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Call 
LENT WEEK 1 

For “everyone who calls on the name 
               of the Lord will be saved.” 
             Roman 10:13 



2 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 

Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 Jesus is alone, hungry, poised at the 
edge of decision making before his 
Father and his own truth.  With perfect 
timing, the tempter arrives with three 
attractive propositions.  If Jesus would 
turn stones into bread, it would bring 
great personal and social advantages – 
neither he not the poor of the land need 
be hungry anymore, the tempter implies. 
But Jesus answers that it is not bread 
alone, but the word of God that is life-
giving food.  We must transplant the 
wilderness temptations into our own life 
and times, and the first contemporary 
temptation is to neglect the word of God 
and allow ourselves to be seduced by so 
many other words – texts, emails, mass 
media, the flood of digital information, 
our often mindless and heartless inner 
and outer conversations.  The word of 
God feeds our deepest hungers.  Our 
obedience to this Word is expressed in 
our attentive listening to its 
proclamation, especially in the Sunday 
liturgy, in our prayer reading of Holy 
Scripture (lectio divina), and our efforts 
to make this Word “living and effective” 
from day to day.  
 
 The people of first-century 
Palestine who were living under the 
oppression of the Roman Empire were 
hoping for political redemption.  If Jesus 
seizes power and glory, suggests the 
devil in his second temptation, what he 
could do for them!  But Jesus knows 
what this would mean – power and 
authority handed to him by the tempter 
would also bring oppression and 
violence.  Jesus will go the longer, less 
immediate, and more sacrificial way of 
service to others rather than domination 
over them.  He will wait to receive the 

kingdom from the hand of his Father 
rather than from the devil, the ruler of a 
“counter-kingdom.”  Jesus will establish a 
healing reign over sick bodies, tormented 
psyches, and a troubled cosmos.  We are 
only too familiar with scenarios of unjust 
wars and political compromise that 
accompany the lust for power.  We 
certainly need to take a stand against 
these, but perhaps we are less conscious 
of the compromises we make ourselves – 
that bargaining for a little more status 
and authority at the expense of others 
and the effect that this has on world 
history whose time we share.  We can be 
tempted to serve personal success rather 
than fidelity to God, our own reputation 
rather than the needs of our brothers 
and sisters, political expediency rather 
than justice. “God … alone shall you 
serve” will involved Christians in the self-
sacrificing obedience of Jesus. 
 
 The third temptation is for Jesus to 
launch his messianic career with a 
spectacular stunt – throwing himself 
from the high point of the Jerusalem 
Temple.  The tempter assures Jesus that, 
since he is a privileged Son, God will 
certainly deliver him from any human 
and airborne limitations by sending 
angels to catch him and carry his to 
safety.  And what religious authority his 
survival would give him!  But Jesus will 
be true to his sonship not by flamboyant 
acts but by suffering an impoverished 
death on a cross, a commonplace 
punishment for criminals.  Only then will 
come Jesus’ leap of faith, not from the 
temple pinnacle, but from the raised 
cross on Calvary; not into angels’ hands 
but into the hands of his Father, who will 
lift him up in the resurrection.  Often, we 
would like God to treat us as “different,” 
“special” people who deserve miraculous 
intervention and deliverance from the 
limitations of our humanity.  This will be 
offered to us, but only in the same way it 
was offered to Jesus – through suffering, 
dying, and rising with him. 
 

 Pope Francis has called for a “Synod 
on synodality.”  It is something that his is 
asking for as many people as possible to 
be involved in.  What a Synod is and why 
this one will be talked about in the 
coming weeks.  We are gearing up for 
our part as a parish for input for this 
Synod. The Pastoral Council will be 
having a listening session at their next 
meeting. We will have two listening 
sessions later in March for parishioners.  
This weekend, we have the video from Fr 
Kevin explaining the Synod for us.  If you 
did not view it in Church, you can see it 
on our website. 
 
 We are over halfway through the 
“Christ’s Mission Appeal,” the annual 
diocesan appeal that used to be called 
“Catholic Services Appeal.”  I wanted to 
give everyone an update as to where we 
stand with the appeal this year, effective 
February 28, 2022. 

