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Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 The image above is the Mount of 
the Beatitudes where Jesus taught the 
Beatitudes.  Today, our gospel is Luke’s 
version of this story.  In Luke, it is called 
the “Sermon on the Plain” unlike 
Matthew’s “Sermon on the Mount.”  It 
has nothing to do with geography that is 
governing each evangelist’s choice, but 
rather theology and the particular 
challenge each emphasizes for their 
respective communities.  Luke’s setting 
reflects Jesus’ very down-to-earth 
ground rules for inclusion in the kingdom 
of God.  The Lukan Beatitudes are less 
spiritualized than Matthew’s and, 
consequently, have more concrete social 
implications.  His words put down the 
standards of his society and raise up 
those of the kingdom of God.  Jesus is 
indulging in neither scare tactics nor 
praise for complacent satisfaction with 
one’s social status, so, how do we 
“transplant” these words into our lives 
and society 2000 years later?  
 For Luke, the poor were not just the 
poor in spirit as in Matthew; they were 
the economically impoverishes, the 
people on the margins, pushed there by 
as society that did not take seriously the 
covenant responsibility to which Moses 
and the prophets had called them. The 
poor are specifically loved by God, not so 
much because of what they are, but 
because of what God is – the 
compassionate defender of the weak and 
powerless.  Theologian Gustavo 
Gutierrez wrote in his 1991 essay “Voices 
from the Margin:” “God has a 
preferential love for the poor not because 
they are necessarily better than others, 

morally or religiously, but simply because 
they are living in an inhuman situation 
that is contrary to God’s will.  The 
ultimate basis for the privileged position 
of the poor is not the poor themselves, 
but in God, in the graciousness and 
universality of God’s unconditional love.” 
 As individuals, church, 
governments, our justice represents 
God’s justice to the world.  The poor, 
hungry, weeping, and persecuted people 
are those for whom the Church calls us 
to make a special option, one that will 
have both personal and political 
consequences.  In their pastoral letter, 
“Economic Justice for All,” the US 
bishops offer a finely balanced statement 
about the economy.  “Decisions must be 
judged in the light of what they do for 
the poor, what they do to the poor, and 
what they enable the poor to do for 
themselves.”  Our option for the poor is 
to be preferential not exclusive, 
respectful not denigrating, enabling not 
patronizing. 
 Since the poor do not need to be 
told they are poor, it seems that Luke has 
very much in mind the audience of 
affluent, comfortable, and self-satisfied 
Christians in his communities.  To make 
sure that poverty is not romanticized, 
Jesus speaks the next two beatitudes to 
the hungry and weeping. Jesus, and the 
early church in His Spirit, will provide for 
the hungry and tears are more precious 
in God’s sight than derisive laughter. 
Discipleship is not to be domesticated; it 
may demand the high price of hatred, 
exclusion, scorn, and eviction from the 
places of the privileged.  It is the struggle 
for justice when, for example, low-
income housing estates are gentrified or 
when those who fear a drop in their land 
value protest about group homes for 
people with disabilities being built in 
their “neighborhood.” When 
governments ignore the potential impact 
of climate change on the small land 
holdings of subsistence farmers, when 
their social welfare budget is insignificant 
when compared to the money spent on 
war, and when we – as citizens not only 
of our own nations but also of the 
kingdom of God – do nothing to 
advocate justice, then our ears need to 

be dug out by the “woes” of Jesus. 
 Next weekend, we will “officially” 
welcome Deacon Gary Patelski at our 
masses.  A question often asked is, 
“What does a deacon do?  The deacon 
does the following during Mass: 

Carries the Book of the Gospels in the 
Entrance procession 

Proclaims the Penitential Rite (Lord 
have mercy, …) 

Is the ordinary proclaimer of the 
Gospel after receiving a blessing 
from the presider 

Leads the Universal Prayer (Prayer of 
the Faithful) 

