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Mission Statement 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 Today, we begin our journey with 
Luke through a semi-continuous reading 
of the gospel in year C.  It is appropriate 
that the first four verses are read to 
remind us of Luke’s purpose in writing his 
two-part good news, the gospel and Acts 
of the Apostles.  In the Acts, the church is 
committed to doing in the power of the 
Spirit of Jesus what he himself did in the 
days of his flesh. Theophilus (“God-
lover”) was probably a significant 
Christian and patron of Luke.  God-lover 
though he may be, there is always more 
truth to be discovered, a greater 
commitment to be made, a new 
excitement about the tradition that has 
been handed down by those who were 
both eyewitnesses and servants of the 
word.  Luke is not one of these, but he is 
respectful of what he has received from 
them.  Using his own human gits and 
guided by the Holy Spirit, he is eager to 
record, order, and interpret the Jesus 
tradition for the sake of his patron and 
the wider community of believers. 
“Today” we are among those believers, 
gathered into the Liturgy of the Word, 
into the presence of Christ. 
 
 Today, Jesus is called up to the 
reading desk in the Nazareth synagogue. 
The people are expectant – here is the 
hometown boy made good, with a 
teaching reputation already established 
throughout Galilee.  They think they 
know him, but Jesus is the Messiah, the 
anointed One, with the fullness of the 
Spirit upon him.  Born, baptized, proved 
the faithful Israelite par excellence in the 
wilderness, Jesus speaks forth as the 
prophet the words of Isaiah as a 

summary of his mission that he about to 
begin.  The prophet, he proclaims, is 
called to announce good news to the 
poor – their liberty, healing, freedom 
from all oppression – as in the Jubilee 
year of release described in Leviticus 25 
and Deuteronomy 15. Whether such a 
year was ever actually celebrated in Israel 
is uncertain, but it persisted as a symbol 
of the possibilities found in a new era of 
empowerment for the disadvantaged. 
 
 Then comes the climax, the 
moment of interpretation of the word of 
God: “Today, this scripture passage is 
fulfilled in your hearing,” says Jesus.  That 
Jesus is the Word in our human flesh is 
what we have so recently celebrated in 
our Christmas festivities.  In the weeks of 
Ordinary Time, what will the “Amen, 
Amen!” in our first reading mean for us in 
our lives?  Will the tears and joy of Ezra’s 
and Nehemiah’s community, the 
amazement of the Nazareth synagogue in 
response to the word of God, be 
reflected in our responses to what we 
hear proclaimed in the Liturgy of the 
Word?  
 
 Around the time of the Jubilee Year 
2000, there were some great initiatives 
related to remitting debts of the poorest 
nations and adopting compassionate 
policies toward those detained as asylum 
seekers.  More than two decades later, 
have we, as a people baptized into 
prophecy, retained the urgency in 
advocating that our politicians continue 
this work?  What local church initiatives 
for justice and peace will keep Jubilee 
dreams alive through the decades of the 
third millennium?  What do we as 
individuals do in order to be “good news” 
to the poor? 
 
 This Tuesday evening, from 6-7 pm 
in the Church Lower Level, we are 
beginning a Book Study of the book 
entitled, Return: How to draw Your Child 
back to the Church.  Over the next 6 
weeks we will journey through this book 
and have time for discussion as to what 
people think.  Just let us know if you plan 
on attending in case we need to order 
more books. 
 

 Last week, we 
had an informational 
meeting about our 
upcoming Pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land 
beginning April 25.  We are getting 
excited about the trip but need to have 
more people to attend.  If you know of 
friends or family members that would 
like to make this pilgrimage, pass on the 
information to them.  We would like to 
get 20 people as a minimum size of the 
group.  For more information, please 
contact the parish office. 
 
 This week, Worship Commission will 
have their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday at 6:30 pm (note new time). 
We will be reviewing the Advent-
Christmas season and looking at the 
upcoming Lent-Easter season.  
 
 Next week, we will 
be celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week.  There is 
some information in our 
bulletin this week about 
an open house for the 
High School. Catholic 
Schools are an important educational 
ministry of the Church.  Your support 
helps to make it a viable option for so 
many children in our area.  We’ll have 
more about the events for next week. 
 
 This coming Friday, January 28, is 
the feast of St Thomas Aquinas, our 
parish patron.  We will have Mass on 
Friday morning at 8:30 am asking for his 
intercession and prayers for our 
community.  Plan on joining us for this 
special day. 
 
