to reveal 

yourself most fully,

you gave a star as a sign.
Be our light.
Fill us with your light
that we might light the way to you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD



© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. Illustrated by John McCoy. Scripture 
quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home 
Monday, January 3
A Great Light
“The people who sit in darkness have seen a great light.” 
Jesus reveals himself as the light when he preaches the king-
dom of God and heals those who come to him. One purpose 
of the healing Jesus performed was to return to the commu-
nity those who were separated from society because of ill-
ness or disability. As Jesus heals, his identity shines forth 
as clearly as it did in the star of Bethlehem. With each heal-
ing, he also enters into the vocation of the messiah. Today’s 
readings: 1 John 3:22—4:6; Psalm 2:7bc–8, 10–12a; 
Matthew 4:12–17, 23–25.

Tuesday, January 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton was the first person born in the 
United States to be canonized a saint. As a young widow and 
mother of five, she converted to Catholicism. She founded 
the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph’s, and began the first 
Catholic girls’ school in the United States. She is the patron 
saint of Catholic schools. Today’s readings: 1 John 4:7–10; 
Psalm 72:1–2, 3–4, 7–8; Mark 6:33–44.

Wednesday, January 5
Perfect Love
“Perfect love drives out fear.” John certainly knew that 
the world was a broken place when he wrote his first letter. 
He had witnessed the crowds turning on Jesus and the early 
persecutions, in addition to the daily worries and anxieties 
all human beings experience. John knew that there were 
many dangers in the world. He does not say that perfect love 
causes fear not to arise. He says perfect love drives it away. 
This is not about a feeling but about whether we choose to let 
fear overwhelm us, or whether we choose a different path. 
Do not be afraid, God says. How can you choose love today? 
Today’s readings: 1 John 4:11–18; Psalm 72:1–2, 10, 12–13; 
Mark 6:45–52.

Thursday, January 6
Fulfilled in Your Hearing
Proclaiming the Scripture from Isaiah, Jesus describes the 
messiah and the era he has come to inaugurate. As Christ’s 
hands and feet in the world, we too must live this fulfillment. 
What might it mean to proclaim glad tidings to the poor? 
How can you proclaim liberty to captives? Where can you 
heal brokenness? The heartbreak that you feel over condi-
tions is your call to live in the kingdom of God. Today’s 
readings: 1 John: 4:19—5:4; Psalm 72:1–2, 14, 15bc, 17; 
Luke 4:14–22.

Friday, January 7
Carrying the Light
Some people keep their Christmas tree or manger until the 
traditional date of Epiphany, which was yesterday. There is 
also a tradition of keeping some decorations until the Feast 
of the Presentation in the Temple, or Candlemas, which is 
celebrated February 2. It can be beautiful to carry the joy of 
Christmas into Ordinary Time by leaving up a few decora-
tions, possibly some lights to symbolize that Jesus is the 
Light of the World. Today’s readings: 1 John 5:5–13; Psalm 
147:12–13, 14–15, 19–20; Luke 5:12–16.

Saturday, January 8
Joy Made Complete
Human beings are prone to conflict. In today’s Gospel, we 
hear the disciples of John the Baptist perceiving rivalry 
between John and Jesus. As a prophet, John knows that 
God’s project is healing all such divisions. He knows that he 
was called to prepare the way for the messiah, and now that 
the messiah is come, he feels nothing but joy. Where in your 
life has unnecessary conflict and rivalry stolen your joy? 
How can you be a peacemaker in those situations? John’s joy 
comes in seeing with God’s eyes. Can you look at a difficult 
situation with new eyes? Today’s readings: 1 John 5:14–21; 
Psalm 149:1–2, 3–4, 5, 6a, 9b; John 3:22–30.



St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship
The first reading today provides a 
challenging guideline for the good 
stewardship of our family 
relationships.  How do I measure 
up? 

December 19 & 26, 2021 
Envelopes...................... $11,216.00
Loose............................... $1,136.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $7,818.00
Religious Retirement ...... $1,420.00
Christmas ........................ $2,054.00
Christmas Flowers.............. $397.00
Diocese of Owensboro Relief
………………........................ $6,919.24
Total .............................. $30,960.24

Our financial stewardship to St 
Thomas Aquinas for the weekends 
of December 26, 2021 and January 
2, 2022 will be reported in the 
bulletin on January 9, 2022.

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

DURO Last Roofs

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1258

WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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