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Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 In 1989, six Jesuits along with 
their housekeeper and her daughter 
were murdered in San Salvador. Jon 
Sobrino, SJ was part of that community 
but was lecturing somewhere else on 
that day.  If he had been there, he 
would have been killed as well.  At a 
presentation he was giving in London, 
he described his experience of All 
Saints’ Day at a Salvadoran refuge.  
Around the altar were cards with the 
names of deceased family members 
and friends of those in the refuge.  
Since they were not allowed to go to 
the cemetery to put flowers on the 
graves, they had painted flowers 
around the names.  One card with no 
flowers read: “Our dead enemies.”  At 
the conclusion of the Eucharist, an old 
man explained to Jon: “As we are 
Christians, you know, we believe that 
our enemies should be on the altar too.  
They are our brothers, spite of the fact 
that they kill and murder us.”  
 
 To love our enemies is surely 
hard, unreasonable, yet it is also the 
most radical obedience that Jesus asks 
of his disciples as he continues his 
Sermon on the Plain.  To love our 
enemies, who victimize us, makes us 
no longer victims; we become free 
people whose behavior is determines 
by no one else – except the Christ of 
whom we are disciples. 
 

 In Man’s Search for Meaning, 
Viktor Frankl, the Austrian Jewish 
psychiatrist imprisoned in the Nazi 
death camps, wrote about “the last of 
human freedoms,” the ability “to 
choose one’s attitude to a given set of 
circumstances.” It was this ultimate 
freedom that had helped him and 
others to survive even the most 
inhuman of situations.  To love and not 
hate, to bless and not curse, to be 
generous and not demanding, to be 
compassionate and not self-centered – 
the choice is always there.  For 
Christians, the strength to make such a 
choice depends on neither psychiatric 
theory nor theology (although both can 
support it); it is as simple and 
demanding as the words of the old 
Salvadoran refugee, “As we are 
Christians …” 
 
 The only motivation for this love is 
our kinship with God as daughters and 
sons, kinship with a God who is 
compassionate. Mercy is a most 
privileged gospel word.  In Jesus’ 
mother tongue, it derives from the 
word for “womb.”  It is like the womb-
love that a mother has for her child, 
fiercely protective and lavishing loving. 
That Jesus chooses in today’s gospel to 
describe his Father’s love as this 
mother-love – “Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful” – is not only a 
startling reinterpretation of that 
“Fatherhood” of God means, but also a 
challenge to what calls us to remember 
the mercy and love of God who 
forgives and removes our sins.  Our 
gratitude to God for this should urge us 
to try to be worthy sons and daughters 
of God, likewise compassionate and 
forgiving of others. Are we up to this 
challenge? 
 
 

 Pope Francis has called for a 
“Synod on synodality.”  It is something 
that his is asking for as many people as 
possible to be involved in.  What a 
Synod is and why this one will be 
talked about in the coming weeks.  We 
are gearing up for our part as a parish 
for input for this Synod.  The Pastoral 
Council will be having a listening 
session at their next meeting.  We will 
have two listening sessions later in 
March for parishioners. Fr Kevin has 
done an explanation video that will be 
available in the coming weeks as well.  
As they say on TV, stay tuned. 
 
 Starting this weekend, we will 
resume the practice of dismissing 
those Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (EMHC) who are bringing 
Communion to our shut-in and 
homebound.  If you are fulfilling this 
ministry, there is a small basket on the 
credence table where you can put the 
pyx(es) you are using.  If you need 
more than one host, please mark that 
on your pyx. 
 
 Just a reminder, Worship 
Commission will have their monthly 
meeting this coming Wednesday at 
6:30 pm.  I understand that NCCE is 
planning on their Fish Frys this year.  
More details to follow.  Have a blessed 
week. 
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Scripture Readings 
Readings for the Week of February 20, 2022 

 

Sunday Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8, 10,  
  12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 
 
Monday Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 9:14-29 
 
Tuesday Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle 
 1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6; Mt 16:13-19 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr 
 Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-7, 8-10, 11; Mk 9:38-40 
 
Thursday Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49-14ab, 15cd-16, 17-18, 19-20;  
 Mk 9:41-50  
 
Friday Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8-9, 11-12; Mk 10:1-12 
 
Saturday Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-2, 3-8; Mk 10:13-16 
 

Sunday Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; 1 Cor 15:54-58;  
 Lk 6:39-45 
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In Our Parish 
Tuesday, February 22 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, February 23 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, February 24 
 8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE 
 
Saturday, February 26 
 9:00-10:00 AM  
  Individual Rite of Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, February 27 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

Constance “Connie” Bailey 

Gerald “Jerry” Duhowski 

Lord, we remember in our prayers Connie 
and Jerry whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace of your 
love be with their families.   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
may the perpetual light shine upon them.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass  
8:30 AM  

with NCCE School Community 
 

Mass 
7:00 PM 

 
With these ashes, 

We know your love, O Lord 
With these ashes, 

We turn our hearts to you. 