Sets the table as the gifts are brought 
forward 

Elevates the Chalice at the Doxology 
Is an ordinary distributer of Holy 

Communion 
Purifies the communion vessels after 

Communion 
Dismisses the assembly at the end of 

Mass. 
Outside of Mass, the 
deacon can baptize and 
witness Marriages.  He 
can also lead Parish Vigil 
services and committals 
as part of the Order of 
Christian Funerals.  As 
assigned to our parish, he 
becomes an ex-officio 
member of Pastoral Council, Finance 
Council and Commissions.  We welcome 
Deacon Gary to our parish. 
 Starting next weekend, we will 
resume the practice of dismissing those 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (EMHC) who are bringing 
Communion to our shut-in and 
homebound.  If you are fulfilling this 
ministry, there is a small basket on the 
credence table where you can put the 
pyx(es) you are using.  If you need more 
than one host, please mark that on your 
pyx. 
 We continue to lift Fr Kevin and 
others on the pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land.  He is scheduled to return by next 
weekend.  If anyone is still interested in 
going on the parish sponsored Holy Land 
Pilgrimage, please contact the parish 
office.  Have a blessed week.  
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Scripture Readings
Readings for the Week of February 13, 2022

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20;
Lk 6:17, 20-26

Monday Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk and Methodius, 
Bishop
Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76; Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19; Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mk 8:22-26

Thursday Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mk 8:27-33 

Friday Jas 2:14-24, 26;Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mk 8:34-9:1

Saturday Jas 3:1-10; Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8; Mk 9:2-13

Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12
-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38
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In Our Parish
Tuesday, February 15

8:30 AM Mass

Wednesday, February 16
8:30 AM Mass

Thursday, February 17
8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE

Saturday, February 19
9:00-10:00 AM 

Individual Rite of Penance
4:00 PM Mass

Sunday, February 20
8:30 AM Mass
11:00 AM Mass

Private Prayer Time

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits.

Guadalupe “Lupe” Hernandez
who was welcomed into the arms 

of his loving, Juanita on February 3rd

Lord, we remember in our prayers Lupe 
whom you have called to be with you.  
May the calming peace of your love be 
with his family.  Eternal rest grant unto 
him, O Lord, and may the perpetual light 
shine upon him.  Amen.
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Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Mike Benjamin 
Veronica 
Jordan 
Pete 
C.A. 
S.K. 
Harold G. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Jim & Pat D. 
Stephanie 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Sheila B. 
Abbey  
Greg 
Rachel 
 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
February 25 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

In and Around Our Parish 
 

STA Book Study Group  ●  Week 4 
You may still join us on Tuesday for the Book Study Group ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to 
the Church.’ by Brandon Vogt.  We hope that the book will offer some helpful insights on this topic 
and that it will generate some fruitful discussion.  Sessions are held in the church basement from 6:00
-7:00 PM. 
 
Pxy 
Please return pyx to the sacristy if you are no longer in need taking communion outside of church. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  East Side Soup Kitchen  •  February 19 & 20 
The food collection for next weekend will be for the EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN.  Thank you for your 
continuing support.  ESSK is in always need of the following items:  #10 cans of Corn, Green Beans, 
Carrots, and Peas, Peaches, Pears, and Fruit Cocktail; Applesauce, Pork & Beans; Juice/Kool-Aid 
Pouches, Small Bottled Water, Yams/Sweet Potatoes, Pudding & Fruit Cups any kind of Packaged 
Cookies and Cooking Spray.   
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 940 E. Genesee, Saginaw, MI 48607, checks payable East 
Side Soup Kitchen. 
 
Stay Informed at St. Thomas Aquinas with Evangelus  ●  Visit eva.us/stasaginaw  
There are so many amazing things going on at the parish.  Sign up so you won’t miss out.  To register 
for emails or text messages: EMAIL eva.us.stasaginaw or TEXT stasaginaw to 55321. 
Please contact the parish office if you would like to add your email address/addresses, have changed 
an email address or there have been updates your phone service. 
 