Target is $134,804 
Pledged is $109,287 
Paid is $103,474 

The campaign runs until August.  If we do 
not make our target, we will have to 
make up the difference from the parish 
funds.  Thanks to everyone who has 
pledged and contributed to the CMA. 
 
 This weekend, we send our  
catechumens to the Cathedral for the 
Rite of Election, the final step on their 
journey to be fully initiated in our faith. 
Next weekend, we will celebrate the Rite 
of Continuing Conversion for our 
candidates, those who are already 
baptized but not part of our faith.  On 
the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Sundays of 
Lent, we will have the Scrutinies – 
prayers for their conversion and 
assistance on the journey.  Please keep 
these people in your prayers this Lent. 
 
 Well, March came in like a lamb. 
What will the end of March be like?  
Time will tell.  Let us also keep the 
peoples of the Ukraine in our prayers for 
their safety and peace.  Have a blessed 
week.  Happy Lent! 
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Scripture Readings 
Scripture Readings for the Week of March 06, 2022 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent 
 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15; Rom 10:8-13;  
 Lk 4:1-13 
 
Monday Memorial of Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
 Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mt 25:31-46 
 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint John of God, Religious 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5,6-7,16-17,18-19; Mt 6:7-15 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Frances of Rome, Religious 
 Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; Lk 11:29-32 
 
Thursday Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138: 1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8;  
 Mt 7:7-12 
 
Friday Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8; Mt 5:20-26 
 
Saturday Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119: 1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
 
Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14;  
 Phil 3:17-4:1 or Phil 3: 20-4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 

March 6, 2022  •  First Sunday of  Lent 3 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, March 8 
 8:30 AMMass 
 
Wednesday, March 9 
 8:30 AMMass 
 
Thursday, March 10 
 8:30 AMMass w/ NCCE 
 7:00 AMMass 
 
Saturday, March 12 
 9:00-10:00  Rite of Reconciliation 
 4:00 PMMass 
 
Sunday, March 13 
 8:30 AMMass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for private visits. 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to evangelize 
through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting all creation. 

Dr. Ernie Balcueva 
Husband of Leanne  

 
Family and Friends of 

Mary Ellen Taylor 
 

Robert T. “Bobby” Hill Jr. 
Son of Belinda & David LaDouce 

 
Lord, we remember in our prayers those 
whom you have called to be with you.  May 
the calming peace of your love be with their 
families.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O 
Lord, and may the perpetual light shine upon 
them.  Amen. 

We welcomed into the faith community through the 
waters of baptism Laekyn Grace Geese, daughter of 
Dustin and Alyssa (Newvine) Geese. 
May God bless her and her family as she becomes a 
Disciple of Christ. 
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Prayers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they 
will respond to 
God’s healing will, 
especially: 
 
Sylvia T. 
Larry S. 
Monica 
Rachel 
Dan K. 
Michael Clayton 
And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on March 
25 .  Please remember 
to contact the office 799
-2460 ext. 1 when a 
loved one’s name no 
longer needs inclusion 
on the prayer list. 

In and Around Our Parish 
Christian Service  ●  Looking for a family project? 
Are you looking for a family activity to help others?  Consider taking a few minutes each month to 
spend time together and send a greeting card or a note of encouragement to a resident in a nursing/
assisted living facility.  If you are interested in this Christian Service, contact Dawn Drago in the parish 
office at 989-799-2460 ext.1. 
 
Dismissal of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
We have resumed the practice of dismissing those Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
who are bringing Communion to our shut-in and homebound.  If you are fulfilling this ministry, there is 
a small basket on the credence table where you can put the pyx(es) you are using.  If you need more 
than one host, please mark that on your pyx. 
 
Pxy available  
If you would like to borrow a pyx to take Communion to a shut-in or homebound, we have them 
available.  If you are no longer in need of a pyx, please return it to the Father, the office or the sacristy. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  March 12 & 13 
Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice drink 
boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, 
individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary 
donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
 
Stay Informed at St. Thomas Aquinas with Evangelus  ●  Visit eva.us/stasaginaw  
There are so many amazing things going on at the parish.  Sign up so you won’t miss out.  To register 
for emails or text messages: EMAIL eva.us.stasaginaw or TEXT stasaginaw to 55321.  Or you may call 
the parish office. 
 
