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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 
 Most commentors consider John 
20:31 to be the end of the gospel as 
the evangelist wrote it.  The Gospel 
we hear today is a part of the 
epilogue to John’s gospel, certainly 
inspired as all Scripture is, but 
probably a “mosaic” created from 
various pieces of ecclesial tradition by 
a close disciple of John.  It gives the 
early Christian communities a picture 
of some important aspects of life for 
all disciples after the “hour” of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection – the primacy 
and mission of Peter, the place of the 
Beloved Disciple, the responsibility of 
all believers to be fishers of people. 
 
 Peter, the leader, has gone back 
to the everyday, the familiar way of 
being a fisherman, taking with him six 
other disciples.  There is Thomas, who 
hovered between disbelief and belief 
until his experience with his wounded 
and risen Lord; Nathanael, the true 
Israelite without guile who had to 
decide whether anything good had 
really come out of Nazareth; James 
and John, who had their own 
problems with status seeking; and 
two unnamed disciples, one of whom 
is later revealed as the Beloved 
Disciple.  Into the shoes of the 
seventh unnamed disciple, we may 
step, while still at times recognizing 
that we also walk in the footsteps of 

the others.  These seven, the number 
of fullness, symbolize more than just a 
part of the apostolic group.  They 
represent the whole community of 
believers down through the centuries 
who will encounter the risen Lord, be 
called by him to let down their nets 
into the sea of humanity, eat with 
him, profess their love for him, and 
follow him in many different ways. 
 
 The gospel begins as a night 
scene of failure, with no fish caught.  
Then the sun rises, and the disciples 
are hailed from the shore by someone 
who calls them “children.”  They are 
the “children” of John 13-33 who are 
loved but still have much to learn.  
The stranger tells them to let down 
their nets, and emptiness is filled with 
a great catch.  Then with the sun 
rising and the dawn of faith breaking, 
the disciple whom Jesus loves, who 
rested his head of the heart of Jesus, 
who stood his ground at the cross and 
holds the preeminent place of 
intimate contemplation giving him the 
keen eyes of faith, sees and proclaims 
with deference to Peter  – “It is the 
Lord.”  It is Peter, the model for 
pastoral leadership, but leadership 
that is also dependent on 
contemplative insight, who plunges 
into the water always eager and 
impetuous, he makes his way to 
Jesus.  Again, we are reminded that 
the way to the risen Lord is through 
the waters, through the baptism into 
which we are plunged. 
 
 When we come to the shore, the 
disciples are invited to breakfast at a 
charcoal fire on which bread and fish 
are cooking.  As with an earlier 
feeding, the disciples, too, are to be 
involved in the preparation of this 
meal.  Jesus tells them to bring some 
of the fish they have just caught, and 
it is Peter, in his leadership role, who 
hauls the net, heavy with fish, from 
the water’s edge.  The word used for 
“drag” is the same word that John 
used to describe how the Father will 

“draw” people to Jesus and how Jesus 
himself will “draw” others to himself 
when he is exalted on the cross.  Such 
a “drawing” or “gathering” is the 
pastoral effort Peter is to make as 
leader of the Church. 
 
 As I write these few words, it is 
early in the week, before I left for the 
Holy Land.  Today, on our pilgrimage, 
we are to be at the Sea of Galilee 
visiting the Mount of Beatitudes and 
will have a boat ride across the Sea of 
Galilee where Jesus walked.  Know 
that we will be remembering all of 
you as we journey throughout the 
Holy Land.  We are to return late on 
the following Friday evening before 
Mother’s Day. 
 
