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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 

 Over the past couple of weeks, 
I have had people speak to me 
about feelings of despair.  This can 
be truly devastating for one to move 
beyond despair. Question – how 
does one extract hope from 
tragedy?  How is one able to move 
from trauma and find the strength 
and courage to keep living?  Our 
gospel today, Sunday, from John 
gives us some insight.  Mary 
Magdalene planned to prepare the 
body of Jesus for burial only to 
discover an empty tomb.  Beyond 
simply shock and surprise, this 
experience was trauma on top of 
trauma.  
 
 James Cone in his book, The 
Cross and the Lynching Tree equates 
the lynchings of Black bodies, most 
prolific post-slavery and through the 
Jim Crowe era.  Much like the 
crucifixion of Jesus, the lynching of 
Black men and women were public 
spectacles, a traumatic event for 
members of the Black community, 
especially for members of the 

victim’s family.  Lynchings in the US, 
like the crucifixions by the Roman 
Empire, were intended as a 
deterrent, a public warning and 
display of oppressive, institutional 
power.  
 During the pandemic, we seem 
to have seen another “pandemic” in 
our country, i.e., racism. The events 
happen so close together that we 
experience “trauma on top of 
trauma.”  For Mary, who was 
present when Jesus was crucified, to 
arrive at the tomb two days later 
and find the body of Jesus missing 
must have been more than surprise 
or shock.  It was traumatic trauma 
added to trauma. Verse 11 of 
chapter 20 tells us that Mary stood 
outside the tomb weeping.  To 
witness the public execution of your 
Lord and Savior, then days later to 
for closure through the ritual 
tending of the body only to find the 
body missing, is nothing short of 
traumatic. 
 
 Yet, it is in the midst of great 
tragedy that God’s power is 
revealed. It is through God’s grace 
that we are able to experience hope 
in the midst of tragedy and trauma.  
The events that surrounded the 
death of George Floyd among 
others sparked a worldwide 
movement for justice and a 
recognition that Black people are 
disproportionately affected by 
police brutality.  Also, lately there 
has been much said about the 
medical care of the Black people 
and the poor being less than offered 
to others.  The resurrection of Jesus 
not only represents hope in the 
midst of tragedy but also the 
transformation of physical and 
spiritual death to life. It is the 
special gift of God to do a good 
work in the midst of the valley.  It is 
the promise of God to “comfort all 

who mourn,” to offer “a diadem 
instead of ashes,” “oil of gladness 
instead of mourning,” and “a 
glorious mantle instead of a faint 
spirit.”  
 
 Jesus’ resurrection is our 
reminder of hope in the midst of our 
trials and tribulations.  It is the 
reminder that there is life out of 
despair, hope in the midst of 
tragedy, new life if we believe. 
 
 After two years and with 
COVID protocols beginning to be 
eased around us, we are going to be 
“opening” up in the Church as well 
starting today, Easter.  The following 
will be returning:  

the Holy Water will be returning 
to the Narthex 

Lectors, in the absence of the 
deacon, will be carrying in 
the Book of the Gospels 

Asking families to bring up the 
gifts of bread and wine 

Inviting people to share some 
sign of peace during Mass 

Masks are again optional for all 
in Church including those 
who are distributing Holy 
Communion. 

We will continue to have the section 
marked off for those who wish to 
practice social distancing and 
wearing of masks.  Also, we will be 
continuing to sanitize people’s 
hands as they enter the Church.  
 
 Last week, Fr Kevin shared with 
our community his news of 
receiving a new assignment from 
Bishop Gruss. If you missed it, left 
Mass before the announcement 
time, or were out of town, Fr Kevin 
has been appointed Parochial 
Administrator of Holy Name of Mary 

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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April 17, 2022  •  Easter Sunday of  the Resurrection of  the Lord 3 

 

Reading for the week of April 17, 2022 

Sunday Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the Lord 
 Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  
 Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8a; Jn 20:1-9 
 
Monday Acts 2: 14, 22-33; Ps 16: 1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11;  
 Mt 28: 8-15 
 
Tuesday Acts 2: 36-41; Ps 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20 & 22; Jn 20: 11-18 
 
Wednesday Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35 
 
Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab & 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48 
 
Friday Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 & 4,22-24,25-27a; Ps 118:24;  
 Jn 21:1-14 
 
Saturday Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 & 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21; Mk 16:9-15 
 
Sunday Second Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;  
 Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and 
respecting all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, April 19 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, April 20 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, April 21 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, April 23 
9:00-10:00 AM  Individual Rite of 
  Penance 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, April 24 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday 
thru Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for 
private visits. 

Michael T. Coffey 
Husband of Sharon L. 

Father of Michele & Scott Seamon 
and family 

Colleen Coffey 
Brother of Robert & Pat Coffey 

 
 

 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Michael whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace of 
your love be with her family.  Eternal 
rest grant unto her, O Lord, and may the 
perpetual light shine upon her.  Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Easter Sunday of  the Resurrection of  the Lord
First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:31a, 37-43

The Apostle Peter was originally skeptical about preaching the Gospel to non-Jews.  But one day, the Holy Spirit 
summoned him to preach to a Gentile – the pagan army officer Cornelius and his household.  Today’s passage is a 
portion of Peter’s sermon, which summarizes the life and ministry of Jesus.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8  

The letter to the Colossian's depicts Christ as the only mediator between God and the world.  A previous passage of the 
letter presented baptism as the way we are united with Christ.  The author will today remind us of the heights to which 
Christ has raised us, and then call upon us to live up to this.