Emmaus House of Saginaw 

Emmaus House of Saginaw is in need of a handyman to preform small jobs.  If interested, contact 
Donna Clarke, Director at 989-755-6232 or donnagclarke@gmail.com. 
 
Knights of Columbus, Council #4232  ●  College Scholarship 

The Council is accepting applications for the next school year.   Applications can be picked up at the 
parish offices.  Completed applications are due: April 5, 2022, to either your parish office or mailed to: 
Knights of Columbus Scholarship, 4840 Shattuck Rd., Saginaw, MI 48603 
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Winter Weather Policy 

When there is 
inclement weather and 
Nouvel Catholic Central 
Schools and/or Saginaw 
Township Schools are 
CLOSED there will be 
NO morning Mass or 
church related events.  
All day and evening 
church meetings will 
also be cancelled.  

Come Join us as we 

prayerfully prepare 

ourselves for the upcoming 

Synod

A Holy Hour of Eucharistic 

Adoration will take place at 

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish 

on March 8 and March 15 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.

Then Join us for one of 

our listening sessions:

-March 20 at 12:15 pm

-March 22 at 7:15 pm

-March 24 at 4:00 pm* 

*(March 24 is a Virtual 

meeting for 

homebound/”snowbirds”)
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 
Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor .........................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar ..... Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ...................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate .... Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ...................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper..............................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director .........................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ........ Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday .........................................4:00 PM
Sunday...............................8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday ........................8:30 AM
First Friday......................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday ............. 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

https://stasaginaw.org/live-streamed-recorded-masses

Sponsor of
the Week

Joseph Zolinski DDS
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Today's first reading describes the 
offering of first fruits the people of 
Israel were to present to the Lord 
in thanksgiving for their 
deliverance from Egypt and the gift 
of the promised land.  Is my 
offering at today's Mass an 
appropriate response to the many 
blessings the Lord has given me? 

February 27, 2022 
Envelopes........................ $8,534.00
Loose.................................. $773.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $838.00
Brown Bag.......................... $125.00
Total .............................. $10,270.00

Please remember St. Thomas
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN

http://myParishApp.com
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580213
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=12580811


The first part of their gathering, the second-century writer 
Justin Martyr tells us, was spent reading the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the memoirs and writings of the Apostles. 
Then they would celebrate the Eucharist. 

THE WORD IS ALL AROUND US
In the Mass, the prayers, instructions, acclamations, and 
songs constantly draw on our treasure trove of scriptural 
images, vocabulary, theology, and stories. We sing psalms 
and scriptural canticles. The inspired words of prophets, 
evangelists, Apostles, and others ring out in our prayers, 
hymns, and chants. Images and words from Scripture adorn 
our sacred space. From floor to rafter, the Word is with us. 
Even the doors and windows echo the great story of divine 
revelation, sacred history, and God’s promises, that the 
Word records. We praise, petition, glorify, and lament in 
the same key as our forebears in faith, who were speaking 
through these sacred texts. 

Many actions, postures, and gestures of the liturgy are 
likewise rooted in the Bible. Whether we kneel or raise up 
our hands, break bread or lift a cup of wine, light lamps 
or lay on hands, anoint with oil or wash with water, you 
can be sure someone in the Bible did it first. The Scriptures 
themselves reflect the liturgy of early Christians, as well 
as liturgical prayers and rituals practiced by God’s people 
throughout the ages. We, as Catholic believers, stand in a 

great tradition of Word and worship, and make it our 
own in each generation, as we celebrate the liturgy today. 

DIALOGUE WITH THE WORD
The Word of God surrounds us in the liturgy, and the 
“materials” of Scripture make our house of worship noble 
and simple, beautiful and solid. But that’s not all. The 
Word is also proclaimed within that house—welcomed as 
an honored guest—with integrity. The event of reading, 
hearing, and responding to the Word forms the first great 
portion of the Mass: the Liturgy of the Word.

The Liturgy of the Word is an encounter and a dialogue: 
an encounter with Christ and a dialogue with him. When 
the Scriptures are proclaimed, we respond to what we hear. 
Our outward response is generally in the form of song and 
acclamation. Yet our inward response is what such outward 
signs point to—our “yes” to God’s revelation and the 
resolve to live the message we have heard. 