 It’s hard to believe that we are 
beginning the month of May.  Where 
has this new year gone?  We have 
much to celebrate during May with 
Mother’s Day next weekend, 
graduations, Memorial Day, among 
other things.  Also, we will be 
celebrating the ordination of Matthew 
Gembrowski as a transitional deacon 
on Friday, May 13.  He would be our 
next priesthood ordinary in 2023.  
Next weekend, we will be offering 
flowers through the Right to Life 
group for the women of the parish.  
Have a blessed week. 
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Reading for the week of, May 01, 2022 

Sunday Third Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13;  
 Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint Athanasius, Bishop and  
 Doctor of the Church 
 Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; Jn 6:22-29 
 
Tuesday Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles 
 1Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14 
 
Wednesday Third Wednesday of Easter 
 Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; Jn6:35-40 
 
Thursday Third Thursday of Easter 
 Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51 
 
Friday Third Friday of Easter 
 Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
 
Saturday Third Saturday of Easter 
 Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Jn 6:60-69 
 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Rev 7:9, 14b-17;  
 Jn 10:27-30 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and 
respecting all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, May 3 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, May 4 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, May 5 
 8:30 AM  Mass w/ NCCE-MS 
 
Friday, May 6 
 8:30 AM  First Friday Mass 
 
Saturday, May 7 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, May 8 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 11:00 AM Mass 
 
Private Prayer Time 

The church is opened Monday 
thru Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM for 
private visits. 
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Third Sunday of  Easter
First Reading:  Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41

The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of the early Church during the first 30 years after the resurrection of Jesus.  
It describes God’s Spirit at work, directing encouraging and supporting the members of the Church.

Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14

The book of Revelation was written around 95 A.D. for Christians living in what is today Turkey.  The Roman 
emperor ordered his subjects to worship him as a god.  When the Christians resisted, they were persecuted.  The 
book of Revelation was written to encourage them.  Today’s passage describes a vision of God’s people enjoying 
heavenly life and singing God’s praises for their story.

Gospel Reflection: John 21:1-19

There are two events that take place in this gospel.  1) At daybreak at the sea, there was an extraordinary catch 
of fish and Jesus cooks breakfast.  The risen Jesus renews his call to them (and us) to become “fishers” of 
humanity.  2) After the meal, Jesus asks Peter three times- just as Peter denied him three times- to profess his 
love for him.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd, passes on the role of servant/shepherd to Peter and his brothers and 
all who profess their love for Jesus.

For your reflection: Jesus asked Peter –not “do you believe in me”, but “do you love me?”.  Which questions is 
easier for me to answer? Why?

Stewardship Reflections

“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.” Acts 13:52

The disciples heard Our Lord’s call and were able to spread the Gospel message with strength and vitality.  We, 
too, can experience that same joy if we make room for the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts.  When we use our gifts in 
the way that God intends, He fills us with supernatural joy.  A joy that others notice and are attracted to

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Jesus invited the disciples to “Come and have breakfast.”  At this beach breakfast and the Last Supper Jesus 
teaches us meals should be more than eating.  Family meals are opportunities to share prayer, listen to each 
other’s stories, understand and support one another. 
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Prayers 

 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to 
our prayer that 
they will respond 
to God’s healing 
will, especially: 
 
Sylvia T. 
George G. 
Joann G. 
Larry S. 
Monica 
Rachel 
Dan K. 
Michael Clayton 
Al V. 
Jane 
Betty I. 
Janice 
Ruth Ann 
Clae H. 
Marguerite Eigner 
Lisa A. 
Katelyn D. 
Gary 
 

And those who 
are homebound 
and in assisted/
nursing facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for 
one month.  The list 
will be purged again 
on May 27 .  Please 
remember to contact 
the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved 
one’s name no longer 
needs inclusion on the 
prayer list. 

 

In Our Parish 

 
 
Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  May 14 & 28  
The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9:00-
10:00 AM.  The front Church door is open to enter and exit the narthex.  While waiting 
to celebrate the sacrament, you may wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the 
option to celebrate the sacrament either behind a screen or face-to-face, social 
distancing.  Once you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church 
nave and narthex. 
 
Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  May 23 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to register for the Monday 7:00 
PM class   Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are 
held on the first weekend of the month. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Bunch  •  May 7 & 8 
Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: 
juice drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-
top bags, snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape 
jelly/jam; and mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in 
the collection marked ‘Brown Bag’. 
 
Mother’s Day Flower Sale 
On Mother’s Day weekend Saginaw County Right to Life volunteers will host the annual 

Flower Sale here at St. Thomas Aquinas.  Volunteers will have for sale to view or 
purchase a flower for your special person at a very reasonable price.  By stopping by 
this event, Saginaw Right to Life raises the awareness of the gift of life that our mothers 
have given us and at the same time help raise much needed funds to continue work in 
the local Saginaw community.  With God’s help Right to Life will continue to work for 
the preservation of the right to life for all members of His family.  We sincerely 
appreciate the St. Thomas Aquinas community continued commitment to life. 
 