You are invited to bring in your OLD 
PALMS to the gathering area and deposit 
them in the basket.  We will then burn 
them and use the ashes for the Ash 
Wednesday services. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Mike Benjamin 
Veronica 
Jordan 
Pete 
C.A. 
S.K. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Greg 
Rachel 
Ed Q. & family 
Mike Clayton 
Dan K. 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on 
February 25 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 ext. 
1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer 
list. 

In and Around  

Our Parish 
 
 
STA Book Study Group  ●  Week 4 
You may still join us on Tuesday for the Book Study Group ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to 
the Church.’ by Brandon Vogt.  We hope that the book will offer some helpful insights on this topic 
and that it will generate some fruitful discussion.  Sessions are held in the church basement from 6:00
-7:00 PM. 

 
Dismissal of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
We have resumed the practice of dismissing those Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) who are bringing Communion to our shut-in and homebound.  If you are fulfilling this ministry, 
there is a small basket on the credence table where you can put the pyx(es) you are using.  If you need 
more than one host, please mark that on your pyx. 
 
Pxy available  
If you would like to borrow a pyx to take Communion to a shut-in or homebound, we have them 
available.  If you are no longer in need of a pyx, please return it to the Father, the office or the sacristy. 

 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  February 26 & 27 
Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice drink 
boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary 
donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 

 
Bible Study & Sharing ● Wednesdays 10:00 AM  
All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible Study & Sharing 
is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 

 
Winter Weather Policy 
When there is inclement weather and Nouvel Catholic Central Schools and/or Saginaw Township 
Schools are CLOSED there will be NO morning Mass or church related events.  All day and evening 
church meetings will also be cancelled.  
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Special News 
 
Saginaw Catholic Men’s Conference  ●   
Swimming Upstream: Living a Catholic Life in a Pagan World  
 
March 5, 2022 from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM at  
St. Hyacinth Catholic Church Bay City, Michigan 
Featured Speakers: Bishop Robert Gruss and Steve Ray 
Purchase tickets at www.eventbrite.com.  Online only price: $25, 
pricing ends on February 22, 2022.  Walk-up registration starts 
at 7:30 AM  Admission is $30 paid at the door.  Priests, Religious & Under 21 FREE, 
admission includes lunch.  More information please contact The Catholic Men’s Fellowship 
of Saginaw at www.thecatholicmen.com.  
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ...................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Sponsor of
the Week

Beef O’Brady’s
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

Today's Gospel has encouraging 
words for good stewards -- "Give 
and it shall be given to you.  For 
the measure you measure with will 
be measured back to you."  What 
encouragement to give generously 
of the resources entrusted to our 
care! 

February 13, 2022 
Envelopes...................... $17,981.00
Loose............................... $1,205.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $1,188.00
Brown Bag.......................... $160.00
First Offering ........................ $25.00
Total .............................. $20,559.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


First Reading: 1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 

In this reading we hear of Saul and David.  Saul became the first king of 
Israel, about 1,000 years before Christ.  David, best known for slaying 
Goliath, was also a talented musician and became one of the favorites at 
Saul’s court.  Eventually the king grew jealous of the popular David who 
had to flee for his life. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:45-49 

Paul’s converts at Corinth had a lot of questions about life after death, 
and on the last two Sundays we’ve heard Paul address these.  Today he 
uses a parallel.  Just as we receive our human life from our ancestors—
ultimately Adam—so we receive risen life from Jesus, who could be 
called the “new Adam”. 
 
Gospel Luke 6: 27-38 

One of the most difficult things in the world is to love or do good for 
someone who hates or mistreats us.  Yet the escalation of evil can be 
stopped only by one who humbly absorbs it, and does not pass it on.  Revenge 
and retaliation only add darkness to darkness.  We can become “poisoned” or 
“blinded” by hatred.  Most of us think we have done our Christian duty if we 
refrain from doing harm to our enemy.  But Jesus asks more of us.  Jesus’ 
teaching on loving one’s enemies challenges us to break the cycle of fear, 
hatred and vengeance that entraps us and all society. 
 

For your reflection:  How has the golden rule been a guide in my life and my 

responses and actions? 

 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

In studying the effects of religion upon family relationships, researchers inform 
us hostility and prayer can’t coexist.  You cannot be hostile toward someone 
for whom you are praying.  Today’s gospel encourages us: “Bless those who 
curse you.  Pray for those who treat you badly.”  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“But rather, love your enemies and do good to them, and lend without 
expecting anything back…”   Luke 6:35 
 
Easier said than done, right?  But, if we are to imitate Christ, most of us need 
to practice mercy and compassion more frequently.  Start with the little daily 
annoyances that we experience, the unkind word or hateful glance we 
receive.  Instead of plotting revenge on that person, try saying a quick prayer 
for that person.  Praying for our enemies doesn’t change them, it changes us.  
Mercy and compassion will keep us on the path to holiness. 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Front Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may wait in the 
narthex practicing social distancing. 

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind 
a screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 
feet social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating 
the sacrament, you must leave the 
church nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

February 26 
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

Join us for our next session on Tuesday, February 22 
from 6-7 pm in the parish basement.  You do not need to have 
completed the readings to participate, though it would help you 
contribute in the small-group discussions. 

