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Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 “Look, I just want to say this for 
your own good…”  When I hear this, I 
want to steer far away from them.  This 
should come with a large button that 
says “BEWARE.”  How I respond to them 
probably depends on those speaking and 
the tone in which they are speak.  If we 
recognize the speakers as people of good 
heart and great integrity, we will be 
willing to listen to constructive criticism. 
If we sense destructive superiority and 
self-righteousness in their words, we do 
not want them as our teachers.  What 
Jesus teaches, he lives, and in today’s 
continuation of the Sermon on the Plain, 
he is the wisdom teacher who voices his 
expectation of this same integrity in his 
disciples.  If we are blind to our own 
shortcomings, yet judgmental about 
those of our sisters and brothers, we 
have no right to guide them with our 
advice.  We will only succeed in dragging 
them down into the metaphorical “ditch” 
rather than helping them out of their 
difficulties.  The Church, the community 
of disciples, can contain such blind 
guides and ditches, as both Luke and we 
ourselves know. 
 The good teacher, the wise parent, 
often makes a point by exaggeration, as 
does Jesus in some of his parables, 
including the mini-parables in this 
reading.  To have a wooden bean in our 
own eye does not make us very efficient 
splinter-remover for someone else’s eye. 
Smug superiority distorts our vision of 
ourselves and our neighbor.  Some of us 
would have no trouble winning a black 

belt for innuendo and faith praise, so 
quick are we on the offensive against 
others, and ever fast er on the defensive 
about ourselves. 
 Using the familiar biblical image of 
a tree whose quality is judged by the 
good or bad fruit it produces, Jesus 
teaches his listeners that the quality of 
people is judged by their actions.  There 
is more involved here than “spiritual eye 
surgery” to get rid of the judgmental log 
that blinds us. It is a matter of the biblical 
heart, that deepest personal reality, the 
storehouse of our dreams and desires. 
Good will be drawn from the good-
hearted person, evil from the heart that 
is morally diseased.  One of the surest 
indicators of good or bad people is their 
words.  Words that are honest and 
match their deeds, as Jesus’ words, are 
not a sadly hypocritical script for 
playacting. 
 The mass media and politicians are 
a source of many words in contemporary 
society.  The “doublespeak” we get so 
much of is dishonest and dangerous.  We 
need the wisdom and discernment of 
which Jesus speaks.  Recent history offers 
many examples of “doublespeak” that 
may be so familiar to our ears that our 
hearts no longer have a Christian 
reaction.  “The final solution” meant the 
genocide of six million Jews.  “Collateral 
damage” in war means the killing of 
innocent civilians.  A prison’s 
“management unit” is a solitary 
confinement block.  We need to take the 
pulse of our newspapers, TV, and 
governments to make a Christian 
diagnosis of such language and its 
reporters. 

 This week, Wednesday, we begin 
the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday.  
We enter this holy season recognizing 
our brokenness and need for healing and 
forgiveness.  We begin on Wednesday 
with Masses at 8:30 am with NCCE 
School community and 7:00 pm.  We 
have available for our prayer the Little 
Black Books for Lent.  To help us with 
almsgiving, we have the Rice Bowls to 
remind us of the poor and hungry 
through the world.  We also are 
reminded of our need to fast and 
abstain. The rules are as follows: 

Fast – anyone who is 18 and has not 
reached 60 years of age are to fast 
on Ash Wednesday.  Fasting 
means no eating between meals 
and the two smaller meals cannot 
together be larger than the main 
meal. 

Abstinence – anyone who has reached 
their 14th birthday is to abstain on 
Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays 
of Lent.  Abstinence means no 
eating of meat on those days. 