 I guess winter is here as well as the 
cold.  I no longer get the weather 
forecasts from Minnesota as my sister is 
now a Michigander, but I still hear about 
the snow and the cold. Stay safe during 
these winter months. 
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Grant, Lord, that I may
gladly share what I have 
with the needy.
Humbly ask for what I need 
from him who has, 
sincerely admit the 
evil I have done, 
calmly bear the evil I suffer,
not envy my neighbor 
for his blessings,
and thank you unceasingly
whenever you hear my prayer.
Amen. 

Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of January 23, 2022

Sunday Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Neh 8: 2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19: 8, 9, 10, 15
1 Cor 12: 12-30 or 1 Cor 12:12-14,27/ Lk 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21

Monday Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor
2 Sm 5: 1-7, 10/ Ps 89: 20, 21-22, 25-26/ Mk 3: 22-30

Tuesday Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, Apostle
Acts 22: 3-16 or Acts 9: 1-22/ Ps 117: 1bc, 2
Mk 16: 15-18

Wednesday Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
2 Tm 1: 1-8 or Ti 1: 1-5/ Ps 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10
Mk 4: 1-20

Thursday 2 Sm 7: 18-19, 24-29/ Ps 132: 1-2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14 
Mk 4: 21-25

Friday Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor
2 Sm 11: 1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17
Ps 51: 3-4, 5-6a, 6bcd-7, 10-11/ Mk 4: 26-34

Saturday 2 Sm 12: 1-7a, 10-17/ Ps 51: 12-13, 14-15, 16-17
Mk 4: 35-41

Sunday Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 1: 4-5, 17-19/ Ps 71: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17
1 Cor 12: 31 13: 13/ Lk 4: 21- 30
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, January 25

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, January 26
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, January 27
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Friday, January 28
8:30 AM Mass 
Patron Saint St. Thomas Aquinas

Saturday, January 29
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, January 30
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Mass

Friday, January 28th
St. Thomas Aquinas, 

Priest and Doctor 
of  the Church

8:30 AM
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Prayers 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Mike Benjamin 
Veronica 
Jordan 
Pete 
C.A. 
S.K. 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Sheila B. 
Abbey  
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
January 28 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

In and Around Our Parish 
 

Year End St. Thomas Aquinas Statements  

Year end St. Statements were mailed to your homes last week.  Questions on the STA Contribution 
Statements, PLEASE call Pat Messing at 799-2460 ext. 4.  Thank you. 

Year End Christ’s Mission Appeal Statements will be mailed directly by the diocese to anyone who 
made a one-time payment of $250.00 or more.  If you would like a statement, please contact Pat at 
the Parish Office. 

 
STA Book Study Group  •  ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to the Church’  

We begin the Book Study ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to the Church’ this 
Tuesday, January 25 at 6pm in the church basement.  Our first meeting we will review 
the first three chapters of the book. 
 
We hope the book will offer some helpful insights on this topic and that it will 
generate some fruitful discussion.  If you’re interested, copies of the book are 
available for you for $7 in the parish office. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch •  January  29 & 30 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice drink 
boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  
 

Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
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Special News 
Detroit Province Council of Catholic Women  •  April 29-30 

The Detroit Province Council of Catholic Women invites all Catholic women to join them for a 
statewide convention, with the theme of Beacons of Light, to be held on Friday afternoon and 
Saturday, April 29-30, in Frankenmuth at the Bavarian Inn Lodge & Conference Canter.  

The following speakers will be presenting to enrich our faith:  Fr. Patrick Maher, Elizabeth Gengle, Sr. 
Janet Schaeffler, OP, Bill Richart, and Sheri Wohlfert.  Three bishops will be presiding at the Eucharistic 
Liturgy at Blessed Trinity Church, Frankenmuth, with Bishop Gruss as the main celebrant.  A banquet 
and entertainment will provide some fun “sister time.”  Emmaus House of Saginaw will be the 
featured charity effort. 

A poster is on display in the gathering space.  For registration information, please email Rita Maher at 
rfmaher48453@yahoo.com or call her at 989-635-7072. 