Chapter Nine: Move the Dialogue Forward 

-If you’ve had the chance to get some dialogue going with your child, here are some more tips to keep 
in mind: 

 -Don’t let anger overtake you in conversation.  Your body language and tone of voice 
communicate more than your words. 

 -Humbly recognize that you yourself have made bad moral decisions in your life, you could very 
well be “fallen-away” right now too if it weren’t for the grace of God. 

 -Empathize to show you recognize what they’re feeling, restate their thoughts to show you’re 
following what they’re saying.  

 -Don’t think you have to say it all in one conversation.  Have the freedom to pause and come 
back at another time.  

 -Remember that their objections are probably misinformed (ie. They may reject a life of faith 
because they have the false notion that faith and science are opposed to one another and that you 
have to pick one or the other).  

 -Find common ground with your shared values (express something like: “I admire your passion 
for justice, I’m with you in that passion!”) 

 -Help them to see that every apparent “No” in Church teaching has some “Yes” behind it (ie. 
The “No” to the act of abortion comes from a “Yes” to the dignity of the unborn child and the mother). 

 -Be a joyful witness to the faith! 

Discussion Question:  Would your child be able to say that they see how your faith makes you joyful? 

Tuesdays 
6:00-7:00 PM 

 
➢   February 22 
 Chps. 12-13, pgs. 141-176 
 
➢   March 1 
 Chps. 14 & Con.,  
  pgs. 177-196 

 

RETURN 

How to Draw Your Child  
Back to the Church  

 

Brandon Vogt 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Book-Study Notes 

Week Four  



Chapter Ten: Invite and Connect 

-If your child is starting to respond positively to some of these conversations and/or seems to have 
an openness to grow, invite them to events in the Church and connect them with people in the 
Church.  Young adults can thrive in their faith when they’re surrounded by other young adults who 
are seeking to grow in their faith.  

-Invite them to different parish or Diocesan events as an attendee or volunteer (NCYC in the Fall for 
high school youth is one example).  

-Connect them with a nearby community of young adults. 

-For those in the Saginaw area, there is a group called “IDSaginaw” for 18-35 year olds, see Fr. 
Kevin for more information. 

-Most college campuses have thriving groups like a Catholic ministries group, Fellowship Of 
Catholic University Students, St. Paul’s Outreach. 

Discussion Question:  What are ways that we as a parish can become a better source of 
community for those who have fallen away from the faith?  

 

Chapter Eleven: Close the Loop 

-After some preliminary conversations, as you start to see some progress being made, it’s helpful to 
ask a question that invites them to pursue a commitment.  You don’t want to be forceful or 
manipulative, but some sort of question that challenges them to make a commitment is helpful for 
“closing the loop.” 

-Four things to invite a fallen-away child to do if they are seeking to come back into full communion 
with the Church. 

1.Encourage them to connect with a local priest who can help discern and diagnose where 
they’re at and what they need next. 

2.Encourage them to make an appointment with a priest to make a good confession (perhaps 
offer to go to confession right before them). 

3.The priest will determine whether RCIA or some other program is needed for receiving all their 
sacraments of initiation. 

4.“Parish shop” until you find a parish community where your child feels they are being fed. 

-Three hurdles that your child may think are impossible to overcome on their journey back to the 
Church: 

1.Cohabitation: While the Church does not condone cohabitation, couples cohabitating can still 
move forward with marriage preparation.  The Church will address their situation, but will treat 
them with sensitivity and respect. 

2.Abortion: If your child has had an abortion, they may think there is no possible way they could 
be forgiven or belong to a parish community.  Reassure them that every sin brought into the 
confessional that is confessed with a contrite heart can be forgiven!  There are healing 
opportunities in the Church for post-abortive women, such as Rachel’s Vineyard retreats. 

3.Divorce and Remarriage: While the annulment process for a divorced and remarried person 
can be a lengthy and painful process, most who have gone through testify that it’s worth it to 
experience healing from their past and to be reconciled with the Church 

-Discussion Question:  As we finish the part of the book that has dealt with the “gameplan,” what 
questions or concerns do you still have?  



As part of Catholic Schools Week January 30 - February 5  

Nouvel Catholic Central Elementary and Middle School  

had a Community Service Project ROOM CHALLENGE.  

The classrooms collected needed items to pack sack lunches 

which our partnering church distributes to the community.  

Brown Bag Bunch Lunch 

Community Outreach  

2022 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Brown Bag Lunch Volunteers 

prepare and pack 40 sack 

lunches 3 times a week. 

This outreach has been 

active for 30+ years. 

The volunteers thank each 

and everyone who has 

donated time, talent  

and treasure. 

God Bless 



Friends from the community  
pick up their lunches  

through a walk up window. 

Partnering Parish  

St. Paul Episcopal Church  

720 Tuscola St., Saginaw 

St. Paul volunteers 
pick up the 

prepared lunches 
from STA. 
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 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Beyer roofing
Duro-last Single Ply roof Systems

Commercial • Industrial

989-754-7741
6241 Sherman  Saginaw

Family owned & operated since 1953

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.
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