There are other Lenten practices that are 
part of our experience of Lent.  We will 
again have Stations of the Cross on 
Fridays during Lent at 7:00 pm in the 
Church.  We are also gearing up for the 
Synod called for by Pope Francis with 
holy hours on Tuesdays March 8, 15 & 29 
at 6:30 pm.  There will be listening 
sessions for the Synod in mid-March.  
More details will be coming. 
 The month of February draws to a 
close this week and the hope of warmer 
weather brings us to March. Will it come 
in like a lion or a lamb?  We’ll know in a 
couple of days.  Have a great week. 
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Scripture Readings 
Readings for the Week of February 27, 2022 

 

Sunday Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16; 1 Cor 15:54-58;  
  Lk 6:39-45 
 
Monday 1 Pt 1:3-9; Ps 111:1-2, 5-6, 9 & 10c; Mk 10:17-27  
 
Tuesday 1 Pt 1:10-16; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Mk 10:28-31 
 
Wednesday Ash Wednesday 
 Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51: 3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
Thursday Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 9:22-25   
 
Friday Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
 
Saturday Is 58:9b; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 
 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent  
 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15;  
 Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

February 27, 2022  •  Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 3 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, March 1 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, March 2 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, March 3 
 8:30 AM Mass w/ NCCE 
 7:00 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, March 5 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, March 6 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru 
Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private 
visits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mass  
8:30 AM  

with NCCE School Community 
 

Mass 
7:00 PM 

 
With these ashes, 

We know your love, O Lord 
With these ashes, 

We turn our hearts to you. 

You are invited to bring in your OLD 
PALMS to the gathering area and deposit 
them in the basket.  We will then burn 
them and use the ashes for the Ash 
Wednesday services. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Mike Benjamin 
Veronica 
Jordan 
Pete 
C.A. 
S.K. 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Al V. 
Deb P. 
Monica 
Joanne 
Greg 
Rachel 
Dan K. 
Michael Clayton 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on March 
25 .  Please remember 
to contact the office 799
-2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

In and Around Our Parish 

 

 
Christian Service  ●  Looking for a family project? 

Are you looking for a family activity to help others?  Consider taking a few 
minutes each month to spend time together and send a greeting card or 
a note of encouragement to a resident in a nursing/assisted living facility.  
If you are interested in this Christian Service, contact Dawn Drago in the 
parish office at 989-799-2460 ext.1. 
 
STA Book Study Group  ●  Week 6 
We are wrapping up the Book Study Group ‘Return: How to Draw Your Child Back to the Church.’ by 
Brandon Vogt.  We hope that you found this book helpful and that it will generate some fruitful 
discussion.  The chapter summaries are available in the parish office. 

 
Dismissal of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
We have resumed the practice of dismissing those Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) who are bringing Communion to our shut-in and homebound.  If you are fulfilling this ministry, 
there is a small basket on the credence table where you can put the pyx(es) you are using.  If you need 
more than one host, please mark that on your pyx. 
 
Pxy available  
If you would like to borrow a pyx to take Communion to a shut-in or homebound, we have them 
available.  If you are no longer in need of a pyx, please return it to the Father, the office or the sacristy. 

 
Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach •  March 5 & 6 

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, package dinners, 
canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals and any household paper 
products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  
Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  

 
Bible Study & Sharing ● Wednesdays 10:00 AM  
All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible Study & Sharing 
is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 
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Special News 
Knights of Columbus, Council #4232  ●  College Scholarship 

The Council is accepting applications for the next school year.  
The following students are eligible: 
  2022 high school graduate 
  Student or parent must be active and registered with one of the    
             following parishes: St John Vianney; Christ the Good Shepherd; St  
             Dominic; St Thomas Aquinas and St John Paul II Parish (parent does not need to be a Knight) 
  Child of K of C Council 4232 member who belongs to another parish 
  Student must be accepted by an accredited College or University 
  Must be a full time college student (12 or more credit hours) 
  Applications can be picked up at the parish offices 
  Completed applications are due: April 5, 2022, to either your parish office or mailed to: Knights of  
            Columbus ~ Scholarship, 4840 Shattuck Rd., Saginaw, MI 48603 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ...................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Sponsor of
the Week

MI Health Clinic
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

February 20, 2022 
Envelopes...................... $14,536.00
Loose.................................. $648.00
Electronic (ACH) .............. $5,833.00
Brown Bag.......................... $160.00
Total .............................. $21,177.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Winter Weather Policy
When there is inclement weather 
and Nouvel Catholic Central 
Schools and/or Saginaw Township 
Schools are CLOSED there will be 
NO morning Mass or church 
related events.  All day and 
evening church meetings will also 
be cancelled. 

