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Father Rick’s Reflections . . . 

 
 Our gospel today continues to 
speak reassuring words about 
love. Jesus knows the unspoken 
questions in the hearts of his 
disciples – not only those around 
the Last Supper table, but all those 
of future generations.  How will 
we be able to do what we heard 
Jesus tell us last Sunday – love one 
another as he has loved us? 
“Whoever loves me will keep my 
word,” says Jesus, and this word is 
what he has received from the 
Father who sent him.  Obedience 
and love are bound together, not 
by any external law, but by the 
love that Jesus lived and now 
speaks to our hearts from the 
depths of his heart.  He is in our 
hearts, to be loved freely, without 
compulsion.  Jesus is present and 
loved when his disciples 
remember his words and release 
them from the past by allowing 
them to make a claim on their 
present and their future. 
 
 Nostalgia for what life was 
like when Jesus was present in 
first-century Palestine imprisons 
us in the past.  The new way of 
remembering him will be 
powerful, real, and yet invisible, as 
present as the life-giving air we 
breathe. Jesus names this 
Parakletos, the Paraclete, the Holy 
Spirit.  The word parakletos has 
been variously and richly 
translated as “encourager,” 
“advocate,” “counselor.”  The Holy 

Spirit is all of these for Jesus’ 
disciples individually, and 
corporately as church.  The Spirit is 
both conservative and creative, 
the memory and future of the 
church, enabling us to reach back 
to the memory of what Jesus said 
and did and bring this to that life, 
which is constantly renewed with 
new understanding and 
experience of his mystery. 
 
 On this night of gifts, Jesus 
next offers his disciples the gift of 
peace.  As with the new love 
commandment, this peace is also 
new; it is not sentimental, 
complacent, secure, or conflict-
free because it is, Jesus says, “my 
peace” – a peace that comforts 
the afflicted and afflicts the 
comfortable.  It is a gift given not 
in the context of cozy table talk 
but on the cold eve of his death, 
when one friends has already 
become an enemy and left the 
companionship of the table, and 
Jesus is saying his last goodbyes to 
those who, with one exception, 
will fail to stand by him during his 
passion and death.  He assures 
them that they should not be 
afraid but find new courage in his 
peace.  This peace is shalom, the 
fight relationship that flows from 
our loving union with God through 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit makes connections, 
establishes unlikely partnerships, 
and breaks down barriers between 
people – if we are open and 
welcoming to the Spirit’s advocacy 
for this in us. 
 
 Jesus’ life has been all about 
the God who sent him, not about 
himself, and in this sense, he can 
say, “The Father is greater than I.” 

Jesus is leaving his disciples 
because of his obedient love of 
the Father that will take him 
through death into glory of the 
resurrection that the Father will 
bestow upon him.  Jesus and his 
Father will share this glory and 
love with his disciple through the 
holy Spirit.  These Last Supper 
words, therefore, are not about 
absence but about presence: the 
abiding presence of the Father and 
the Son with the community of 
disciples in the power of the Spirit, 
until the end of time.  If the 
disciples’ love is generous, not 
possessive, they will rejoice in the 
departure of Jesus for this is the 
accomplishment of his life’s work.  
Tonight, they only hear Jesus’ 
word; when the risen Jesus again 
offers his peace and his Spirit-
Breath moves over the chaos of 
their disillusionment and fears, 
they will understand. 
 
 We have begun our season of 
transitions and graduations.  Last 
Friday evening was Nouvel 
Catholic Central High School’s 
baccalaureate with their 
commencement on Monday 
evening.  The following Tuesday, 
May 31, is Nouvel Catholic Central 
Elementary/Middle School 8th 
grade graduation.  The last day of 
school for NCCE/MS is Friday, June 
3.  It’s hard to believe that another 
school year is quickly drawing to a 
close.  Let us keep all our 
graduates in our prayers during 
these transition days. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Reading for the week of May 22, 2022 

 
Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
 Rev 21:10-14, 22-23; Jn 14:23-29 
 