Pope John Paul II put it well when he wrote:

“[T]he liturgical proclamation of the word of God, 
especially in the Eucharistic assembly, is not so much 
a time for meditation and catechesis as a dialogue 
between God and his People, a dialogue in which the 
wonders of salvation are proclaimed and the demands 

God’s Word, 
 Our Delight
Scripture’s first home is the liturgy. From the earliest days of 
Christian history, before it had even been decided which books 
would be included in the Bible as we know it, believers met in 
their homes to celebrate the Eucharist.
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of the Covenant are continually restated. On their 
part, the People of God are drawn to respond to this 
dialogue of love by giving thanks and praise, also by 
demonstrating their fidelity to the task of continual 
‘conversion’” (On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy, 41).

JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S WORD
Shining through the many words of Scripture is the one 
Word: Jesus Christ. He is the Incarnate Word of God. As 
St. John tells us so beautifully at the outset of his gospel 
account: “And the Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). In 
the Word, we encounter Jesus himself.

God’s Word, Jesus, speaks to us through both the Old and 
the New Testaments, unifying their witness. Both attest to 
the one revelation of God, and both support and instruct 
us on our journey as disciples. Christ is truly present in the 
Word. “Christ is still proclaiming His gospel” today in our 
midst, as the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council affirmed 
(The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 33).  

LISTENING: DELIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY
We would be poor hosts indeed if we invited someone to 
our house, seated them in a place of honor, but then did all 
the talking ourselves. Yet this is what happens if our minds 
are filled with distractions and our hearts not prepared 
to receive the Word of God. We must therefore practice a 
discipline of hospitality to the Word, giving Christ present 
in the Word our full attention. We must prepare the ground 
of our heart for the “good seed” of the Word, through 
prayer, so that, receiving that Word in faith, our lives will 
yield a fruitful harvest. When we prepare to hear the Word, 
the experience of listening becomes a delight. The Liturgy 
of the Word becomes like a table at which we are fed. Our 
inner dialogue grows richer.

The Liturgy of the Word presumes some general knowledge 
of the Bible, and basic orientation to the historical context 
and literary form of the readings we hear. This knowledge 
can be acquired through catechesis, Bible study, commentar-
ies, teachers, and other resources. Good preaching whets our 
appetite for the Word, and makes us eager to spend time 
with the Scriptures on our own. If our own personal foun-
dation in Scripture has not been strong, however, we need 
to take responsibility for building it up.

REFLECT
How strong is my own foundation in Scripture? 

Consider this question in three dimensions: 

intellectual strength (knowledge, understanding), 

spiritual strength (prayer, virtue, contemplation), 

moral strength (decision-making, guidance for 

living). Which of these areas would I like to 

strengthen during this time of Lenten renewal?

ACT
Make a commitment to read the Sunday readings, 

either before or after you go to Mass. Take time just 

to “be” with the Word. Allow your own inner dia-

logue with God to continue beyond the celebration.

PRAY
Holy Spirit, breath of God, through Sacred Scripture 

you reveal who you are, and who we are called 

to be. Breathe on us. You enter the house of our 

worship, and speak lovingly to each of us. Help me 

to listen with my whole heart.

1T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N TL I V I N G  T H E  E U C H A R I S T   n   Y E A R  C

720



First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
The events in this reading take place as the Israelites are camped on the shore of the Jordan 
river ready to enter the Promised Land.  Moses bids them to remember all that God has done 
for them.  When they are settled in this new land, he tells them that every year they should 
offer the first of their harvest to the Lord. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13 
Paul was proud of his Jewish heritage and wanted all his people to be saved.  The question of 
what will happen to Jews who do not believe in Jesus caused Paul a great deal of grief and 
anxiety.  In this section of the letter to the Romans, he addresses this issue. 
 
Gospel Reflection: Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus’ desert experience was a time to discern and understand his mission.  The 40 days marked 
by intense prayer and fasting was not to do penance, but to focus totally on God and the 
Father’s will for him.  Jesus’ temptation was real, as are the temptations for Christians in all ages 
(including ourselves): to live for material things alone; to see one’s own glory or success rather 
than God’s glory; and to abandon the worship of God for worship of worldly power and fame. 
 
For your reflection:  What are some issues or decisions that come down to a choice between 
the ways of God and the ways of the “devil”? 
 