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


First Reading: Sirach 27:4-7 

The book of Sirach was written by a wise teacher who lived 200 years before 
Christ.  It is loose collection of wise sayings dealing with various concerns in 
the life of a believer.  In today's section, we hear Sirach’s thoughts about 
how speech is the measure of a person. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 

This is the last of our seven weeks of readings from first Corinthians.  In recent 
weeks, we have heard Paul addressing the Corinthian converts’ questions 
about life after death.  Paul ends his teaching on the resurrection with this 
hymn of triumph over death. 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 

Today Jesus tells us: “Why do you see the speck in someone else’s eye but 
miss the log in your own eye?”  It’s always easier to try to change someone 
else than face the things in ourselves which need change.  What a waste of 
time for we can’t change anyone but ourselves.  
 
Stewardship Reflections 

“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten tree bear good 
fruit.”      Luke 6:43 
Are you using your gifts in the way God intended?  Have you asked God how 
He would like you to use them?  Do you compare yourself to others and 
complain about what you don’t have instead of being thankful for what you 
do have?  God gives each of us unique gifts and a unique plan.  Listen to how 
God is calling you to use your gifts, to bear good fruit, for the glory of His 
name. 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Front Church door will be open to 
enter and exit the narthex. 

While waiting to celebrate the 
sacrament, you may wait in the 
narthex practicing social distancing. 

Each penitent will have the option to 
celebrate the sacrament either behind 
a screen or face-to-face, keeping 6 
feet social distancing. 

Once you have finished celebrating 
the sacrament, you must leave the 
church nave and narthex. 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation 
(aka “confessions”)  

 

9:00 – 10:00 AM 

March 12 & 26 

    LENT IS COMING! 

Join our faith community—and more than 12,000 Catholic communities across 
the United States—in a transformative Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl.  Pick 
up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from the baskets in the narthex.   
 

During the 40 days of Lent, we will reflect on global hunger and take action to 
help our sisters and brothers impacted by this injustice.  Visit crsricebowl.org to 
learn more  
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Pope Francis is inviting you and all the faithful to “journey together” by participating in 

listening sessions as part of the preparation for the 2023 Synod of Bishops: "For a 

Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission." Learn more about the Synod 

and how you can participate at www.saginaw.org/synod2023. Listening sessions at our 

parish will be held on March 20 at 12:30 pm and March 22 at 7:15 pm. You can also 

contact Fr. Kevin at kevinw@stasaginaw.org for more information.  

 

What is a synod?  

A Synod is an assembly of bishops from around the world who assist the Holy Father by 

providing counsel on important questions facing the Church in a manner that preserves 

the Church's teaching and strengthens her internal discipline. However, in recent years, 

the Synod has transformed into a global dialogue on particular issues of pastoral concern 

such as evangelization, Scripture, family life, young people, and now even synodality 

itself. The main purpose of the Synod is not to produce documents, but “to plant dreams, 

draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, 

weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another and create 

a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our 

hands.” (Preparatory Document, paragraph 32)  

A spiritual process  

Pope Francis is not inviting us to participate in another survey! Instead, he is inviting us 

into a spiritual process by prayerfully having conversations, sharing our stories, learning 

about one another, and listening with open minds and hearts—without judgement, 

without prejudice, without agendas. Through prayer and from our conversations with one 

another, Pope Francis hopes that we will discern how the Holy Spirit wants the Church to 

grow in “deeper communion, fuller participation, and greater openness to fulfilling our 

mission in the world” (Vademecum, 1.2). We are all on this journey together!  



 

 

Communion, participation, mission  

The three dimensions of the theme for the synod are communion, participation, and 

mission. There is a dynamic relationship between the three, with each dimension 

enriching and orienting the other two. Communion: By his gracious will, God gathers us 

together as diverse peoples of one faith, through the covenant that he offers to his people. 

Participation: A call for the involvement of all who belong to the People of God – clergy 

and lay people, including consecrated women and men -- to prayerfully engage in the 

exercise of deep and respectful listening to one another. Mission: The Church exists to 

evangelize. As Christians, we should never be solely centered on ourselves. Our mission 

is to witness to the saving love of Jesus  

Preparation  

We invite you to begin the first step of the synodal process: prayer. Pray for the whole 

Church, that each member no matter how young or old, involved or disconnected, 

marginalized or integrated, faithful or doubting, answers the call of the Holy Spirit to 

share their stories and participate in the synod. Pray for Pope Francis, Bishop Gruss and 

all of our diocesan, parish and school leaders. Pray for all those who work and volunteer 

at the various levels of the Church -- that we may listen to the stories of the faithful with 

open hearts and minds and to discern how God wants to lead the Church in these times. 

