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Father Rick’s 
Reflections . . . 

 
 I found this reflection for us on 

the Trinity from “Living Liturgy 
2022.”  
 
 “Every time we bless 
ourselves, we mark our bodies 
with the sign of the cross and 
name the Three Persons, but does 
anything of their mystery plow its 
significance into our hearts?  At 
the beginning of our Christian 
lives, at baptism, we are named 
for them; at the beginning and end 
of each Eucharist we sign 
ourselves with their memory; 
when our bodies are signed in 
death, we hope they claim us; 
when we bless our children, we 
remember the creativity the trinity 
shares with us.  All these moments 
of naming the Trinity are occasions 
of life and love.  When we are 
blessed “in the name of,” we are 
incorporated into the personal 
history of the one named.  The 
sign of the cross and the 
invocation of the Trinity, a prayer 
of gesture and words that we 
learned in childhood, are a simple 
yet profound statement that we 
belong to the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit and are called to live in 
communion with them.  
 
 “In our short reading from 
John’s gospel, part of the Last 

Supper discourse, Jesus speaks 
about the Spirit, the great 
encourager, who will enable 
future communities of believers to 
have access to him and his Father 
after he is no longer with them in 
the flesh.  For the Spirit there are 
no limitations of one place, one 
moment in history, one gathering 
of disciples.  The Spirit gives the 
church a future and a hope.  When 
Christians communities encounter 
new ecclesial, social, and global 
challenges, the Spirit enables past, 
present, and future to converge. 
The past and privileged words of 
Jesus will be remembered, but the 
Spirit will “pluck the strings of 
memory” so that a new melody is 
played, a new meaning will sound 
in the present context, and this 
song at the heart of the Church 
will accompany disciples into the 
future. 
 
 “The Spirit guides the 
teaching, interpretation, and 
witness of the church throughout 
the ages.  It also places a great 
responsibility on those whose 
mission is to spark a creative 
conversation between believers 
and the words of Jesus, especially 
those who, week after week, 
break open the Scriptures in the 
homily.  Likewise, each member of 
the assembly has a responsibility 
to enter into that conversation 
with openness to the Spirit. 
 
 “Theology has developed a 
word to describe the dynamic 
relationship between the Persons 
of the Trinity and the community 
of believers – “perichoresis” or 
“dance.” in this metaphorical 
language, the Trinity is a 
partnership of encircling and 

embracing, a graceful movement 
of loving attentiveness into which 
we are invited as partners who 
must, in our turn, draw others into 
the dance our loving outreach to 
them.  With the imagery of the 
dance, we cannot think of God as 
solitary. 
 
 “Theology, preaching, 
metaphor may all help toward 
gaining some understanding of 
who and what we celebrate on 
this feast, but perhaps it is again 
the poet who has the insight to 
realize that it is only in the 
communion of death – when we 
are drawn into the community of 
those who the poet George 
Herbert calls the “the unnumbered 
Three” – that we will truly see and 
understand because it is only then, 
in death, that the dust we are will 
be transformed.  No longer will it 
blow into our eyes to blind us, but 
it will become a seeing dust that 
sparkles with a revelation of the 
mystery of the Three in our 
mutually unveiled presence.” 
 
 With the summer months, we 
have lots of comings and goings. 
We welcome back Fr Kevin from 
his retreat this week.  We bid “bon 
voyage” to Sr. Ann as she heads to 
her provincial house in Reading, 
PA for her community’s chapter. 
Please keep her and her 
community in prayer for the next 
three weeks.  Now that school is 
out, many families are off for 
summer vacations and travel. 
Please be careful traveling and 
enjoy the summer. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Readings for the Week of June 12, 2022 

 
Sunday The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 Prv 8:22-31; Ps8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 5:1-5; Jn 16:12-15 
 
Monday Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7; Mt 5:38-42 
 
Tuesday 1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 16;  
 Mt 5:43-48 
 
Wednesday 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20, 21, 24; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
Thursday Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7; Mt 6:7-15 
 
Friday 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20; Ps 132:11, 12, 13-14, 17-18;  
 Mt 6:19-23 
 
Saturday 2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31-32, 33-34;  
 Mt 6:24-34 
 
Sunday The Solemnity of the Most Holy  
 Body and Blood of Christ 
 Gn 14:18-20; Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  
 Lk 9:11b-17 

Mission Statement of St. Thomas Aquinas 
We, the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish Community, united by our love for God and one another, are called to 
evangelize through worship, service, life-long learning, promoting God’s truth, peace and justice, and respecting 
all creation. 

In Our Parish 
Tuesday, June 14 
  Mass 
 
Wednesday, June 15 
  Mass 
 
Thursday, June 16 
 8:30 AM Mass 
 
Saturday, June 18 
 4:00 PM Mass 
 
Sunday, June 19 
 9:30 AM Mass 
              Summer Schedule 
 

Private Prayer Time 
**Summer Hours** 
The church is opened Monday 
thru Thursday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
for private visits. 