Monday Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b;  
 Jn 15:26-16:4a 
 
Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11 
 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14;  
 Jn 16:12-15 
 
Thursday Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
 Acts 18:1-8; 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 16:16-20 
 
Friday Memorial of Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
 Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Jn 16:20-23 
 
Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10; Jn 16:23b-28 
 
Sunday Ascension of the Lord 
 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or  
 Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, May 24 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Wednesday, May 25 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Thursday, May 26 
 8:30 AM  Mass w/ NCCE-
MS 
 
Saturday, May 28 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, May 29 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 

**Summer Hours** 

The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Donald J. Swartzendruber 
Loving Husband of Fran  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Don whom you have called to be 
with you.  May the calming peace 
of your love be with his family.  
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, 
and may the perpetual light shine 
upon him.  Amen. 
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Sixth Sunday of  Easter 
First Reading: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 

It is about 20 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The Church is already experiencing questions about its 
doctrine and practices.  In today’s reading, the Church is dealing with the major problem of whether to impose 
circumcision and observance of the Jewish law on its Gentile converts. 
 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 

Revelation is an Easter book because it focuses on the Risen Jesus and our final victory over sin and death.  In this 
passage, the author uses such phrases as “heavenly Jerusalem” or “new Jerusalem” to describe the Church in its 
glory at the end of time. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 14: 23-29 

Christ’s gift of peace is not the absence of trouble or hostility (as the world gives peace).  This peace is internal.  
Peace is a state of inner calm, coming from right relationship with God and with others.  We can’t give peace to 
others if we don’t have it ourselves.  Pease is the fruit of the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is the presence of Jesus (and 
the Father) dwelling in the believer.  This peace cannot be created by human effort alone.  It is a gift of God, but 
can be our gift to one another. 

For you reflection:  Who have you know in your life who has been a presence or “giver” of Christ’s peace? 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”        Revelations 22:13 
 

This is a reminder of how we should live our lives 24 hours a day, 7 days a week – putting God first in all that we 
do.  Not only when I am at Mass and parish activities, but when I am in the world, at work or at school.  Living 
gratefully and generously is an intentional lifestyle.  Every decision you make either moves you closer to God or 
farther away.  Choose wisely! 

 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

Today Jesus gives this advice: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  Worry and anxiety can consume our lives 
preventing us from seeing the love which surrounds us and binds us to one another.  Don’t miss the forest for the 
trees.  We are living today what we worried about yesterday.  
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Prayers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Sylvia T. 
George G. 
Joann G. 
Larry S. 
Rachel 
Dan K. 
Al V. 
Jane 
Betty I. 
Clae H. 
Marguerite Eigner 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
 

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on May 27 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

In Our Parish 
 

Summer Mass Times 

Saturday   4:00 PM     Sunday    9:30 AM 
Memorial Day weekend thru Labor Day weekend 

 

Book of Intentions  

Praying for each other’s intentions is an important part of our parish life.  During each  
Mass, you will usually hear an intention for “the prayers in our hearts and for the special 
intentions mentioned in our petition book.”  Write your intentions in the Book of 
Petitions.  The parish petition book is located on the stand in the narthex.  The petitions 
in the book are anonymous. 

 

Individual Rite of Reconciliation (aka “confessions”)  ●  May 28  

The Rite is celebrated on the second and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9:00-10:00 
AM.  The front Church door is open to enter and exit the narthex.  While waiting to 
celebrate the sacrament, you may wait in the narthex.  Each penitent will have the 
option to celebrate the sacrament either behind a screen or face-to-face, social 
distancing.  Once you have finished celebrating the sacrament, please leave the church 
nave and narthex. 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class  ●  May 23 

You must contact the Parish Office 989-799-2460 ext. 3 to register for the Monday 7:00 
PM class   Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be 
registered St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Baptisms are held 
on the first weekend of the month. 