Pray for yourself as you embark on this synodal journey to be open to the Holy Spirit and 

recognize that your story and your experiences are of great value.  

We pray that everyone recognize that we do not travel this synodal journey as 

individuals, but as a community of faith, both local and global, in communion with God 

and all the angels and saints. We pray that everyone answers the call to participate in the 

life of the Church -- to share our experiences and listen to the experiences of others. We 

pray that all of us accept the mission that God has given to his Church: to share the 

saving love and peace of Jesus Christ with everyone.  

 

 

*** Please mark your calendars  

so you can be present for one of our listening sessions:  

Sunday, March 20 at 12:30 pm and  

Tuesday, March 22 at 7:15 pm. *** 



Spring Cleaning for a Cause 
Is Spring Cleaning on your agenda in the next few months?  

Perhaps downsizing for a move,  

or helping a friend/family member get organized?  

 

There is an organization in our community  

that gladly accepts many of your gently used household items! 

 

NEST (Neighbors Enabling Success Together) operates locally 

through the Partnership Center.  NEST provides furnishings and 

household items free of charge to anyone who is emerging from 

homelessness or other crisis situations and setting up a new 

home.  By connecting the surplus of perfectly good household 

items with those who need them, NEST helps people create "homier" homes where they 

want to stay. 

Last year NEST helped 187 individuals/families with furnishings and supplies to set up new 

living spaces.  Approximately 75% of those helped were families with children!   

By donating items you no longer use, you are helping those who are in need of the very 

basics we often take for granted. 

Please see the list of accepted items.  You may also call to arrange pick-up of larger furniture 

by calling Duane Siler at 989-860-087.  There is no fee for pickups, but donations to help 

offset expenses such as rent, utilities and insurance, are always appreciated.   

Encouraged and 

Recommended by 

Read more about  

the NEST and  

Saginaw Partnership Center 

saginawpartnershipcenter 



     

NEST NEEDS 

    

Kitchen Need Bedroom Need Bathroom & Miscellaneous Need 

Kitchen Tables   Beds:   Bath Towels   

Silverware   Queen   Hand Towels   

Dish Sets   Full   Washcloths   

Salt & Pepper Shakers ‐ Filled   Twin   Bath Rugs   

Glasses   Dressers   Shower Rings   

Plastic cups for kids   Night Stands   Shower Curtain Liner   

Knives   Sheets & Pillowcases   Toilet Brush   

Small   Pillows   Laundry Basket   

Medium   Pillow Protectors   Laundry Soap   

Large   Comforters‐ all sizes   Toilet Bowl Brush   

Serving Spoons‐ slotted   Mattress Pads‐all sizes   Toilet Bowl cleaner   

Serving Spoons       Bath Soap   

Serving Bowls   Living Room   Paper Towels   

Pot Holders   Couch   Toilet Paper   

Cutting Boards   Occasional Chairs   Broom/Dustpan   

Glass Bakeware   Recliners   Dish Soap   

Colanders (spaghetti)   Coffee Tables   Garbage Bags   

Can Opener   End Tables   Ziploc Bags   

Measuring Cups   Table Lamps   Saran Wrap   

Measuring Spoons   Pole Lamps   Bucket   

Mixing Bowls   Bookcases       

Pots & Pans:           

Small Saucepan           

Medium Saucepan           

Large 5+ quart   Appliances       

Fry Pans:   Toasters    Items we do NOT take:   

Small Sauté Pan   Coffee Pots   NO CLOTHING   

Medium Fry Pan   Blenders   NO Entertainment Centers   

Large/Deep Fry Pan   Slow Cookers   NO Curio Cabinets   

Cookie Sheets   Microwaves   NO China Cabinets   

Muffin Tins   Vacuums   NO King beds or items   

Silverware Drawer Dividers   Radios/Boom Boxes   No Sectionals   

Dish Drainers       No Hide‐a‐beds   

        NO Couches w/ Recliners   

            

            

Wish to Donate?         Call Duane Siler to arrange pickup of the larger items at 989‐860‐0877   

Want to drop off?       2115 Ring Street, Saginaw, MI 48602   

www.saginawpartnershipcenter   

NEST ~ Neighbors Enabling Success Together 
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

Join us for our last session of the book study on Tuesday, March 1 
from 6-7 pm in the parish basement.  You do not need to have 
completed the readings to participate, though it would help you 
contribute in the small-group discussions. 

