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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Even though we are reading 
through the gospel of Luke this year, 
we start Ordinary Time with the story 
of the Wedding at Cana from the 
Gospel of John.  Here at Cana, we 
meet Mary for the first time in John’s 
gospel and we hear the first and last 
words that she speaks in this gospel. 
There is already a sense of 
separateness between mother and 
son.  They are at the same wedding 
but come independently. Jesus being 
described as also invited with his 
disciples. John never refers to Jesus’ 
mother by her personal name, nor 
does he do this when speaking of “the 
beloved disciple.”  Both the ideal 
woman disciple and the ideal man are 
described only by their relationship to 
Jesus.  The mother of the Lord is the 
discerning one who notices that the 
wine has run out.  She stands before 
Jesus in the privileged role of mother 
and presents him with the problem. 
Jesus’ replay to her words have a note 
of rebuke as he calls her “Woman,” 
not the expected response to one’s 
own mother. 
 
 The mother is loved, but she is 
also an outsider – outside of Jesus’ 
free, unique relationship to God, his 
Father.  This pain will thrust through 

her most deeply when she is again 
named as “woman” on Golgotha and 
is the beloved and last gift from whom 
Jesus dispossesses himself before he 
hands over his breath to his Father. 
This will be the “hour” that Jesus tells 
his mother had not yet come at Cana.  
 
 His mother is persevering, even 
in the pain of Jesus’ response that 
amounts to telling her to keep out of 
it!  How readily do we persevere in 
our discipleship when faced with what 
seems to be a rebuke to our faith? 
The mother’s faith in the words of the 
Word goes beyond understanding. 
Not understanding, not hoping but 
believing – because “hope that sees 
for itself is not hope” (Romans 8:24) – 
the mother speaks to the stewards, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”  We never 
hear her speak again in John’s gospel. 
Even on Golgotha, there is nothing 
more to be spoken out of her 
motherhood and discipleship.  These 
words are enough for her, enough for 
John’s community – and enough for 
us. In obedience to Jesus’ words, the 
servants fill to the brim the six water 
jars used for the Jewish purificatory 
rites; then the draw and take the 
water-become-wine to the steward. 
The steward, who has not heard the 
words of Jesus or his mother, implies 
that it is the bridegroom who is 
responsible for this best wine.  The 
Cana bridegroom is a shadowy, silent, 
and inactive presence, a foil for the 
next time a bridegroom is mentions in 
John 3:29 – when John the Baptist 
acclaims Jesus to be the Bridegroom 
of his people – and himself as the best 
man who, according to cultural 
practice, presents the Bridegroom to 
the bride Israel and then withdraws.  
 
 The purificatory jars at Cana 

numbered six, a symbolic number of 
incompleteness.  At Jesus’ “hour” 
there will be a seventh jar, when from 
the clay of his passion-fired humanity 
there will flow the wine of his blood, 
not only for purification but for 
exultant transformation. 
 
 The wine become blood redeems 
and purifies his bride, the church, 
sanctifying and deifying her.  It allows 
her to participate in the Lord’s own 
death and transformation and 
nourishes her with the life of the 
resurrection.  Accordingly, the wine of 
“the wedding of the Lamb” is the 
mystical image for the entire paschal 
feast of the Lord, the feast of the new 
and eternal covenant-making in 
celebration, which we celebrate at 
every Sunday Eucharist.  We are now 
the wedding guests waiting to be 
willed with the sacramental wine. 
 
 Last week, we announced that 
Bishop Gruss has assigned to St 
Thomas Aquinas Parish a permanent 
deacon, Gary Patelski.  Gary and his 
wife, Arlene, have become 
parishioners here and he wanted to 
continue his diaconate ministry.  We 
welcome them to our parish and 
welcome his ministry. 
 
 This past week, Nouvel Catholic 
Central Schools returned to virtual 
mode as the number of COVID cases 
were increasing in both buildings. 
Because of that, we are monitoring 
the situation regarding NCCE school 
Masses carefully.  Last week, there 
was no school Mass.  At this writing, 
we do not know what this week will 
bring.  Stay tuned.  Have a blessed 
week. 
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of January 16, 2022

Sunday Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 62: 1-5; Ps 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3); 1 Cor 12: 4-11
Jn 2: 1-11

Monday Memorial of Saint Anthony, Abbot
1 Sm 15: 16-23; Ps 50: 8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23;
Mk 2: 18-22

Tuesday 1 Sm 16: 1-13; Ps 89: 20. 21-22, 27-28; Mk 2: 23-28

Wednesday 1 Sm 17: 32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144: 1b, 2, 9-10; 
Mk 3: 1-6