Stewardship Reflections

“…He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”             Acts 10:38

We can’t give what we don’t have.  Open your heart to receive God’s love, mercy and forgiveness.  Then, show the 
same to others.  As God’s adopted sons and daughters, we are made in His image and likeness.  As Pope Benedict XVI 
says, “we are made for greatness.”  Let our lives reflect His light to others.  Pray to live a grateful and generous life.  
Strive for greatness!  We are made for more!  We are made for God!

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Millions of Christians around the world celebrate the Resurrection today.  It all began simply on the first Easter with 
one person telling another: “Mary told Peter” and “they believed.”  Faith is passed one person to another; it is 
caught, not taught and parents are the most effective persons to pass faith to their children. 

HAPPY EASTER!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayers
Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially:

Sylvia T.
Larry S.
Monica
Rachel
Dan K.
Michael Clayton
Al V.
Betty I.
Janice
Ruth Ann
Clae H.
Margureite Eigner
Lisa A.
Katelyn D.

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities.

We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on April 29 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list.

In Our Parish
Parent Baptism Preparation Class

The preparation class will be Monday, April 25 at 7:00 PM in the Church.  Please 
contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to register.  Parents are required to 
attend the preparation session and should be registered St. Thomas Aquinas 
parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held on the first weekend of the 
month.

Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  April 16 & 17

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed 
items: juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and 
snack size zip-top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, 
strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly 
accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’.

R.C.I.A.—Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and Children

Interested in becoming Catholic by receiving the sacraments of the Church?  Please call 
the Parish Office for more information.  St. Thomas Aquinas offers instruction for adults 
who are interested in learning about the Catholic Church and anyone who is a baptized 
Catholic and has not received all of his/her sacraments.  There is also instruction for 
children/youth who are not baptized and are over seven years of age.
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Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Rejoice!

This Easter Vigil we celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Holy Eucharist and 
Confirmation with those who have completed the RCIA process.

We welcome Briana Mallia, Derek Mallia, Madeline Tarnosky, Addison Payne, Caleb 
Payne, Drew Stephan, Macey Stephan, Christian Tyler, Teresa Tyler, Ferdnand, 
Osuagwa, Joan Ford and Jill Tarnosky into our Faith Community!

Please continue to pray for them as they join us in the many ministries of our Church.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish, Harbor Beach with the 
Churches of Our Lady of Lake Huron, 
Harbor Beach and St Anthony of 
Padua, Helena.  His appointment 
takes effect on July 1, 2022.  We 
offer him our congratulations and 
our prayers as he prepares for this 
transition in his life.  Know that we 
will plan an opportunity for the 
parish to express our gratitude for 
Fr Kevin’s ministry and presence 
with us at the end of June before he 
moves.

On behalf of Fr Kevin and the 
rest of the staff, I want to express 
our gratitude for gifts, cards, candy, 

and other goodies for Easter.  Also, I 
want to express my gratitude to 
everyone who helped to make our 
celebration of Lent, Triduum, and 
Easter such a grand celebration.  It is 
great to welcome our elect, now 
neophytes, and candidates into the 
Church.  Next weekend, we will be 
celebrating First Communion with 
our children at all the Masses.  
Please keep them in your prayers.  
Happy Easter!

Little White Books for Easter

Little White Books  for the Easter 
Season are available in Reflections 
begin Easter Monday, April 18, 
2022, end Pentecost Sunday, June 
5, 2022.  Reflections will be based 
on the parables of Jesus. 

Easter Flowers

Thank you to all who donated to the 
Church Flower Enhancements.  A 
complete listing will be published 
shortly.  Please do not water the 
lilies.  We have a team of volunteers 
who maintains and waters all plants.  
Thank you!

(Continued from page 2)

Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member.
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Around Our Parish
DO NOT SIGN: Reproductive Freedom Abortion 
Petition  ● See Insert from Bishop Gruss

Individuals are currently collecting signatures across 
the state to change the Michigan Constitution to allow 
for unregulated abortions.  This “Reproductive 
Freedom” petition is opposed by the Catholic bishops 
in Michigan.  This would legalize abortion at any time 
of pregnancy, for any reason, and prevent health and 
safety requirements for abortion facilities.  It would 
also allow schools to help teens obtain abortions 
without their parents knowing.  If approached for your 
signature, first review the text of the proposal.  Look 
for the words; “Constitutional Amendment to: 
establish new individual right to reproductive 
freedom...” and do not sign.  To learn more visit 
www.supportmiwomenandchildren.org or contact Lori 
Becker, Coordinator of Diocesan Outreach at 
989.797.6652.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............................ 8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly. 
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

D & L Residential 
Services

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship

In the second reading today, St. Paul 
reminds the Colossians that they 
have been raised with Christ, 
exhorting them to “be intent on the 
things above rather than on things 
of earth.”  We too, have been raised 
with Christ.  Let us rejoice and be 
glad! 

The financial stewardship report for 
the weekend of April 10 will be 
reported in the bulletin of April 24 
due to publication deadlines.

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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