Bible Study & Sharing ● Wednesdays 10:00 AM  
All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible Study & Sharing 
is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 
 
Winter Weather Policy 
When there is inclement weather and Nouvel Catholic Central Schools and/or Saginaw Township 
Schools are CLOSED there will be NO morning Mass or church related events.  All day and evening 
church meetings will also be cancelled.  
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Special News 
 
FREE Movie Screening Event  ●  Monday, February 28 at 7:00 PM  ●  Rosary at 6:30 PM 
Screening at 7:00 PM at the Historic Court Street Theater, 1216 
Court St., Saginaw MI 48602 
 

PRAY - The Story of Patrick Peyton.  You’ll be inspired and want to 
join the Pray Together Now Campaign and pledge to pray daily 
with your family and those you love most!  See how family prayer 
can draw you and your family closer to God.  A Family Theater 
Productions.-Family Theater Productions creates family and faith-
based media that inspires, entertains and educates. 
 

Sponsored by World Apostolate of Fatima, Saginaw Diocese and 
Ave Maria Radio (1440 AM)  (105.9 FM Midland) 

 
Saginaw Catholic Men’s Conference  ●  Swimming Upstream: 
Living a Catholic Life in a Pagan World  
March 5, 2022 from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM at  St. Hyacinth Catholic 
Church Bay City, Michigan 
Featured Speakers: Bishop Robert Gruss and Steve Ray 
Purchase tickets at www.eventbrite.com.  Online only price: $25, pricing ends on 
February 22, 2022.  Walk-up registration starts at 7:30 AM  Admission is $30 paid at the 
door.  Priests, Religious & Under 21 FREE, admission includes lunch.  More information 
please contact The Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Saginaw at www.thecatholicmen.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ...................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Sponsor of
the Week

Deisler 
Funeral Home

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

The words of the Psalmist echo the 
theme of all of today's readings. 
"Happy are they who hope in the 
Lord."  As good stewards, firmly 
grounded in that hope, may we 
bear fruit in due season -- assisting 
the poor, feeding the hungry, and 
consoling the sorrowful whenever 
we have the chance. 

February 6, 2022 
Envelopes...................... $13,089.00
Loose.................................. $617.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $3,239.00
Brown Bag.......................... $175.00
Total .............................. $17,120.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8 

In the last years before the crushing defeat of Jerusalem and the exile to 
Babylon, Jeremiah watched the people destroying themselves through 
materialism and unfaithfulness to God.  Here he sets before them a clear 
choice. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 

In last week’s reading from first Corinthians, we heard the oldest written 
record of the Church’s core tradition about Christ’s resurrection.  Today’s 
passage follows directly from that, as Paul addresses concerns about our 
own resurrection. 
 
Gospel Luke 6:17, 20-26 

The Beatitudes challenge everything our consumer-oriented society 
values.  Wealth, power, and celebrity are the sought after prizes of our 
world.  For them it's this world that only matters.  God becomes 
unnecessary or even One who owe us prosperity and success.  The 
treasures of God's kingdom are love, humble selflessness and service, 
compassion and generosity.  We can become so absorbed in pursing the 
"good things of life" we devalue, take for granted, or forget the "riches" 
we already posses. 
 
For your reflection:  How can living simply and giving up things be liberating?  

Do I use things and love people, or use and love things? 

 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Don’t look very far when you hear today’s gospel speak of poverty, hunger, 
sorrow or exclusion.  These things happen in families. Children feel “insulted” 
when they are constantly criticized. Spouses “hunger” for affection. 
Grandparents feel “excluded” by divorce and custody decisions.  Parents 
“weep” because they feel alienated from their children.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“Blessed are you when people hate you,…exclude and insult you, and 
denounce your name…on account of the Son of Man.”    Luke 6:22 
 
All of us have been in situations when someone has made a negative 
comment or joke about God or our Catholic faith.  How did you respond?  
Did you stay silent or pretend to go along with the crowd because you didn’t 
want to cause waves and then, later, you felt bad?  Know that God is with 
you all the time; the Holy Spirit will put the right words in your mouth.  Pray 
for the strength and courage to proclaim our faith to others, especially 
during uncomfortable situations. 