 

Diocesan “9 Days for Life” 2022 Events  •  January 21 to 29 

From January 21 to 29, the Diocese of Saginaw will offer a pilgrimage of prayer during the 9 Days for 
Life.  Faithful will gather at eight designated parishes across the Diocese to pray for and raise 
awareness of respect for all human life.  The 9 Days for Life will open with the Knights of Columbus 
Novena for Life on January 21 at the Cathedral of Mary of the Assumption in Saginaw.  The Novena for 
Life will then continue at seven additional designated parishes each day until concluding on January 29 
at the Cathedral.  The Knights of Columbus Councils from the designated parishes will lead each 
Novena, which may be followed by an event planned by the parish, such as Mass, Eucharistic 
Adoration, Evening Prayer and more.  Each parish will livestream their events.  

For complete details of events, materials, and resources, please visit; saginaw.org/9daysforlife or call 
Lori Becker in the Office of Diocesan Outreach at 989.797.6652.  Sponsored by the Office of Parish Life 
& Evangelization at the Diocese of Saginaw.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Parish

Stewardship

The U.S. bishops’ pastoral on 
stewardship reinforces today’s 
reading from I Corinthians: 
“Because its individual members 
do collectively make up the Body 
of Christ, that body’s health and 
well-being are the responsibility of 
the members -- the personal 
responsibility of each one of us. 
We all are stewards of the 
Church.” 

January 16, 2022 
Envelopes........................ $9,002.00
Loose.................................. $562.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $5,878.00
Brown Bag............................ $25.00
First Offering. ..................... $350.00
Total .............................. $15,817.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Sponsor of
the Week

Gary’s Auto Body
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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First Reading: Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10 

The book of Nehemiah recounts events which happened about 100 years 
after the Jewish people had returned from the Babylonian exile.  After their 
initial religious fervor, the people’s moral life and commitment to the law 
had lapsed.  So Ezra the priest challenged the people to renew their 
commitment to the law, and conducted what would be called today a 
religious revival. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 
Today we continue our reading from the first letter of Paul to the 
Christians in Corinth, an important seaport.  He was answering a 
letter they had written to him, containing questions about Christian 
life in their community.  Among the questions was how to deal with 
the diversity of gifts within the community, and the rivalries and 
jealousies that inevitably arise.  He responds by using a comparison 
that you will recognize immediately.  
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 1:1-4, 4:4-21 

Jesus is in the synagogue of his hometown, Nazareth.  Present are 
those who came to pray, to hear Gods’ word and listen as it was interpreted 
for them.. From the scroll of Isaiah, the prophet, Jesus reads the text.  The job 
description of the Servant, and then claims his job description.  This mission 
and ministry, as his own.  It is God becoming human in order to give humanity 
a new vision that will heal, reconcile and liberate. 
 
For your reflection:  God’s Spirit empowers Jesus to proclaim God’s presence 
and release persons from what binds them.  For what do I want Jesus to free 
me? 

 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In today’s gospel Jesus was “praised by all” except at home in Nazareth where 
the “eyes of all were intently on him.”  Acceptance can be hard to find at 
home due to unreal EXPECTATIONS.  Jesus challenges us to “proclaim liberty” 
to anyone “oppressed” or “captive’ by our EXPECTATIONS. 
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to those who 
had nothing prepared…” Nehemiah 8:10 
 
Ezra’s instructions to the people show us that God does not forbid us from 
enjoying the good things in life.  He wants us to be happy! However, God 
expects us to be grateful for all that He has given us and to generously share 
our blessings with those who are in need.  Now here’s the hard part – to 
share all we have without expecting anything in return. 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

What I Love About Being Catholic... 
 
I love that Catholic’s knowing that I 
have a large support system in the 
church.  I love going to Mass and 
know that Jesus is present and 
comes to me Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist to help me and strengthen 
my faith.  Knowing He is ever 
present in good times and in times 
of trouble.  Being Catholic helps 
reinforce my belief's.                  J.Z. 
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NOUVEL  CATHOLIC

CENTRAL  HIGH  SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 31 | 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Nouvel Catholic Central High School

2555 Wieneke Road - Saginaw

O p e n  H o u s e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  E n c o u r a g e d

You Belong
at

Discover the many opportunities 
that await future Panthers at the

NCCHS Open House

Scan the QR code or visit
NouvelCatholic.org/HSOpenHouse

Can't attend or have more
questions, please contact
Admissions Director, Kelly
Breasbois at 989-399-2230
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WHHQ 1250 AM/ WMAX 1440 AM

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

AIDA B. PONCE, M.D.
PEDIATRICS

144 N  FROST •  SAGINAW 989-790-7665
If no answer please call 989-583-9877

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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