Thursday 1 Sm 18: 6-9; 19: 1-7; Ps 56: 2-3, 9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13; 
Mk 3: 7-12

Friday Memorial of Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr
1 Sm 24: 3-21; Ps 57: 2, 3-4. 6 and 11; Mk 3: 13-19

Saturday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection 
of Unborn Children 
2 Sm 1: 1-4, 11-12, 19. 23-27; Mk 3: 20-21

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6. 8-10/ Ps 19: 8, 9., 10,15; 
1 Cor 12: 12-30; Lk 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21

January 16, 2022  • Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 3

In Our Parish
Tuesday, January 18

NO Mass - Funeral for Henry Bush

Wednesday, January 19
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, January 20
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Saturday, January 22
9:00-10:00 AM Indiv. Reconciliation
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, January 23
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Family & Friends of
Anna Provenzano

Joyce Kissane
Wife of Tom 

Family & Friends of
Henry “Hank” Bush Jr.

Lord, we remember in our prayers those 
whom you have called to be with you.  
May the calming peace of your love be 
with their families.  Eternal rest grant 
unto them, O Lord, and may the 
perpetual light shine upon them.  Amen.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Mike Benajamin 
Veroncia 
Jordan 
Pete 
C.A. 
S.K. 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Sally S. 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
January 28 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

In and Around Our Parish 

 

STA Book Study Group 

We will be offering a Book Study on a book called ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child 
Back to the Church.’  We hope the book will offer some helpful insights on this 
topic and that it will generate some fruitful discussion.  If you’re interested, we 
have copies available for you for $7.  Our first meeting on the first three chapters 
of the book will take place Tuesday, January 25, at 6pm in the church basement. 
 

Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  January  22 & 23 

The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank you for 
your continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green 
Beans, Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool
-Aid Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups any kind of 
Packaged Cookies and Cooking Spray.   
 

Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable 
East Side Soup Kitchen. 
 
Cause For Joy  ●  SEASON 2  

Fr. Kevin, Co-Host of the "Cause for Joy" podcast is to resume next week.  Check 
out the podcast hosted by several young adults in the Diocese of Saginaw who 
reflect on topics related to the joy of Christian discipleship.  You can listen at 
causeforjoylife.wordpress.org or on whatever platform you usually listen to 
podcasts on (Apple podcasts, Spotify, Stitcher, Soundcloud, etc.).  
 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land  ●  April 25—May 5, 2022 

Holy Land in April  The pilgrims met with the Tour Leader this past week and he reported that the 
pilgrimage is still scheduled.  The boarder to Israel has opened to U.S. pilgrims, but at this time 
the number committed to this trip has dropped to twelve.  We need a  number of twenty or more 
to make the trip or we will need to reschedule once again.   
If you are interested, please pick up the information found in the narthex,  call 1-800-351-9893 or 
email info@ascensiontourstravel.com. 
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Special News 
Diocesan “9 Days for Life” 2022 Events - From January 21 to 29, the Diocese of Saginaw will offer 
a pilgrimage of prayer during the 9 Days for Life.  Faithful will gather at eight designated parishes 
across the Diocese to pray for and raise awareness of respect for all human life.  The 9 Days for 
Life will open with the Knights of Columbus Novena for Life on January 21 at the Cathedral of 
Mary of the Assumption in Saginaw.  The Novena for Life will then continue at seven additional 
designated parishes each day until concluding on January 29 at the Cathedral.  The Knights of 
Columbus Councils from the designated parishes will lead each Novena, which may be followed 
by an event planned by the parish, such as Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Evening Prayer and more.  
Each parish will livestream their events.  

Also, available are Family Activity Booklets for parish community families and Formation Lesson 
Plan packets for schools, youth/campus ministers, formation leaders and home school families to 
share Catholic beliefs and teaching on the Dignity and Sanctity of all Human Life.  For complete 
details of events, materials, and resources, please visit; saginaw.org/9daysforlife or call Lori 
Becker in the Office of Diocesan Outreach at 989.797.6652.  Sponsored by the Office of Parish Life 
& Evangelization at the Diocese of Saginaw.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://causeforjoylife.wordpress.org/


St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship

In today’s second reading, St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians (and us) that 
all of our gifts are from God and 
that they are given, not for 
ourselves alone, but for the 
common good. But the generosity 
of God knows no limits -- the 
miracle at Cana reminds us that 
whenever we faithfully do as God 
asks, He can change our gifts of 
water into wine!