 

Food Program Outreach  •  Old Town Christian Outreach •  May 28 & 29 

Suggested items: dry pasta and sauces (in plastic if possible), canned soups, crackers, 
package dinners, canned meats, canned vegetables/fruits, pancake mix/syrup, cereals 
and any household paper products or cleaning products ie: dish/laundry detergents, 
cleaners, paper towel/toilet paper.  Monetary donations can be sent directly to 600 
Gratiot Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602.  
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Special News 
Thank you!  We at Saginaw County Right to Life extend our 
sincere thanks to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish for your donations 
towards the Mother’s Day Corsage and Gift Sale.  $944.00 was 
collected on Mother’s Day weekend.  We would be unable to 
continue our work to promote the value of each and every 
human life were it not for your generosity and support. 
 
With Deepest Appreciation, 
Kristen Schulz Office Manager 
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Welcome Visitors & Friends
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member.
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(Continued from page 2)

Next weekend 
is Memorial Day 
weekend – the day 
when we remember 
those who lost their 
lives fighting for our 
country over the centuries.  It is also 
the weekend when we return to our 
summer Mass schedule. Sunday, 

beginning May 29, Mass will be only 
at 9:30 am. Saturday will remain at 
4:00 pm.  Please make note of this 
change.

I want to express my thanks to 
everyone for their well-wishes, 
prayers, and concerns as I was 
recovering from COVID after our 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  I am 

grateful that it was a mild case and 
am getting back into the full swing of 
things.  I told Fr Kevin this was good 
practice for him as he prepares to be 
a “parochial administrator” in another 
month. Speaking of his transition, we 
are planning some sort of farewell 
and thanksgiving the last weekend of 
June.  More details will be 
forthcoming.  Have a great week.

Around Our Parish
“Eucharist – The Foundation of Ministry” Diocesan 

Enrichment Day on Saturday, June 4

Plan to attend the “Eucharist – The Foundation of 
Ministry” Diocesan Enrichment Day on Saturday, June 4, 
from 9:00 AM—5:00 PM, hosted by the Office of Parish 
Life and Evangelization.  It will be a Day of Enrichment 
for all who minister in our parishes and community.  This 
event will be held at the Center for Ministry, 5802 Weiss 
St., Saginaw.  The day will begin with a keynote address 
from Bishop Robert Gruss, and he will close the day with 
a 4:00 PM Vigil Mass for Pentecost.  Breakout sessions 
during the event will cover topics such as “Dobbs: 
Preparing for the Decision,” “Biblical Roots of the Mass,” 
Panel Discussion on Christian Service, “The Gifts and 
Wisdom of Grandparenting: Impacting the Next 
Generation,” “Ministry to the Sick and Homebound and 
Distribution of Holy Communion,” “Feed My Lambs –
Developing Lesson and Session Plans that Inspire Faith,” 
a retreat track on the Sacraments of Initiation, and 
much, much more.  For a complete list of breakout 
sessions, schedule, and event details, please see the  
brochure here.  The registration fee is $35 and includes 
lunch.  To register , please click here. For questions, 
please contact Peg McEvoy at 
pmcevoy@dioceseofsaginaw.o or call 989.797.6608.  
For questions regarding registration, please contact Amy 
Dore at adore@dioceseofsaginaw.org or call 
989.797.6654. 

World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal

Join Bishop Gruss and other young adults from the Diocese 
of Saginaw as they travel to Lisbon, Portugal to celebrate 
World Youth Day 2023, from July 30 – August 7. The trip 
includes World Youth Day events,  an excursion to Fatima, 
and Mass with the Pope.  For information and to register, 
click here.
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Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............................ 8:30 & 11:00AM
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Jim Redmond’s 
Service - State St.

To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Today’s reading from Revelation 
offers a vision of the City of God, the 
new Jerusalem.  “But,” the bishops’ 
pastoral on stewardship reminds us, 
“that ‘life to come’ is in continuity 
with this present life through the 
human goods, the worthy human 
purposes, which people foster now.” 

May 15, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $9,778.00
Loose ..................................... $769.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $7,043.00
Children’s ................................ $90.00
Total ................................. $17,680.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

 793-5801
JIM REDMOND'S SERVICE

6025 STATE ST.

JIM REDMOND  PAT REDMOND

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR • SINCE 1938

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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