Family Perspective-by Bud Ozar 
Jesus “was led by the Spirit in the wilderness.”  What is the wilderness in your life to which the Holy Spirit is leading you this Lent?  
Perhaps there are uncharted areas in your marriage or family relationships.  Spend this Lent in your “wilderness” with God work.  
Where is the Spirit leading you this Lent?  
 
Stewardship Reflections 
“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me.”   
 Deuteronomy 26:10 
 

This line from the Old Testament offers two challenges.  First, do you give to God from your “first fruits” - the first and best that you 
have to offer, or do you give from what you have leftover?  Second, do you realize that everything you have and that everything you 
are has been given to you by God?  Ask God for a grateful and generous heart, every day, in all circumstances. 
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First Sunday of  Lent 

FIRST WEEK OF LENT 
THE PILLARS OF LENT 
As we begin our Lenten journey, 
reflect on how your prayers, 
fasting and almsgiving can guide 
you.  As Pope Francis explains, 

these are “elements which, when lived sincerely, can 
transform life and provide a sure foundation for dignity and 
fraternity.”  How can practicing the Lenten pillars transform 
your life and the lives of our sisters and brothers around the 
world?  
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

Fast and Abstinence: All Lenten Fridays are days to abstain 
(14 or older) from meat.  Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of fast (18-59) and abstinence from meat (14 or 
older). 
 
Little Black Book is available in the gathering area of the 
church.  Remember to take one home to follow along with 
the 6 minute daily Lenten meditations.  

Individual Rite of Penance 

St. Thomas Aquinas Church 
9:00 – 10:00 AM 

Saturday 
March 12 and 26 

 
 
 
 
 

Communal Rite of Penance 
 

Sunday, March 13 2:30 PM 
 St. Helen Church    Christ the Good Shepherd Parish 
 

Thursday, March 31  7:00 PM 
 St. Agnes Church, Freeland 
 

Sunday, April 3  2:30 PM 
 SS. Peter & Paul Church    St. Dominic Parish 
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Strong in faith  
True to our mission 

Alive! 

Chapter Fourteen: Theological Objections 

-Sometimes, a fallen-away Catholic’s main objections are theological in nature.  The following are 
some of the most common issues: 

 -Thinking there is no evidence for God’s existence 

 -Thinking there is a dichotomy between faith and science 

 -Thinking it’s impossible to have a personal relationship with Jesus in the Catholic Church 

 -Thinking that Catholics don’t give enough reverence to the Bible 

 -Feeling like they weren’t being fed in the Catholic Church 

 -The “Problem of Evil” or experiences of suffering which leads one to think that God either 
doesn’t exist or that he exists but isn’t good. 

-I would like to respond to two of those objections that I hear the most frequently: 

1. Thinking there is a dichotomy between faith and science: You don’t have to choose whether 
you will be “a man of science or a man of faith.”  Science tells us the WHAT/HOW of the 
universe, faith reveals WHY.  Scientific discoveries glorify God and point to a need for a 
Creator/First Cause.  Many famous scientists (Father of the Big Bang Theory, founder of 
modern genetics, inventor of the scientific method) were practicing Catholics.  You don’t 
need to choose between one or the other- they both work together. 

2. The “Problem of Evil” or experiences of suffering which leads one to think that God either 
doesn’t exist or that he exists but isn’t good: This is hard, and it reaches on more levels for 
someone than a mere intellectual problem.  Part of the solution is to talk about free-will, 
how God respects our free choices even when we use it for evil.  Freedom is important 
because the only way we can love God and others is if we’re free to choose not to.  But the 
main way to address this difficulty is to look at the Cross- God took the worst act of evil ever 
committed (murdering God) and used it to bring about our salvation.  Whatever you have 
suffered, Christ has taken it upon Himself and can redeem it.  He permits some evils to take 
place only to bring about a greater good.  Faith and hope trusts that He’s doing that now 
and that, when we get to Heaven, we will see how His Hand was at work. 
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Conclusion: One Step Forward 
-Drawing your child back to the Church is a long-term commitment that will be filled with ups and 
downs.  Don’t despair.  Persevere in prayer and fasting.  Keep proposing and inviting.  Rejoice in the 
small steps of progress along the way.  

 

Discussion Question: What other questions or observations do you have?  
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