Bible Study & Sharing  ●  Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

All are Welcome…Come as you can…Join us in the Parish Office Meeting Room. Bible 
Study & Sharing is an informal morning reviewing the scriptures for Sunday. 
 
Funeral Luncheon Hosts/Hostesses Needed 
Seeking men/women to serve as hosts/hostesses for catered parish funeral luncheons.  
Time commitment would be 2-2 1/2 hours.  Job duties: greeting family, assisting with 
elevator and light clean up following meal.  Call Karen Bartels at 989-295-7951 for more 
information. 
 
Parish Lending Library 

Visit the many shelves of the library in the lower level (basement) of the church and 
pick up a book, enjoy and return at your convenience.  Stop by to review the many 
topics on our shelves as the library is growing.  Also, check out the Book Cart in the 
narthex on the first weekend of the month.  
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Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church 
home in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more 
information on becoming a member. 

6 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church  •  Saginaw, Michigan 

Around Our Parish 
DO NOT SIGN: Reproductive Freedom Abortion Petition  ●  See Insert from Bishop Gruss 

Individuals are currently collecting signatures across the state to change the Michigan Constitution to allow for 
unregulated abortions.  This “Reproductive Freedom” petition is opposed by the Catholic bishops in Michigan.  
This would legalize abortion at any time of pregnancy, for any reason, and prevent health and safety requirements 
for abortion facilities.  It would also allow schools to help teens obtain abortions without their parents knowing.  If 
approached for your signature, first review the text of the proposal.  Look for the words; “Constitutional 
Amendment to: establish new individual right to reproductive freedom...”  and do not sign.  To learn more visit 
www.supportmiwomenandchildren.org or contact Lori Becker, Coordinator of Diocesan Outreach at 
989.797.6652. 

 

East Region Council of Catholic Women  ●  Mass, Rosary & Luncheon, May 11 

The Spring East Region Council of Catholic Women will meet at St John Church, Ubly (Good Shepherd Parish). 
Registration begins at 9:30 AM with a business meeting following.  Mass and Rosary will begin at 1100 AM with 
lunch following at Noon.  The cost is $10 and includes lunch.  The speaker will be Noel Alshomali, regarding the life 
of a Palestinian Christian in the Holy Land.  RSVP to Mary Ellen Baranski, 989-551-2984, by May 5.  All women of the 
Diocese are welcome.   

 

Saginaw County League of Catholic Women  ●  Spring Luncheon, May 17 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Spring Luncheon at St. Josaphat Church, St. John Paul II Parish, 469 Shattuck Rd., 
Saginaw, MI 48604.  Mass will start at 11:00AM with Lunch to follow catered by Maxa’s.  Our honored guest will be 
Rev. Fr. Richard Jozwiak.  Mail your $15 check to LCW P.O. Box 6932, Saginaw MI. 48608.  Please RSVP before 5-10-
2022.  You may call Mary at 989-790-3358 or Colleen at 989-245-7374. 

 

KC#4232  Morning Parish Breakfast  ●  May 15  ●  9:00 AM-12:30 PM 

The Knights are happy to resume the monthly Parish Breakfast on the third Sunday of every month.  Breakfast includes 
scrambled eggs, sausage, hash browns, pancakes, coffee, juice and milk.  Adults $9.00; ages 6-12, $5.00 & Under 5 
Free.  Parish benefiting in May St. Dominic Parish. 
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5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............................ 8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Michigan Truck 
Spring of Saginaw

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish
Stewardship
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells Peter 
again and again, “If you love Me, feed 
my sheep.”  He says the same to each 
of us, “If you love Me, use the gifts I 
have given you to serve your brothers 
and sisters.”

April 24, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $14,869.00
Loose ....................................... $784.00
Electronic (ACH) ................... $1,778.00
Brown Bag ................................... $5.00
Total ................................... $17,436.00

Please remember St. Thomas Aquinas
in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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