Sophia A. “Sophie” Luth 

David J. Ursuy Jr. 

Sylvia S. Thiel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, we remember in our prayers 
Sophie, David and, Sylvia whom 
you have called to be with you.  
May the calming peace of your love 
be with their families.  Eternal rest 
grant unto them, O Lord, and may 
the perpetual light shine upon 
them.  Amen. 
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The Most Holy Trinity 
 

First Reading: Proverbs 8:22-31 

The book of Proverbs is mostly a collection of wise sayings to help people live a good life.  Today’s passage from 
Proverbs, however, is a hymn to Wisdom which in the Old Testament is sometimes symbolically described as a 
person coming from God. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5 

Paul’s letter to the Romans is his most detailed and important theological work.  The Church chose this brief 
passage to be read on Trinity Sunday because, in these five verses, all three person of the trinity are mentioned. 
 
Gospel Reflection: John 16:12-15 

All three person of the Trinity are mentioned in this gospel.  To Jesus, the Holy Spirit is the Sprit of Truth, whose 
work is to bring God’s truth to us.  Truth is not humanity's creation, it is god’s gift.  Truth is something already 
waiting to be discovered.  This discovery is our continual invitation, a continual opening and receiving the meaning 
of Jesus.   The nearer we live in the ways and word of Jesus, the better we will know him—the more we become 
like him. 

For your reflection:  How does the image of the fruit tree help you understand the Trinity: The Father is the root, 
the Son is a branch, and the Spirit is the fruit. 

 
Stewardship Reflections 

“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to all truth...” John 16:13 

It has been said that the best gift we can give someone is to teach them how to pray.  If you don’t talk and more 
importantly, listen, to God every day, how else will you know what He is calling you to do?  Just as you talk to 
family and friends every day, get in the habit of talking with God every day.  Develop a daily prayer routine.  Keep 
your prayers simple and sincere.  This is best done in silence, when you can hear His response. 
 

Family Perspective by Bud Ozar 

The words of Jesus in today’s gospel, “I have many things to say to you, but you cannot hear them now.” could 
have been said by any parent.  It can be frustrating because our desire to guide is often misinterpreted or poorly 
received.  We cannot program our children.  We can only teach, lead and trust the Spirit of truth will guide them. 

 

Go, therefore, and make disciples  

of all nations,  

baptizing them in the name of  

THE FATHER,  

and of  

THE SON,  

and of  

THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you.  
 

Mt. 28:1-20 

Holy Trinity painting from Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
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Prayers 

Please pray for all 
who have been 
commended to our 
prayer that they will 
respond to God’s 
healing will, 
especially: 
 
Jerry M. 
Diane M. 
Lisa A. 
Tom K. 
Tim R. 
Brian 
Lisa 
Jo Vitu 
Laurie Posekany 
 

And those who are 
homebound and in 
assisted/nursing 
facilities. 
 
We are happy to list 
names of those who 
request prayers for one 
month.  The list will be 
purged again on June 30 .  
Please remember to 
contact the office 799-2460 
ext. 1 when a loved one’s 
name no longer needs 
inclusion on the prayer list. 

In Our Parish 

Summer Parish Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 4:00pm 
Friday - Closed 

 

Parent Baptism Preparation Class    Monday, June 27 at 7:00 PM  

Parents are required to attend the preparation session and should be registered St. 
Thomas Aquinas parishioners attending Mass regularly.  Please contact the Parish Office 
989-799-2460 x 4 to register.  
 
KC #4232 Morning Parish Breakfast  ●  June 19  ●  9:00 AM-12:30 PM 

Includes scrambled eggs, pancakes, hash browns, sausage, coffee, juice and milk.  Adults 
$9.00; ages 6-12, $5.00 & Under 5 Free.  All proceeds go to St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas First Friday Memorial 
 

The Parish Office is still receiving new or renewal memorials for the St. Thomas Aquinas First 
Friday Memorial that will begin mid-June, for an offering of $50.00.  Your memorial line will 
be printed on the back of the bulletin for one year and will be remembered in the daily 
intentions on the First Friday.  Please use the application from the bulletin or you may find 
applications in the narthex and parish office.  Please return by mail, drop off to the parish 
office or placed in the collection basket. 
 