January 9, 2022 
Envelopes...................... $10,945.00
Loose.................................. $646.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $638.00
Brown Bag.............................. $5.00
First Offering. ..................... $730.00
Total .............................. $12,964.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Self Serve Lumber & 

Home Center

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 

The last part of the book of Isaiah contains the words of a prophet who lived 
after the Jews returned from exile in Babylon six centuries before Christ.  
Upon their return, they found their temple destroyed and the city of 
Jerusalem leveled.  Still, the prophet sees a wonderful future for them 
because God loves them so much.  Note the beautiful image he uses to 
describe that love. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

Today, and for the next few weeks, our second reading will be from Paul’s letter 
to the Corinthians.  Corinth was a busy cosmopolitan seaport located in the 
central part of modern-day Greece.  Here, Paul addresses problems his 
converts are experiencing as they live a Christian life in this non-Christian 
environment. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 2:1-11 

This is Jesus’ first great “sign”: the transformation of water into wine at  
the wedding of Cana.  The wo symbols of wine and marriage introduce the 
public ministry of Jesus, the promised Messiah and bridegroom.  He turns 
embarrassment into honor.  Water becomes wine, disaster becomes delight, 
shame becomes glory.  His first public act announces to the world: “I came so 
that they might have life, and have it more abundantly.” 
 

For your reflection:  Jesus’ words transform.  How have Jesus’ words changed 

my life? 

 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

At Cana we get a good insight into Mary’s parenting style. She did not plead, 
argue, demand or manipulate. She merely pointed out the situation and trusted 
her son would make the best decision.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit.” 
 1 Corinthians 12:7 
 

St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a reason.  How has God 
blessed you?  Are you using your gifts according to God’s plan?  How are you 
helping to build God’s kingdom here on earth?  Remember that if you don’t 
do the work God planned for you, no one else can do it.  Live the life God has 
intended for you.  Take time to discern your charisms (gifts from the Holy 
Spirit).  Experience the supernatural Peace and Joy God desires for each of us. 

1 January 9, 2022  •  The Baptism of  the Lord 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Updated COVID-19 guidelines: *NEW 

Only one Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

*While waiting to celebrate the 

sacrament, you may wait in the narthex 
practicing social distancing. 

*The reconciliation room setup is in the 

nave of the church, to the left and right 
of the confessional rooms.  There will be 
two priests available to celebrate the 
sacrament.   

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind a 
screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 feet 
social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating the 
sacrament, you must leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

January 22 

What I Love About Being Catholic... 
1)   Love Sacraments 
2)   Receiving Eucharist—Receiving Jesus as His great love for me. 
3)   Reconciliation (Confession)  
      D.M. 
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The volunteer members wish to thank all of our 
parishioners and guests who donated to the Brown 
Bag Program for Christmas.   We are all blessed to 
have the everyday basics in our homes.  The Brown 
Bag lunches give 40 people a good lunch 3 days a 
week.  This program has been a part of St. Thomas 
for at least 30 years.  We are thankful for all the 
support from the faithful helpers.  It’s not a hard 
job—it just takes a commitment and time.  Your 
donations help buy the extras that go into the 
lunches like cookies, snack cakes, drink boxes, 
crackers, lunchmeat, and sometimes carrots and 
celery in snack bags.  We are blessed to have fruit 
donated weekly.  We also buy the bread and buns 
for the sandwiches weekly.  Please know your 
donation is never wasted and helps us greatly.   

May God bless all of you.  Thank you again. 

2021 

STA Brown Bag Program 



Dear Friends of St. Thomas Aquinas ~ 

 Thank you so much for all of the 

wonderful gifts we received from your sharing 

tree!  What a blessing you are to LifeClinic 

and the families in our 

community.   

God bless you! 

 Sincerely, 

 Lori Drake 

Dearest STA Parishioners: 

From the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU for your 
generosity this Christmas.  We are truly blessed and 
grateful and could “feel the love” with every envelope we 
received.  Your generous gifts are being used to purchase 
last minutes gifts for the women and children that we 
welcomed in the days just before Christmas.  The 
individuals we serve come to us from living on the streets, 
in their cars or from shelter to shelter and often come 
with nothing but the clothes on their backs.  And so your donations allow us to live as our 
Lord commanded us to do.  What a wonderful way to celebrate His birth! 

Wishing each of you and your extended families a very blessed Christmas season! 

Love, Amy and all at Mustard Seed 
Executive Director  

The Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast would like to THANK Thomas Aquinas 
Parish for the generous financial donations from your Christmas Giving Tree.  
With these donations it will allow us to purchase gloves, hats, socks underwear, 
and personal care items for those in our community that visit Saturday breakfast.  
Again, thank you. 
 

Your friends in Christ,  
The Cathedral Neighborhood Breakfast 
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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