Chapter Twelve: Personal Objections 
 

-Sometimes, a seemingly “intellectual” objection to the faith is actually masking a personal or moral 
objection.  While some young people genuinely have intellectual/theological issues that prompt them 
to leave the Church, many have reasons that are more personal in nature. 
 

-The most common personal reasons for falling away from the Church include: 

 -Being too busy to go to Mass regularly 
 -Feeling that Mass is boring 

 -Thinking that the Church focuses too much on rules and making people feel guilty 

 -Feeling horrified at the abuse crisis of the last few decades 

 -Challenges that come with being married to a non-Catholic 

 -Having a bad experience at a Church 

 -Thinking that God cannot forgive their biggest sin 

 

-I would like to share some insights on two of the issues I’ve encountered the most frequently: 

1. Thinking that the Church focuses too much on rules and making people feel guilty. 

a. Key points: Perhaps that’s someone’s actual experience or perception based on sermons 
they heard or classroom lessons they were taught.  More than just knowing what the Church 
teaches, it helps to know why the Church teaches it.  Like the author said earlier, behind 
every “No” in Church teaching is first and foremost some “Yes” to something else.  Rules are 
meant to help our relationship with God and others, not replace it.  Like out-of-bounds lines 
on a football field, boundaries that the Church gives us are meant to help us to thrive “in-
bounds”. 

Tuesdays 
6:00-7:00 PM 

 
➢   March 1 
 Chps. 14 & Con.,  
  pgs. 177-196 

 

RETURN 

How to Draw Your Child  
Back to the Church  

 

Brandon Vogt 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Book-Study Notes 

Week Five 



2. Feeling that Mass is boring 

a. Key points: We can all have this feeling from time to time.  We’re used to how the world 
can offer more enthralling entertainment.  It helps when we learn what the Mass is all 
about- if we don’t realize what’s taking place, it’s going to feel like a waste of time.  Among 
other things, the loving, self-sacrificial offering of Jesus on Calvary is made present on the 
altar.  If you have a foundation of relationship with Jesus, you can enter into the Mass with 
“fully conscious and active participation.” 

-Discussion Question: In your own personal experience, have you ever struggled with any of the 
above personal objections?  

 
Chapter Thirteen: Moral Objections 

-Matters of morality can sometimes be a big reason why someone falls away and stays away from 
the Church. The problems these individuals have revolve around: 

 -The perception of the Church as being judgmental 

 -The (false) idea that the Church hates gay people 

 -The Church’s teaching on cohabitation, abortion, and contraception 

 -The (false) idea that divorced people are not welcome in the Church  

 -The (false) idea that the Church is anti-women due to the all-male priesthood 

-I would like to share some insights on two of the issues I’ve encountered the most frequently: 

1. What the Church teaches about persons with same-sex attractions 

a. Key points: Every person is to be treated with dignity and unconditional love, including 
those who experience same-sex attractions.  Those attractions are not in themselves sinful
- what is sinful is acting upon those attractions.  In an analogous way, a married man who 
finds himself attracted to a woman other than his wife is not guilty of a sin unless he were 
to act out on the attraction.  We should all work to ensure gay men and women find 
belonging/friendship/communion in the Church while at the same time not condoning 
homosexual acts or same-sex “marriage.”  This is the “third way” between a culture that 
condones their actions and certain other religious communities that condemn them as 
persons. 

1. What the Church teaches on cohabitation 

a. Key points: Marital relations are a great good that God designed to be carried out in the 
context of a lifelong union of love between husband and wife.  When a child results from 
the act, the child has the right to be raised in the stable environment of a mother and 
father committed to a lifelong relationship.  If a couple is having relations outside of that 
context, the father may decide not to commit any longer to the relationship.  Though the 
couple thinks they are having a “test run” to help their potential future marriage, statistics 
show that they are actually at a higher risk for divorce down the line (if they choose to 
eventually marry). 

-Discussion Question: Which of the above moral objections do you feel the least equipped to 
respond to? 
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