Food Program Outreach  •  Brown Bag Lunch •  June 18 & 19 

Please take time to help the Brown Bag Bunch with any of the following needed items: juice 
drink boxes/bags, packaged cookies, peanut butter, sandwich and snack size zip-top bags, 
snacks, pretzels, individually wrapped snack cakes, strawberry and grape jelly/jam; and 
mayonnaise.  Monetary donations are gladly accepted.  Please drop in the collection marked 
‘Brown Bag’. 
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Special News 
Our retired diocesan priests continue to 
impact the lives of thousands of people 
each year.  These men, who have 
dedicated their lives to the church, have 
very modest incomes.  The diocese 
Priests’ Retirement Fund helps to 
support those priests who are currently 
retired and those who are now serving 
the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw. 
Please carefully and prayerfully consider a donation to this fund.  Envelopes for this 
special collection are in your regular envelope packet or you can donate online 
through the Diocese website – www.saginaw.org/priestsretirement  

You can also support our priests in these ways: 
Pray for our priests 
Make a charitable distribution from your financial portfolio 
Consider remembering the Priests’ Retirement Fund in your estate planning 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(Continued from page 2) 
 
 Next Sunday, June 19, the 
Knights of Columbus, Council  
4232, is sponsoring a Breakfast at  
their Council Hall with the proceeds 
going to St 
Thomas Aquinas 
Parish. Please 
support the 
Knights and us. 
 

   The weekend of June 25/26 will 
be the opportunity for the parish to 
express our gratitude for the 
ministry of Fr Kevin as he prepares 
to move to his new assignment in 
Harbor Beach. We will have more 
details next week in the bulletin. 

 
   After a couple of very crazy and 

busy weeks, I hope the rest of the 
summer will slow down and all of us 
can catch our breath.  Watch out for 

children now that school is out.  
Have a great week. 

Welcome Visitors & Friends 
If you are worshipping with us for the first time or have visited before, We Welcome You!  If you are looking for a church home 
in this community, we invite you to consider St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.  Contact the Parish Office for more information on 
becoming a member. 
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BeFriender Ministry of Holy Spirit &  
St. Thomas Aquinas 
 
The Holy Spirit / St. Thomas Aquinas Church BeFrienders 
is a ministry that exists to expand the pastoral care 
extended by the church.  Trained Lay people respond in 
the name of the church to the emotional and spiritual 
needs of individuals by bringing a caring presence and a 
living reminder of God’s love.  The BeFriender Ministry 
is not so much a “doing” but  rather a “being”, a 
ministry of presence, and quiet listening.   
We ask for your prayers for the BeFrienders who have 
been called to 
this commission 
in this ministry 
and to support 
those who have 
renewed their 
ministry.  For 
more 
information on 
BeFrienders, please call Carole Watters 989-274-3384. 
 

 

 

Around Our Parish 
 

Emmaus House of Saginaw  ●  Car Wash  ●  June 18 

Stop by on Saturday, June 18 from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM to 
support Emmaus House at their Car Wash Fundraiser at 
the 7-11 Store on the corner of Tittabawassee & 
Midland Roads. 

 
Christ the Good Shepherd  ●  Saturday, 5:30 PM Mass 

All are welcome to attend Mass a littler later on 
Saturday due to summer activities at Christ the Good 
Shepherd (St. Helen Church) 2415 N. Charles.  
 
Family Faith Day theme: Blowing in the Wind  

A Family Faith Day will be held at St. Dominic Parish - St. 
Stephen campus (2711 Mackinaw) Monday, June 20th 
beginning at 6:30 p.m.  Come join us for fun, formation 
and interaction with other families.  This event is geared 
toward families who have K-5th grade children, but all 
ages are welcome.  If the weather is nice, we will 
conduct some of the event outdoors so bring something 
to sit on.  Contact Chris Platko for more information or 
to register (989)799-2334 ext. 12 
or cplatko@stdomincsaginaw.org  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Church
5376 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 799-2460
www.stasaginaw.org

Welcome to Our Parish
If you are a visitor to St. Thomas Aquinas, 
we want you to know how welcome you 
are.  If you wish to become a member of 
our parish, please call the parish office. 

Parishioner Info: If you are moving, 
changing phone numbers or need to 
update family status, kindly notify the 
parish office.

Parish Staff
Pastor ......................Fr. Richard Bokinskie
rickb@stasaginaw.org

Parochial Vicar .. Fr. Kevin Wojciechowski
kevinw@stasaginaw.org

Deacon ................... Deacon Gary Patelski
gapatelski@aol.com

Pastoral Associate ..Sr. Ann deGuise, OSF
annd@stasaginaw.org

Parish Secretary ................... Dawn Drago
dawnd@stasaginaw.org

Bookkeeper...........................Pat Messing
patm@stasaginaw.org

Baptism & Funeral Coordinator &
RCIA Director ......................Karen Bartels
starcia@stasaginaw.org

Music Accompanist ..... Deborah Kraklow
debk@stasaginaw.org

Eucharistic Liturgies
Saturday ...................................... 4:00 PM
Sunday............. Summer Hours    9:30 AM

Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Tuesday - Thursday .....................8:30 AM
First Friday...................................8:30 AM
(In the event of a funeral on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday or First Friday, 
morning Mass will be cancelled.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturday .......... 9:00-10:00 AM
(Or by Appointment)

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.I.A.)
Anyone seeking information about the 
Catholic Faith should contact the parish 
office for more information.  Sessions meet 
from September through Spring.