1 February 13, 2022  •  Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Front Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may wait in the 
narthex practicing social distancing. 

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind 
a screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 
feet social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating 
the sacrament, you must leave the 
church nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

February 26 
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

Join us for our next session on Tuesday, February 15  
from 6-7 pm in the parish basement.  You do not need to have 
completed the readings to participate, though it would help you 
contribute in the small-group discussions. 

Chapter Seven: Plant the Seeds 

-Before moving into any sort of substantial conversation with your fallen-away child about God and 
the Church, you have to work the slow and gentle process of planting seeds.  Pushing too hard and too 
fast often leads to the greatest resistance. 

-The first and most important “seed” that needs to be planted in your child is unconditional love.  Do 
they trust that you love and care for them?  Can they tell by your words and actions? 

 -Sometimes this may require humbly asking for their forgiveness for anything you may have 
done over the years to hurt them. 

 -Draw inspiration from the Father in the parable of the Prodigal Son.  He gives without counting 
the cost and he rushed out to meet his son with mercy on his son’s return.  Your child may end up 
being able to sense God’s unconditional love for them through your unconditional; love. 

-Without nagging your child or constantly sending over-the-top religious and political emails you can 
occasionally “plant” a good Catholic resource in their midst. 

 -Your child is probably on some form of social media or watches videos on YouTube.  You can  
introduce your child to sites and channels that can strengthen their faith by occasionally sending them 
a link to a video they may be interested in (such as the channels “Ascension Presents” or “Word on 
Fire” on YouTube). 

-Planting seeds may not seem to be very effective.  You will rarely see immediate fruits.  But planting 
foundational sees of faith, trust, and love will help your child be more open to further discussions on 
matters of faith down the road.  “I planted the seeds, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth”  
(1 Cor. 3:6) 
 

-Discussion Question:  What’s something you could say or do this week that reassures your child of 
your unconditional love for them? 

Tuesdays 
6:00-7:00 PM 

 

➢   February 15 
 Chps. 9-11, pgs. 104-140 

 
➢   February 22 
 Chps. 12-13, pgs. 141-176 
 
➢   March 1 
 Chps. 14 & Con.,  
  pgs. 177-196 

 

RETURN 

How to Draw Your Child  
Back to the Church  

 

Brandon Vogt 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Book-Study Notes 

Week Three  



 

Chapter Eight: Start the Conversation 

-It’s often difficult for parents to talk with their kids about religion, but it’s not impossible!  After 
spending considerable time fasting and praying for your child, equipping yourself, planting seeds, 
and noticing your child has crossed the first threshold of openness, you can more effectively initiate 
a conversation. 

-To have a good conversation on faith, you probably don’t want to start with faith!  Let it come up 
gradually and organically.  Begin with asking normal questions about their daily life.  Eventually you 
can say something along the lines of: “Would you be open to talking with me sometime about your 
faith-life?  I just wanted to hear your thoughts on where you’re at.”  Don’t try to be confrontational 
or defensive- remember: “Propose, rather then impose.” 

-Don’t be discouraged by an initial rejection.  Brush is off, you’re in it for the long haul! 

-When the conversations eventually come, listening to your child has to say is a more important 
part of the process than the actual things you say.  Make sure your child knows your mission is to 
understand them, to listen to them.  You can show that through active listening skills and by not 
responding immediately with judgement or catechesis.  Absorb their criticisms and push forward 
with loving listening. 

-Some questions that could move the conversation along could be: “What do you believe about 
___,” “Why do you thing that’s true,” “How did you come to believe that,” “What do you mean by 
___,” “What would you say to someone who says ___?” 

-When the ball gets rolling, you might consider asking the question “What do you feel is the biggest 
thing that’s keeping you away from the Church?” 

 

Discussion Question: Based on your own previous experiences, what have you found works well 
and doesn’t work well in trying to start these conversations? 
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