Baptisms
Baptisms will be scheduled after the 
required Baptism Preparation Class.  
Parents are required to be practicing 
Catholics and attending Mass regularly.  
Call the parish office to register.

Marriage
Individuals must be registered in the parish 
at least six months before scheduling a 
wedding.  A wedding date can only be set 
after meeting with the parish priest.

Care of the Sick  •  Pastoral Visits
Please notify the parish office when 
seriously ill at home, in the hospital or a 
nursing/assisted facility.  Also, If you or a 
loved one has had a hospital stay and are 
recovering at a rehab facility or moving 
into an assisted living facility and wish a 
pastoral visit.

Nouvel Catholic Central Schools

www.NouvelCatholic.org
Administrative Offices .......... 989.399.2222
High School ........................... 989.791.4330
Elementary ........................... 989.792.2361

Sponsor of
the Week

Morley Travel
To view the full ad see the 
back of the bulletin.  Be 
sure to patronize all of our 
businesses as their 
generosity allows us to 
provide the bulletin to you 
at no cost to the Parish.

Parish

Stewardship
Today’s Psalm reminds us that we 
have been crowned with glory and 
honor and given rule over the works 
of God’s hands.  But we must be good 
stewards, for the Lord will surely hold 
us accountable for the use of those 
gifts! 

May 29, 2022 
Envelopes ........................... $7,835.00
Loose ..................................... $579.00
Electronic (ACH) .................... $673.00
Priest Retirement .................. $375.00
Brown Bag ............................... $25.00
Total ................................... $9,487.00

June 5, 2022 
Envelopes ......................... $10,996.00
Loose ..................................... $622.00
Electronic (ACH) ................. $3,909.00
Priest Retirement .................. $385.00
Brown Bag ............................. $105.00
Total ................................. $16,017.00

Please remember St. Thomas 
Aquinas in your estate planning.

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

8:30-5:30pm 
Mon-Fri

One Morley Plaza • 2811 Schust Rd.

The Place To Go When You're Going Places®

989-791-2565 morleytravel.com

MORLEY TRAVEL
A DIVISION OF MORLEY COMPANIES, INC.

D & L RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
(Formerly “Dan Van... The Roofing Man”)

44 years local business experience with: Seamless Gutters,
Custom Siding & Trim Work, Gutter Protection/Ice Control Systems,

Chimney Flashing, Roof Troubleshooting & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES - call anytime 989-529-3020

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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1258

5645 State Street • Suite B
Saginaw, Michigan 48603

ww.printshopsaginaw.com
989-793-9427

4480 Mackinaw Rd. • 793-9700
409 Adams St., 201 N Miller Rd.

5700 Dixie Hwy., Also Merrill
W. L. CASE & COMPANY
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 5565 STATE ST. • 792-8738

Commercial - Industrial - Residential
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Sales, Installations & Repairs

GARAGE DOORS
& OPERATORS

 2835 UNIVERSAL DR. 793-2942
- Since 1939 -

Caring for  the Saginaw Community since 1888

Phone 989.799.1151 | www.deislerfuneralhome.com

2233 Hemmeter (North of State)BURIAL & CREMATION SOCIETY®

CA HOLIC
Trust In The Lord With All Your Heart

 516 CLEVELAND 752-8811

Gary's Auto Body
Lifetime Warranty on Paintwork • FREE LOANER

 State Certified teChniCianS 

Bumping • Painting and Collision
Parishioners

989.799.8744
joltcu.com

 989-791-2330 Parishioner

John K. Bartnik, M.D.
Specialist in Cancer & Blood Disorders

Michigan Truck Spring Of Saginaw

1-800-358-4751

Complete Parts and Service for Light, Medium,
Heavy Duty Trucks, Buses and RVs inculding:

3649 Wolf Rd. • Saginaw
Parts and Service Since 1976

Visit www.truckspring.com for complete info.
Open: Mon. - Fri. till Midnight • Sat. 8 am till 1 pm

Springs • Brakes • Suspension • Drive Train
Fifth Wheels • Drive Shafts • PTO Shafts • Electrical

800-248-0280
duro-last.com

3830  N  FORDNEY  RD.
989-695-4794

Building Design
General Contractor

Residential
Commercial

R. F.  KOESTER
INC.

www.RFKoester.com

COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

989.792.1188

Your Hometown
Home Improvement Store

OPEN 7 DAYS

790-1575
1517 S WHEELER ST.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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